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yoUr ForUM to poNtIFIcAte, poNder ANd proBe

I	turned	70	this	past	December,	but	just	now	realized	I	must	be	getting	old.	I’ve	been	subscribing	to	both	
American Handgunner	and	Playboy	for	many	years	now,	and	I’m	starting	to	find	I’m	looking	forward	to	
the	centerfold	of	Handgunner	more	than	I	am	the	centerfold	of	Playboy.	How’s	that	again?	Keep	up	the	
great	work	and	—	keep	those	beauty	shots	coming!”

Dennis	Brown
Lansing,	Ill.

ceNterFoLds

Incoherent Muttering
I was still basking in the afterglow 

for having remembered, and more 
importantly acted, on Valentine’s Day, 
when you had the audacity to send me 
GUNS Magazine with the new Kahr girl 
on page 31 (April 2012). My wife was 
talking nicely to me at the time and I 
was managing to be reasonably atten-
tive as I paged through the magazine. 
When I hit page 31 my jaw dropped, I 
started muttering incoherently, and all 

hell broke loose on the home front. Next 
time, you might try a warning on the 
previous page? Give a guy a break, eh?

Russ Braunseis
Via e-mail

Bank Open Carry
Now that I’m retired I walk a lot. 

Anywhere I want to go within about 
4 miles is fair game, and I’m armed 
at all times. I recently walked to my 

credit union and found a new poster 
decreeing it a “Gun-Free” zone, some-
thing that had not existed the last 
time I was in. Being on-foot, I had 
no place to leave my constant com-
panion. I went in, directly to the office, 
explaining my predicament calmly and 
rationally. The manager listened, and 
told me to please go ahead and conduct 
my business that day. 

Low and behold, the next time in, I 
noticed the sign was gone. I’m still on 

speakout

PACT_postxmas_09_fixed.pdf   12/16/08   9:04:18 AM

http://www.pact.com
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speAKoUt
friendly terms with my credit union, and 
I’m pleased with the turn of events and 
how the manager handled things. 

Bob
Via e-mail

Mentorship
I greatly appreciate and agree with 

Dr. Ryan Ford’s letter (Speak Out, May/
June 2012). Well said! For me, the 
memories are of going to gun shows 
as a young boy with my dad and uncle, 
of watching and learning as they dis-
cussed swords from the Civil War, or 
guns from the Word Wars, and coming 
home with the trophy of a genuine US 
Army surplus flashlight or pocket knife! 
Or of my granddad teaching me to shoot 
his .22 rifle at a tin can, in his backyard. 
Great memories I now have the privi-
lege of passing on to my children. The 
word “mentorship” in Dr. Fords letter 
is perfect — manhood is not taught in 
a classroom or learned from a book, a 
counselor or a psychologist. It’s passed 
from generation to generation. Your 
magazine consistently takes its readers 
back to those good times and helps us to 
repackage them for the next generation. 
Thank you for a job very well done.

Vic Smith
Via e-mail

Pro-Gun Rants
With regards to the “Anti Pro-Gun” 

response to reader Bruce Taylor’s letter 
(Speak Out, May/June), just because 
Roy sees fit to be over the top in his 
pro-gun rants, doesn’t make it right any-
more than the anti-gun rants make them 
right. Let’s not stoop to their level!

Overall, the amount of ridiculous 
anti-Obama rhetoric and all of the “My 
God: they’re coming to take our guns 
away!” posing mostly just serve to drive 
away those who have any real brain, 
any sense of a “center” — anyone who 
is actually able to think for themselves 
without being easily led by the nose by 
such extremist views.

This type of paranoid behavior only 
serves to drive away normal, rational 
gun owners, the general public, and it 
just gives the anti-gunners something to 
point at as they yell, “Extremists!” And 
unfortunately, they are right!

 Come to center, come to common 
sense. Just because the other side acts 
like a jackass, doesn’t mean you have 
to respond the same way. I have been 
a gun owner all my life and currently 
own over 2-dozen firearms, plus a 
few thousand rounds of ammunition. 
That doesn’t automatically make me a 
fanatic, a nut or an extremist. I’m just 
an “enthusiast” who has viewed with 

Order at kimberamerica.com or 
(888) 243-4522, or visit a Kimber Master Dealer
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speAKoUt
dismay the depths of idiocy that has 
befallen our pro-gun ranks the past 
few years.

Frank Mallory, Jr.
Yucaipa, Calif.

Well Frank, I wouldn’t classify myself 
as an extremist either ... except when 
it comes to gun-grabbers insisting in 
taking away my right to own guns and 
enjoy them. I’m not hurting a single 
person; I’ve served over 20 years as 
a street cop and encourage safety and 
training when it comes to gun owner-
ship, both personally and in the pages 
of all of FMG’s gun publications. But 
if we rest on our butts, or come to 
“center” as you say, and keep saying, 
“Oh, it’s okay, they’re just after the 
extremists,” then we’ll continue to lose 
rights. Just look at the state you live in 
yourself. Wanting to “cooperate” has 
gotten Californians the silly one gun 
a month law, 10-day wait periods, no 
magazines over 10 rounds, a long list 
of guns outlawed in the state, no state 
CCW laws and ... shall I go on? I’m 
here to tell you the gun owners didn’t 
vote for any of that. I also don’t think 
you’re making very many friends among 
gun owners when you say they’re not 
“… actually able to think for them-
selves without being easily led by the 
nose by such extremist views,” or that 
our magazine’s strong pro-gun stance 
only serves to drive away “…normal, 
rational gun owners…” or that you 
have “… viewed with dismay the depths 
of idiocy that has befallen our pro-gun 
ranks the past few years.” If you’re too 
much in the center, then you don’t stand 
for — or believe in — much of any-
thing. I think we’re pretty clear what we 
believe in. RH

And …
You said the gloves were coming off, 

and I guess they’re off. You specified 
the battle was against the anti-gunners, 
and Obama and his band of clowns cer-
tainly qualify. Connor, way to go in 
telling it like it is too (Guncrank Dia-
ries, May/June). Best case scenario is 
this country will need a lot of years 
to get back where it once was. And 
that’s only if we get a succession of real 
Americans into government offices. I 
just hope the damage isn’t too wide-
spread and the road back to long. From 
where I sit, it doesn’t look good.

I’ve been around for a long time 
now, and I cannot ever remember 
reading such direct, plainly spoken 
words about our duly elected officials 
than I’ve read in Handgunner lately. 
Never, however, in my 65 years, have 
I ever seen the need for such plain 

http://www.crkt.com
http://www.kahr.com
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speAKoUt
speaking be necessary. Congratulations 
gentlemen, I just hope it starts a trend, 
and does some good.

Hal Hansen
Via e-mail

And …
I saw Mr. Taylor’s letter (Speak Out, 

May/June) issue and I felt compelled 
to respond. Mr. Taylor lives in Chi-
cago, so he’s constantly being bom-
barded with anti-rights agendas and has 
to live with draconian gun laws as it 
is. I would have thought Mr. Korwin’s 
previous column would have been right 
up his alley. I personally like Mr. Kor-
win’s articles because he doesn’t wade 
through a bunch of politically correct 
steer manure to make his points, and I 
respect and appreciate that. Mr .Korwin 
tells it like it is, so why the hell is that 
such a novelty?

As usual, Editor Roy’s response 
was right on. Yeah, I’m sick of being 
nice when the anti-rights people 
are calling us barbarians and terror-
ists simply because we would rather 
not have a “duty-to-retreat” law, and 
enjoy launching projectiles at the occa-
sional aluminum beverage container/
paper squirrel. Guys, and especially Mr. 
Korwin, don’t change a damn thing. 
You guys have the best gun rag I’ve 
ever read and the only one I currently 
subscribe to.

Oh, and what’s your recommendation 
on a good IWB holster for a J-frame? 
We’re new to concealed carry here.

Rev. Adam Haste 
Via e-mail

Thanks for your note, Rev. Haste, and 
your support of our strong stance. On 
that inside-the-waistband rig for your 
J-frame, virtually all of the major hol-
ster companies like Galco, DeSantis, 
Bianchi etc., and the vast majority of 
custom makers, have that design nailed 
pretty well. Ever since Milt Sparks orig-
inally made the “Summer Special,” it’s 
been copied and changed. If you want 
the original, try Milt Sparks first. RH

Embarrassed For Us
Good gosh, I’m embarrassed for 

you. Every time I read your magazine 
it’s amusing to see how many send 
comments to Speak Out, kissing your 
rears as though that improves the odds 
of getting their letter published. I 
dunno, maybe it does. In the last issue 
it was more of the same, so just for 
giggles I counted them. Not counting 
two letters that were marginal, four 
of the 14 letters had some version of 
“Yours is the best mag — by far — I 

P R O T E C T  •  H U N T  •  C O M P E T E

CZ P-07
DUTY

FEATURES
•Convertible 
    (safety or decocker)

•Compact size
•New Omega trigger system
•Polymer frame with light rail
•16+1 9mm, 12+1 .40 S&W
•Two magazines

www.cz-usa.com

Today’s Most 
Versatile Handgun!

P.O. Box 171073, Kansas City, KS 66117-0073
Toll-free:  (800) 955-4486  

Phone:  (913) 321-1811
E-mail: info@cz-usa.com 

http://www.crkt.com
http://www.cz-usa.com


w w w . f n h u s a . c o m
Dependability and confi dence come standard with every FN fi rearm. For more 
than a hundred years, we have defi ned, refi ned and perfected the art of gun 
making in order to put the perfect gun in your hands today. Gain the Distinct 

Advantage with FN. Learn more at www.FNHUSA.com

D i s t i n c t  A d v a n t a g e

Know that you always have an edge

FNH AmerHndGnnr Pistol FP.indd   1 3/21/12   3:20 PM

http://www.fnhusa.com


speAKoUt
don’t read the others,” and such.

You do have a good magazine. Most 
people register their approval by con-
tinuing to buy it, as I do. It’s the con-
stant patting you on the back that is irri-
tating to me. At the very least, maybe 
you could cut back 50 percent on those 
letters, which heap sappy praise on y’all.

Tim Adams
Idalou, Texas

Thanks Tim, but the unfortunate thing 
is about 95 percent of the letters we 
get are readers simply thumping us 
on the back. The few “bad” or “mar-
ginal” rants we get, I print ’em — if 
they make any sense at all. Heck, I’m 
running yours, ain’t I, and I was happy 
to see it! We just don’t get many “bad” 
ones, generally. The vast majority are 
from polite, knowledgeable people, who 
seem to simply want to thank us for 
what we’re doing here. We get some 
merely asking for information (“What’s 
the phone number to Colt?”), and I just 
answer them; there’s usually no need 
to print those kind. It’s kind of a rotten 
problem, I guess, getting such positive 
reader mail?

The Speak Out section does two 
things. It helps our readers stay con-

nected, kind of like an online forum, 
but printed. It also does the important 
job of helping us to fill some “odd” 
spaces in the magazine. We could fill it 
with house ads or nonsense, but would 
rather make better use of it, hence the 
letters. I guess we could do a crappy 
magazine for a while, and get some 
really good complaints to solve the 
problem Tim thinks we have?

I dunno ... that doesn’t seem like a 
good idea, though. So, complain if you 
like. We always welcome what you have 
to say, even if it’s telling us what we’re 
doing wrong. RH

Keeping It Simple
I’ve never been compelled to write 

a letter to a magazine before. I have 
subscribed to most every gun, shooting 
or hunting magazine, on the market. 
It has been my opinion the articles are 
the same as those of 20 years ago in 
most. I was at the point of canceling 
all of my subscriptions. I really don’t 
understand all the ballistics and num-
bers that I should, but I do have 34 
years as a law enforcement officer, in a 
major metropolitan department. When 
I retired, I was a Sr. Homicide Detec-
tive. This all translates into experience 
and plenty of “war stories.” Because 
of that, I will keep one magazine on 
my active list, American Handgunner. 

Editor Huntington wrote the most accu-
rate and sensible editorial (Insider, 
“How Fast Is Fast?” March/April) about 
velocity and stopping power, that actu-
ally makes sense and that the everyday 
reader can relate to. Everything Mr. 
Huntington mentioned brought back a 
flood of memories of all the shootings, 
homicides and assaults I have person-
ally been involved in.

There is no magic bullet! I have had 
to physically fight a combatant who 
had been shot six times in the stomach 
with a .25 Auto. I have seen a man 
die in the ER from a load of .410 #9 
bird shot in the shoulder. I have seen 
a suicide victim put a .44 Mag. in his 
mouth and pull the trigger. I was con-
fused; I could not find an exit wound, 
until the autopsy. It was lodged against 
the inside of the upper region of the 
skull. It didn’t exit, and it defied all 
understanding and reason. I have seen 
suspects shot numerous times with 
standard issue police .38 Special, 9mm 
and .40 caliber and many stayed active, 
long enough to either escape or cause 
more personal devastation.

I was once involved in a personal 
confrontation, with an armed bank 
robber. After all else failed, I shot 
the suspect at close range, in the left 
temple — case closed right? Wrong. 
The police issue 9mm round did not 
penetrate the skull; it simply cut a neat 
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little furrow around the suspect’s head 
and popped out on the other side. How-
ever that did get his attention, and I 
was able to get my cuffs on him. The 
suspect was able to appear in court the 
next day, no worse for wear. 

Shot placement and penetration is 
paramount. I wholeheartedly agree 
with the statement “stopped is stopped, 
regardless of velocity.” You can stop a 
raging criminal with a well-placed .22 
— if you have to. I don’t know much 
about fps, velocity, JHPs or whatever 
else. But I do know what will work. Be 
safe out there. And thanks for a well 
put-together magazine.

Ret. Det. CID Homicide
Metro Nashville Police Dept.

Caliber Myth
I’m brand new to your maga-

zine and just got my first issue. As I 
skimmed through the first few pages, 
Dave Emary’s article (“Caliber Myth,” 
May/June) caught my eye, and what a 
winner it was! My sentiments exactly, 
Dave! I’ve always found the cal-
iber wars to be amusing. It’s a Ford 
vs. Chevy or Coke vs. Pepsi sort of 
thing. As Dave points out, with today’s 
ammo, there’s really little difference in 
the effectiveness of the popular defense 
rounds. If you do your job, they will 
too. Thanks a lot for what appears to be 

a fine magazine, and I’m glad to be part 
of the Handgunner family.

Jon
Duluth, Minn.

Electronic Editions
I would like to say thank you for 

your electronic special editions. I’m 
currently mobilized and “locked down” 
at Fort Hood as our unit (1-211th Attack 
Recon Battalion, AH-64D Apaches) 
prepares to deploy back to Afghanistan. 
Mail is spotty and will only become 
worse in the coming weeks and months. 
Internet is okay now, and won’t be so 
good later. The ability to download your 
digital editions on my iPad is greatly 
appreciated! I also love your digital 
annual editions. Electrons don’t weigh 
anything, and there is a wealth of infor-
mation contained in those pages.

Continuing the vein of thanks, to 
Connor, for the stories, the ideas, the 
philosophy and the practical “new gear” 
analysis. I’ve purchased many of the 
items he has recommended, and haven’t 
regretted a single one of them. Can’t 
wait for his book “The Tao of Connor.” 
How do I get an autographed copy?

To Mas, for his historical gunfight 
analysis. I fly Apaches, and though the 
specifics of our fights are different, the 
mental preparation that comes from 
analyzing a “foot fight” maintains a lot 

of validity when applied to us Airedales. 
And most especially, thanks to Clint 

Smith. Clint’s instruction is spot on. 
He presents things in a “Well that just 
makes sense, why the heck didn’t I 
think of that before?” manner. Every 
range safety officer in the military 
should be required to view his material. 
I push his videos as “professional devel-
opment” for our younger aviators. 

This leads me to my only complaint 
— how the heck did I get to be one of 
the crusty old guys? I guess I’m get-
ting cranky because I get sick of seeing 
things not done right. 

Rob “Skip” Williams
Via e-mail

Reading Handgunner
First, after I pick it up at the mailbox, 

I set it aside for a least 2 days next to 
my reading chair — to cool off. Second, 
I take my time, another 2 or 3 days at 
least, to read it cover to cover — the 
whole thing. Third, I go back and read 
the ads as if they were articles. Fourth, 
I hide my checkbook. Fifth, I return 
to the articles that most interested me. 
Sixth, I cut up my credit card. And so it 
goes. I’m a happy man! 

Jerry Beigel
Newport Beach, Calif.

You guys are going to get me in trouble 
with reader Tim Adams, who was 
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speAKoUt

american Handgunner ®	welcomes	letters	to	the	edi-
tor.	We	reserve	the	right	to	edit	all	published	letters	for	clar-
ity	and	length.	Due	to	the	volume	of	mail,	we	are	unable	to	
individually	answer	your	letters	or	e-mail.	In	sending	a	letter	
to	Handgunner,	you	agree	to	provide	Publishers	Development	
Corp.	such	copyright	as	 is	required	for	publishing	and	redis-
tributing	the	contents	of	your	letter	in	any	format.	Send	your	
letters	 to	 Speak Out, American Handgunner,	 12345	 World	
Trade	Dr.,	San	Diego,	CA	92128;	www.americanhandgunner.
com;	e-mail:	ed@americanhandgunner.com.

Check	out	www.americanhandgunner.com	for	our	digital	edi-
tion,	 news,	 our	 exclusive	 Product	 Index,	 Web	 Blasts,	 online	
features,	to	enter	the	Gun	Giveaway	Package	and	more!	And	
if	you	have	any	news	about	hot	new	products	you’ve	found,	
or	 anything	 you	 think	 we	 need	 to	 know	 about,	 drop	 me	 a	
line	at	editor@americanhandgunner.com!

embarrassed for us for getting too many 
nice letters. Think of some mean things 
to say next time, would ya? RH

Rimfire Coverage
I recently sent you a note in which I 

gave you a less-than 100 percent rating 
due to my perception of insufficient 
coverage of .22 rimfires. Based upon 
your kind reply, I got to thinking about 
it and went back over the past year’s 
issues. Guess what I found? At least 
10 articles devoted to .22 rimfires by 
several of your regulars, covering sev-
eral different topics. I enjoyed reading 
them the second time just as much as 
the first. Therefore, I apologize and 
officially change my rating to 100 
percent (or A+ if you prefer a letter 
grade). Just the opinion of an old fart, 
who has been in love with handguns 
for more than 50 years.

Tim Vanhoy
Via e-mail

Pink Panic
I hope to hell gun manufacturers 

don’t put any more pink guns on the 
market (Better Shooting, “Whitney Wol-
verine,” May/June). The whole idea of 
bright colors is to distinguish airguns 
from firearms. Red rings on muzzles 
serve the same purpose. When demented 
morons add pink to a firearm they’re just 
causing cops to think airguns are fire-
arms. Soon, some cop will shoot a girl 
who is using her look-a-like airgun with 
pink grips to pop coke cans. Tell your 
readers, gun manufacturers, gunsmiths 
and everybody else to leave pink for 
airguns! There are too many airguns that 
look almost exactly like a firearm.

Charles May
Via e-mail

Well, you heard Mr. May, so knock it 
off with the colors or you’ll be in big 
trouble. (P.S. Does this one qualify as a 
“bad” letter Mr. Adams?) RH

A Sight for Almost 
Every Handgun

Why? Because they have proven to be reliable and 
long-lasting in the field or at the shooting range.  
The durable LitePipes withstand the punishment of 
everyday use. Housed in a high quality steel base, they 

can be easily changed allowing you to choose 
the color that best fits your needs. Or if you 
prefer an overmolded sight, we’ve made them 

equally durable and holster-friendly by eliminating 
all sharp corners. Nothing to stand in the way of you 
hitting the target! 
The chemical-resistant material used in our LitePipes 
makes them unaffected by common cleaning products 
so your HiViz sight will always provide the bright 
sight picture you’ve come to expect from HiViz and 
will last for years and years. And naturally they’re 
100% guaranteed.

Our sights are preferred by 
professionsals and champions 

the world over. 

Scan this QR code to check 
out our new web site! 

   …or go to 
www.HiVizSights.com

http://www.hivizsights.com
http://www.n82tactical.com
http://www.americanhandgunner.com
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*Free Grip Training for Shooters booklet with any order; one per 
customer.  Use keycode AH-RA10 in View Basket in our e-store.

IRONMIND - AMERICAN HANDGUN 2.25 X 5 REV-March 2012

Recoil
Control

Made in the USA.

Captains of Crush®, the gold standard of grippers
11 strengths at your service
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MAssAd AyooBTHEAYOOBFILES

Situation: You’re surrounded by an armed gang,  
and your two companions are shot down next to you. 
Your response?

The JonaThan Davis inciDenT

leSSon: “Outnumbered” doesn’t mean “hopelessly 
outnumbered”… one determined, skilled armed man can 
do more than most would think … backup weapons are 
important … and we are reminded “If it was not docu-
mented, it didn’t happen.”

Continued on page 74

On the 19th of December in the year 1854, the great California 
Gold Rush was on. Law enforcement was in its infancy, banditry 
was common, and it was understood when you went on that quest 
for the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow, a revolver was as 
essential a tool as pickaxe, shovel and sifting pan. That was a 
concept obviously grasped by Captain Jonathan Davis of South 
Carolina, Dr. Bolivar Sparks of Mississippi and James McDonald 
of Alabama when they went prospecting along the American 
River near Placerville, Calif., and not far from Sacramento. 

The death battle which occurred there that day was, for sev-
eral reasons, largely overlooked by historians of the Old West. 
According to writer Richard Fournier, “…researcher Bill Secrest 
uncovered the account in the 1980s. John Boessenecker retold 
the story in his book, Gold Dust and Gunsmoke in 1999.” It has 
also been the subject of at least one article by the respected his-
torian Bob Boze Bell, and touched on by various bloggers with a penchant for the history 
of the Western Frontier.

What brought it to our attention was an article in the January 2012 edition of VFW 
magazine by the aforementioned Richard Fournier. AH readers Max Albritton and Scott 
Schindehette called that piece to the attention of editor Roy Huntington and myself, and 
Max was kind enough to even mail a copy of the magazine. Roy and I agreed: the inci-
dent is definitely on point for discussion in this space. With the invaluable help of the 
awesome Old West researcher Rita Ackerman, whom I met a few years ago when we both 
taught at the Western History Symposium in Tombstone, Ariz., American Handgunner 
was able to unearth some long-ignored facts, and correlate some modern learning points.

The incident
As the three prospectors made their way through a remote area known as Rocky 

Canyon in the foothills of the Sierra Nevadas, they were caught in a very effective 
ambush. In the first few seconds of gunfire, Mr. McDonald was killed outright, before he 
could raise a finger to protect himself or his companions. Dr. Sparks was able to draw his 
revolver and get off two shots. It’s unclear whether he hit any of his antagonists before 
being shot, himself.

Sparks then collapsed, so severely wounded he could no longer fight. Only one of the 
party was left standing. He was Captain Jonathan Davis, his rank earned in the Mexican 
War between 1846 and 1848. He had seen heavy combat, had survived being wounded at 
the Battle of Churubusco in 1847, and had earned a reputation as a master at wielding 
both gun and blade. 

It was a reputation that would be tested, and reinforced, in the minutes to come.

sculptor mike trcic’s prodigious 
talents can be seen at trcic studio 

in sedona, ariz., and at www.
trcicstudio.com. his striking bronze 
of Jonathan Davis bears the quote 

by thomas Jefferson: “one man 
with Courage is a majority” — 

a perfect choice. 



http://www.cmcmags.com
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sAGe AdvIce FroM tHe HANdLoAdING GUrUs JoHN tAFFIN

HANDLOADING

left: out of print but not out of date these remain valuable reference books. 
right: mandatory books for the bullet caster are these from lyman. 

Living With Lead
t

wo re-occurring questions from those who reload using cast bullets are “Will 
this load lead my barrel?” and “Why am I getting leading?” The first one is the 
easiest to answer simply because, at least in most cases, there’s no answer other 

than the only way to find out is through experience. However, you can just about 
count on a pure lead bullet and 1,000 fps performing a good job of plating the 
forcing cone and barrel with lead!

Why are you getting leading? Might be your bullet alloy, the lube, the bullet 
diameter, powder too hot for a particular load, barrel/cylinder gap, forcing cone 
issues, barrel condition, chamber throat diameter, the phase of the moon, and 
whether you were the youngest, oldest, or the in-between child in your family. 

Many reloaders use commercial cast bullets. These are usually harder than nec-
essary, with a lube that’s too hard, and they usually have a bevel-base. The bevel 
base makes casting easier, and if a softer lube was used it would be very messy. 
These bullets simply should not shoot very well — but they do. I have often pitted 
them against my very carefully alloyed cast bullets and find they usually outshoot 
my best efforts. I simply can’t explain it. 

 ’ve been casting since late 1956, 
progressing from a single cavity 
mold using a dipper and a cast-

iron pot, to multiple cavity molds run 
two at a time. Now, I keep two melting 
pots always at the ready, with two 
different alloys for different purposes. 
Currently one pot holds an alloy of 
“pure” wheelweights (for .44 and .45 
loads under 1,100 fps); while the other 
is a 50:50 mixture of lead and type 
metal for .357 loads.

Lead has become a generic term 
referring to bullets which are not jack-
eted, however pure lead is rarely used 
for casting bullets. Normally, metals 
like lead, tin, antimony, type metal and 
wheelweights are used. When I started 
casting, I was working for a building 
supply warehouse which had lead in 100 

pound bars, and one pound bars of tin. 
At the time, Elmer Keith prescribed a 
1:16 mixture of tin and lead for sixgun 
bullets, so that’s exactly what most of 
us used. After melting into one pound 
ingots, 16 ingots of lead mixed with one 
pound of tin resulted in excellent bullets. 

 For many years I made my bullets 
out of type metal, the hardest metal 
normally available to bullet casters. It 
makes beautiful bullets, and is espe-
cially desirable for rifle bullets, however 
there’s a downside. Type metal bullets 
rarely ever cause leading, however they 
can easily shatter on impact with metal 
or the bone of tough critters. I learned to 
cut the type metal with equal amounts 
of either lead or wheelweights. 

Wheelweights have to be melted, 
all the road dirt skimmed off, and the 
metal clips removed from the molten 
alloy. They make excellent bullets 
for standard use, however there is a 
caveat. Current wheelweights may have 
substances which are not conducive to 
making good bullets. If you can find a 
supply of older ones, grab them.

a lloys are given a hardness 
number known as BHN, or 
Brinnell Hardness Number. 

Type Metal is about 84 percent lead, 
4 percent tin and 12 percent antimony 
with a BHN of 22. Wheelweights 
can vary, but the older ones are about 
95 percent lead with a BHN of 9. A 
lead/tin mixture of 10:1 has a BHN 
of 11.5; 16:1 is 11; 20:1 is 10; 30:1 
is 9 and a 40:1 lead/tin mixture has a 
BHN of 8.5. Pure lead is assigned the 
number 5. Hardness of bullets can be 
increased by heat-treating or water-
quenching, but that’s another topic 
for another time. 

Every reloader should have 
at least three current reloading 
manuals; for the bullet caster one of 
these should be from Lyman. Lyman 
offers their Reloading Manual, #49, 
the latest, but from time to time they 
also publish The Pistol and Revolver 
Handbook and a Cast Bullet 
Manual. In 1986, RCBS published 
Cast Bullet Manual Number 1 but 
I have never seen the sequel. All of 
these contain valuable information, 
so keep your eye open for them and 
grab ’em if you see one. You might 
check online for sources.

Just as in most other areas of six-
gunning, the only definite answer 
about whether leading will or will 
not occur is by experimenting with 
your personal sixgun and load. 
Bullet casting and using cast bullets 
is an ongoing learning experience. 
And, I wouldn’t have it 
any other way.   

alloy 
hardness

one pound ingots clearly marked tl (type 
metal), pl (pure lead) and ww (wheelweights) 
make mixing alloys convenient and easy. 

*
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tIps, tecHNIQUes ANd poLItIcAL INcorrectNess J.d. JoNes

HANDGUNHUNTING

two true long-range handguns, the t/C 
encore and xp-100. both are capable of handling 

a wide array of cartridges with exceptional accuracy. 
both are best used from a rest in long-range configuration.

i
guess, no, I know I’m an opinionated old fart on a lot of subjects. Got that way 
mostly from learning from my mistakes. I’m not a bit apologetic about it, or 
the mistakes, as I look at life as a learning process enjoying as much of it as I 

reasonably can. That leads to a lot of compromises. I like to drive fast, but don’t 
like traffic tickets, so I compromise by mostly obeying speed limits, no matter how 
idiotic some of them are.

Guns, ammo and ballistics are nothing more than a lot of compromises by the 
manufacturers. Think of it this way, if you want 2,000 fps out of a 1911 .45 ACP 
you can get it — for one shot. And certainly some of the fragments will reach 
2,000 fps. So we compromise with a nice, safe 230 at 850 from the 1911, and go to 
another gun and caliber to get the two grand out of a 230 or heavier bullet. It makes 
sense, saves hospital and doctor bills too.

I
t goes the same way with bullets. The 
most accurate bullets are going to be 
those made for the best accuracy pos-

sible and most will be on the dismal side 
of glowing success if used on game. They 
simply aren’t made for hunting. The hunting 
bullet will probably not give the best 
accuracy, although it will do a far better job 
of doing what is necessary once it strikes 
an animal to effect a quick clean kill. The 
accuracy of the hunting bullet is not dismal, 
but not match grade either. I can’t think of a 
hunting bullet on the market today that does 
not have adequate accuracy at maximum 
practical range for the caliber.

So what is practical range? Thorny ques-
tion. Right now without glasses and iron 
sights, no matter the caliber, it’s about 5-8 
feet for me. I simply can’t see the sights. 
Put a 6.5 Mini-Dreadnought with good 
ammo and optics as well as a rest and I’m 
pretty effective at 400 yards on an antelope, 
although I much prefer to shoot shorter 
ranges. Fact of the matter is, simply at 
around 400 from that caliber the bullet will 
loose the capacity for violent expansion and 
tissue destruction and even a good, fatal hit 
may result in a slower death of the animal 
and possible loss by the hunter.

Regardless of the caliber or gun you 
use, the ballistic capability of the cartridge 
and your ability under the circumstances 
existing, to effectively place an immedi-
ately effective shot is your practical range 
— anything further is too long.

HuntIng 
OR taRget?

O
ver the years, I loosely kept track of my shots at several hundred ani-
mals standing in the broadside position. When everything went right, 
they worked out well as I seldom shoot if I’m not sure of the shot. On 

the average, about one out of 16 shots were screwed up. Not all of them ended 
up badly, as the bullet struck the liver, which generally affects a quick fatality 
due to massive blood loss. All poorly placed shots impacted toward the rear 
of the animal, simply because few animals walk backward. But any of them 
are likely to take a step forward at any time. If the trigger is pulled beyond the 
stopping stage, a poor hit is going to result. On the human side of it, a muscle 
tremor simply cannot be anticipated, and in my case at least, usually results in a 
clean miss.

I like long range shooting for the caliber in question, but usually at steel 
targets or rocks. Errors in shooting due to spin-drift, wind, faulty ammo or 
operator make no difference. I do have respect for the animal I hunt and do my 
best to stay within the capability of the caliber and my personal ability rather 
than take a chancy shot. Being sensible doesn’t give you 
much experience at following a blood trail though.

Being Sensible

*

long RangE 
PRactical 
accuRacy 

examples of recovered match bullets laying on a 
recovered .70 cal that hit steel. note how match 
bullets generally don’t disrupt in game.

lehigh Defense .44 special 
limited-penetration/
max-expansion bullets 
recovered from water. 
fifty yards is long range 
for this combination. 
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FIrst-persoN tHoUGHts oN sUrvIvING IN tHe reAL WorLd cLINt sMItH

REALITYCHECK TM
Heidi Smith

 he most important issue in a home with firearms is 
that everyone is on the same page when it comes to 
gun handling. Not doing this is like having two people 

blindfolded with running chainsaws in a closet — nothing 
good is going to come of it. The most important rules to 
follow are the four firearm safety rules we all hear time and 
again. Yes, they’re used for general gun handling, but were 
truly designed for use in the middle of a fight — whether in 
the battlefield of Afghanistan or in the middle of your living 
room. There are a few things I would like you to consider to 
help you make a start at getting on the same page at home. 
Let’s start with the Four Firearm safety rules, so check out 
the chart and read ’em out loud. 

Thousands of people have been taught these rules, and 
they work. Don’t think so? Apply them to the following 
true stories. The husband, 5 years ago, who decided to use 
his .357 to shoot a hole through the wall of his house for the 
TV cable. His wife was outside working in the garden — 
and he killed her. The cop who, 2 years ago, was practicing 

Most of you probably have a 
gun safe, and if you don’t, 
you’d better get one and 

keep the guns locked up safe from 
kids or burglars. You can be liable 
for where those guns end up, and 
you need to establish a secure 
place to keep them. Work out your 
own program to manage self-
defense at home, but when the 
gun is not under your control — it 
needs to be secure.

Start with a gun handling area. 
With your home and family you 
need to designate an area solely 
for gun handling and cleaning. 
Make sure in the area muzzles are 
pointed safely — what’s on the 
other side of the wall? 

Make your plan. It’s a bad 
thing to learn to drive on ice in 
the middle of a snow storm. The 
same can be said about learning 
how to clear your home and take 
care of your family in the middle 
of a fight. Best thing to do is 
dead-bolt your bedroom door and 
call 911. But for some of us, the 
response time is more then just a few minutes, so 
a plan must be in place. Also if you have kids on 
the other end of the house and they are yelling 
“mommy help me!” — then you are going. Prac-
tice the plan now and figure out what you will do 
if something goes wrong.

if you don’t have a place to secure your firearms 
when they’re not directly in your control, you’re 
really asking for trouble. a dedicated high quality 
safe, like this Cannon, can fix that problem. 

A Safe Makes It Safe Vacation 
Plans

Four Firearm Safety Rules
1: Treat all guns as if they are loaded.
2: Keep your finger off the trigger until your sights are on the target.
3: Don’t point the muzzle at anything you are not willing to destroy.
4: Always be sure of your target and backstop.

his drawing technique with 
his Glock and killed his 
wife as she walked into 
the living room. Most 
recently, the Navy Seal 
who was showing a girl 
his gun and shot him-
self in the head trying to 
show her the gun was 
unloaded? There’s plenty 
more just like these.

Surprisingly, the big-
gest issue I have seen 
over the last 22 years is after a woman takes a gun class and 
she has enough knowledge on board to go home and correct 
unsafe gun handling that has been going on in her home. If 
this rings true to you, regardless of who is involved, then 
swallow your ego and make the changes now. Your lives, and 
the lives of your loved ones, are worth it.

w hen the fights 
starts it will be 
like a family 

vacation you have planned 
— everything changes the 
moment they start. When most of us play 
the “what if” game  (“what if someone 
broke into our house”), we play it, and 
we always win. What if something goes 
wrong? What if you turn around and see 
your spouse has a sucking chest wound? 
Do you have trauma dressing to stop 
the bleeding? This might be an extreme 
example, but I can pretty much guarantee 
it will change “your big fight plan” — and 
you need to think ahead and plan for it.

In the big picture, how we treat our guns 
individually effects all of us, and at some 
level, how much of society perceives us as 
gun owners. If we all pay more attention 
to these issues, the opinions of some will 
become much different.

In the big picture, our goal for our 
homes is to keep them safe and to never 
have to use a gun — think of ways to 
avoid it. But if it comes down to your only 
option, then you all must be on the same 

page about what to do, how the guns are handled during the fight, 
and in “peace time” at home.

Get on the same page. Get a safe, make a safe gun handling area, 
post the  Four Firearm Safety rules in this area — and practice your 
plan. Keeping these issues top priority will keep us all on the 
same page, and in the big picture will help to keep us all safe. *
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The Pro CDP I I™ .45 ACP has a 
4 - inch barrel and ful l - length grip.
It weighs just 28 ounces.

CDP pistols feature night sights and 
a Carry Melt™ treatment for rounded 
and blended edges.
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The Kimber CDP.
Carry Without Compromise.

The new Ultra+ CDP II™ (left) with full-length 
grip and Ultra CDP II™ with short grip are 
chambered in .45 ACP. Both have 3-inch 
barrels that make them easy to conceal.

The Custom CDP I I™ .45 ACP is a 
ful l -size 1911. Even with a 5 - inch 
barrel, i t weighs only 31 ounces.

Absolute dependability combined with power and accuracy is everything in a carry pistol. Kimber® 
CDP (Custom Defense Package) models take that to the extreme, blending all the important carry 
features into a light weight, high-performance package. Built in the Kimber Custom Shop,™ each 
has front strap checkering, match grade barrel, chamber and trigger, stainless steel slide and 
ambidextrous thumb safety. Seven models are offered, each an unequaled value. Chamberings 
include .45 ACP and 9mm. A carry pistol is the last place to compromise. Carry a Kimber CDP.

http://www.kimberamerica.com
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tHe INsIde scoop oN pIstoLsMItHING tecHNIQUes ALeX HAMILtoN

PISTOLSMITHING

S o, the next time you want 
your granddaddy’s rusted 
old revolver, pistol, rifle or 

shotgun made to look new, please 
understand the process is not 
something that happens over-
night or something a gunsmith 
waves his hand over and a in a 
few hours, a beautifully restored 
firearm mysteriously appears. 
It takes extraordinary talent and 
exposure to considerable danger 
and expense before a gunsmith 
can deliver granddad’s old gun 
back to you. You must also con-
sider the value of the firearm you 
want restored, because in many 
— or possibly most cases — the 
cost of refinishing by these two 
bluing methods is more than the 
value of the gun. And 
now you know why.

W
e gun-guys are very fortunate 
these days to have many 
choices for metal finishing. 
We have bluing, which can be 

broken down into hot caustic blue, char-
coal blue, slow rust blue and Nitre blue. 
There are lots of other excellent choices 
for metal coloring, such as the won-
derful, durable polymer coatings, hard 
chrome, nickel, lacquer, color casing, 
Phosphate and water-transfer imaging. 
But for good looks on beautiful guns, 
nothing tops a gorgeous blue finish on 
highly polished metal, like we used to see on the old Colts, 
Smiths and other works of gun-art.

High quality finishing is probably the single most expensive 
item when building a high value firearm. Preparing the metal 
for bluing consumes hours of expert handwork just to get the 
metal to the point where it can be dropped into the caldron 
of caustic bluing salts for coloring. Modern polymer finishes 
don’t require excessive hand polishing, making them much 

a
s for the process of bluing, it’s a complex mix of the labor of hand pol-
ishing, chemistry, extreme heat and human skill. Without going into great 
detail outlining the entire process, the basic procedure is fairly simple, but 

very dangerous since the metal finisher is dealing with extremely caustic Sodium 
Hydroxide salts heated to around 290 degrees F. This method of bluing is known 
as caustic-nitrate.nitrite, yielding a black finish, and is the industry standard.

Back in the 1970s, I employed famous pistolsmith Bob Day. Bob did all his 
bluing in a series of tanks outside his garage workshop. His wife’s cat jumped up 
on the uncovered bluing tank and was immediately dissolved. The bluing solu-
tion is that deadly!

Another bluing method is called Charcoal blue or may also be referred to as 
Carbonia blue. This time consuming, ancient process also takes great talent and 
experience, such as is had by Doug Turnbull of Turnbull Manufacturing Co., and 
a very few other high-end custom metal finishers. This method yielded the mag-
nificent colors seen on the old S&W and Colt revolvers and required great talent 
using polishing wheels and hand-polishing blocks.

After polishing to a bright mirror finish the gun parts were submersed in a 
secret, deep-smoldering mixture of various high carbon products such as bone, 
leather and hardwood charcoal and secret oil, such as whale oil, all contained in 
a special oven heated to 750 degrees. After a time the gun parts were rotated in 
the hot fuming mixture and cooked again, and rotated and cooked again. This 
process was repeated as many as 10 times, until the proper color was achieved. 
The charcoal method of bluing, like hot caustic blue, is very dangerous to the 
gunsmith, with deadly, extreme heat and noxious vapors within just inches of the 
gunsmith’s body.

Disappearing cat Mysterious 
Apparition?

more economical 
for typical, run of 

the mill guns used as 
tools for law enforce-

ment, military and civilian carry.
Preparation for polymer finishes normally requires the 

surface be degreased and blasted with 120 grit media, so 
gunsmith labor is held to a minimum. Bluing, on the other 
hand, requires time and talent beyond the norm, and in many 
cases is the basis for “stand-alone” businesses such as the 
one I use in Aubrey, Texas, run by a talented man by the 
name of Clarence Ansley.

Clarence owns Gun Bluing Specialty Shop, and is one of 
the few remaining men who do nothing but perfect the art 
of polishing and bluing gun metal without rolling corners, 
wallowing out screw holes and obliterating lettering. I have 
searched a lifetime for men who can complement the work of 
talented custom gunsmiths, and my 42-year search has been 
mostly in vain. But Clarence can do the polishing, bluing and 
other coloring with dedication, precision and perfection. He 
can be contacted by phone at (214) 316-3503.

*

an actual magician: 
Clarence ansley 
owns “Gun bluing 
specialty shop” 
and can, indeed, 
perform magic 
on guns.

to get this sort of final result, you need 
talent, experience, the right tools, 
enough money, plenty of time — 
and just maybe a touch 
of good luck!



http://www.blackhawk.com
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dAve ANdersoNBETTERSHOOTING

S
o, do I carry a .22 Magnum handgun for personal defense? No, and 
for the same reason I don’t carry a .32 or .380. For me, at least, 
there is no downside to using a .38 Special or 9mm (both +P). I 

have compact handguns available for these cartridges, easy to carry and 
conceal, and I can shoot them as fast and accurately as I can a .22. I often 
have a .22 Magnum revolver along during outdoor activities, but for 
small-game or varmint shooting rather than defense.

Is a short-barreled .22 Magnum as effective as a .38 Special or 9mm? 
No it is not. Is it better than a .22 LR? Definitely, with 20- to 25-percent 
greater velocity and greater ignition reliability. How about compared to a 
.380? There I’m on the fence. The best .380 loads provide similar veloci-
ties, with heavier bullets. On the other hand I prefer revolvers for pocket 
carry. The 12-ounce S&W 351 I borrowed from a friend is a 
mighty appealing little revolver!  

For more info: www.americanhandgunner.com/product-index and click 
on the company name.

.22 Mag Vs. 

.38 Special

S
mith & Wesson has a couple of 
very light J-frames in .22 Magnum. 
The model 351PD with 17/8" barrel 

weighs just over 12 ounces loaded. Com-
pared to similar .38 Special/.357 Magnum 
models they offer increased cartridge 
capacity (seven rounds vs. five), along with 
much lighter recoil and a milder report. 
The theory, and it’s not an unreasonable 
one, is it’s better to hit with a .22 Magnum 
than to flinch and miss with a .38 or .357. 

As a small-game/varmint cartridge in a 
rifle the .22 Magnum is one of my favor-
ites. There’s no questioning the round’s 
effectiveness in a rifle. What about in a 
handgun? Both Hornady and Speer have 
.22 Magnum loads intended specifically 
for short barrels. The Hornady Critical 
Defense round has a 45-gr. bullet rated 
at 1,000 fps. The Speer Gold Dot short-
barrel/personal-protection load has a 40-gr. 
bullet rated at 1,050 fps. These velocities 
are from sub-2" barrels. Both loads deliv-
ered the advertised velocity in our tests. 
I did find a 31/2" barrel provides a pretty 
good velocity increase, from around 150 
to 200 additional fps. Check out the chart. 
I wouldn’t mind seeing S&W offer the 
option of a 3 – 31/2" barrel on the 351PD.

I didn’t have a 2" .22 LR on hand but 
did run some high-speed .22 LR (36-gr. 
HP) through a couple of 4" revolvers (S&W 
34 and Ruger SP-101). Velocities were 
around 200 – 250 fps slower than those of 
the .22 Magnum in similar barrel length. 

I ’ve read these two loads from Hornady and Speer use a powder espe-
cially suited to short barrels. Could be, though velocities were no better 
than other loads using similar bullet weights. Personally, I don’t think 

the magic, if any, is in the powder; it’s in the bullet. The bullets appear to be 
designed to provide expansion, weight retention and good penetration even 
at moderate velocities. To get some sense of bullet performance I fired them 
from various barrel lengths into paraffin blocks. I won’t pretend this is as 
informative as using ballistic gelatin but it is at least consistent.

Both the Hornady FTX and Speer Gold Dot bullets performed splen-
didly in this medium. Even from the short barrel there was bullet expansion, 
increasing as velocities increased in longer barrels. Penetration was con-
sistently around 5" to 6" regardless of barrel length. It seemed, as velocity 
increased, greater expansion slowed bullets down more quickly, and they 
ended up with about the same penetration as slower bullets.

The Gold Dots seemed to expand a bit more violently, possibly because they 
are a bit lighter and faster, or maybe Speer is using softer jacket/core material. 
The Gold Dots also tended to lose a bit more weight as velocity increased.

My impression is this ammunition, from both makers, is superlative 
in quality. Both loads gave consistent velocities and both were extremely 
accurate. In a rifle they equaled the accuracy of the best load I’ve ever used, 
the Winchester 33-gr. Supreme. There’s also a perception rimfire priming 
is inherently less reliable than centerfire primers. While I’ve had occa-
sional misfires with .22 LR ammunition I have never had a misfire with .22 
Magnum ammunition, over the course of firing many thousands of rounds.

these .22 magnum loads were made 
specifically for short barrels, though 

they performed splendidly in 
longer barrels as well, such 

as the 3½" barrel on my 
old s&w 51 kit Gun.

coNsIsteNt & reLIABLe

A Quandry?

Yes? No? Maybe?

Velocity Vs. 
Barrel Length 

Cartridge/Bullet Weight (grs.) 17/8" 31/2" 51/2" 20"

hornady Critical Defense/45 1,001 1,137 1,298 1,680
speer Gold Dot/40 1,086 1,252 1,385 1,850
winchester hp/40 1,084 1,243 1,351 1,813
remington hp/40 1,016 1,205 1,365 1,852
remington premier/33 1,095 1,277 1,473 1,918
winchester supreme/30 1,305 1,495 1,770 2,190
(velocities in fps, average of 10 rounds.)

Barrel Length

*

hornady Critical 
Defense .22 magnum 

with 45-gr. ftx bullet, 
fired into paraffin block 
from (l-r) 17/8" barrel, 

31/2"  barrel and 51/2" 
barrel. the speer load per-

formed similarly, with 
both loads holding

together well.
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New Ad-Com™ (Adjustable Combat) night sight sets combine 

the enhanced performance of  an adjustable rear sight with 

Meprolight® brightness. They are the perfect size for smaller 

pistols from Glock, H&K and Kahr, as well as the Springfield XD. 

Genuine Novak® night sight sets fit Colt, Taurus and Springfield 

1911 pistols, plus the Taurus 24/7. Modifications – if  required – 

are minor. Backed by the strongest warranty offered today 

and 20% brighter than other brands, Meprolight is the right 

sight in any light.

Connect the dots.
Really fast.
In the dark.

New Meprolight night sights for semi-automatic pistols.

(888) 243-4522
© 2011 Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Information and specifications 
are for reference only and subject to change without notice. 

Ad-Com night sights.

Genuine Novak night sights.

T H E  C H O I C E  O F  A M E R I C A ’ S  B E S T
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iver offers three .45s: the 1911 
eagle, the Commander-sized hawk, and 

the officer’s model-sized thrasher.

tHe sIXGUNNer HIMseLF: GUNs, GeAr & More JoHN tAFFIN

TAFFINTESTS

t here are basically two models, 
with each being offered in two 
finishes. First up we have the 

Polished Stainless Model. Both the 
sides of the frame and slide are high 
polish stainless while the top of the 
slide, bottom of the frame, front of the 
grip frame, flat mainspring housing, 
beavertail safety, thumb safety, slide 
stop, Commander-style hammer and 
trigger are all matte finish stainless. 
The trigger is the long original 1911- 
style but lightweight, with three holes 
drilled in it. Serrations are provided
on both sides of the slide in front of 
the rear sight and behind the front 
sight for ease in operating the slide. 
Slide-to-frame fit is very tight.

The right side of the slide is 
marked “Thrasher SS” while the left 
side bears the inscription in two lines 
“IVER JOHNSON” and also the Iver 
Johnson owl’s head logo. I quote 
from my original article on the Iver 
Johnson 1911s as it still applies to 
the Thrashers: “Any regular readers 
know my aversion to most factory 

Threshin’ Out 
The Thrashers
I ver Johnson is going to the birds! 

First we had the Eagle and the Hawk 
(Taffin Tests, March/April 2010) and 
now a whole flock of Thrashers have 

landed, and I’ve been busy at the Taffin 
Trappin’s Threshin’ out Thrashers. The 
flock consists of four birds, all different, 
and yet they have some attributes in 
common. The original Iver Johnsons were 
1911 and Commander-sized, however the 
Thrashers are different. They are all Offi-
cer’s ACP-sized, and grip panels made for 
Officer’s Colts readily fit the Thrashers.

My test guns are all chambered in 
.45 ACP, however they will also be offered in .40 S&W and 
9mm. Barrel lengths are 31/8" with an overall length of 67/8", 
overall height of 47/8", and an unloaded weight of 34 ounces. 
Magazine capacity in .45 ACP is 7 rounds, and each maga-
zine has a bumper pad on the bottom.

The four different models are Polished Stainless, Pol-
ished Blue, Satin Stainless and Matte Blue. All four models 
have Commander-style hammers and beavertail grip safe-
ties with the memory bump to assure its being pressed, and 

I ver Johnson has been around for 
a long time, especially providing 
low-cost, self-defense revolvers 

going back to the black powder days 
and extending into the smokeless era, 
with their top-break .32 and .38 pocket 
pistols. Who knows how many farms 
and ranches have had an Iver Johnson 
Sealed Eight .22 revolver with an 8-shot 
cylinder on hand? About 2 years ago, 
Iver Johnson started offering 1911s. 
They are produced by S.A.M. in the 
Philippines, with a higher grade parts 
specification than the normal S.A.M. 
parts. The external design is to Iver 
Johnson’s specifications also.

Finishing Family history

left: the thrashers were test-fired with nine different loads, however feeding of the 185-gr. Jhps was 
not totally reliable in all of them. right: Grip panels on the thrashers are easily replaced with those made 
for the Colt officer’s aCp model. these are by pearce and herrett’s.

target-fired rapid fire at 10 yards. 
thrashers from top left clockwise: satin 
stainless, polished stainless, matte blue 
and polished blue all ran like clockwork.

TIny 
1911s

Iver  JOhnsOn’s

Continued on page 93

The Thrashers were test-fired with 
eight different 230-grain .45 ACP fac-
tory loads, with the following average 
muzzle velocities: American Eagle 
FMJ, 748 fps; Black Hills JHP, 711 fps; 
Federal FMJ, 732 fps; Herter’s Nylon 
RN, 740 fps; Magtech FMJ, 721 fps; 
Remington JHP, 731 fps; Speer TMJ, 
692 fps and Winchester FMJ, 723 fps.

I shot them at 7 yards simply 
because while the guns may certainly be 
fired at 25 — why? My 7-yard shooting 
was done rapid fire (at least for me!), as 
if I were shooting to defend. It resulted 
in groups of 2" or less, overall, and they 
handled very nicely. 

the four .45 aCp thrashers from iver Johnson: 
matte blue and polished blue; satin stainless 

and polished 
stainless.

 

grip frames are the 
older-style flat housing 
found on the original 1911s. They all have barrels which are 
tapered to a larger diameter at the front to fit solidly into the 
slide, and all have guide rods. Slide stops, thumb safeties 
and magazine releases are all on the left side and are stan-
dard size. Lowered ejection ports are also standard to each 
version. I’d call these pretty classic styles with no real design 
surprises, and nicely built.



GunVault.com

“But I was instantly armed and ready, thanks to my GunVault. The armed 
intruder was met with a hail of gunfire from my .45 as he kicked in my 
door— preventing him from even getting the chance to fire his own 
weapon. I truly believe that no other product would have given me the 
speed and confidence to access my handgun and control the situation. 
Thank you for helping me save the lives of my family.”

                                                        –J. of San Bernardino, CA

CONFIDENCE TO LIVE YOUR LIFE
SHOOTER READY

CONFIDENCE.GLOCK.COM

©
2012 G

LO
C

K, Inc.

To learn more about GLOCK events and our sport shooting 
foundation, visit CONFIDENCE.GLOCK.COM

You compete to be among the best. Whether you’re at the range or a 
match, you can be confi dent GLOCK is engineered to be fast, simple, 
and to work every time. Buy the best, so you can join the best.

http://www.glock.com
http://www.gunvault.com
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eXcUses, ALIBIs, pItHy oBservAtIoNs & GeNerAL epHUs JoHN coNNor

GUNCRANKDIARIES TM

I
f you see one intruder, do you assume there’s only one? If 
you don’t see a weapon in his hands, do you assume he’s 
unarmed? If you see a weapon in his hand, should you 

assume that’s the only one he has? The only safe assumptions 
you can make are that this person is dangerous; the presence 
of a weapon only makes them more dangerous, and an unseen 
weapon can be more dangerous than one you see.

You’ve got him at gunpoint, and he cajoles, he begs, he 
pleads, he swears to leave peacefully if you’ll just let him go. 
What can you assume? That his mouth is moving, possibly to 
alert unseen companions; that he’s still the goblin who entered 

IF yoU WANt to LIve 

t he brief: 100-year-old maples form unbroken arches 
of emerald leaves, shading streets of well-tended 
craftsman-built homes; a peaceful neighborhood in 

a very low-crime community. Doors are often unlocked, 
because who stops by except neighbors and friends? 
Yes, such places still exist, and good friends of ours, an 
attractive single mom and her pretty teenage daughter 
live there. But one recent night a “visitor” to the area, a 
whacked-out, drugged-up psychopath, crept into a nearby 
home at random and committed a horrific assault, stab-
bing one victim until the blade of his cheap knife bent into 
uselessness. It was an aberration; the neighbors slipped 
back into somnolence. Not the girls. For them it was a 
reminder of another place, another time.

They knew this was a statistical anomaly — but they 
also knew those are the events you prepare for; those 
rare and dangerous anomalies. Already trained and 
armed with handguns, they added a 12-gauge pump to 
their battery and requested a refresher on home defense 
considerations. Afterward, they picked out some points 
they had not heard or read before and asked me to write 
about them. And so … 

Go Ahead & Assume
A ll your life 

you’ve been 
told not to 

assume — but there 
are some assumptions you must make, 
because the consequence of error is 
grave. The “qualifier” for assumptions 
should be, “If you want to live, you 
assume this, not that.” The first is anyone 
who enters your occupied home at night 
chooses to, knowing you’re inside, and 
it’s not just about opportunistic theft.

Opportunist burglars bent only 
on theft have no desire to confront 
residents. They’re all about the loot 
and getting away clean. They typi-
cally commit daytime burglaries after 
assuring themselves nobody’s home. A 
tiny, miniscule percentage of burglars 
get a thrill out of creeping undetected 
through an occupied home while 
victims sleep, stealing and leaving. If 

it’s always been a 
quiet street, so we 

can assume … what?

More assumptions with evil, violent intent. Do you assume he would show you the 
same mercy he’s begging for, if he now got the drop on you?

You’ve shot him and he’s down. Does that mean he’s 
finished? If he’s not moving, do you assume he can’t move 
— suddenly and violently? If he’s silent, is it because he’s 
silenced, or because he’s listening?

Keep the gun on him until police arrive and are present. 
Recently an older lady in California had to shoot an intruder 
while she was literally on the phone with a police dispatcher. 
The goblin wasn’t moving. When sirens became audible — 
still some distance away — the dispatcher told the lady to put 
down her gun. When can you assume you’re safe? 
Think about it. Connor OUT.

 

Assume tHIs , Not tHAt

a goblin enters your home at night, the 
human prey is as much a part of the 
feast as your possessions. What’s your 
most survivable assumption? 

The second is any sound or move-
ment which alerts you, especially if it 
wakes you, must be investigated, even if 
it’s not repeated. Typically, people wait 
for sound or movement to be repeated, 
or, sound-after-movement or move-
ment-after-sound, before they admit the 
possibility of threat.

Whether they’re military sentries or 
peaceable civilians, people want — and 
have a psychological need — to dismiss 
possible threats; to believe singular 
sounds and movements, not repeated, are 
phenomena which can be safely ignored. 
“First-world” people do this routinely, 
and often enough, they don’t suffer for it, 
but is that a sound assumption? So-called 
“primitives” and non-industrialized 

people typically do not assume so. They 
know something was responsible for 
activating their spider-sense, and it can 
only be ignored at great peril. 

There’s a certain symphony of 
sounds which you ordinarily sleep 
through; the routine creaks and groans 
of structural response to temperature 
changes, the gurgle of water in the pipes, 
the subdued hum of routine traffic. Your 
senses become inured to them, and they 
don’t wake you. But over millennia your 
survival subconscious has been honed to 
respond to alien noises, the ones which 
might signal the presence of danger. 
They not only wake you, but may give 
you an instant shot of adrenaline to 
prepare you for fight-or-flight. 

If you’re awakened, your socially-
conditioned reflex is to turn on a light, 
the brighter the better, to soothe your 
conditioned reflexes. Don’t. Your vision 
is adjusted to low light, so use it; protect 
it. Only use light as a weapon and a 
search-tool projected in front of you. 

*



One of the most signifi cant fi rearm introductions in a generation, the Solo™ 9mm puts unequaled 
Kimber® quality, performance and dependability in a micro-compact pistol. Weighing just 17 
ounces and only 5.5 inches long, they are easy to carry. Near-perfect 1911 ergonomics, smooth 
trigger pull and well-designed sights make them easy to shoot accurately. Built to last, both 
models have stainless steel slides and barrels, plus frames machined from the fi nest aluminum. 
Solo pistols deliver unequaled micro-compact performance - just what you expect from Kimber.
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Kimber, One Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY 10705 (800) 880-2418

The all-new Solo Carry (left) and Solo Carry 
Stainless are the most accurate, shootable and 
dependable 9mm micro-compacts ever offered. 
Kimber quality has come to small pistols.

T H E  C H O I C E  O F  A M E R I C A ’ S  B E S T

kimberamerica.com

Ambidextrous thumb 
safety and magazine 
release are 1911-inspired, 
making operation positive, 
intuitive and fast.

The Solo grip design 
encourages natural target 
alignment and ensures 
both comfortable 
shooting and control.

Solo pistols have a single 
action striker-fi red trigger 
system with the smooth and 
consistent pull required for 
best accuracy.

Introducing the
   Kimber Solo 9mm.
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tHUMB BUstIN’ MUsINGs FroM tHe dUKe MIKe “dUKe” veNtUrINo

SHOOTINGIRON

B rownell’s, the gunsmith tool 
and goodie supplier, sells 
forcing cone reaming kits. 

I’m told by those who know 
more than me the optimum 
forcing cone angle is 11 
degrees. My gunsmith buddy 
Tom Sargis has that kit and has 
cut many of my revolvers with 
it. With some I’ve noted a defi-
nite increase in precision. With 
others I’ve noticed no change 

at all. What I have never encountered was a 
decrease in accuracy after a revolver’s forcing 
cone was cut and smoothed. 

While on the subject of measuring tools, to 
check cylinder chamber mouths I bought a set of 
plug gauges from machine a tool supply outfit 
called ENCO. There are 250 in a set, in .001" 
increments from .250" to .500" and cost me less 
than a hundred bucks delivered to my door. As for 
measuring barrel/cylinder gaps, the common feeler 
gauges used for setting spark plugs are available at 
any automotive parts store and work just fine.

If you’re a handloader, especially one using 
lead alloy bullets, and you take note of your 
revolver’s dimensions and prepare loads accord-
ingly, your results will almost always 
be very satisfying.

More 
revolver 
AccurAcy 
vAriABles

 Photos: Yvonne Venturino

i n the last two issues I’ve detailed how to slug handgun 
barrels so lead alloy bullets of the proper size will be used 
in them. However, that’s just one of the factors involved in 

handgun accuracy — especially revolver accuracy.
Revolver cylinders add about another five to eight dimen-

sions to the mix, depending on how many chambers are there 
and how uniform they are. Long ago I learned just matching a 
lead alloy bullet to a revolver barrel’s groove diameter did not 
insure it would be delivered to the target with precision. For 
instance, I slugged the barrel of a 1960s vintage Colt SAA 
.45 right at its nominal .451". Therefore, I loaded my .45 cast 
bullets to .451" and got disappointing groups.

For many years, I just blamed it on the .45 Colt as being 
a cartridge of inherently poor accuracy. That was nonsense. 

a
nother measurement 
anyone shooting 
revolvers should take 

note of is the gap between the 
barrel and the cylinder. If it 
gets too large the revolver will 
be spitting particles of powder 
and bullet, which is downright 
distracting. When excessive, 
the loss of powder gases will substantially reduce velocity. I’ve actu-
ally seen revolvers with large-barrel/cylinder gap deliver good preci-
sion, but it’s still a thing to avoid. So what’s excessive? In my opinion, 
barrel/cylinder gaps should run from .003" to about .006". Up to about 
.009" isn’t uncommon, and a revolver with gap that large can still be 
serviceable. Revolvers with gaps larger than that should be taken to a 
good gunsmith or returned to their manufacturers for repair.

There’s one other important factor in revolver accuracy hard to 
quantify. That is the smoothness and angle of the barrel’s forcing 
cone. The forcing cone of a revolver barrel should act like a preci-
sion funnel, allowing the bullet to enter it, and then center it with the 
barrel. Forcing cones should not be abrupt or rough, and they often 
are on newly manufactured revolvers. Heck, they often are on vintage 
ones too! As the photo shows, my Colt New Service .38 WCF (.38-
40) has no forcing cone at all. The rifling comes right to the butt-end 
of the barrel. Rough revolver forcing cones are evident by the amount 
of lead fouling accumulated in them.

gaps & 
COnes

things like this impair accuracy: one chamber mouth 
at .453" and another at .455". Cylinder from a 

1990s vintage 3rd Generation Colt saa .45. The Fix

Finally I figured out the problem was Colt .45s of that 
vintage (and today) have notoriously large chamber mouths. 
I just took a break from this keyboard and measured all six 
chamber mouths of my 1967 vintage Colt SAA .45. — they 
were all .456".

If you start a relatively hard .451" bullet out in a .456" 
chamber mouth it’s going to get slammed into the bar-
rel’s forcing cone cocked off its axis. My solution has been 
twofold. If .45 Colt bullets must be hard (Brinell hardness 
number 12 or above) then I size them .454". Conversely, if 
they can be soft, say of 1-20 tin to lead alloy (BHN of 10) 
and used at speeds under 1,000 fps, then they can be sized 
.452". The pressure of powder ignition will cause softer bul-
lets to obturate or fill the chamber mouths. 

*

Duke says that ideally a revolver’s barrel/cyl-
inder gap should be .003" but he has had good 
shooting from them even with .009" gaps. over 
that the revolver should be repaired. 

forcing cones are important too. many vintage revolvers 
have rifling coming right to the butt-end of the barrel such 
as this 1907 Colt new service .38 wCf (.38-40). note the 
leading caused by no forcing cone. 
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opINIoN ANd FActs FroM tHe MeAN streets MAssAd AyooB

COPTALK

leosa has been a Godsend for qualified retired 
cops, allowing them to carry nationwide. pistol is 
springfield armory xD(m) Compact 9mm.

Carry By retired Cops
s hortly before this past Christmas, two incidents involving retired peace officers 

made the news. Both experienced violent home invasions. Box score: retired 
cops 2, home invaders 0. WWII vet Jay Leone was long retired from his post-
war career as a deputy sheriff in California when a man on parole after convic-

tions for multiple home invasions decided to return to his old ways. Unfortunately 
for him, he suffered what I’ve come to call a sudden and acute failure of the victim 
selection process. He broke into the old cop’s home with a gun. The retired warrior 
was 90 years old, but he hadn’t forgotten how to fight. Wounded in the face by the 
perpetrator’s first shot, the grizzled hero responded by pumping three bullets into 
his attacker, who fled. The suspect was soon in custody, 
however, and survived to face trial. More important, 
the nonagenarian sheepdog survived also, to tes-
tify against the SOB. The story was reported by 
Joe Wolfcale of Marinscope Newspapers.

In roughly the same time frame in 
Warren, Michigan a 26-year-old 
home invader found himself facing 
an armed householder: a retired 
cop, according to the Detroit Free 
Press, which did not name the retiree 
in its story. Once again, the ex-
lawman shot his antagonist three times 
and won the fight. This time, the good 
guy emerged unscathed. The retired 
officer was 62 years of age.

W hen the uniforms come out of the 
closet and go into cardboard boxes, 
a cop’s instincts don’t get put in 

mothballs with them. The retired officers 
I know have all been acutely aware they 
were no longer on The Job — an aware-
ness that can bring great stress relief on 
the one hand, and sometimes, a wistful 
sense of loss of identity on the other. But 
there’s something else they need to be 
aware of. The instinct to protect — an 
instinct that very likely led them into 
a police career in the first place, and 
an instinct constantly sharpened and 

CHanges
L

aw enforcement is an ego-
investment profession. What 
you do begins subtly, even 

insidiously, to define who you 
are. And it becomes so deep a part 
of you that when violent crimes 
happen in front of you, you will 
react. You may have to react…or 
die, or witness the brutalization 
or the death of your loved ones. 
Retirement does not kill that part 
of you.

Stay ready. Stay sharp. Stay 
armed. Keep your skills. It appears 
from the news accounts that in 
the first two incidents mentioned 
here, one “geezer-cop” got three 
hits with three shots, and the other, 
three out of four: a roughly 85 
percent hit ratio between them, 
better than the national average of 
young, active duty cops. We can 
be proud of them.

Retired Deputy Leone was 
reported to have used a .38 Special 
revolver — the quintessential 
“police gun” of his time on the job 
— in the gunfight he recently won 
at age 90. We also have cops today 
who started with Glocks and retired 
with them, and carry them yet; and 
even retirees who revel in the fact 
they can now pack the cocked and 
locked 1911 forbidden to them for 
their police careers. No matter. 
They all know their guns, and they 
all remain ready to continue to 
protect the innocent, even in their 
well-earned retirement They are 
role models who teach a 
valuable lesson to us all.

Keep your skills

*

strengthened over the course of their 
career — remains. 

I remember two cases from the past 
of NYPD officers who, thanks to the 
efforts of their Patrolman’s Benevolent 
Association, were able to be armed in the 
city after they retired. One was getting 
a haircut when a violent armed robbery 
took place in the barbershop. He stopped 
it, and prevented any loss of innocent life, 
with deadly accurate fire from his old 
off-duty/backup gun, a Smith & Wesson 
Chief Special .38. Another NYPD retiree 
was on a ferry when a guy went nuts and 
started hacking at people with a sword. 
He drew his .38, and swiftly and deci-
sively stopped the carnage.

But I remember another retired 
officer. He had left the job as chief of 
police. He and his wife were in a cem-
etery paying their respects to a departed 
loved one when he saw a mugger 
violently attack a woman at a nearby 
gravesite. The instinct of the protector 
took over, and he ran to help her. Unlike 
the four retired officers cited above, he 
was not armed — the attacker was.

The retired chief was murdered at the 
scene, his final courageous sacrifice a 
lasting lesson to all who have worn the 
badge before, and all who wear it now.

the .38s of yesteryear have protected 
retired cops for more than a century, and 
through today. 

once retired, many cops can 
carry their beloved 1911s. here, a les 

baer and custom officer’s (by tussey Custom).

editor 
huntington 
carried this duo 
for some time on 
the san Diego pD. 
retired now, he tends 
toward a kahr p45 or 
a lightweight 1911 paired 
with a scandium J-frame. 
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soLId AdvIce to Keep yoU AHeAd oF tHe coMpetItIoN dAve ANdersoN

WINNINGEDGE

A cute 
Browning .22 

There, I’ve said it, so there’s no need to write Editor 
Roy a scathing letter. Because against all my better 
instincts, knowing full well the grievous nature of my sin 
— I am labeling the Browning 1911-22 “cute.”

Iknow our own Duke Venturino cov-
ered this nifty gun not long ago, but 
we simply couldn’t resist another look. 

This little Browning is a copy of the John 
Browning-designed US Pistol, Model 
of 1911A1, but scaled down in size to 
85 percent of the original. Rather than 
.45 ACP, it’s chambered for the .22 LR. 
Obviously it isn’t an exact copy in every 
respect. Rather than the tilt-lock mecha-
nism of the .45 it’s a straight blowback. 
The frame and slide are made of alloy, 
keeping weight at 1 pound (empty).

The barrel is steel-lined; the breech 
area and feed-ramp are steel and a steel 

T rigger pull is 5½ pounds and reasonably crisp, 
with a small amount of creep I could feel in 
precision shooting. Even with the rather primitive 

sights, I was able to get decent 5-shot groups at 25 yards. 
By concentrating with roughly the intensity of a pilot 
making a night landing in a zero-visibility blizzard, I could 
keep all five in 2", but with even a bit of wind shear a shot 
would get away, opening the group another inch or so.

Handsome appearance aside, a fair question is what is 
it good for. Several things, actually. It’s a fun plinker, and 
despite the best efforts of some I could name, fun is still 
legal. It would be a good training pistol for a shooter with 

small hands. Women who tried the pistol liked it and began 
treating me with civility and even, dare I say it, respect, 
which is unusual in my case.

With its light weight, reliability and accuracy, it would be 
a fine kit gun, the pistol you carry in a daypack or survival 
kit along with a couple boxes of ammunition. It’s made (and 
made very well) in the USA, and is a fitting tribute to a great 
man and a great patriot, John M. Browning. And it’s cuter 
than a basket of kittens. Okay, maybe not quite that cute, but 
you get the drift. Oh, and don’t send the letter. I 
promised Roy he wouldn’t get any. Please?

For more info: www.americanhandgunner.com/browning 
or (800) 333-3288

KItty-Cute: AlMoSt

a Re-LOOk?

… And A Letter

breechface/firing pin/extractor housing 
is pinned in the slide. Operating compo-
nents subject to wear such as the hammer 
and sear, thumb safety, slide stop, maga-
zine housing and magazine latch are steel.

The pistol came in a very nice soft 
pistol rug, with labels containing the sig-
nature of John M. Browning and “1911 
– 2011 100 Years”. My first impres-
sion on opening the case was, “Hey, is 
this thing ever cu- I mean, curiously, it 
isn’t a full-size .22.” If what you want 
is a same size/weight .22 for cheaper 
practice with a 1911-style pistol, this 
probably isn’t the one you want. But, 

this one stands on its own merits.
I ran about 250 rounds of several types 

and brands of ammunition from CCI, Fed-
eral, Remington, and Winchester; plated 
high-speed solids and hollowpoints, stan-
dard velocity target loads with lead bul-
lets. The magazine capacity is 10 rounds, 
and the 1911-22 functioned perfectly, with 
never even a hint of a malfunction.

Operating controls — grip safety, 
thumb safety, slide stop, magazine 
release — are located and operate the 
same as on a real 1911. There’s one 
additional feature, a magazine safety; and 
everything functioned reliably.

*

operating controls are made of steel, similar 
in appearance and location to the original 1911a1. 

handling, shooting, even takedown for cleaning are identical.

left: with its light weight, heavy trigger pull, and small sights it takes a superlative 
shooter to realize its accuracy. right: top is a wwii-era 1911a1 .45 aCp service pistol with 

original holster, bottom the browning 1911-22 and holster (also available from browning). 

Dear Mr. Editor: I am taking a subscription just so I can cancel it. I am 

deeply offended. Offended and indignant. One of your so-called “experts” 

referred to the Browning 1911-22 as “cute.” Firearms are not cute. They 

are tools. They have no personality. You’re no better than anti-gun types who 

demonize guns with terms like “assault weapon” and “sniper rifIe.” You are 

helping the anti-gunners, betraying your readers, setting a bad example for the 

children, scaring the horses, causing anxiety and sleep disorder, and just generally 

guilty of bad form.  Signed, Outraged!
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FroM cLAssIcs to cUttING edGe IN cArry MetHods sAMMy reese

CARRYOPTIONS

the J122 iwb 
holster proved to 

be comfortable and 
secure. sammy 

liked it a 
good deal. 

JasOn WInnIe HOLsteRs

t
he illegal alien who blew the red 
light and T-boned my freshly 
waxed patrol car changed my 

life forever. There are many things 
I loved to do I can’t anymore. For a 
dyed-in-the-wool adrenalin junkie, 
I’ve been forced to lead a much mel-
lower life than I’d like to. 

After the crash, I also lost the ability 

Imet Jason Winnie at this year’s SHOT Show in 
January. I was running to another appointment, when 
Roy grabbed me and introduced us. Our conversation 

continued a few weeks after SHOT via telephone, where 
I got to know a lot more about Jason and what drives him 
to make the best possible holsters and accessories he can.

Jason grew up watching his grandfather make hol-
sters, and when he was old enough he started working 
in the factory. Jason didn’t like just doing one thing all 
day, every day; he preferred the time he spent working 
one-on-one with his granddad on complete projects. 
Did I forget to tell you Jason is the grandson of Don 
Hume? Yeah …that Don Hume. As in Don Hume 
leather, as in famous leather-guy. This is something 
Jason is very proud of, and he works very hard to live 
up to the standards he learned from Don.

He’s now set out to build his own reputation, and 
wants his products to speak for themselves. Jason told 
me his grandfather was obsessed with quality, and 
believes that same obsession was passed on to him. “I 
want people to say I make good stuff … I have to do it 
on my own. This is why my shop’s motto is ‘A tradi-
tion of quality.’”

Rather than sending just a holster for me to try, 
Jason suggested a system of belt, mag pouch and hol-
ster. This way there was no weak link. We both agreed 
the belt is the most important part and starting point of 
any carry system. Jason’s double-layer, 1½" belt was 
surprisingly supple right out of the box. It required no 
breaking-in period to feel comfortable. 

Famous Lineage
T he holster doesn’t have a fancy name — its model 

number is J122, and is described as an IWB with locking 
snap loops, reinforced top and bodyshield. To complete the 
package, Jason included one of his single magazine pouches. 

Although the belt wasn’t stiff, when the holster and mag 
pouch were put on, it kept them in place and I didn’t experi-
ence the sag effect of a few extra pounds around my waist. The 
snap loops on the holster are wide enough to fit on a 1¾" belt, 
but didn’t shift on a 1½" belt. The snaps were solid and didn’t 
come loose during any of the training or daily wear. The side-
guard worked great — especially when all I had was a T-shirt 
covering the gun, and the holster was up against bare skin. The 
single mag pouch will also accommodate a 1¾" belt, but it 
stayed put on my 1½" belt as well. The construction of the mag 
pouch is as rugged as the belt and holster, and showed no wear 
after lots of mag changes.

The day after I received the holster I preceded to wear it for 
the next two days. I wore it while testing out the new PD quali-
fication course, and had no problems making the par times 
from concealment. The holster is snug, but not to the point 
where drawing was difficult. I’ve used it a lot, made more 
presentations from the holster than I can count, but it still feels 
like it did the day I took it out of the box. There’s that quality 
thing Jason told me about, built into everything he makes. 
From what I’ve seen, his granddad should be proud to see his 
grandson making holsters and accessories living up 
to his extremely high standards.

For more info: www.americanhandgunner.com/jasonwinnie 
or  (620) 875-1178

A Happy Grandpa

to carry an inside-the-waist-band holster 
(IWB), as the pressure on my lower 
back would cause my leg to go numb. 
I’m proud to report I can now carrying 
IWB again, and I give the credit to three 
things: Russian Kettlebells, Brazilian 
Jiu-Jitsu and Muay Thai. The Kettlebells 
have made my whole body stronger, 
and the time in the dojo has also made 

me strong and flexible. My back isn’t 
healed by any stretch, it still hurts 
some days, but I can carry my Glock 
IWB all day now — with a good hol-
ster. Which brings us to Jason.

a tradition Of Quality

*

the winnie mag 
pouch offers a 
smooth profile 
and is very 
well designed.

the matching belt was simple, robust and was comfortable imme-
diately. the family lineage from Don hume is obvious in the quality 

and design of the gear from winnie’s shop.
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JoHN tAFFINTHESIXGUNNER

To enhance accuracy the forcing 
cone is re-cut to 11 degrees to 
help accuracy. To optimize the 

shoot-ability of this Colt, the stan-
dard rear sight was replaced with 
the time-honored Elliason adjustable 
rear sight which, by the way, now 

Peacemaker Specialists 

E
ddie Janis of Peacemaker Specialist, has 
long been known for producing exqui-
sitely tuned Colt Single Actions as well 
as beautiful restorations. Eddie special-

izes in Peacemakers to the extent he will not 
work on any other revolvers — no Rugers, no 
Great Westerns, no USFAs and no replicas. 
Eddie is a purist in the strictest sense of the 
word. Eddie’s sixgunning mission is to take 
over where the manufacturer of Colt Single 
Actions leaves off, and proceed to perfection. 
Or to take an early Colt Single Action and 
complete it or return it to perfection.

Pre-War Colts in their original form are 
beautiful sixguns, however many were used 
hard over the course of their shooting life. 
Again this is where Peacemaker Specialists 
comes onstage. The early 2nd Generation Colts 
were also fine sixguns, but lacked perfection, 
often being found with oversize chambers, 
and as machinery began to wear the later 
sixguns slipped in quality. Many 3rd Genera-
tion revolvers also need help, the kind of help 
Eddie Janis can supply.

This brings us to the single action 
sixgun at hand. I consider the 

Colt New Frontier to be the finest 
and best looking Single Action Colt 
has ever produced. It is perfection 

in a Single Action. 
However, Peacemaker 
Specialist specializes in 
Perfecting Perfection. 
Before we delve into 
the work performed and 
the performance, a little 
background is neces-
sary. Eddie calls this 
a Royal New Frontier 
because of the customer 
it is destined to go to. 
This gentleman who 
will soon receive his 

New Frontier, was gracious enough to allow me to test fire it first. The 
Royal designation comes from the fact he is descended from royalty.

The basic sixgun is a 3rd Generation 71/2" New Frontier originally 
chambered in .44 Special and dating back to 1981. Starting on the 
inside, the action saw virtually all friction between parts removed and 
where necessary, the refitting or replacing of any internal action parts 
out of spec. Next came hand timing and adjusting of the action for 
optimal performance and reliability. To aid this, Peacemaker Spe-

cialists custom Gunfighter leaf 
springs were installed, which are 
guaranteed for life. This, along 
with setting the trigger to client 
specs and removing all trigger 
creep, is included in Peacemaker 
Specialists’ Gunslinger Deluxe 
Action Job. With this refinement, 
Peacemaker Specialists guaran-
tees a Colt will never break, never 
wear out and never malfunction 
— or it’s fixed free of charge.

PErfEcting 
PErfEction

ROyal New 
FRONTieR

only factory 
black hills 210-gr. 

 .44 special loads were used in John’s 
“loaner” royal Colt, delivering 13/8" groups at 20 yards.

comes standard on current produc-
tion New Frontiers. The Eliason 
sight improves the rear sight picture 
by displaying a flat rear blade. To 
make it even more user-friendly, the 
corners are radiused, and the blade 
is serrated to match the serrations on 
the ramp front sight.

Pre-War Looks

Continued on page 101

John tries out 
the peacemaker 

specialists 
royal new 

frontier.

this Colt “royal” new frontier is 
affiliated with real royalty, 

and showcases the restoration 
and artistic talents of 

peacemaker specialists. 
Photo: Ron Bez

the time-honored Colt 
elliason rear sight 
was installed ...

royalty in america: a genuine Colt. 

... as well as ivory 
grips, stunning rust-bluing, 

color case-hardening and custom 
“early Colt” modifications were done 

to enhance this classic Colt. Photo: Ron Bez



Peacemaker Specialists 

http://www.black-hills.com
http://www.mtmcase-gard.com
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Roy Huntington
 With thanks to 
    Bill Laughridge for      
      his technical insight.
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Hammerless model, looking a good deal 
like a “biggie-sized” 1903 pocket auto. 
He said he had seen them in the John 
Browning museum, in Ogden, Utah. 
I was stunned. Because I’m the editor 
of Handgunner, many people think 
I’m like a hard-drive chock full of info 
about “all-things” handgun. It just ain’t 
so (it’s why all those smart guys write 
for us) and I had no idea these two pis-
tols existed. I figured if I didn’t know, 
then some of you might not either. It 
was time to visit Utah.

I managed to finally connect with 
Diana Azevedo, the museum’s director. 
Diana is a delightful young woman, 

Browning
1910&
Hammerless
.45’s   Hands-On 

1911 History!

 
ew things capture the soul 
among so many gun-people 
as the mention of John M. 
Browning and the 1911 pistol 
he designed. Yes, he’s rightly 
famous for a host of other 

designs like the A5 Shotgun, Browning 
heavy and light machine guns, BAR and 
enough Winchesters to line a wall — 
but it’s the 1911 that causes conversa-
tion to suddenly get serious. 

About a year ago, a reader sent me 
a few washed-out, blurry digital photos 
of something I’d never seen before; the 
“1910” Browning pistol (the immediate 
pre-cursor to the 1911) and a strange 

the man himself, J.m. browning. it was 
remarkable to hold prototype handguns 

that browning himself had 
worked on. the definitely 

“talked” to us.



enthusiastic, interested and chock full 
of a “can-do” attitude. I explained who 
I was and what we did here at Hand-
gunner, and then popped the question: 
“Would you mind very much if we vis-
ited the museum for an article?” Diana 
was thrilled and readily agreed. Then I 
held my breath and asked: “Would it be 
possible to actually handle and photo-
graph two very unique pistols that were 
tool-room samples from Browning’s 
own shop?” “Sure, we can arrange that 
too!” she said. My heart nearly stopped.

Bill Laughridge of the Cylinder 
& Slide shop, happened to be at my 
house as we hosted a 1911 build class 
at the time the reader sent me those 
initial pictures, but before I had the 
visit arranged. I told him about seeing 
the pictures the reader sent, and said 
I was going to check into the idea of 
a museum visit. He thought I was full 
of baloney. “You’ll never be able to 
get our hands on those guns!” he said, 
laughing, as he turned back to the class.

Just you wait, I thought. A month 
or two later, I phoned Bill and dropped 
the bomb. The trip was on. Bill is one 
of the two or three most knowledge-
able 1911 guys, and all-around pistol-
smiths I know, and I wanted him to be 
there to explain to me what we were 
looking at during the visit. Also, Bill 

had only recently conceived of the idea 
of making 100 “original” 1911s (they 
are shipping to customers as you read 
this), mirroring the exact specs of the 
first 500 shipped from Colt, so he knew 
what he was doing. 

“Wait, let me get this right,” said 
Bill, very slowly on the phone. “We’re 
going to the Browning Museum, in 
Ogden, Utah — JM’s home town — 
and going to actually lay hands on the 
1910 and Hammerless prototypes?”

“But only if you’d like to go,” I said, 
smiling to myself. 

He did want to go, by the way.

The Museum
If you’re in the area, don’t allow 

yourself to escape without seeing this 
remarkable museum-within-a-museum. 
Along with a great classic car dis-
play and train museum, the Browning 
Museum, at the Union Station complex 
in Ogden, has prototype guns, produc-
tion samples, miniatures, military guns 
and even a re-creation of J.M. Brown-
ings original shop, with his original 
tools on the benches. For any gun-guy, 
it’s a 2-hour visit, at least. Send the 
ladies shopping if they’re not interested.

After shipping photo gear to the 
museum beforehand, on Sept. 26, 2011, 
Bill and I met-up in Salt Lake City 
and drove to Ogden, about 45 min-
utes away. At dinner that night, we 
talked non-stop about what to expect, 
how should we handle it, what photos 
do we need — would they let us take 
them apart? I confess I hadn’t been that 
excited about seeing a gun since … 
well, I can’t remember. 

The next morning, we found Diana 
and her staff to be charming, wel-
coming and warm. She had the 1910 
and Hammerless guns ready in a safe 
(they had disassembled a display case 
to make them available for us), along 
with two or three other unique guns — 
a very early 1911 and a 1905. Ward, 

a museum docent, helped us get 
set-up in a nearby private office. 
The time had come.

“Ward,” asked Bill, glancing at 
me, “would you mind very much if 
we carefully disassembled the guns? 
I’m concerned they are in-the-white 
and it looks like they have a slight 
patina on them from rust. I’d like 
to oil them so they stay safe.” Bill 
glanced at me again as if saying, 
“How’d that sound?”

Ward smiled, “Well, only if you 
promise me you can get them back 
together safely?” We both nodded 
until our vision blurred. “You’ll 
never know they were ever apart, 
Ward,” I said. He grinned and left.

Bill and I looked at each other, 
stunned. We’d just been given per-
mission to disassemble two of the 
rarest-of-rare original Browning 
handmade tool-room samples — 
guns handled by J.M. himself, no 
doubt. It was a hell of a responsi-
bility and I looked at Bill. “Well, 
can we do it safely?” I asked.

“You bet,” smiled Bill. I swear, I 
watched him rub his hands together 
like a mad scientist about to pull the 
lever on his new creation. He laid 
out some small tools he’d brought 
and, as I began to photo the hammer-
less gun, Bill carefully began to dis-
assemble the 1910. We repeated the 
process for the Hammerless model, 
and to say we learned a few things is 
to sorely understate the obvious. 

The Hammerless Model
The Hammerless was actually 

a concealed hammer pistol, very 
much like the 1903 .32 ACP ham-
merless pistol Browning designed 
and sold to Colt to manufacture for 
the civilian market. The pistol was 
much larger in size than the 1903 to 
accommodate the .45 ACP cartridge, 
though. As I handled it, it did indeed 
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bill and roy were able to 
examine and actually detail-

strip the “hammerless” 
and “1910” models at the 

browning museum. both 
were tool-room 

samples, and the 
immediate precursors 
to the first production 

1911 pistols. you’re 
looking at history in 

steel and wood here. 

top: the “union station” museum complex in ogden, utah hosted us, 
and their train, auto and browning museums are a must-see if you’re in 
town. there’s a great restaurant there too!  right: bill laughridge, guru 

of the Cylinder & slide shop, was the brains of the operation, supply the 
technical know-how to understand what we were seeing. here, he holds 

the “hammerless” prototype as he figures out how to get it apart!



remind me of the 1903, but being sig-
nificantly bigger (the rough size and 
weight of a 1911) it was heavier, but 
still felt comfortable. Even with this 
early prototype, Browning had it right 
in the “heft” department.

I’m going to simply refer to Bill’s 
notes and comments much of the time 
here. Since this was a rare opportu-
nity, he took care to document the 
details precisely, and I think it’s 
important to be as specific as pos-
sible. We’ll be more technical than 

obviously a separate piece contained in 
the slide body. At the rear of the slide 
there was a round joint indicating the 
complete breech assembly could be 
removed from the slide. All of the edges 
and corners of the pistol were rounded, 
like the 1903 pocket model.

Disassembly: I noted there was no 
disassembly notch on the bottom of the 
right side of the slide. I could see there 
was a retaining lump on the slide stop 
on the inside of the magazine well, as 
per the 1911, so there was no way the 
slide stop could be removed. I brought 
this to Roy’s attention. We examined 
the pistol more closely to see if we 
could figure out the disassembly proce-
dure. I had already noted the breech in 
the slide was a separate assembly and 
could be removed from the slide, but 
I could not see any way to remove it. 
Roy and I both noted the ejector stuck 
up into a slot in the breech assembly. I 
locked the slide open and noted what 
looked to be the very edges of three 
locking lugs in the slide body, just 
peeking out from the edge of the breech 
assembly. The only problem was the 
ejector was engaged in the slot in the 
breech assembly, preventing rotation.

Roy held the slide completely open 
to the rear so I could look at the under-
side of the breech assembly. Roy noted 
when the slide was completely back, 
the back of the ejector cleared the slot 
in the front of the breech, allowing the 
breech to rotate. Bingo, there it was. It 
was then Roy got a funny look on his 
face and said, “Do you really think we 
should go any farther? What if we can’t 
get it back together or some little spring 
or part flies out and we lose it? It’s my 
head on the block here.”
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usual, but I think it’s important. I’ll 
also be a bit briefer than Bill’s original 
notes, due to space limitations here. 
However, Bill has his notes on his web-
site, and we’ll put a link at the end if 
you’d care to read the whole report. 
Here it is, in Bill’s words, as he disas-
sembled the two pistols.

From Bill’s Notes
The Hammerless .45: The Hammer-

less pistol had a slide stop and thumb 
safety with a plunger tube holding the 
spring and plungers. The rear sight was 
a thin blade, slightly taller than the early 
1911-style pistol, and the front blade 
was the same style as the early 1911. 
The grip safety was the same style as the 
1903 pocket pistol in that it made up the 
entire backstrap of the pistol grip and 
pivoted at the bottom of the grip frame. 
I noted at the top of the grip safety there 
was a small piece brazed onto it to com-
plete its shape. I would guess there was 
a gap there, so Browning brazed a small 
filler block on to close it. The touch of 
the master was right in our hands. There 
was no removable barrel bushing or 
recoil spring plug.

The magazine release and trigger 
were the same as the early 1911 type. 
The barrel hood did not have the small 
extension as the 1910 did, but was the 
same style. The extractor was visible at 
the breech face but not at the rear of the 
slide. The firing pin appeared to have a 
screwed-in bushing around it as it had 
a screwdriver slot above and below the 
firing pin hole. The breech face was 
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as you can see, the “hammerless” really 
isn’t — it has a hammer, it’s 
just enclosed. 

that round insert in the slide had us 
guessing how to detail strip it. it was 
the key to the hammerless — 
and we finally
figured it 
out! tiny 
sights 
were 
obviously 
handmade.

note the spring 
plunger for the slide 
release and the cut-out 
for the barrel link. 

the 
hammerless 
taken down. 

note the grip-safety like 
the one found on a 1903 model.

these were handmade tool-room 
prototypes for the 1911. 

inserted from the rear and 
then a careful rotation 
locked the hammer-
less breech-
plug into 
place. 

the barrel hood of the hammerless 
didn’t have the stud the 1910 had, 
and we’re not sure why there is 
a center cut-out.

here it’s likely browning 
himself had brazed-in a spacer 

to fill a gap as the design morphed. 

it’s 
ingenious, 

simple and self-
contained. Vintage 
browning thinking.

the frame was obviously a handmade 
tool-room gun, showing tool-

marks and many 
changes.

bill said 
most of the

 inner-workings in 
the frame mirrored the 

1903 pocket auto a great deal, just bigger.

looking all the world like a “biggie-sized” 
Colt 1903 pocket auto, the “hammerless” 

prototype browning is actually in 
.45 aCp. note the rounded, 

double-diamond grips. 



I voted for going forward. Roy took 
a deep breath and said, “He who dares, 
wins.” But I wasn’t sure he was entirely 
convinced of it.

As Roy held the slide to the rear, I 
very carefully tapped against the breech 
assembly to start it rotating clock-wise 
when viewed from the rear of the pistol. 
It rotated easily once I got it started. 
Roy again admonished me to be very 
damn careful! I finished rotating the 
breech assembly, keeping a firm grip on 
it should it decide to fly out of the slide 
body. Then I slowly began to slide the 
breech assembly out of the slide. I would 
like to say, no two bomb-squad guys 
ever took a bomb apart with greater care 
than Roy and I showed as we removed 
the breech assembly from Browning’s 
Hammerless 45! Think about this: J.M. 
Browning held this very prototype as he 
fussed it into being, and likely was the 
last person to assemble it. We could feel 
him hovering over us — watching.

The breech assembly stayed together 
as I set it aside and helped Roy care-
fully allow the slide to go forward off 
of the frame. The slide easily slid off, 
exposing the barrel and recoil spring 
system. With the slide off we simply 
removed the slide stop, and the barrel 
lifted off of the frame. Interestingly, the 
barrel had the traditional 1911 link and 
pin. The locking lugs on the barrel com-
pletely encircled the barrel, as it did on 
the 1910. Once we had the pistol disas-
sembled both of us had to stop and calm 
down. I’ll bet Browning was having a 
good laugh to see how relieved we were.

“You can get it back together, right?” 

Roy said, looking just a bit uncon-
vinced. “No sweat,” I said. And I 

meant it. This was design-elegance, 
and I was one of the few who had ever 
seen it in the flesh.

The slide assembly had a bushing 
and recoil spring plug brazed into the 
slide so they could not be removed. The 
back of the slide body had the locking 
lug cuts made into it exactly the same 
size as the barrel locking lug cuts. These 
cuts were from about 12 to 3 o’clock 
when looking from the rear. What an 
ingenious way to manufacture a con-
cealed hammer .45!

The breech assembly had the 
extractor pinned into a slot milled on 
the right side. The extractor was made 
from one piece, and it was obvious to 
me the rear of the extractor behind the 
retaining pin was thinned to become 
the spring part of the extractor. I did not 
want to chance breaking such a rare, 
irreplaceable part so left it alone.

The firing pin hole was drilled from 
the breech face, as I suspected. The 
firing-pin and firing-pin spring were 
retained by the screw-in bushing and 
the bushing was pinned into the breech 
block to keep it from turning out. I did 
not attempt to disassemble these parts 
either. The simplicity of the design of 
the breech block assembly only served to 
confirm the design genius of Browning.

The Frame: I noted the frame 
assembly was basically a larger copy 
of the 1903 pocket model. I have disas-
sembled many 1903 frames, and can say 
the 1903 frame is not easily taken apart, 
even when you know how and have all 
of the proper tools at your disposal. Roy 
concurred whole-heartedly we should 
not continue the disassembly, and I’ll Continued on page 80
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go on record here saying the relief on 
Roy’s face was obvious! 

I marveled at how easily it went 
back together. With a few snicks, 
presto, the pistol was in functioning 
condition again, Roy was smiling, and 
we both relaxed — finally.

The 1910
According to Bill, “To be quite 

honest, I really didn’t know much about 
the 1910 prototype pistol when Roy 
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looking “almost” like a 1911, the 1910 had the 
same general shape but differed in key areas. 
note there is no external thumb safety or 
plunger tube on the frame. key edges 
were neatly rounded, even in this 
prototype, another 
browning touch.

the 1910 
looked 
pretty 
close to 
a 1911 
from 
this 
angle. 

the barrel was very close 
to a modern 1911 
design, except 
for the stud 
on the 
hood. 

having no external 
safety meant 
browning had 
to use this 
side-plate to 
hold the pins in 
place for the 
firing control 
system on 
the 1910. 

the chamber area on 
the 1910 was 

cut-out to 
accommodate 

the stud 
on the 
barrel 
hood.

remarkably, the rifling on both tool-
room guns was shiny and of obvious 

good quality, probably due to 
browning’s 
experience 

making rifles. 

an interesting touch was 
this channel milled into 

the top of the slide 
on the 1910. 

the front bushing could not be turned until 
the recoil spring was taken out. it took 
bill a bit of time to figure out 
how to remove the 
slide assembly 
to get 
to 
it. 

the trigger showed evidence 
of having been made 
thicker by brazing 
shims onto it. 

the 
ramp, link 

and cam and 
lugs are all present, 

although the lugs 
completely encircled the barrel.

bill 
assumed 
the barrel 
lock-up caused 
the muzzle to be 
lower, necessitating the 
cut-out to expose more of the front sight. 

note 
the practical 
chamfering 

on the edges.
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 ow does a family’s business 
rate as a gun magazine topic? 
What about a family whose 
business for over 150 years has 
been defending this country’s 

interests by serving in the US Army’s 
infantry branch, in ranks from private to 
major general?

Back in 2008 at a local gun show, the 
Montana Military Vehicles Club had an 
outdoor display of their jeeps. Knowing 
some of the members, I gravitated to 

family photo of robert osborn Van horn, 
commander of the us 9th infantry 
regiment conferring with 
french General Joffre. 

right: Col. James y. adams 
commander of the 23th 
infantry regiment with two 
unidentified members of 
his staff atop heartbreak 
ridge in korea the day his 
regiment captured it. if 
adams looks tall in this 
photo it is because he 
was 6' 5" tall.  he wore 
that same Colt 1911 
.45 auto throughout 
world war ii 
and korea. 

as a young infantry officer robert osborn Van horn carried this smith & 
wesson hand ejector, 2nd model (model 1902) .38 special when he served 
during the philippine insurrection. note the fancy silver grips he had fitted to it. 

robert osborn Van horn as 
a Colonel commanding the 9th 
infantry regiment in france 
in world war i captured this 
German luger complete with 

its 32-round drum maga-
zine, its leather holster with 
wooden shoulder stock and 

even the special loading tool 
for the 32-round magazine. 

left: emory s. adams, the us 
army’s adjutant general at 
the time, swore in George C. 
marshall as Chief of staff on 
sept. 1, 1939. this is 
the Colt model 1908 
.380 auto he chose 
as his general 
officer’s pistol 
and its 
original 
leather 
gear. 
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them as a place to rest my tired feet. 
Many conversations were on-going and 
in one of them I heard, a tall slender 
fellow mention during the Korean War 
a French officer said to his father some-
thing to the effect, “Let the commies 
charge, we can kill more of them when 
they’re in the open.”

He had my immediate attention 
because at the time I was reading a book 

on the Korean War and in it 
that same statement by the 
Frenchman was mentioned. 
So I asked the fellow his 
father’s identity. He was 
Col. James Adams, com-
mander of the 23rd Infantry 
Regiment when that outfit 
captured the Korean hill that 
became famous as Heart-
break Ridge.

Afterwards, I joined that club and 
the tall slender fellow, Emory “Hank” 
Adams and I have become friends. Over 
time and many conversations I learned 
members of his family were present 
at an amazing variety of noteworthy 
places in American military history.

Military Men
Men on one side or the other of 

Hank’s family served in the Civil War, 
the Plains Indian Wars, the Spanish-
American War, the Philippine Insurrec-
tion, Pershing’s Punitive Expedition in 
Mexico, World War I, World War II, the 
Korean War and Vietnam. Hank himself 
spent 24 years in the Army, retiring as a 
Lt. Colonel. He was airborne and ranger 
qualified, serving as a member of the 
NATO Peacekeeping force in Kosovo in 
the 1990s. In 2010/2011 his son, Special 

4th Class Jesse Adams served a tour in 
Iraq. An Adams woman was involved 
in the military also. Hank’s sister Lisa 
served in the U.S. Army in the enlisted 
rank of Specialist 5th Class.

Do these battle site names ring 
any bells?  Antietam, San Juan Hill, 
Meuse-Argonne, Dieppe, Salerno, 
Anzio, Normandy, Attu, Luzon, Oki-
nawa and (of course) Heartbreak Ridge 
are just some of the more famous 
places where Hank Adams’ family 
served as American infantrymen.

His family’s military service began 
in 1858 when his great grandfather on 
his mother’s side, James Judson Van 
Horn, graduated West Point. One of his 
classmates was J.E.B. Stuart! Prior to 
the Civil War, Van Horn served in Texas, 
where a town and mountain range 
are named for him. During the Civil 
War he was at Antietam, The Wilder-
ness, Cold Harbor, Petersburg and also 
present when Lee surrendered the Army 
of Northern Virginia at Appomattox. 
Thereafter he also served throughout the 
west as an infantry officer and was still 
in service when the Spanish American 
War began in 1898. Shortly after landing 
in Cuba he was severely wounded, and 

this is a family photo of emory 
s. adams as a young officer 
during the united states’ 
punitive expedition in northern 
mexico chasing pancho Villa.

these are the adams family’s two Colt model 
1911 .45s carried by various family members 
in world war i, world war ii and korea. 

this photo is of James Judson Van horn as a 
us infantry officer. his campaign medals are 
for (left to right) the Civil war, the 
indian wars and the spanish-
american war.

this .50 remington model 1871 was 
brought home from the indian wars by James 

Judson Van horn. note the military inspec-
tor’s cartouche on the side of the grip. 

below inset: 
this is the Colt 1911 

.45 that James y. adams 
carried as a sidearm in 

wwii along with only some 
of the insignia and medals 

belonging to him. they include the 
coveted Combat infantryman’s 

badge, purple heart, silver star, 
and campaign medals with battle 

stars for wwii in europe, another 
for wwii in the pacific and a 

third for the korean war. 

this is the Colt 1911 .45 that James 
y. adams carried as a sidearm in world  war ii 
along with only some of the insignia and medals 
belonging to him.

Continued on page 88
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A re you going to be messing 
with those guns all eve-
ning?” Oops. I think I was 
had, as it were.That very 

afternoon a big brown truck dropped 
off two aesthetically beautiful revolvers, 
thanks to the craftsmanship of Gary 
Reeder. But alas, her tone showcased 
the fact it was one of those questions a 
wife poses where you know it’s already 
too late — you’re caught. I could detect 
just enough sarcasm to know I’d better 
be thinking of ending my new-found 
attraction for the two brawny revolvers 
from Gary Reeder. At least for this par-
ticular evening. However, I confess 
to being somewhat amazed at myself 
for all this. I’m a die-hard single-shot 
handgun kind of a guy usually, and 
these were, well — revolvers!

I drive a Ford truck most every day 
of my life. It’s a nice truck, reliable, 
dependable and gets me from point A to 
point B consistently. But it’s that “nice” 
word that sometimes bothers. At times, 
you don’t want to be nice. Once in a 
while it’s an enjoyable experience to get 

ReedeR .44 Special & .500 BlaSteRS!

SkorpionS &Grim reaperS

MArk HAMpton
pHotos: CHuCk pittMAn, inC.
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Blasters!.44 special & .500reeder
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behind the wheel of a BMW and let 
’er rip. And right there on my desk, 
as my wife’s question still hovered 
accusingly in the air, were two guns 
easily qualifying as the BMWs of 
revolvers. I thought, “We’ll learn 
more tomorrow then, won’t we?”

Who Is This Guy?
Gary Reeder has been building 

custom guns for over 30 years. He’s 
a serious, dedicated handgun hunter, 
and many of his creations are pur-
posefully designed for handgun 
hunting. But he is also a master 
craftsman and his workmanship can 
be appreciated by anyone who loves 
guns. Reeder Custom Guns is home 
to an array of designs, from cowboy 
action to handgun hunting. You don’t 
have to necessarily be a handgun 

like this. A squared-guard will often 
(usually?) knock your middle finger 
knuckle. Remarkably, Reeder also 
builds his own cylinders and barrels, 
and not too many gunsmiths do that. 
Engraving on the non-fluted, 5-shot 
stainless cylinder clearly showed the 
Grim Reaper at his best. The barrel 
length on my test gun was a compact 
4", and sights consisted of the dan-
gerous-game-type V-notch rear sight 
with fiber optic, florescent green front 
sight. These sights are ideal for close 
range encounters with critters that can 
bite or claw you to pieces.

I also like the low position of the 
hammer, much like a Bisley. A pleasing 

hunter or cowboy action shooter to 
want and appreciate a really fine 
custom handgun. Amazingly enough, 
our test guns are only two of his over 
70 unique offerings.

Just released out of the Reeder stable 
is the new Grim Reaper, a follow-up to 
the original BMF series. The test gun 
was chambered for the mighty .500 
S&W. It’s also available in .445 Super 
Mag, plus a full lineup of Reeder’s own 
cartridge creations, including calibers 
like .256 GNR, .307 GNR, .358 GNR, 
.457 GNR and several others. Reeder 
manufactures his own frames and cur-
rently offers five different models.

The Grim Reaper Is built on the 
company’s stretch frame and is all stain-
less, ideal for inclement weather. The 
triggerguard is rounded, which is a 
welcome feature for a heavy thumper 

the skorpion is a handy revolver 
for hiking, fishing, camping 
and certain handgun 
hunting trips. this 
.44 special is truly 
a custom sixgun 
that performs 
splendidly.
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“The Grim reaper is 
a power-house, packin’

 pisTol deliverinG a 
masTodon knockouT punch.”
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contrast is struck with the stainless 
frame and its black micarta grips. The 
external pins and small parts are also 
contrasting in their black chromex 
appearance. In spite of the revolver’s 
moniker, it’s handsome and not at all 
what you’d expect from a Grim Reaper!

A cool service Gary offers is you can 
get the serial number of your choosing 
on your Reaper. You can even get cre-
ative and use your name, initials, or 
any lettering up to eight digits. The 
gun came with five ports in the barrel, 
developed by Ken Kelly of Mag-Na-
Port International. After shooting Mag-
Na-Ported handguns for years, I have 
come to appreciate their effectiveness in 
reducing muzzle rise. Cosmetically the 
revolver is easy on the eyes. Tight toler-
ances in the cylinder gap were on par 
with Reeder’s attention to fit and func-
tion and is typical of what you would 
expect from a master gunsmith.

Skorpion — It’s Alive!
The other test gun received was their 

relatively new Skorpion in .44 Spe-
cial. Basically this is a 5-shot GP-100 
also available in .356 GNR and .41 
Magnum. Larger calibers are not appli-
cable on this small-frame revolver. The 
Skorpion is built on the customers base 
GP-100, with Gary adding a new, non-
fluted cylinder. The cylinder, engraved 
with a scorpion naturally, is all-stain-
less, along with the hammer and trigger. 
The finger-grooved wooden grips 
Hogue made for this gun not only look 
good but feel very comfortable in my 
smallish hands.

Our test gun arrived with a 5" 
barrel, but customers can order any 
length barrel desired. Like sights on 
the Grim Reaper, the V-notch and fiber 
optic sights make target acquisition 
fast and easy. A gold bead can be sub-
stituted in place of the fiber optics if 
you’re of that school of thought. The 
Skorpion is truly a custom sixgun, 
with internal enhancements like a silky 
smooth action job and a superb trigger. 
Outward appearance features a high 
luster deluxe finish.

The .41 Magnum and .44 Spe-
cial will be numbered starting at 001. 
Reeder can work his magic on stain-
less guns as well, adding all the embel-
lishments performed on non-stainless 
revolvers, in your choice of high 
polish or a satin Vapor-Honed finish.

Do They Shoot?
Waiting for the rain to subside, I 

taped a dime on the wall and passed 
the time away with a session of dry 
firing. Both guns had good triggers, 
breaking crisply and cleanly at around 3 

the Grim reaper is a power-house 
packin’ pistol in .500 s&w. perfect 
for the backcountry — or anywhere 
where “real” 
trouble 
might block 
your path!   

Continued on page 84
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T
o say things were financially 
tight would be understating the 
obvious! I worked full-time as 
a cop, plus two part-time jobs, 
and there was Kristi’s job and 
we still were barely getting by. 

We had clothes and food and paid all 
the bills, but it was a challenge. We 
were eating on around $20 a week, 
and thank goodness Kristi’s folks sup-
plied our beef from their farm. We were 
tired, broke and wondering what to 
do,” said Jeff Hoffman, President of 
Black Hills Ammunition. “In 1982, we 
had an opportunity to buy into Black 
Hills Shooter’s Supply and Kristi said, 
‘Let’s go for it.’ We borrowed $12,000 
and bought into the new company. The 
company did relatively well not only 
loading and selling ammunition, but 
also selling reloading components. In 
1988 we parted ways, separating Black 
Hills Ammunition from Black Hills 
Shooters Supply, and Kristi and I took 
Black Hills Ammo ourselves. I laugh 

now, but then I thought the money was 
in selling loaded ammo, but really it 
was in the components. The ammo part 
of the business wasn’t making money 
and we nearly went broke!

“That first year we were pretty stupid 
about how we had structured the corpo-
rate separation and had a hard time with 
cash flow, and virtually no profits. Then 
one night, I was working late, and got a 
phone call.” 

“You probably don’t remember me, 
but you sent me some sample ammo 
and I want to place an order,” the voice 
said. Jeff said he grabbed his order pad. 
The caller was the ammo buyer for a 
major police department. “I want to 
order 700,000 rounds of 9mm ammo 
and I need it now.” 

Jeff’s heart stopped. 
“Um … I can’t make ’em that 

fast,” said Jeff slowly. “It’d take me a 
while to get you that entire order.” Jeff 
wanted the sale, but was also terrified 
of getting it!

“I don’t care,” said the gruff voice on 

the phone. “I’m ordering them, going to 
send you the money, and you’re going 
to make ’em for me.”

“But it will take time; I can’t 
just take your money up-front like 
that. That’s a lot of trust from you,” 
explained Jeff. He needed the cash, but 
didn’t know how to handle this situa-
tion. He was sort of marking time — 
trying to think.

“No son, there’s no trust at all,” the 
voice explained carefully. “If you mess 
this order up, I will personally come 
over there and break your legs.”

“Um … er … yes sir,” said Jeff. That 
answered that. “I promise I’ll get the 
ammo delivered as fast as humanly pos-
sible … and I appreciate what you’re 
doing for us.”

And, as Jeff explained, “That solved 
our temporary cash flow problem.”

How’d It Happen?
Some 30 years later, Jeff no longer 

pulls the handle on a loading machine, 
and with tens of millions of rounds 
loaded annually, that’s probably a good 

Behind The SceneS

“

Black hillS ammo: 
a FaST 30 YearS!

the new facility for black hills means 

they now have over 60,000 square 

feet of elbow room to do their magic.

there’s a human hand in this picture because 
the loading machines at black hills are always 

attended — by an actual human being.
if it looks like science, it’s 

because it is science. black hills 

takes extreme care in assuring 
every detail is covered.

meticulous hand-inspection of every 
loaded round assures only perfect 

cartridges make it out the door.

roY hunTingTon • PhoToS: courTeSY Black hillS ammo
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thing. With 67 full-time employees — 
and 30 of them just in the inspection 
department! — Jeff and Kristi have a 
crack team overseeing things. 

“We have a high ratio of supervi-
sors who have shown an exceptional 
level of competence and dedication, and 
have appointed them to watch over the 
process,” explained Jeff. “Kristi and I 
simply can’t be everywhere. We also 
recognize that Murphy lives, and people 
are human and can make mistakes. To 
overcome those two things, we’ve set 
up the entire operation with controls, 
procedures and redundant double-
checks. We have very high standards, 
because we are making a product for 
people who have a very low tolerance 
for mistakes. We also assume some-
one’s life might depend on each round 
we make.”

Black Hills has the quality quo-
tient down pat these days. But, as Jeff 
explained to me, there was another kind 
of challenge in the beginning — trying 
to compete with cheap ammo.

In the early days of making remanu-
factured ammunition, Jeff and Kristi 
slugged it out with the price-point 
brands. However, their exacting stan-
dards soon paid dividends, in spite of 
the fact they had no previous reputa-
tion in the industry. Shooters, used to 

erratic quality in “price-point” ammo, 
found Black Hills performed like much 
higher-priced “factory” ammo — and 
even better at times — and was well 
worth a few dollars more than the cheap 
brands. 

“We demonstrated a degree of 
quality and reliability that established a 
reputation,” explained Jeff. “That rep-
utation is what helped save us in the 
tough times, and brought us to the cur-
rent level of business we enjoy today.” 
Black Hills no longer “dukes it out” 
with price-point ammo makers. Their 
market is one demanding quality and 
value, and are willing to pay the price 
for it.

To make a product — any product 
— to the kind of standards demanded at 
Black Hills, is expensive, and Jeff will 
be the first to tell you that. Yet, for those 
“few dollars more” you get a quality 
control staff making sure there are no 
surprises. However, Jeff and I talked 
about how we are both amazed at the 
risks many shooters are willing to take 
as they gamble new guns — and eye-
sight — on cheap ammo “deals” that, in 
reality, are not deals at all.

Cheap? Or Good?
“A guy will walk into a gun shop 

and spend a thousand or two thou-
sand dollars on a new gun. Then he’ll 
say, ‘I need some ammo, what do you 
have that’s cheap’ — really?” Jeff said, 

shaking his head. “They don’t seem to 
realize a box of ammunition is really 
a box of controlled explosions. Each 
round will generate somewhere between 
10,000 and 60,000 psi when you pull 
the trigger, and that’s if things happen 
the way they’re supposed to happen.

“That explosion goes off inches 
from your face every time you pull that 
trigger, and yet some people still look 
for the cheapest ammo they can find.” 
Jeff looked at me with an “I just don’t 
get it” shrug of his shoulders. With most 
of us only having two eyes (or less ...), 
it does seem to make sense to put a bit 
of thought into quality when it comes 
to those explosions, doesn’t it? Just do 
an Internet search on blown-up guns 
and you’ll see thousands of pictures of 
accidents.

“Fortunately, we’ve found a niche,” 
Jeff went on. “We’ve got a customer 
base wanting the level of quality we 
have in our ammo, and they are willing 
to pay a bit more for it. The military 
has also been good business for us, and 
I think there are reasons for it. While 
they can’t afford to waste their ammo 
budget, there are higher considerations 
entering the picture, other than simply 
the price-point. They have tough stan-
dards, especially the specialty stuff we 
make for them, and since we meet those 
standards at every level and do it every 
single time — we’ve built a good rela-

Jeff and kristi hoffman.

if he looks serious it’s because 
he is. Jeff can often be found 
in this exact pose, personally 
inspecting final product. 

today’s bha boxes and ammo 
reflect the modern company — 
bold, stylish and accomplished. 

production supervisor 
mark wilcox double-
checks a setting.

the first level of 

security at black hills 
is kelby wayne 

terminator — 
Grrrr …..
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tionship with them, and they trust us. 
I’d never let that trust down.”

A Lab Too?
Some people might have the impres-

sion Black Hills Ammo is a few guys 
in a garage some with some progressive 
loaders, cranking out ammo. Not by a 
far cry, at least these days. Instead, Black 
Hills has high-tech loading machines 
just like those used by the “big guys” 
— but the ones Jeff uses are main-
tained within an inch of their lives … 
and run slower. They are also constantly 
attended-to, and virtually every round 
loaded has eyes on it as it happens.

But that’s just the start (actually, 
somewhere around the middle of the 
process …); some more real magic 
occurs in the Black Hills ammo lab. Jeff 
and Kristi have created a full-scale lab 
setup, complete with pressure testing 
equipment, gel testing, heat/cold testing, 
and also tests a wide range of competi-
tor’s ammo.

“We test everything we make, every 
day. Each day’s production is put 
through the mill in each category of 
performance, pressure, consistency, you 
name it,” explained Jeff. “That allows 
us to assure the ammo is within correct 
specs, and is uniform when compared to 
yesterday’s production, or last year’s.”

Having the luxury of an in-house 
lab, also means Black Hills can control 
their load development process, get vir-
tually instant answers, and make cor-
rections and improvements in minutes 
or hours rather than the weeks it would 
take if they’d had to send the ammo to 
an outside lab.

“The lab is essential for load devel-
oping,” said Jeff. “We can load and test 

at a rate impossible without an in-house 
facility. That capability provides what 
I call ‘agility.’ When a customer comes 
to us with a requirement, our goal is 
to have samples in their hand before 
the big guys can even schedule a board 
meeting about it.” 

During my tour of the factory not 
long ago, I got a first-hand look at the 
lab and, indeed, the entire process. I 
could see, on Jeff’s face, how proud he 
was of their accomplishments, and how 
critical the lab is to the on-going quality 
Black Hills maintains. 

Test Ammo
Black Hills supplies a good deal of 

the test ammo many firearm manufac-
turers use. When you’re making guns, 
it’s important you have consistency 
in the test ammo in order to rule out 
problem ammo as a cause if malfunc-
tions show up. 

“Manufacturers need the kind of 
uniformity we provide,” Jeff pointed 
out. “When they are designing a gun, or 
making a production run, it’s all about 
consistency. If they have a function 
problem, they can’t be scratching their 
heads wondering if it’s a problem with 
the gun, or related to the el-cheapo test 
ammo they bought that week!” 

Indeed, because of this remarkable 
consistency from lot to lot, case to case, 
month to month and year to year, Black 
Hills is a go-to source for precision .308 
ammo for long-range enthusiasts and 
police and military precision riflemen. 
The same applies for serious competi-
tors who relay on BH ammo for their 

matches. Also, with many of the Black 
Hills high-performance self-defense 
loads, people who carry a gun for self-
defense know they are getting ammo in 
which each round was, literally, hand-
inspected before being boxed. That 
delivers peace of mind if you’re car-
rying for personal protection. 

I asked Jeff what would be their 
“acceptable” levels for misfires or other 
problems with ammo, like a backwards 
primer, or a round not fitting a chamber 
— something we’ve all seen happen 
with the vast majority of production 
ammo. Jeff smiled, “The acceptable 
level would be exactly zero,” he said. 
“We visually inspect each primer before 
loading, and inspect cases — even fac-
tory new ones that are supposed to be 
perfect — before loading. Then, of 
course, they are hand-inspected during 
the production run, then a final hand-
inspection before boxing.

“We’ve recently ordered a $300,000 
optical inspection machine to inspect 
new brass we purchase from vendors 
for cosmetic and dimensional unifor-
mity. Even though we rarely find prob-
lems, we still want to verify everything 
ourselves. Now and again we do find a 
glitch, which is understandable when 
you’re talking about tens of millions of 
cases! Overall, the quality of modern 
brass is amazingly consistent.”

 “I’m a picky bastard!” laughed Jeff. 

During his tour, roy 
watched loaders checking 
production constantly. it 
seemed they always had 
a hand-full of cartridges 

being checked.

Jeff says, “women inspect and men do the packing because women are better at it. men don’t have the patience. i tried it and only lasted about an hour!” a staff of 30 inspect each round individually before final packing.

in a business where 
one-thousandth of an 
inch can be a make-or-break 
proposition, bha never lets up 
on the quality control checks.

the careful eyes of 
a staff of dedicated 
lady-inspectors 
assures each round 
is perfect – or it’s 
tossed, period.

with in-house 
testing a 

critical step of 
the process, 

bha maintains 
a complete bal-

listic lab. here a 
gel block reacts 
to a hit during 

a penetration/
expansion test.
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“Maybe the easiest way to explain things 
around here is there is no compromising, 
period. It’s got our name on it, so we 
simply can’t have it any other way. 
We’re not perfect — we just try to be!”

Military Visits
Black Hills Ammo moved into a new 

60,000 square foot facility not too long 
ago, and since then, various branches of 
the military have sent teams to inspect 
the production line and see just how 
the ammo they’re buying is manufac-
tured. Notably, Black Hills ammo meets 
all military ammunition-manufacturing 
specs without having to resort to a 
“safety waiver” for any step of the pro-
cess. According to Jeff, that’s something 
no other small arms supplier to the mili-
tary can say. No corners are ever cut.

The visiting soldiers, mostly special-
ized unit representatives, are often also 
the very ones who will be going into 
combat using ammunition manufactured 
by Black Hills. Tell me if you think 
Jeff and company feel a bit of pres-
sure there? Absolutely. And some BH 
employees have family in the military 
… some likely relying on Black Hills 
service ammunition. More pressure to 
get it exactly right. 

Prices
Raw goods pricing always affects the 

cost of finished goods, and with ammo 
being made up mostly of metals — and 
expensive metals, at that — price hikes 
over the past years (in some cases ten-
fold increases) in the wholesale metal 
industry, has affected Black Hills.

“Just search ‘copper prices’ online 

over the past 10 years and you’ll see 
what’s happened to pricing,” said Jeff. 
“We don’t manufacture any components 
in-house, so rely on outside vendors. 
We’re at the mercy of the marketplace, 
but still try very hard to keep prices 
stable. For example, we didn’t raise 
prices at all in 2012 for the majority of 
our ammo. There are only a few spe-
cialty items that have increased. We’re 
very proud of the fact we can deliver 
the quality we promise, but keep the 
best handle we can on prices.” 

The People
During my visit, Jeff was in constant 

demand on the production floor, while 
Kristi seemed to handle the people 
and money side of things. She is very 
much the “mom” at Black Hills, and I 
saw several quiet conversations in cor-
ners with her and staffers. Problems 
being solved, or just as likely, news and 
family “stuff” being exchanged. 

As Jeff and I toured the various 
departments, team members were always 
stopping Jeff for a quick consultation. 
They all knew their jobs, but also under-
stood the need to keep Jeff in the loop on 
the daily operation. Things like which 
machines were being serviced, when 
new ones were being installed, any flow-
problems needing attention and more 
— all situations arising in any manufac-
turing facility — were on the agenda.

Jeff met each one with a smile, 

and was quick to stick his hands into 
cull-bins to inspect things, to handle 
finished loaded rounds with a critical 
eye, help to lift one thing here or joke 
with a lady-inspector there. It was like 
watching a craftsman, whose practiced 
hands make things look easy — when 
they’re not. It was obvious he not only 
loves what he does, but the entire staff 
knows they can rely on him and Kristi 
to be there if needed. 

I absolutely came away with a solid 
feeling of having visited a big, extended 
family. That shows in the large kitchen/
employee lounge area where, I’m told, 
there’ve been many parties and celebra-
tions held. And since the Hoffman’s 
daughters have grown, both Ashley and 
Rhianna now play integral roles in run-
ning Black Hills.

I chatted with many employees 
during our visit and lost count of those 
who have been with Jeff and Kristi 
for 20 years … or more. You don’t 
have that kind of employee (family?) 
loyalty unless what you’re doing is 
sound, you’re trusted, you supply a 
quality product — and you’re profit-
able. Black Hills must be doing things 
right, since they get an 
“A” in every category.

For more info: www.americanhandgunner.
com/black-hills-ammunition or (605) 348-
5150

*

here, Glen hoffman checks the results 
of a test, after injecting dye into the 

cavity to better see the wound cavity. 

all components 
are inspected prior 
to being used in 
the production 
process — even 
the primers!

bha was recently awarded a contract for 50 million 77-gr. lr (long range) 5.56 ammo for the u.s. military — the third consecutive contract they have received for this ammo. they are the 
sole producer. 

bha doesn’t manufacture any component in-house 
and relies on quality, outside vendors for their 
raw goods. each of those 
components is inspected 
prior to be assembled 
into loaded ammo.
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BRIgHt & 
BRutaL: 
BeautIfuL 
neW 
BLades!

knIVes

any	 time	 you	 need	 it.	 An	 Alan	 Folts	
design,	 the	 full-tang,	 hollow	 ground	 3"	
blade	 is	 tough	 5CR15MoV,	 and	 those	 nicely	 textured	 handle	 scales	 are	
G10,	providing	terrific	control	for	this	powerful	little	player.	

5Puma	has	been	making	knives	since	1769,	and	though	you	can	still	
buy	 their	 100-percent	 German-made	 products,	 they	 wanted	 to	 give	

more	users	 the	same	genuine	German	Rockwell-tested	440A	blades	 they	
want,	 in	a	more	affordable	package.	So,	 they’re	having	 selected	models	
like	 the	 Pounce	 assembled	 under	 close	 supervision	 in	 Asia.	 The	 handle	
scales	are	machined	aluminum	and	the	drop-point	3.3"	blade	is	a	spring-
assisted	liner-lock.	You’ll	like	the	way	it	opens,	and	love	the	price!

6 C’mon	now,	who	doesn’t	need	at	 least	one	Bowie	knife?	Bill	 Luckett,	
down	 in	Weatherford,	 Texas,	figures	 everybody	does,	 and	he	makes	

variations	of	every	kind	on	that	classic	design.	His	work	caught	the	eyes	of	
the	folks	at	Boker,	and	they’ve	chosen	one	for	their	2012	Boker	Plus	Col-
lection.	With	a	graceful,	deadly	8.25"	440C	blade,	a	highly	ergonomic	black	
Micarta	handle	and	a	quality	leather	sheath,	ol’	Jim	himself	would	grin	and	
grab	one.	Only	1,999	Luckett	Bowies	are	being	made,	so	grab	yours	now!

7You	know	that	teensy	fifth	pocket	in	your	jeans?	That	little	slit	pocket	
in	your	old	vest	which	apparently	will	only	hold	 the	half-pint	pocket	

watch	 you	 don’t	 own	 anyway?	 Leave	 it	 to	 Jared	 West,	 the	 Mad	 Wizard	
of	Mantis	 Knives,	 to	fill	 ‘em	with	 a	 cool	 cutting	 edge!	 About	 the	 size	 of	
a	 poker	 chip,	 the	 Civilianaire	 comes	 in	 white	 Angel	 and	 black	 Demon	
versions,	 each	 equipped	 with	 a	 friction-lock	 swing-out	 hawkbill	 stainless	
Damascus	 blade.	 The	 cutting	 edge	 is	 .75"	 long,	 and	 surprisingly	 useful!	
Okay;	maybe	not	so	surprising.	The	big	surprise	would	be	a	
boring	Mantis	Knife!	

For more info: www.americanhandgunner.com/product-
index and click on the company name. Go to www.
americanhandgunner.com and click on Web Blast for 
more edged goodies!

*

I
’m sure somewhere there’s a group-therapy outfit with 
a 12-step program attempting to cure people like me of 
their “addiction” to knives. Why, I don’t know! I can’t 
imagine classifying, much less treating, a sincere, stu-

dious and only a teensy bit obsessive appreciation of fine 
edged-tools as some kinda mental aberration. And since I 
do not buy every knife I can, I must not be afflicted with it 
anyway — right? Well, right? 

Take these new and updated knives here, and spilling over 
into Web Blast. Yeah, they’re pretty, and they each have a 
purpose, and purposes ought to be planned for, needs must be 
filled, so I’ll only get a couple of ‘em. Maybe four. Possibly 
five. Six, tops. No kidding. But … Roy, can I have a raise?

1So	new	it	wasn’t	quite	ready	for	SHOT	Show	2012,	
the	 Eagle	 Heavy	 Duty	 by	 Al	 Mar	 Knives	 is	 a	 response	 to	

users	 like	me	who	wanted	the	elegant	 lines	and	classic	Talon	blade	of	 the	
Eagle	Ultralight,	 bolstered	by	 the	 combat	brawn	of	 the	SERE	2000.	With	a	 full	
4"	AUS-8	blade	and	9"	overall	 length,	at	3	ounces	 it’s	still	 fast	and	agile.	Heat-
treated	 stainless	 steel	 liners,	 a	 reversible	 deep	 pocket	 clip,	 G10	 scales	 and	 a	
strong	Al	Mar	front-lock	make	it	tough	enough	for	any	task.	The	Eagle	Ultralight	
is	a	gentleman’s	knife.	The	Eagle	HD	is	for	a	“gentleman	with	intent…”

2The	 first	 compact,	 do-all	 Sage	 folder	 from	 Spyderco	 was	 an	 instant	 hit.	
That	 led	 to	 further	 iterations	 with	 different	 locking	 mechanisms	 and	

handle	materials.	Now	just	check	out	the	gorgeous	Arizona	ironwood	scales	and	
brushed	titanium	bolsters	on	the	Sage	4!	As	pretty	as	a	presentation	piece,	it’s	
also	a	hardy	little	worker!

3Using	 the	 thumbstud,	 start	 opening	 SOG’s	 SlimJim	 XL	 and	 S.A.T.	 (SOG	
Assisted	Technology)	finishes	the	job	for	you,	bangin’	it	open	and	lockin’	it	

up	into	an	all-420	stainless	steel	bead-blasted	frame.	It’s	the	slimmest	assisted-
opening	knife	in	existence,	but	at	9.36"	long	with	a	4.18"	AUS	8	blade,	
it	 ain’t	 no	 runt,	 but	 a	 real	 hand-filler.	 The	SlimJim	XL	will	 become	
available	about	the	time	you	read	this,	so	get	in	line	quick!

4 Slung	around	your	neck,	nestled	 in	a	pocket	or	
secure	on	your	belt,	 the	 SPEW	—	

Small	 Pocket	 Everyday	 Wharn-
cliffe	—	by	CRKT	can	be	with	you	

’Cause sOMetHIn’ aLWays needs CuttIn’
JOHn COnnOR
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he modern tac-
tical knife era 
that began in 
the early 1990s 
unleashed a 
torrent of new 

designs ideas and tech-
nology, and no company 

has ridden the tsunami better 
than Columbia River Knife & Tool. 

Jumping on the trend from its early 
inception, the Oregon-based knife cut-

lery manufacturer came out of nowhere 
and within a couple of years had become 
a household name among knife enthu-
siasts. Today, CRKT enjoys a spot at 
the crest of the wave, with the elite of 
American cutlery companies.

In 1994, the year CRKT opened 
for business, the modern tactical knife 
genre was just getting its baby teeth. 
Collaborations with custom knife-
makers, a practice now more common 
than not, were not nearly as prevalent at 

the time. But they were at CRKT. One 
of the first to acquire outside design 
help, the company brought talented 
tactical knifemaker Jim Hammond of 
Arab, Alabama on board for design 
help. He remains as one of their collab-
orators today, one of many the company 
has brought into the fold since.

Kit Carson, a custom knifemaker 
who is one of a handful who helped 
kick off the modern tactical movement, 
was brought on board in 1998. His 

T
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  OF The Wave

RIVER OF  STEEL!

Rides The Crest 
Columbia River Knife & Tool 

nirk tighe

Guppie multi-tool
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RIVER OF  STEEL!
PaT COveRT 

M16 series designs — which included a 
flipper opening mechanism — and this 
designer’s off-shoots, are some of the 
company’s top sellers to this day. The 
flipper was a winning idea, and is now 
a popular feature found on many factory 
and custom folders. Currently, CRKT 
offers over 30 models of this knife, 
including a recently released emergency 
rescue version. 

In those early years CRKT also 
supplemented their line with hunting 
and sporting knives to further broaden 
their base. Once again, collaborators 
were hired to add their design expertise. 
Noted outdoor guide Russ Kommer, 
who continues to add to this growing 
segment of the company’s stable, 
helped to lead the way. 

Then Came Cool
Once the tactical and sporting bases 

were underway, CRKT created a new 
segment of the cutlery market that 
would help shoot them up into the rari-
fied air as one of the nation’s top manu-
facturer: Cool Knives! President and 
CEO Rod Bremer is a practical busi-

nessman first, but there’s a 
side of him who loves 

quirky and innova-
tive new designs. In 
1998 the company 

launched custom knifemaker Ed Hal-
ligan’s unique K.I.S.S. folder, a small 
one-sided design incorporating a frame-
lock into its handle. A loud “boom” 
was heard in the cutlery industry when 
it was introduced and, like Carson’s 
M16, the Ed’s “little knife that could” 
has been spun off into a dozen other 
iterations, and other Halligan designs 
have sprung up as well. There are eight 
K.I.S.S. models in CRKT’s current line.

Then came Ed Van Hoy, another 
custom knifemaker with a knack for 
producing very innovative designs. Van 
Hoy’s Snap Fire was one of the absolute 
coolest knives ever to grace a dealer’s 
shelf, more recently replaced by a spring 
assisted sibling, the On Fire. In 2005, 
Launce Barber and Tom Stokes were 
brought in to help CRKT expand into the 
fast rising multi-tool market. The off-the-
wall Guppie became an instant hit and is 
still a popular part of the line. A deluge 
of other cool multi-tools followed.

The CRKT line is also bolstered 
with designs by some of the world’s 
premier tactical knifemakers, who just 
happen to offer their own brand of cool. 
Among these are Allen Elishewitz, 
Brian Tighe and Ken Onion. The NIRK 
Tighe design, featuring a Glen Klecker 
locking mechanism, is a particularly 
hot seller and is one is a long line of 

Continued on page 91

PhOTOs: 
ChuCK PiTTman, inC.
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Win!
HanDgun oF tHE MontH

nEW! 
to EntER: 

scan WitH youR 
MoBilE DEvicE

limit 1 entry per household. This	contest	is	open	to	individuals	who	are	residents	of	the	United	States	and	its	territories	only.	Agents	and	employees	of	Publishers	Develop-
ment	Corporation	and	their	families	are	excluded	from	entering.	Contest	void	where	prohibited	or	restricted	by	law.	Winners	must	meet	all	local	laws	and	regulations.	Taxes	
and	compliance	with	firearms	regulations	will	be	 the	responsibility	of	 the	winners.	Winners	will	be	notified	by	CERTIFIED	MAIL	on	official	 letterhead.	ATTENTION	DEPLOYED	
MILITARY:	USE	STATESIDE	ADDRESS!	No	purchase	necessary	to	enter.	Giveaway	guns	and	accessories	may	have	minor	handling	marks	or	evidence	of	being	test-fired.

HoM JULy/AUGUst 2012

sAMpLe
Name		___________________________________
Address	_____________	City,	State,	Zip____________
Email	Address	_______________________

CirCle answers to reaDer surVey:
Question	#1:	(A)	(B)	 Question	#2:	(A)	(B)	 Question	#3:	(A)	(B)
Question	#4:	(A)	(B)	 Question	#5:	(A)	(B)		

If	I	win,	please	ship	my	prize	through:

Dealer	___________________________________
Address	_____________	City,	State,	Zip	____________
Phone	(					)	____	-	________		Store	hours	__	am	__	pm

ReadeR suRVey QuestIOns:
 1. Do you own an ar-15-type rifle?   a) yes   b) no

2. Do you plan to purchase an ar-15-type rifle in the next year?  a) yes   b) no

3. Do you own a Crossbow? a) yes   b) no

4. would you ever consider purchasing a Crossbow? a) yes   b) no 

5. Do you own at least one 1911-style pistol in your collection?  a) yes   b) no 

tO enteR By MaIL: Send	a	postcard	(no	envelopes,	please)	and	follow	the	sample	shown	below	to	AMERICAN	HANDGUNNER,	
Dept.	H7,	P.O.	Box	501377,	San	Diego,	CA	92150-1377.	All entrIeS muSt be reCeIved befOre AuGuSt 31, 2012.

EntER onlinE WWW.aMERicanHanDgunnER.coM

Pocketlite
& Accessories!

colt.380
MustAng

http://www.americanhandgunner.com
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c
olt	has	recently	reintroduced	their	popular	
.380	 Mustang	 Pocketlite.	 The	 new	 ver-
sion	 is	 advertised	 as	 being	 as	 small	 and	
lightweight	as	the	original,	with	“enhanced	
durability,	reliability	and	accuracy,	making	

it	 an	 ideal	 handgun	 for	 personal	 protection.”	
The	aluminum	alloy	receiver,	stainless	steel	slide	
and	 barrel	 are	 CNC	 machined	 from	 bar	 stock.	
With	 a	 loaded	 magazine,	 the	 entire	 package	
weighs	 less	 than	 16	 ounces!	 At	 only	 5.5"	 long,	
it	has	a	2.75"	barrel,	and	is	perfect	for	virtually	
any	 kind	 of	 concealed	 carry	 or	 back-up	 gun	
use.	 The	 short,	 single	 action	 trigger,	 grip	 and	
frame	 design	 make	 it	 easy	 to	 handle,	 conceal	
and	shoot.	There	was	a	reason	this	model	was	so	
popular	when	first	introduced,	and	we’re	pleased	
to	 see	 its	 return!	 This	 model	 sells	 the	 instant	 a	
dealer	gets	one,	 so	we	are	 fortunate	 to	be	able	
to	 offer	 one	 to	 Handgunner	 readers!	 (note: If 
winner resides in a non-compliant state Colt will 
issue the winner a gift certificate equivalent to 
the value of the gun.)

FOR	MORE	INFO:
www.americanhandgunner.com/product-index	

and	click	on	the	company	name.	

•	 High	Profile	Sights
•	 Commander-Style	Hammer
•	 Standard	Safety	Lock
•	 Solid	Aluminum	Trigger
•	 Lowered	Ejection	Port
•	 Electroless	Nickeled	Aluminum	Receiver
•	 Brushed	Stainless	Steel	Slide
•	 2¾"	Barrel	Length
•	 .380	Auto,	6-Round	Magazine	Capacity
•	 Unloaded	Weight:	12	Ounces

custoM FeAtures:

totAL vALUe: 
ALMost $1,000
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BOnus

Gun Photos: Roy Huntington

Photo: Jade Molde

1 Elzetta’s	 ZFL-M60	 Tactical	 LED	 Flashlights	 provide	 235-
lumen	 output,	 unparalleled	 modularity,	 solid	 design	 and	
industry-leading	durability.	Built-to-order	in	the	USA,	Elzetta	

Lights	are	available	 in	a	choice	of	 three	unique	bezels,	 two	Malkoff	LED	Modules,	2-Cell	and	3-Cell	Bodies	
and	four	Tailcap	options.	All	components	are	 interchangeable	and	available	 individually	to	suit	 the	user’s	preferences	and	mission	when	ordered.	With	fully-potted	elec-
tronics	and	½”	 thick	acrylic	optical	 lenses	 (not	mere	reflectors),	Elzetta	Lights	provide	extreme	durability	 for	 the	most	demanding	applications.	Like	everything	Elzetta	
sells,	ZFL-M60	Lights	are	Made	in	the	USA	and	backed	by	a	limited	lifetime	warranty.	note: Winner gets the pictured model.	2 The	Silver	Stag	“Stag	Twist”	is	a	true	custom	

Damascus	 steel	 fixed	 blade	 knife,	 made	 by	 forge	 welding	 multiple	 layers	 of	 high	 carbon	 steels.	 The	 blades	 are	 then	
hand-ground,	 profiled,	 polished	 and	 sharpened.	 This	 blend	 of	 steels	 creates	 a	flexible,	 toughness	 and	 enhances	 cutting	
ability.	The	series	is	produced	with	natural	antler	material	handle	scales	and	a	handmade	leather	sheath.	The	blade	is	3.5"	
and	the	over-all	length	is	6.75".	3 Just	Plugs,	LLC	manufacturers	of	“Seriously	Awesome	Hearing	Protection”	offers	their	
“Centerfire”-	and	“Shotshell-shaped	ear	plugs	specifically	for	the	shooting	and	hunting	industry.	The	lightweight,	reusable	
and	highly	visible	protectors	have	all	earned	a	noise	reduction	rating	of	30	decibels,	according	to	the	American	National	
Standards	Institute.	The	“sparkplug”	and	“beer	bottle”	models	are	fun	too!	

1
2

3Photo: Joe Novelozo



 “Gen-2” 

Includes nearly two hours of video!
Order Today! (800) 628-9818 (M-F 8am-3pm PST) • www.americanhandgunner.com/TRvids 

“Although this may seem
like a good concept, it isn’t 

logical. I’ll show you
concealed carry options

that make sense and
will fit your lifestyle.”

~~Heidi Smith     

BONUS

Special
Offer! $29.95

Two-disc set only

The Concealed Carry for Ladies  
training course from Thunder Ranch 
offers a comprehensive look at
concealed carry from a woman’s
perspective.
    Instructor
Heidi Smith presents
her concepts on gunher concepts on gun
selection and carry options in
an easy-to-follow, relaxed format.
    What’s the best way to carry a gun in 
a purse? How do you draw a gun from 
an ankle holster? What happens when a 
gun is fired at point blank range?
    Heidi’s range demonstrations, guided     Heidi’s range demonstrations, guided 
by husband Clint Smith, provide a 
complete picture on how to safely carry 
a concealed handgun, and draw and fire 
from several effective platforms.
    Give that “special lady” in your life     Give that “special lady” in your life 
the tools she needs to protect herself 
when you’re not around.

protect
 herself

Make sure
she can

At the shopping center, in the 
parking lot, at work, in her car or 

at home — there is a solution.

When you can’t be there to
protect her . . .

http://www.americanhandgunner.com/TRvids
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I
don’t like teensy-tiny micro-
mini pocket pistols, period. 
They try to squirt outta my 
oversized mitts like crazed 
goldfish. Their sights are gen-

erally minuscule and atrocious, more 
pro forma than professional. These 
little 91/2-ounce party-poppers are so 
light that in some garments I hardly 
know they’re there, and my heavy-
gun heart misses the comforting heft 
that whispers “Ordnance on board, 
buddy!” Ain’t none of ’em pleasant 
to shoot, and the .380 ACP cartridge 
itself? It doesn’t inspire much fight-
stopping confidence …

So why do I now carry one — 
sometimes two — of these party 
favors all the time? Because I drift 
back into reality, and realize what 
they’re for, and what they can real-
istically do. In those rare situations 
where you can’t carry even compact 
cannons, you can conceal one of these 
with ease. If your regular Roscoe has 
run dry and you’re surrounded by 
empty mags and piles of hot brass, 
they’ll give you another spin of the 
big Wheel-O’-Fortune.

The Hellcat Reborn
Why review “just another (yawn) 

teensy pocket pistol”? Three reasons: 
Uli, Improved and Money. I’ve known 

Hellcat

John Connor

Uli Wiegand, the honcho at I.O. Inc. for 
5 years. He has tirelessly pursued his 
dream of producing 100 percent made-
in-USA guns, and as he says, “Keeping 
the jobs, the factories and all the profits 
right here in America!” After years 
of incorporating imported parts while 
building a factory in North Carolina, he 
has achieved that goal with his AKs, and 
the Hellcat .380 was his first all-Amer-
ican pistol. While some native-born 
Americans are “going off-shore” with 
their business, this “Euro-imported” guy 
proudly builds in the USA.

The “Gen-1” Hellcat .380 was ser-
viceable; a decent pistol. Then Uli did 
something unusual. He gathered up all 
the consumer comments, hired a high-
priced mechanical engineer and said 
“Make it so.” The trigger mechanism, 
extractor and barrel were redesigned 

for smoother pull and greater reli-
ability, and all tolerances retuned; 
the slide was re-dimensioned to 
produce a better sight plane and its 
mass rebalanced; magazines were 
upgraded and a pinky support added. 
The new Gen-2 Hellcat is topped off 
with much better sights, including 
a fluorescent-dot front sight, and a 
lifetime warranty. Finally, he kept 
the price rock-bottom, listed to retail 
at $239.95.

The Hellcat  employs CNC-
machined solid billets, not castings, 
and a polymer frame with a slightly 
larger triggerguard than some com-
petitors. It’s a bit wider at the web 
of the hand, which mitigates recoil. 
Action is DA only, and there’s no 
external safety or slide-locking lever. 

fieldstripping 
the hellcat .380 

is a single-pin 
operation.

The
 “Gen-2” 

PIsTol By I.o. InC.

.380 

A Half-Pint
 Pocket Pal

Continued on page 86

Gen-1 sights are on the 
right, vastly improved 

Gen-2 sights at left.

i.o. inc.’s hellcat .380 – 
cold comfort in a 
tiny package.
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    Heidi’s range demonstrations, guided     Heidi’s range demonstrations, guided 
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complete picture on how to safely carry 
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from several effective platforms.
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Alan Korwin

W ords are powerful things. It’s significant that words come before 
guns in the Bill of Rights. When a dictator takes over a country, 
the first step is to shut down the broadcasters and printing presses 

— to control words. That’s less effective these days thanks to the web 
and cell phones, so now they attempt to shut those down too. Disarming 
everyone comes second. Vladimir Lenin noted he wouldn’t allow himself 
to be challenged with guns, why should he allow challenge with words, 
when words are the more dangerous thing. He knew something.

A single word can change the nature of an entire national debate, and 
hoplophobia is just such a word. Coined in 1966 by the late Col. Jeff 
Cooper, it comes from the Greek word hoplites, or weapon. Hoplophobia 
is a morbid fear of weapons, and a lot of people have it. Just mention a gun 
near a hoplophobe and the nervous discomfort begins. Place a gun near a 
hoplophobe, and the pulse rises, blood pressure soars, nausea, sweating, 
faintness and other symptoms rush in.

The definitive paper on this terrifying mental disorder was written by 
Dr. Sarah Thompson, Ph.D., and is posted with background at the blue 
hoplophobia button at GunLaws.com. The most chilling aspect of the paper 
is her description of how hoplophobes fail to cope with their disorder. They 
displace their fears through the psychological mechanism of projection — 
they project their fears onto everyone else. This explains a lot.

Hoplophobes are so afraid of guns, and especially what they might do if 
they ever got a hold of one, they project this onto everyone around them. 
They fear their own fear. They make the irrational assumption (it is, after 
all, a phobia, which is irrational), that if you have a gun, you would shoot 
them without cause — because this is what they fear they might do if they 
ever held this awesome power.

Hoplophobes are afraid of their own inability to control themselves. 
They presume (irrationally again) everyone with a gun is the same way, a 
ticking time bomb waiting to go off — just like they are. It’s like the urge 
you may have felt at the tip of a high place, that urge to heave yourself over 
the side. You control it. Hoplophobes are afraid they can’t.

This explains the never-ending nonsense arising every time a new carry 
law or gun-rights bill is enacted. Hoplophobes everywhere, like in every 
crack of our so-called “news” media, yell and scream about “blood in the 
streets” — which never happens. I did mention it’s irrational, right? That 
doesn’t stop them from fearing it each and every time, even though it never 
happens. Facts have no bearing or even meaning on a person who is phobic.

We see hoplophobic responses every time a psychotic madman goes 

CAn “HoplopHobiA” 
be   Cured?

Continued on page 87
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tK21
468 Lumens

CONFIDENT 
ANYWHERE LIGHT

 Max 468 lumen output 
from 2 CR123A batteries 
or a single 18650 li-ion 
battery

 Side mode switch button 
means instant control

 Hard anodized finish with 
removable grip ring for 
cigar-hold technique

www.fenixlight.com

© Copyright Fenix. All specifications subject to 
change without notice.
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1I	bought	my	first	Hoppe’s	cleaning	kit	much	like	this	one	more	than	40	
years	 ago.	 I	 still	 use	 it	 to	 this	 day.	 Kits	 such	 as	 this	 one	 are	 inexpen-

sive	 and	will	 keep	 your	 pistol	 rust-free	 and	 reliable.	 And	Hoppe’s	 #9	 is	 as	
American	as	a	Ruger	.44.

2 It’s	hard	now	to	imagine	a	world	without	Boresnakes.	I	absolutely	love	
them.	They’re	fast,	easy	to	use	and	extremely	effective.	The	latest	ver-

sion,	the	Viper,	has	a	larger	cleaning	area.	The	Viper	logo	goes	nicely	with	a	
couple	of	my	Colt	snakes,	a	Python	and	a	Cobra.

3This	Lyman	Ultrasonic	cleaner	is	big	enough	for	handgun	use	and	very	
reasonably	priced.	It’s	also	handy	for	cleaning	magazines	or	suppressors	

without	having	to	disassemble	them.	The	solution	is	heated	and	sonically	agi-
tated,	and	with	different	cleaners	it	can	also	be	used	for	cleaning	brass.	For	
the	shooter	maintaining	several	handguns	(especially	if	he	is	also	a	reloader)	
the	Lyman	Turbosonic	is	an	excellent	investment.	

CanCeL tHat CRud
gIVe yOuR CLeanIng sOMe CLOut!

daVe 
andeRsOn

I
t astonishes me how dogmatic shooters are about 
gun cleaning. There are lots of products and lots of 
cleaning schedules, and they mostly all work. Most 
shooters, in my opinion clean, too much, too little, or 

they worry about the wrong things. The outside of a slide 
doesn’t need lube, but the rails do. I’ll admit others may 
disagree with my cleaning approach. Not only do I not 
clean a gun after every use, I would never consider taking 
a freshly cleaned gun to a match, or carrying one for per-
sonal defense. 

When I was shooting competitively my schedule was 
200 rounds a day, 5 days a week. I applied fresh lube at 
the start of every session. I find completely disassem-
bling for cleaning every day unnecessary. If anything, it 
increases wear on closely fitted parts. Today I’d probably 
pull a BoreSnake through the barrel at the end of every 
practice session, but we didn’t have them back then.

On Saturday I’d fieldstrip and clean the pistol, and on 
Sunday I’d reload a thousand rounds. A couple of days 
before major matches I’d detail-strip the pistol (including 
magazines), meticulously clean with solvents, brushes, and 
Q-tips and carefully examine every component. After reas-
sembly and lubing I’d then fire 50 to 100 rounds with match 
ammo to confirm sighting and as a final function check.

After a shooting session with a carry/home-defense 
gun (using lower-priced ammo such as Black Hills “Blue 
Box”) I generally clean the gun at the range. After lubing/
reassembly I’ll shoot the two magazines of high perfor-

mance defense ammo carried in the gun, as a final check 
on function and sighting, then reload the magazines with 
the same ammo brand.

But a freshly cleaned gun works better you say! No it 
doesn’t — and it might not work at all. Of course you and 
I are far too smart to reinstall a part incorrectly, or to over-
tighten a grip screw so the magazine won’t drop freely, 
right? But maybe a bristle from the cleaning brush, or a 
scrap from a cleaning patch, got lodged in the firing pin 
channel, or fell into the lock-work. Ridiculous you say? 
You’re 99.9 percent certain it could never happen? Shoot 
the gun and be 100 percent certain.   

gun CLeanIng
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3
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4A	new	name	in	gun	care	products	is	Seal	1	CLP	Plus.	The	web	site	claims	it	to	be	“green	engi-
neered”	with	 “bio-based	 ingredients”,	meaning	 there	are	no	 toxic	 odors.	 It’s	 also	 claimed	 to	

adhere	to	metal	so	well	that	after	a	couple	of	treatments	the	gun	stays	clean	longer,	and	is	easier	and	
faster	to	clean.	I	haven’t	been	using	this	product	long	enough	to	substantiate	the	claim	but	it	does	get	
the	guns	clean	in	short	order,	and	the	pre-saturated	patches	and	cleaning	cloth	sure	are	handy.	

5KG	 Industries	 is	 a	 major	
player	in	the	field	of	metal	

cleaning	 and	 protection.	 They	
have	 a	 complete	 line	 of	 very	
effective	 gun	 care	 products,	
from	 powder	 and	 copper	 sol-
vents	 to	 bore	 conditioners	 to	
degreasers,	gun	oil	and	grease.	
There’s	even	a	product	to	keep	
your	 leather	 holster	 looking	
good.	 Excellent	 products	 for	
maintaining	my	Nighhawk	T3.

6 Otis	 kits	 are	 ingeniously	
designed,	very	well	made	

and	 are	 both	 extremely	 effec-
tive	and	amazingly	compact.	Otis	makes	kits	for	various	specialized	needs	as	well	as	more	general-
purpose	kits.	This	kit	has	brushes,	patch	loops	and	braided	wire	pull-throughs	in	several	calibers.	
With	this	Otis	kit	you	could	clean	a	half-dozen	calibers,	all	with	a	kit	so	handy	and	neatly	packaged	
it	would	fit	a	jacket	pocket.

7Some	of	the	good	companies	and	products	I	trust	to	keep	my	guns	in	top	condition.	From	left,	
Birchwood	 Casey	 solvent/degreaser	 to	 clean	 down	 to	 bare	metal;	Outer’s	Gunslick	 Tri-Lube;	

Hoppe’s	Gun	Oil;	M-Pro	7	Cleaner	and	 (top)	gun	oil;	Butch’s	 cleaning	patches	 (I	use	Butch’s	Bore	
Shine	for	my	rifles);	a	Boresnake,	and	a	versatile	and	compact	Otis	cleaning	kit.	Hand-
guns	are	my	nickeled	S&W	M-36	and	my	old	(made	in	1958)	Browning	Hi-Power.

For more info: www.americanhandgunner.com/product-index and click on 
the company name.
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Davis was armed with two cap-and-
ball Colt revolvers and a large knife. 
This, obviously, was a time to shoot. 
The ambush had found the party out-
numbered by more than three to one. 
Now, Davis stood alone against as many 
as 14 armed opponents. He instantly 
began to return fire.

His skill rapidly changed the odds. 
One by one, bandits fell. By the time 
his second and last revolver ran dry, 
Davis had shot seven of the murderers 
to the ground.

Writer Fournier notes, “Ammo rap-
idly depleted on both sides.” It was at 
this time, apparently, that four of the 
remaining bandits decided to close in 
and finish off the sole apparent sur-
vivor with edged weapons. One of them 
was armed with what various accounts 
describe as “a cutlass,” “a short sword,” 
a “sabre” and a “4-foot cavalry saber.” 
He is generally attributed the role of 
leader. The others were apparently 
armed with substantial knives.

So, however, was Davis.
As the four outlaws closed on him, 

Davis drew his final weapon, gener-
ally described as a Bowie knife. When 
they came within a few feet, Davis 
lunged to meet the attack. In moments, 
three of the four were out of the fight, 
mortally wounded or already dead. 
The swordsman was described by one 
researcher as “disarmed” by Davis with 
a flurry of slashes. He tottered away 
from the scene hideously mutilated, his 
amputated nose and right index finger 
on the ground behind him. He would 
die in a matter of hours.

Historians generally agree the final 
tally was 11 men killed single-handedly 
by Captain Jonathan Davis, seven with 
hot lead and four with cold steel. The 
remaining three, by some accounts, fled 
the scene. But there were witnesses who 
said that only 11 men had ambushed 
Davis’ party, and that he cut them all 
down, and that the “14” number came 
from papers found on the bodies of the 
deceased indicating the gang had origi-
nally had that many members.

Now the last man standing, not just 
of his own party of three, but of all 
14 to 17 men involved, Davis became 
aware of three more men coming 
toward him. He drew the unfired 
revolver from the holster of the dead 
Alabaman, James McDonald, and 
braced himself for another deadly fight. 
Fortunately, the three newcomers came 
in peace: they were miners who had 
been hunting on a nearby hillside, and 
though out of range to assist, had wit-
nessed the entire affair.

They helped to bring the gravely 
wounded Doctor Sparks off the moun-
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tain, but his wounds were too terrible 
for medicine of the day to successfully 
treat. Dr. Sparks died a week later. 

Accounts seem to agree that Davis 
emerged with only two minor flesh 
wounds. It’s unclear whether they were 
bullet grazes, or cuts from the final 
encounter. His clothing had been torn 
by many near misses. www.hubpages.
com says: “It was reported there were 28 
bullet holes through his hat and clothes 
... 17 through his hat and 11 through his 
coat and shirt.” Author Fournier puts it 
at only six through the hat, but the same 
tally of 11 through shirt and coat.

The Gang
Richard Fournier described Davis’ 

opponents as “One cutthroat gang 
roaming the prospecting paradise 
(which) consisted of two Americans, 
one Frenchman, two Britons, five 
Australians and four Mexicans — 
the equivalent of an Army infantry 
squad in number. This assortment of 
criminal scum had just murdered 10 
people, including four Americans, the 
day before taking on Davis.” However, 
reports from the newspapers of the 
time indicate there had been two prior 
attacks by the bandit gang, numbering 
10 murder victims. When the dying 
leader confessed to the rescuing miners, 
according to Placerville’s Mountain 
Democrat newspaper in a reprise of the 
incident published Nov. 28, 1946, “He 
said also that they had just commenced 
operations — having killed six Chi-
namen 3 days ago, and four Americans, 
on the day before yesterday.”

Searching the bodies found at the 
scene, historians seem to agree, Davis 
and those who came to his aid found 
the slain criminals to have between 
them “$491 in gold and silver coin, 
four ounces of gold dust,” and assorted 
gold and silver watches, at least some of 
which were later traced to their previous 
10 victims.

Important To Document
In researching this case, I found an 

amazing dearth of information. The 
telegraph had come into being when 
Samuel Morse sent his famous “What 
hath God wrought?” message in 1844, 
but the first transcontinental telegraph 
network wasn’t established until the 
1860s. Teletype, pooled news services, 
and of course the Internet were far, far 
away in the future. It has long been a 
truism that “If it wasn’t documented, it 
didn’t happen.”

Jonathan Davis found this out. He 
got back to civilization and told his 
story, and was met with the 21st century 
equivalent of “Yeah, right ... ” (insert 
rolling-eyes Internet emoticon here). 

Stung by the disbelief greeting his 
account when he reached a populated 
area, Davis rounded up the witnesses 
to the incident who had come to help 
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him. All agreed to give sworn state-
ments under oath as to the battle they 
had seen. The newspapers of the time 
seem to have taken this as proof posi-
tive the incident did, indeed, occur as 
Davis described.

Respected Western historian Bob 
Boze Bell wrote in True West magazine, 
“Three months after the battle, Davis 
and three eye-witnesses to the fight — 
John Webster, Isaac Hart and P.S. Rob-
ertson — appeared at the offices of the 
Mountain Democrat. Before Judge R. 
M. Anderson and a delegation of promi-
nent citizens, the men presented written 
and verbal depositions of the fight to 
everyone’s satisfaction.” Thereafter, 
the doubters seem to have faded away 
for the most part, though there would 
always be questions.

And the lesson we learn is, document 
such an incident you might be involved 
with, archive it, and make sure there’s 
something to solidly prove you did the 
right thing, even after you’re dead.

What We Don’t Know
What’s generally available as 

research on this issue does not address 
exactly how far the good guys were 
from the bad guys when the bullets 
were flying. Anthony Belli, writing 
in the Mountain Democrat in more 
modern times, could conclude only that 
it happened “at close range.” Nor do we 
know the exact kind of weapons used. 
Did the bandits have rifles, single shot 
pistols, revolvers, or ... ? It’s generally 
agreed Davis was armed with a brace 
of Colt percussion revolvers, but it’s 
unclear if they were the recently intro-
duced .36 Navy model, or .44 Dragoons 
dating to the previous decade, or the 
even older Patersons, or the .31 caliber 
Pocket Model that historians say was a 
popular concealment gun among those 
who took part in the Gold Rush.

Technique? We don’t know. Art-
ists’ illustrations of Davis depict him 
with a Colt in each hand, but it is 
unclear from what I’ve found so far 
whether he fired them simultaneously, 
or sequentially, or emptied one and 
only then resorted to the other. The 
exact duration of the encounter seems 
likewise murky. It is reasonably safe 
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to go with Richard Fournier’s conclu-
sion in VFW that Davis “methodically 
picked off seven bandits with lethal 
accuracy.” It’s unclear how many of 
those “Unlucky Seven” required more 
than one shot, or how many others may 
have been wounded by Davis’ fire, but 
remained ambulatory.

The 1946 reprise by the Moun-
tain Democrat says that “Seven of the 
deceased robbers were shot in the heart.” 
Two, five- to six-shot revolvers, 10 to 12 
shots means that’s seven heart hits — 
and what? Were the other shots misfires, 
or hits elsewhere unrecorded, or simply 
misses? At this point in time, that seems 
to be a matter of conjecture.

Another lesson: Don’t assume your 
opponents to be wimps, but don’t nec-
essarily assume them to be supermen, 
either. It appears that if 14 thugs were 
present, at least three of the bandit gang 
didn’t charge Davis’ position when they 
realized his guns were empty. In his True 
West account, Historian Bell stated the 
last two attackers Davis killed with his 
knife were “weakened by their wounds 
from previous raids.” This may have 
been true of the gang members who 
hung back and at last fled, and for some 
of those killed earlier in the fight as well. 
Those three might have hung back far 
enough to have gone unnoticed by the 
distant witnesses who counted only 11.

As to the “weakened” ones, the 
Mountain Democrat of Dec. 30, 1854 
published an allegation that two of 
the four slashed down by Davis at the 
end of the fight were so crippled by 
previous wounds as to be ineffective 
fighters. There is no way to know at 
this point in time if that was true, but 
even if it was, there would have been 
no way for Davis to assess the physical 
capability of each of the men charging 
him, and his killing them in self-
defense would have been entirely jus-
tified by every standard, then or now, 
under the circumstances.

Important lesson: Experienced in 
combat, Jonathan Davis was a hard-
ened warrior, a tempering that served 
him well on Dec. 19, 1854. He had 
developed the necessary skills before 
the event in Rocky Canyon occurred. 
Anthony Belli wrote in an August 11, 
2000 article about the incident in the 
Mountain Democrat, “In the diggings, 
Davis was known as an expert pistol 
shot, and ‘second to none in the state’ 
for fencing.”

Interesting Parallels
We live now in the time of the 

Internet, and gun folks being technical 
folks, the gunnies got to the Net early 
and established a very strong pres-
ence there. Defensive firearms use 
being a life or death issue after all, 
it’s no surprise gun-related forums stir 
some heated debate about armed self-
defense, some of which seem to reach 
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the intensity of religion-based warfare. 
Let’s look at some of the now com-
monly seen threads and themes there, 
and how they relate to a battle that 
occurred 158 years ago.

One often-voiced theory is, “Armed 
citizens don’t need spare ammo! Show 
me just one case where anyone did! 
Show me the link!”

Well, as they say on the Net, “Bwa-
hahaha!” ... Google “Captain Jonathan 
Davis.”

Long since mustered out of the Army 
after the Mexican War, Davis was an 
armed citizen. He had to empty two 
revolvers, and was still in the fight 
against multiple armed men. When 
the last of his opponents had fallen or 
fled, he was approached by still more 
strangers, whom he had no reason to 
initially believe had benevolent intent. 
At this point he took recourse to a third 
loaded revolver, taken from one of his 
downed companions. Fortunately, he 
did not need to use it.

Lesson: No one knows what attack 
they will face, nor how many attackers 
will comprise that assault, nor how 
many shots they’ll need to fire to come 
out alive. 

Another question is, “Ain’t it kinda 
paranoid to carry more than one gun?” 
Well, the anti-gunners will say that it’s 
paranoid to carry one. Jonathan Davis 
is believed to have been carrying two 
revolvers ... to have shot them both 
empty ... and to have downed seven 
attackers before his guns ran dry. 
Whether each revolver was loaded with 
five bullets or six, and irrespective of 
how many shots it took to put each 
of those seven members of the killer 
gang on the ground, it’s probably safe 
to assume that he wasn’t putting one 
double-neutralizing bullet through two 
bad guys with any given shot.

A cap-and-ball revolver is a particu-
larly laborious thing to reload. A powder 
flask needs to dump a charge carefully 
into each and empty chamber. A ball 
must be inserted over each charged 
chamber, the ramrod lever has to be pre-
cisely pressed down to seat each and 
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every one and the fired percussion caps 
must be plucked off the nipples at the 
back of the cylinder one by one, and 
then replaced one-by-one. All of these 
are fine motor skill tasks having to be 
accomplished at high speed with the 
shaking hands and trembling fingers of a 
man presumably in full-blown “fight or 
flight” response, which is well known to 
destroy fine motor coordination. 

Spare pre-loaded cylinders? They 
were used, for sure, in the Civil War (and 
even in at least one Clint Eastwood “spa-
ghetti Western” movie), but that was in 
the future when Jonathan Davis fought 
his fight, and exchanging cylinders was 
not exactly a simple gross motor skill, 
either. It’s irrelevant in any case, because 
there is no reason to believe Captain 
Davis had spare cylinders.

Another common weapon discus-
sion today is, “Knife to back up a gun? 
Come on! That will never happen in 
real life!” Umm ... sorry, it appears it 
did happen more than a century and a 
half ago. The last four opponents who 
were trying to kill Davis were taken out 
of the fight with his blade after his two 
guns were depleted. Was the recourse 
from gun to knife a unique thing that 
only happened once, all those years 
ago? No.

In the past year, 2011, a police 
officer in Tennessee was attacked from 
behind by a man who tried to rip his 
Glock 22 out of its holster as the officer 
stood at a urinal. Responding instantly, 
the officer secured his .40-caliber pistol 
with his dominant hand, drew a knife 
with his non-dominant hand, and pro-
ceeded to literally carve the attacker off 
of his gun.

Many thanks to the readers who 
alerted us to the Fournier article 
in VFW, and particular thanks to 
researcher extraordinaire Rita Ack-
erman. The Davis incident reminds us 
all that the hardware, the clothing, and 
the surroundings may change, but the 
essential elements of strong-minded 
armed citizens using weapons to fight 
off murderous criminals remain pretty 
much the same over not just 
the years — but the centuries.

Suggested Reading: “Mexican War Vet 
Wages Deadliest Gunfight In American 
History” by Richard Fournier, VFW 
magazine, January 2012; “Captain 
Davis: A California Ballad,” citing 
“The Sparrowgrass Papers” by Fred-
eric S. Cozzens, Derby & Jackson, 
New York, 1860, www.elfinspell.com.
SparrowgrassPapersBallad.html; “The 
Gang Slayer: Captain Jonathan Davis 
vs. 14 Polyglot Killers,” by Bob Boze 
Bell, www.truewestmagazine.com; 
“Captain Jonathan Davis’s Incredible 
Tale,” hubpages.com.; The archives 
of the Mountain Democrat newspaper, 
Placerville, CA, http://ritaackerman.
weebly.com.
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first told me we could take this trip. I 
knew there were several predecessor 
pistols to the 1911, but I had not really 
studied them. I began to research the 
1910 prototype and found it to be very 
fascinating. Browning only built eight 
of the 1910 pistols as samples for Colt 
to show around to various military com-
mands. This allowed Colt to not only 
showcase the new pistol, but to also get 
a better feel for what the military wanted. 
The 1910 pistol was a 1911, but without 
a thumb safety. The military made it 
clear they wanted some type of safety 
on the pistol so the pistol could be made 
safe with the hammer cocked. Browning 
actually modified two of the 1910 pistols 
by installing thumb safeties on them. 
The thumb safety not only locked the 
sear, but also locked the hammer in the 
full-cock position. The military was very 
happy with this modification.” 

So, as the story goes, the 1911 
was born. The testing trials proved 
the design by shooting 6,000 rounds 
without malfunction or breakage. The 
1911 was the first firearm tested by the 
military to achieve this level of endur-
ance and reliability. The competition 
was soundly outclassed by the 1911 and 
the pistol was adopted by the Ordnance 
Department in April of 1911. The first 
deliveries began in January 1912, with a 
lot of 500 pistols being delivered to the 
Ordnance Department. 

During Bill’s research on the 1910, 
he found several web sites having quite 
a bit of information, and even pictures 
of one of them completely dissembled. 
He also found out the last one sold at 
auction brought about $250,000. It was 
remarkable for both of us to think we 
were about to have the chance to actu-
ally examine one personally. 

From Bill’s Notes:
The 1910 Examination: While Roy 

was finishing up the pictures of the 
Hammerless pistol I completed the 
external examination of the 1910 and 
began to disassemble it. The 1910 did 
not have the 1911-style recoil spring 
plug. The recoil spring plug had a small 
diameter protrusion sticking out of it 
locking into the bottom of the barrel 
bushing. The barrel bushing could not 
be turned far enough to remove the 
recoil spring plug so I had to remove the 
slide stop to get the top end off of the 
frame. Once I had the top end off I could 
remove the recoil spring guide, recoil 
spring and the recoil spring plug. Once 
the recoil spring system was removed I 
could turn the barrel bushing to remove 
it and the barrel. The barrel hood had 
a small rounded extension engaging a 
corresponding cut in the slide. I guess 
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Browning decided this extra stabilizing 
tab was not needed on the 1911. It would 
have also made the barrel and the slide 
much more difficult to manufacture.

I noted the bore of the barrel had 
a mirror finish! The Browning shop 
was manufacturing rifles before they 
began to make pistols, so I guess the 
mirror finished bore of a pistol barrel 
would not be any problem for them. 
The locking lugs completely surrounded 
the barrel as on his earlier pistols. I 
noted he had rounded the leading edges 
of the locking lugs on the bottom of 
the barrel. This was undoubtedly to let 
the recoil spring bump smoothly over 
them during recoil. I would guess the 
rounded angled contour done on the 
1911 barrel allows the pistol to function 
more smoothly, as well as providing 
more strength to the barrel.

The slide was almost a duplicate of 
the 1911. I noted the extra cutout for 
the small protrusion on the back of the 
barrel hood was present. The rear sight 
was just like the early 1911, but the 
front sight was a small Patridge-style 
located in an angled groove cut into 
the front of the slide. I would guess the 
barrel locked-up higher in the slide on 
the 1910, so Browning had to cut the 
angled groove into the front of the slide 
to make the front sight tall enough to to 
be seen. I wish there had been time for 
me to investigate and measure the slide 
and barrel to determine where the dif-
ferences were that made the barrel lock 
up so high, requiring the angled groove 
in the front of the slide.

The Frame: Remember, the 1910 
does not have a thumb safety. This 
requires a completely different design to 
retain the grip safety pin, the sear pin and 
the hammer pin, as well as a different 
slide stop design. There is a side plate 
on the right rear of the frame keeping 
the pins captured. The side plate had the 
hammer pin riveted into it, and the rear 
tip of the side plate was slightly tapered 
and had a semicircular cut-out. This 
cut-out engages the pin holding the grip 
safety in the frame. The grip safety pin 
had a small head on the left end drop-
ping into a counter-sink on the left side 
of the frame. The right end of the grip 
safety pin had a groove in it the slide 
plate engages. The sear pin has a head on 
it on the right end of it sets into a coun-
tersink in the frame.

The top of the slide plate is flat, and 
this flat is directly under the slide so 
when the slide is on the frame, the slide 
plate cannot be rotated. When the slide 
is removed you can rotate the slide plate 
counter-clockwise to unlock the grip 
safety pin.

The mainspring housing has the 
1911-style pin in it. To disassemble the 
frame you partially remove the main-
spring housing to relieve the hammer 
spring pressure on the hammer, rotate 
the side plate to allow the removal of 
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the grip safety pin and grip safety, then 
you can remove the mainspring housing 
completely. The side plate can now 
be pulled out to the right to remove 
the hammer. The sear pin can then be 
removed to the right to remove the sear 
and disconnector. You have to push the 
magazine catch as far to the right as 
possible to allow the magazine catch to 
be rotated until the magazine catch pops 
out, allowing the magazine catch to be 
removed from the frame. The trigger 
can then be removed from the frame.

Fire Control Parts: The hammer 
was hand-checkered on a 45-degree 
angle at about 20 lpi. The hammer had 
a large semicircular cut-out at the 4- to 
7-o’clock area. This cut-out is much 
larger than found on the 1911. I think 
it was done to lighten the hammer. It 
mimics the cut-out found on Brown-
ing’s lever-action rifle hammers. The 
disconnector is the same as the 1911, 
and the sear is the same shape as the 
1911, but much thicker front-to-back. 
I have read there were sear breakages 
in the earlier guns Colt submitted for 
testing so I would assume Browning 
beefed this one up.

The grip safety was pretty much 
the same as the 1911 except the arm 
blocking the trigger was thicker. The 
mainspring housing was the same as 
the 1911. The sear spring is of the 1911 
design except for the tab on the left 
tine.  The early sear springs in the 1911 
did not have this tab either. The maga-
zine catch is exactly like the early 1911, 
with the magazine catch lock having the 
dimpled head and no screw-driver slot. 
The trigger is just like the 1911, made 
from one piece of steel.

The slide stop is different from 
the 1911 in that it has a spring-loaded 
plunger contacting a stud riveted into 
the frame behind it. Remember, the 1910 
did not have a thumb safety so it did not 
have a plunger tube. Browning used the 
spring-loaded plunger in the slide stop 
contacting the frame stud to control the 
movement of the slide stop The thumb 
piece on it was flat and did not protrude 
very far to the side. The thumb piece was 
hand checkered at a 45-degree angle and 
was approximately 20 lpi. 

The recoil spring plug was a thin 
disk having a groove in the rear the 
recoil spring was crimped into. The 
front of the plug had a small protrusion 
locking into at slot in the bottom of 
the barrel bushing to keep the bushing 
from rotating. 

The grip screws were very small, 
less than half the diameter of the 1911 
grip screws. The grip screw bushings in 
the frame were also much smaller than 
the 1911. 

The firing pin, firing pin stop, firing 
pin spring and extractor were exactly 
like the 1911. There was no magazine 
with the pistol, but I tried a standard 
1911 magazine and it fit. The magazine 

http://www.g96.com
http://www.caspianarms.com
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follower contacted the slide stop and 
locked the slide open exactly like a 1911.

Final Thoughts
After examining both the Hammer-

less .45 and the 1910 we could clearly 
see the progression of design ideas 
Browning worked through to arrive at 
the 1911 pistol. The Army didn’t want 
a hammerless pistol, so Browning 
designed the 1910. The Army wanted a 
thumb safety, so John modified several 
of the 1910 pistols to include a thumb 
safety. We’re betting the Army wanted 
a pistol easier to disassemble than the 
1910, and one having fewer parts. 
So, John redesigned the recoil spring 
system and made the thumb safety the 
key piece to disassemble the pistol.

As we spent more time with the 
guns, knowing Browning likely had 
handled them himself, we realized this 
rare opportunity needed to be well-doc-
umented — and shared with Handgun-
ner’s readers. We were often stopped in 
our tracks as we discovered some small 
change done, a new angle filed, a bit 
added by brazing, a bump raised with 
a punch, all things done as he honed 
the design, trying to make it work — 
improving it. Bill would sometimes hold 
a part up to me and explain something, 
“Look how he changed this angle sev-
eral times until he got it to work.” These 
were designs in progress, and showed it.

John Browning was a genius at 
designing simple, strong firearms — 
and we held proof in our hands. He was 
talking to us through these guns, and as 
we discovered each thing he had done, 
we could see his mind working. His 
photo peered down at us from the wall 
in the small office we had taken over. I 
hope he appreciated our excitement — 
and our efforts. 

That night at dinner, we were both 
still just a bit numb, hardly believing 
what we’d been able to see, hold and 
accomplish that day. We celebrated 
with big steaks and a good bottle 
of wine.Our first toast? “To John 
Browning —genius.” We 
were grinning like kids. 

For more info: www.theunionstation.
org, 2501 Wall Avenue. Ogden, UT 
84401, Phone: (801) 393-9890; Go to 
www.americanhandgunner.com and 
click on Web Blast to see more pictures 
of the Browning Museum guns. To read 
Bill’s notes: http://www.cylinder-slide.
com/1910hammerless.html 

Editor’s Note: Our heartfelt thanks to 
Diane Azevedo and the entire staff at The 
Union Station. And, you might be inter-
ested to know, Bill and I are going back 
to see prototypes of the Hi-Power — and 
other surprises! Stay-tuned.

maxcutterknives.com
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maxcutter03@yahoo.commaxcutter03@yahoo.com

cLIcK oN tHe “WeB BLAst” LINK

*

http://www.elitesurvival.com
http://www.maxcutterknives.com
http://www.paracord.com


84	 WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM		•		JULY/AUGUST	2012

PPPPPooooowwwwwererererered bed bed bed bed by y y y y WWWWWolfolfolfolfolffffff!!!!!

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.gunsprings.gunsprings.gunsprings.gunsprings.gunsprings.com.com.com.com.com

P.O.Box 458, Dept. 381, Newtown Square, PA 19073
Toll-Free at 800-545-0077 or 610-359-9600

For over 50 years
Wolff has been the
name you trust for
precision gunsprings
- Recoil Springs
- Magazine Springs
- Hammer Springs
- Firing Pin Springs
- Other Springs
- Performance Kits
For hundreds of
Semi-Auto Pistols,
Revolvers, Rifles
and Shotguns.

Like oil in your car,
springs need to be
changed from time
to time.

Isn’t it time to make
sure your gun is
Powered by Wolff!

pounds. There was no creep or a rough 
and gritty pull. A good trigger like this 
makes shooting a handgun so much 
more enjoyable. Luckily I had some 
DoubleTap ammunition in both calibers 
on hand, so when the deluge finally let 
up I hit the range.

Three different offerings in the 
DoubleTap lineup included their 180-
gr. JHP, 200-gr. Barnes TAC-XP, 
and a 240-gr. SWC Hardcast for the 
.44 Special. Throw in a box of Buf-
falo Bore Anti-Personnel 200-gr. Hard-
cast Wadcutter and I was anxious to 
see how the .44 Special performed. For 
the .500 S&W, the Grim Reaper would 
digest the 275-gr. Barnes XPB, 400-gr. 
WFNGC and the rhino-stomping 480-
gr. Equalizer, an impressive gathering 
from DoubleTap for sure.

My friend and shooting buddy, Joe, 
accompanied me to the range for a 
lengthy shooting session. Joe is some-
what younger, although still an expe-
rienced shooter, with keen eyes and 
steady nerves. He is also bigger and 
stronger than I am — a perfect candi-
date for the Grim Reaper!

We both found the relatively mild 
.44 Special enjoyable to shoot. After 
running four different loads through 
the Skorpion, it seemed to favor the 
DoubleTap 240-gr. SWC. We shot this 
revolver from a rest and offhand, at 
a variety of ranges. The Hogue grips 
make you grip the gun in the same posi-
tion for every shot, and this consis-
tency is important when shooting any 
handgun. While the V-notch and fiber 
optic sights are great at close range, you 
might prefer the traditional square notch 
and post for simple target shooting.

We didn’t encounter any issues with 
the custom revolver or the ammunition, 
which made shooting the Scorpion a lot 
of fun. Joe finished the last few rounds 
busting rocks consistently from a far-off 
steep bank, shooting off-handed. Per-
sonally, I believe the Skorpion would 
be a very nice packing gun for long 
hikes, horseback rides, fishing trips, 
certain handgun hunting exploits such 
as deer or hog hunting and even home 
defense. Joe thought hunting rabbits 
with a reduced load would be fun, and 
make sense. A good, dependable custom 
revolver — built to perform. What more 
do you want?

The .500
The Grim Reaper will appeal to 

those who may find themselves in 
potential problems in big bear country 
or the Dark Continent, where there’s 
always something lurking that can kill 
you. We shot all three offerings from 
DoubleTap, both from a rest and off-

reeder BLAsters
Continued from page 57
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• A Bill Luckett design
• 440C stainless steel blade, 
   mirror polished
• Ergonomic Micarta handle
• Includes a leather sheath
• Limited to just 999 pieces   
   worldwide
• Blade length: 8¼"
• Overall length:  13⅝"
• Weight:  12.2 oz.
• Model No.:  02BO2012
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hand. I confess I would be lying if I told 
you this 4" .500 S&W wasn’t a handful. 
It was built with a specific purpose — 
to stop a threat from getting to you.

I frequently fish for king salmon in 
Alaska and on my last trip, the bears 
were thick as grasshoppers. They 
were diligently searching the streams 
for a calorie-rich diet of salmon, the 
same reason I was there. When you’re 
fishing a stream and you can’t pay 
attention to your line in the water 
because you’re always looking over 
your shoulder, there are a lot bears. 
The Grim Reaper riding on the hip as 
you wade-fish a steam would give you 
much-needed piece of mind in case of 
a turbulent situation.

By the time you read this I will be 
in Africa hunting an area where buffalo 
and elephant are always present. Again, 
the piece of mind thing comes to play. 
When the big .500 S&W was first intro-
duced, I took it to Africa and was the 
first person to take a cape buffalo with 
the new cartridge. Interestingly, it’s the 
only buffalo I’ve ever taken with one 
shot. At that time I was using Cor-Bon’s 
440-gr. Hardcast bullet. This is a serious 
hunting cartridge.

The Grim Reaper is a power-house, 
packin’ pistol delivering a mastodon 
knockout punch. At the end of the day, 
DoubleTap’s 400-gr. WFNGC load 
performed best on paper. However, 
the 480-gr. Equalizer would be my 
first choice if elephants were trampling 
my tomatoes. Handloaders will have 
the option to tailor loads for casual 
plinking sessions, which can turn the 
mighty .500 into something actually 
fun to shoot! Joe and I both found the 
fiber optic dot easier to distinguish 
than standard sights in low light 

*

shooting conditions; something that 
might come in handy with a gun of 
this nature. Oh, and Joe couldn’t resist 
busting a few rocks to smithereens 
with those 480-gr. Equalizers!

Something For Everyone
Gary Reeder is not only a master 

craftsman, but an experienced handgun 
hunter who has been promoting this 
alternative method for many years. He 
organizes at least two handgun hunts 
every year, and sometimes takes a 
group to Africa. Along with a series of 
revolvers offered, Reeder Custom Guns 
also builds custom 1911s, including 
two of my favorites; the Interceptor, 
and an ideal concealed carry pistol, the 
Condition One.

Handgun hunters will gravitate 
toward some of his custom Encores and 
Contenders, specifically designed for 
hunting using Gary’s lineup of custom 
cartridges he developed himself. Then 
there are custom lever guns, Ruger #1s 
and a very specialized AR platform.

The new Grim Reaper and rela-
tively new Skorpion are just two of the 
many custom revolvers available from 
Reeder Custom Guns. Gary offers many 
options for a wide variety of applica-
tions and tastes. Delivery time on most 
of Reeder’s work is around three to four 
months, which is amazingly fast in the 
custom world. If you’re looking to get 
a big-blaster, or simply an elegant .44, 
Reeder’s is a dandy place 
to start your search.

  
For more info: www.americanhandgunner.
com/reeder-custom-guns or (928) 527-
4100; or www.americanhandgunner.com/
product-index and click on a featured com-
pany’s name.

http://www.frontiergunleather.com
http://www.hallmarkcutlery.com
http://www.ah.dillonprecision.com


86	 WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM		•		JULY/AUGUST	2012

They’re not needed, and their absence 
contributes to a snag-free profile. It’s a 
hammer-fired design, and the hammer is 
hidden, recessed in the frame. 

Temperament & Targets 
After break-in, the new Hellcat 

proved reliable, performing best with 
premium ammo on the warm side, like 
Winchester’s Supreme Elite PDX1. 
During testing I shot mostly at 7 
yards, 1-handed, right and left, simply 
bringing the pistol up, getting a quick 
or flash sight picture on the first round 
and flash sight pictures or just sighting 
down the sight plane on succeeding 
shots. Other times I just shoved out my 
fist while keeping eyes on-target and 
shot the pistols dry. Since .380 pocket 
autos are decidedly not target pistols, 
I’ve tested them under what I’d call 
“optimum gunfight conditions.” Realis-
tically, engagement conditions would be 
closer, faster and darker. I was getting 
7-shot groups running 1.5" by 1.75" in 
silhouette targets. 

I’ve shot five different makes of 
.380 micros in the past few months 
and haven’t found any that didn’t need 
break-in. The Hellcat smoothed out 
with zero malf’s after about 40 rounds. 
There were seven or eight failures to 
extract and failures to feed, almost all 
within the first 21 rounds. 

Tips: Above all, if, like me, you’re 
not experienced with teensy-tiny pis-
tols, practice getting them out and 
safely into action — a lot — with an 
unloaded piece. Their sheer lack of size 
and weight can make them dangerous to 
control. Use a good pocket holster, and 
don’t carry anything else in that pocket. 
Lube well during break-in, then much 
less. Use a firm grip and straight hold, 
rolling the trigger like a DA revolver, 
and don’t try to over-control the trigger 
and stage shots. Shoot it like what it is; 
a last-ditch tool for fast, close shooting, 
and the Hellcat .380 will do 
the job for you.  

For more info: www.americanhandgunner.
com/io-inc or (866) 882-1479

.380 HeLLcAt
Continued from page 69

Why review ‘just 
another (yawn) teensy 
pocket pistol’? three 

reasons: Uli, Improved 
and Money.

*

MEC-GAR is proud to offer “Optimum” - our new
and unique series of high capacity flush-fit pistol
magazines.
The new design of the magazine housing and
interlinked magazine components, together with
a special Anti-Friction Coating offer far superior
performance even in difficult operational
environments.
The increased firepower of MEC-GAR “Optimum”
magazines can be further raised by an optional “Plus
Two” adapter.  “Plus Two” is a new set of hollow
butt-plate and inner base to raise the capacity of the
MEC-GAR “Optimum” magazine by 2-rounds and
stick out only 5/8” from the butt of the pistol!
Available For: Beretta 92FS 9mm 18rd / 20rd

Beretta 96FS .40S&W 13rd / 15rd
Para-Ordnance P14 .45ACP 14rd
SIG P226 9mm 18rd / 20rd
SIG P226 .40S&W 13rd / 15rd
Springfield XD 9mm 18rd
Springfield XD .40S&W 13rd
Taurus PT92 9mm 18rd / 20rd
Taurus PT100 .40S&W 13rd / 15rd

“OPTIMUM”... THE WORLD’S BEST MAGAZINES

World’s Finest Magazines

Mec-Gar USA, Inc., 905 Middle Street, Middletown, CT 06457
Tel: (800) 632-4271         Fax: (860) 635-1712         www.mec-gar.com

ph: 863.602.1515 
fax: 863.815.7287 
jim@floridaarms.com 
www.floridaarms.com
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Visit our website  
for a quick quote.
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berserk. The gun-o-phobes come out of 
the woodwork, bolstered by a complicit 
and equally fearful press, with politi-
cians in tow (some of whom are only 
in it for the power grab), seeking new 
laws to disarm everyone who didn’t do 
anything wrong. There it is — irrational 
behavior on a platter. It’s not about guns. 
It’s about sickness.

Unfortunately, because hoplophobes 
turn their fear outwards, they tend to 
inject themselves into the political arena, 
becoming one of the main forces fighting 
against your civil right to arms. They turn 
a medical condition into a political blud-
geon, leading to a stunning conclusion: 
A significant part of the firearms debate 
is not about guns or politics or history or 
self-defense or resistance to tyranny — it 
is about an untreated medical problem.

Hoplophobes deserve pity, and need 
treatment. Instead they get political 
rhetoric. No wonder it’s been so hard to 
advance this civil-rights cause — we’re 
fighting a disease and don’t realize it. A 
national effort to get hoplophobia into 
the DSM, the official mental-disorder 
catalog, is making little headway.

An Opportunity
One way psychiatrists deal with pho-

bias is through desensitization —grad-
ually introducing the afflicted to what 
they fear. We’ve all experienced this 
a bit when we take a nervous novice 
shooting. They come with a full bottle of 
fears, which dissipate as they learn the 
shooting skills. The worst hoplophobes 
won’t go near a range; but that deep-
seated fear is dispelled by those who do.

When a hoplophobe (or anyone) 
tells you they hate guns, an opportunity 
opens. Put a comforting hand on the 
person’s shoulder, and in a soft reas-
suring voice tell them, “It’s not good 
to hate.” Then stand quietly while they 
stand like deer caught in headlights.

It’s important you personally con-
front hoplophobia wherever you 
encounter it. When someone makes 
irrational claims about guns, or shows 
even subtle telltale hints of fear, ask, 
“Are you hoplophobic?” Man oh man 
does that change the flavor of things! 
Suddenly they’re on the defensive, 
insisting they’re not afraid of guns. 
Denial is a symptom of the condition. 
Let them know if they suffer under a 
phobia, it doesn’t justify denying your 
rights in a misguided effort to ease 
their malady. Attacking your rights is 
just plain wrong, and 
will not help them.

Alan Korwin runs the GunLaws.com 
website, and is the manager of the 
TrainMeAZ.com campaign.

GUN rIGHts
Continued from page 71
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Now in 9mm!!!
1911A1, Hawk, & Eagle

•	Eagle	5”	9mm	(pictured	above).		Same	great
	 1911	feel	with	less	kick	than	the	45acp
	 Eagle	comes	with:
•	Fully	adjustable	Millett,	white	outline	rear
	 sight	and	dovetail	front	sight
•	Lowered	&	flared	ejection	port
•	Finger	relief	cut	near	trigger
•	Front	and	rear	angled	serrations
•	3	hole	trigger	&	skeleton	hammer
•	Extended	slide	stop	and	thumb	safety
•	Beavertail	grip	safety	with	memory
•	Walnut,	double	diamond	wood	grips

MSRP:	$567	-	$675
Guns	available	through

Zanders,	Big	Rock	Sports,
or	dealer	direct.

Officer	models	also	available	in	9mm.
Visit	our	website	for	other	models	&	shotguns.

®died soon after returning home to Fort 
DA Russell in Wyoming.

Among Hank Adams’ family heir-
looms is a handgun left by his great-
grandfather. It is one of the oddest pis-
tols ever issued by the US Army: the 
Remington Model 1871 .50-caliber 
rolling block single shot. About 5,000 
of these were purchased by the govern-
ment, and those have an inspector’s car-
touche on the left side of the grip, just 
as his does.

General Van Horn
J .J .  Van Horn’s  son,  Rober t 

Osborn Van Horn, was born in 1877 
at Ft. Whipple, Ariz. Territory. When 
the Spanish-American War broke out 
in 1898 He enlisted in the US 17th 
Infantry and by means unknown to the 
family was eventually granted an offi-
cer’s commission. Some of the mys-
tery is perhaps explained by the fact the 
Adams family has documents signed 
by President T.R. Roosevelt showing 
the two men were on friendly terms. 
Other notable officers of which he was 
on friendly terms and served with were 
General John “Blackjack” Pershing and 
General Douglas MacArthur.

By 1918, Robert Van Horn was a full 
Colonel commanding the 9th Infantry 
Regiment in France and heavily engaged 
in combat. During that time he was 
gassed, for which army doctors recom-
mended as treatment that he smoke men-
thol cigarettes. He died in 1941 of cancer 
with the rank of Brigadier General.

Friend Hank has four handguns that 
belonged to Grandfather Van Horn. 
Two are martially marked Colt Model 
1911 .45s. Their serial numbers indicate 
they were made in 1917 and 1918. The 
manner in which Col. Van Horn was 
issued two Model 1911s is interesting. 
When he was gassed and in the hospital 
his belongings, including the first .45 
auto, were sent back to his family in 
the states. It was assumed he would not 
recover enough to return to duty — if at 
all. He did, so was issued the second .45.

In earlier years, while stationed in 
the Philippines, Van Horn’s carry gun 
was a 4" Smith & Wesson Military & 
Police .38 Special. Collector’s call this 
version the Hand Ejector, 2nd Model 
or Model 1902. Its rounded grip frame 
has been fitted with an intricately dec-
orated set of silver grips, into which 
Van Horn also carved his name. A sou-
venir Col. Van Horn brought home 
from France is very intriguing. It’s the 
so-called 8"-barreled Artillery Model 
Luger complete with leather holster, 
shoulder stock, standard 8-round mag-
azine, 32-round drum magazine and 
special loading tool for the latter item. 

FAMILy BUsINess
Continued from page 51

Leather holsters & belts
specializing in versatile,

comfortable field & concealment 
holsters.  We build holsters for

non-standard barrel lengths.
Cowhide, horsehide and exotics.

928-227-0432
www.simplyrugged.com
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303-330-2812
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http://www.gunsmagazine.com
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Manufacturer was DWM and the Luger 
is dated 1917. Hank says the family 
tradition has his Grandfather saying he 
captured that Luger from the German 
Crown Prince himself. But Hank says 
thousands of other Lugers are tagged 
with the same story.

General Adams
On the Adams side of the family, 

grandfather Emory S. “Hank” Adams 
joined the 20th Kansas Volunteer 
Infantry which was being raised for 
the Spanish American War. He served 
in Cuba and then was shipped to the 
Philippines where, as a Sergeant, he 
became acquainted with R.O. Van Horn. 
He was commissioned to officer rank in 
the regular army’s 15th Infantry Regi-
ment and stationed in China. A son, 
James Y. Adams, was born there in 
1912. Returning to the states, Adams 
was part of “Blackjack” Pershing’s 
1916 Punitive Campaign in northern 
Mexico. During World War I, Adams 
served on the staff of George C. Mar-
shall. On Sept. 1, 1939, when General 
Marshall was appointed Chief of Staff 
of the United States Army, it was Major 
General E.S. Adams, as the army’s adju-
tant general, who swore him into office.

The only handgun left by General 
Adams was a special one. When offi-
cers of the US Army achieve general 
rank they are issued with their choice 
of a Colt Model 1903 .32 Auto or Colt 
Model 1908 .380 Auto. General Adams 
chose the latter and it still resides with 
the family, with its special belt and hol-
ster. My friend Hank says as a youth he 
distinctly remembers seeing a Colt SAA 
.45 among the General’s possessions, 
but somewhere along the family’s many 
moves it disappeared.

Both of General Adams’ sons, James 
Y. Adams and Emory S. Adams Jr. 
graduated West Point in 1935 and 1940 
respectively and were commissioned 
2nd Lieutenants of Infantry. The 6' 5" 
James served on army bases all around 
the country in the pre-war years. Young 
Lt. Adams met Lucretia Van Horn, the 
daughter of General Van Horn, and they 
were married in 1938. My friend Hank 
says the family still has the guest list for 
their wedding. It reads like a who’s-who 
of the pre-war US Army.

The Adventure Continues
Emory S. Adams joined the 504th 

Parachute Infantry Regiment and fought 
with it at Sicily, Salerno, Anzio and 
Normandy. After World War II he also 
served in Korea as aide to General Mat-
thew Ridgeway.

When the United States joined World 
War II, James Y. Adams trained with 
British Commandos in Scotland. His 
first mission was accompanying the 
Commandos on a raid to the Guernsey 
Islands to destroy a German radar 
installation. In August 1942, he was an 

Whispers® are developments of SSK Industries,
which operate at sub-sonic and medium ve-
locity modes.  22 through 50 caliber.  Custom 
barrels for Contenders, Encores, bolt guns, 
semi-autos and the cans to keep them quiet 
are available.  Over 400 calibers.  Custom and 
production AR barrels, uppers and complete 
guns.  Convert your guns or ours.

SSK Industries
590 Woodvue Lane

Wintersville, OH 43953
Tel: 740-264-0176

www.sskindustries.com

Whispers®

.302 .338 .375 .416

SSKIndustries2010.indd   1 12/15/09   3:51:03 PM

http://www.arredondoaccessories.com
http://www.topsknives.com
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American observer at the tragic raid on 
Dieppe, where Allied troops, mostly 
Canadians, took terrible casualties.

With his commando training, 
Adams was assigned to be one of the 
first Americans ashore when the United 
States and the British jointly invaded 
French North Africa. There he was rec-
ommended for both a Distinguished 
Service Cross and a court martial. The 
first because he destroyed a coastal gun 
and the second because he pointed out 
to his commanding general the many 
mistakes he was making.

Because fighting the war was impor-
tant, and losing a well-trained and 
aggressive young officer was not in that 
interest, both recommendations were 
silently squashed. Adams was then sent 
to the Pacific Theater of Operations. 
There he participated in the invasion 
of Attu in the Aleutian Islands, MacAr-
thur’s campaign in the Philippines and 
finally, as a full Colonel, he commanded 
a regiment on Okinawa. He was present 
when near the very end of the battle 
the American commander Lt. General 
Simon Bolivar Buckner was killed by 
perhaps the last artillery barrage fired 
by the Japanese in World War II.

Although James Adams did not 
receive that DSC, he was awarded a 
Bronze Star with V-device for valor and 
a Silver Star, which is America’s 3rd 
highest award for bravery in battle.

When I asked Hank about his 
father’s handguns he said his dad man-
aged to lose his personal target-sighted 
Colt .45 Auto in a river about when the 
war started. So he took one of Grand-
father Van Horn’s 1911s and wore it 
through both World War II and until he 
was severely wounded in Korea late in 
1951. Col. Adams had to take a medical 
retirement because of his wounds, and 
died in 1995.

I was honored to be able to examine 
some of the firearms, medals, photo-
graphs and documents belonging to this 
unique family. While doing so I real-
ized they helped make the American 
military history I’m so fond 
of studying. 
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Urban Carry IWB
Designed for Undercover LE officers and armed 

citizens who work in urban environments in 
plain clothes. Low profile, lightweight, breathable, 

this holster offers comfort and easy concealment no 
matter what clothes user is wearing. Strong, durable 

spring steel clips grab onto gun-belt to ensure 
holster stays put when you draw your weapon.
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THE SURVIVAL STAFF
By Pat and Wes Crawford
Handmade for 25 Years

Hiking
Staff

Walking 
Stick

Baton

Blow Gun

Lance

All in one package
Made from Hard Aircraft Aluminum

- Ready for delivery
Knife blade inside

Extras available: Gun Rest
Fish Spear

Camera Mount

$294.95

CRAWFORD KNIVES, LLC
205 N. Center Drive

West Memphis, AR 72301
(870) 732-2452

www.crawfordknives.com

Get in on our e-mail newsletter discounts.
Just e-mail me and say “add me to the list”.

pat@crawfordknives.com

slick knives this talented maker has 
injected into the line over the years. Eli-
shewitz, anther frequent contributor, has 
weighed in most recently with a line of 
sturdy and flashy tactical pens.

Custom artisan Ken Onion is credited 
with bringing the assisted opener craze to 
tactical knives, and his new designs are 
hotter than a pearl-handled six-shooter. 
CRKT’s Onion-designed Ripple was the 
first manufactured knife to incorporate 
an IKBS (Ikoma Korth Bearing System) 
blade pivot. Invented and patented by 
Brazilian custom knifemakers Flavio 
Ikoma and Rick Lala, this system uses 
ball bearings in the pivot, allowing the 
blade to open lightning quick. Onion fol-
lowed the Ripple with a host of other hot 
designs such as the Shenanigan and Eros 
models, and two hunting knives for the 
outdoor segment to boot.

CRKT is not about just folding 
knives either. If you like fixed-blades 
check out the new S.P.E.W. (Small 
Pocket Everyday Wharncliffe) designed 
by up-and-coming knifemaker Alan 
Folts. Outdoors types will get a kick 
out of the Eat’N Tool a multi-purpose 
eating utensil that goes far beyond the 
fork and spoon. Designed by Liong 
Mah, this hi-tech tool also incorporates 
a bottle opener, emergency screwdriver, 
and metric wrench set for small chores, 
plus it hangs at the ready via a caribiner, 
so you’ll never go hungry!

In addition to the flipper and IKBS 
bearing system, CRKT has also incor-
porated other useful patented systems 
into their knives. The LAWKS, Auto-
LAWKS, and L.B.S. (Lockback Safety) 
mechanisms are some of the most inno-
vative safeties you’ll find. Assisted 
opening mechanisms such as the Out-
Burst (assisted opening system) and Fire 
Safe (assisted opening safety) systems 
are both designed with safety in mind. 

Needless to say, CRKT’s success with 
collaborators is here to stay. According 

rIver oF steeL
Continued from page 65

to CRKT VP and Director of Marketing 
Doug Flagg, “This is what we do! 
99.9 percent of our designs come from 
custom knifemakers and other industry 
experts. Legends such as Jim Hammond, 
Ed Halligan, Kit Carson, Pat and Wes 
Crawford, Brian Tighe, Ron Lake, Russ 
Kommer, Ed Van Hoy and Ken Onion 
(just to name a few) have been instru-
mental in contributing to where we are 
today as a company. We wouldn’t be 
where we are without them.”

Keeping It Cool
While collaborations have been a 

key to CRKT’s success, there is another 
factor equally important — price. They 
don’t target the crowd that wants the 
latest greatest steels, nor do they handle 
their knives in exotic materials — all 
features that can easily drive up the 
price of a knife. Lindsey Phelps, Sales 
Manager-International Markets explains, 
“Our customers vary, but the overall 
theme is we cater to the guy who wants a 
very cool knife at a reasonable price. We 
use a large variety of steels depending on 
the application. On hard use knives we 
use AUS 8, 8Cr14MoV, Acuto 440C or 
even some carbon steels like YK 30.” 

Lindsey continues, “Our handle 
materials vary depending on what the 
knife is intended to be used for and 
what price point we are trying to hit. 
For strong handles at a good price we 
predominately use glass filled nylon. 
We use G10 and aluminum for some 
knives and we even use cord wrapped 
ray skin on the incredibly made Hisshou 
and Shinbu models.”

By sticking to a formula that 
works, CRKT has continued to thrive 
throughout the years, and in the pro-
cess have amassed a following of knife 
users and enthusiasts rivaling that of 
many companies who have been around 
decades longer. In other words, you can 
expect the river of steel to keep flowing 
from this energetic bunch in 
years to come! 

For more info: www.americanhandgunner.
com/crkt or (800) 891-3100
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The Satin Stainless and Matte Blue 
Thrashers are slightly different than the 
polished versions. The controls are all 
the same, however the triggers are stan-
dard short-style with no holes drilled 
through them. The entire Satin Stainless 
Thrasher and the Matte Blue Thrasher 
are finished in a non high-polished 
stainless or blue respectively. Serrations 
for operating the slide are found only 
on the back of the slide while the grips, 
although of the same pattern, seemed to 
be of a nice quality of walnut.

Sights are also different, as they are 
basically old-style 1911. The front sight 
is a post set into the slide while the rear is 
a standard black sight set into a dovetail; 
they are large enough to provide an excel-
lent sight picture. Both of these versions 
also have heavier trigger pulls with the 
Satin Stainless measuring 67/8 pounds and 
the Matte Blue coming in at 71/4 pounds. 
For every day use both of these would 
have to be attended-to and brought down 
closer to 5 pounds, at least for me. MSRP 
for the Satin Stainless is $722 while the 
Matte Blue price is set at $586.

Yes Or No?
I found the Iver Johnson .45 

Thrashers easy to shoot although, as 
expected, they do exhibit more felt 
recoil than heavier standard 1911s. All 
of these .45 ACPs functioned perfectly 
with 230-grain hardball, and all gave 
an excellent sight picture. All any of 
these Iver Johnson .45 Thrashers need 
to totally fit the concealed carry bill is a 
trigger job by a master tunesmith and to 
be checked out with your carry 
ammo. I like ’em all.

For more info: www.americanhandgunner.
com/iver-johnson or (321) 636-3377

grips, and I would equip all of these 
Iver Johnson with custom stocks from 
Herrett’s simply because I prefer to per-
sonalize my pistols. However these Iver 
Johnson stocks are exceptionally attrac-
tive, being checkered with large smooth 
diamonds around the grip screws and a 
most attractive owl head lasered into the 
center of the grip. Realizing grips are 
definitely subjective, for my taste I will 
say these are the best 1911 factory grips 
I have ever experienced.” Grips of the 
Polished Stainless Thrasher are of a red-
dish cocobolo-style wood, however they 
have a more purplish tint. 

Sights on the Polished Stainless .45 
Thrasher are excellent. The front sight 
is a flat, black post set in a dovetail 
matched up with a Novak-style rear 
sight with no sharp edges and a sharp 
square sight notch. The rear sight is 
marked “Iver Johnson” on the left side. 
According to my Brownells Trigger Pull 
Gauge, the trigger pull it is right at 51/4 
pounds. I can live with that on a self-
defense pistol. The MSRP of the Pol-
ished Stainless Thrasher is $784.

The bright blue counterpart to the 
Polished Stainless version is the Pol-
ished Blue Thrasher. It has the same 
features as the Polished Stainless with 
bright blue and matte blue finishes 
where the Polish Stainless version has 
polished and matte stainless finishes. 
Controls, sights and grip panels are all 
the same and it even has the same 51/4-
pound trigger pull. The right side of the 
slide is inscribed “Thrasher” and MSRP 
on this excellent little .45 is $675.

tAFFIN tests
Continued from page 32

PISTOLSMITHS
www.tusseycustom.com

e-mail: ttussey45@aol.com
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Quality. Affordability.

The Regent Series 1911 .45 ACP 
is made with a level of QUALITY 
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of ISO 9001 & AQAP 120 NATO 
quality standards, Regent handguns 
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AMerIGUN sIGHts
I n bull’s-eye competition or in hunting, the ideal is a perfect sight picture. In practical shooting the objective is not accuracy 

alone, but a perfect balance of speed and accuracy. Competitors speak of an “acceptable” sight picture. A tight sight picture 
in which the front sight nearly fills the rear sight notch tends to be slow. Sometimes all we need is a bit of the front sight in 

the notch. Narrower front sights are one solution, though if the sight gets too narrow there’s 
a tradeoff in precision. And, a narrow sight may be too small to accept a tritium dot, 
should the shooter want one.

Amerigun makes several styles of sights for a wide range of popular handguns. 
The sight shown here has a triangular-shaped rear sight notch. It’s fast and easy to 
find the front sight in the wide base of the triangle. Although point of impact will be 
a bit low, at close/moderate distances the difference is inconsequential. As distance 
increases and a more precise sight picture is required, it’s easy and natural to lift 

the front sight into the narrower portion of the triangle.
The Amerigun sights show excellent workmanship, and fitted easily and 
precisely on my Glock 19. The rear sight is machined to a snag-free pro-
file, secured in the dovetail cut with a setscrew. Amerigun is an autho-
rized installer of the excellent Trijicon tritium night sights, as installed 

on these sights.
The triangular rear sight notch does make it easier to find the front sight 

fast, with no loss of precision when precision is needed. If you don’t care 
for the concept, Amerigun also offers sights with the standard square 
notch. Regardless of style these appear to be high quality, well-designed 

and well-made sights. For more info: www.americanhandgunner.com/
amerigun-usa or (248) 343-4854

http://www.competitionelectronics.com
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A SP’s original “Sapphire” LED light, the one that liter-
ally “lit-up” the tiny LED market years ago, was one of 
my very first “always in my pocket” lights. Simply put, 

there wasn’t anything that could hold a candle to it, if you’ll 
pardon the expression. Since then, ASP has introduced a wide 
cross-section of innovative lights, from brawny duty lights, to 
compact personal or back-up lights. At the 2012 SHOT Show, 
ASP president and founder, Kevin Parsons, took me into the 
secret cave in their booth and sat me down. “Here, this will 
change things,” he said, smiling broadly. He opened a little 
black box and there sat a Sapphire — but not really.

It seems ASP engineers have sort of “21st-centuried” the 
classic Sapphire. The new version is all about modern LED 
technology, has armorized, glass-sides (can you say iPhone?), 
metal-framed construction, USB charging and is about 10 
times brighter than the original. The lithium battery delivers 
90 minutes of 20-lumen light, enough to keep you out of 
trouble in most situations. I wanted one badly the moment I 
saw it, and I twisted Kevin’s arm enough to get one. It now 
generally lives clipped to my belt loop via the built-in clip-

sAppHIre 
UsB FroM Asp

thingy. In the big, dark outback of Missouri where we live, so 
far it’s helped me find chickens at night, the tractor keys when 
I dropped ’em, see to get that “thing” out of Suzi’s eye after 
mowing, and sometimes doesn’t do anything more important 
than help me get firewood in the dark. Tiny but bright, I’ve 
charged it once using my computer’s USB port, but it didn’t 
really need it. Other models come in more conventional blister 
packaging, with an expandable USB cord. A perfect gift for the 
urban sophisticate, or even your friendly mechanic. Around 
$25 in the real world — without the fancy box. For more info: 
www.americanhandgunner.com/asp or (800) 236-6243
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After a bullet leaves the barrel, everything rides with 

the flight of that one bullet and its performance at the 

target. Whether a Barnes XPB bullet leaves the muzzle 
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I know … we’re a handgun magazine. I got it, so don’t write angry let-
ters. But I know something else, and that something is many (most?) of 
you own an AR of some kind. Okay, the secret’s out of the bag so let’s 

just be adult about it. I was recently testing a sort of mid-price range red-
dot sight, ostensibly for “hard police use, for duty rifles” and “able to take 
punishment” and was “tactical” and all that sort of stuff. Except it broke 
when I tried to turn it on. The knob sort of came off in my fingers and the battery popped out onto the ground. No, really — 
honest. So there I was standing there with my very favorite Daniel Defense flat-top AR with a broken red-dot sight. Granted, 
I was in my back-yard, but after having been a street cop for 20-odd years, I immediately thought to myself, “Self, what if I’d 
really needed that sight right then.” Which I didn’t, at that moment, but you get my drift.

And, I swear, the next day I got a small box from XS Sight Systems, unannounced, and since I wasn’t expecting anything 
from them, I wondered what was up. Upon opening, it was as if they had read my mind. Their new “Threat Interdiction” sight 
set is yet another one of those simple things we all should have thought of. Designed to mount on a flat-top rail, they’re off-set 
to the right side as they come from the package (but you can reverse them for left-side mount too). They are simply a classic 
XS shallow “V” express-type rear sight and a “Big Dot” tritium front. They are basically a set of pistol sights you can mount 
on your AR, and are also able to be zeroed with a simple tools they supply in the kit. 

So, if your “fill-in-the-blank-here” optical sight takes a dump, you cant the rifle a bit, align your “oh-so-familiar” pistol-
type sights — and go back to work. Or, if the object of your attention is suddenly very, very close, you can engage with easy-
to-see open sights, with little to no off-set, as you might have with standard front and rear sights. Did they work? You bet, and 
were stupid-simple to install. Even I could do it. About $150 at full MSRP. For more info: www.americanhandgunner.com/
xs-sight-systems or (888) 744-4880

6925 West Frye Road • Chandler, AZ  85226 • Ph. 480-940-1806
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short of the duties of a real fighting light. For survival, military, 
police, hunting, camping, travel or simply general utility, it’s 
hard to beat. The clip swivels around the head allowing you to 
clip it onto your belt and see the trail or toolbox, or clamp it to a 
head-band or to your battle helmet or MOLLE strap. 

It’s got a 4-step white LED (dim, then three more steps in 
brightness), a blue LED, green LED and an infra-red one (for 
being located by the friendlies or to illuminate things if you 
have a night vision scope of some kind). I couldn’t find lumen 
ratings for the white light, but the “dim” first step is perfect for 
general “where are my feet landing” and map reading stuff. 
From then on, the brighter settings throw out more and more, 
until at the brightest, I could have easily seen if someone was 
standing near my pole barn at night at about 100 feet.

Remember this isn’t a “burn your eyes out” 300-lumen 
combat light — you need to have at least one of those too. But 
for virtually 100 percent of the time it would supply you with 
all the light you’d need for the other 99 percent of the situations 
you get yourself into. It’s water-proof to one meter, you can 
drop it from three meters and the clip can hold up to 25 pounds. 
Pretty much indestructible for most humans I know. At around 
$117 MSRP (or a bit less if you shop around), this might be 
the last “general use” light you ever buy. For more info: www.
americanhandgunner.com/streamlight or (800) 523-7488

I know … I know … how many flashlights do you really 
need? I’ll tell you, and the number might surprise you — 
it’s 184. While you might feel like you have enough with, 

oh, 20 or 30, you’re definitely wrong. When you get to about 
100, you’re getting close, and you can probably feel it, but 
nope, not there yet. But even at the magic 184 number, you’ll 
still find you’ll have a small handful you tend to always reach 
for. It’s weird, but with so much at-hand … you’ll still begin 
to trust just a few. Streamlight is one of the “ones” I often 
reach for when it’s real, real dark out.

The Sidewinder Compact II is a second-gen of the idea, 
simpler than the original, able 

to use either CR123 or AA 
batteries, and with enough 
LED lighting options 
to  handle  anyth ing 

streAMLIGHt sIdeWINder coMpAct II

http://www.wilsoncombat.com
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40018 
crosscUrreNt
Lone	Wolf	Knives

tActIcAL GeAr 
retrActors  Maxpedition’s	Tactical	Gear

tHe 
reAper
Swenson	Knives

SPOTLIGHT

High	quality,	heavy-duty	retractable	gear	
tether	with	stainless	steel	spring,	sub-
dued	hardware	and	durable	lightweight	
Kevlar	cord.	Maxpedition	Tactical	Gear	
Retractors	are	made	in	the	USA,	and	
have	several	attachment	styles	and	
retraction	forces.	Choose	a	carabiner	option	
for	a	secure	connection	and	quick	disconnect,	
or	a	Hook-&-Loop	strap	option	that	secures	to	
D-rings,	straps,	bars,	etc.	Comes	in	two	sizes;	
large	and	medium,	with	the	large	retractors	
having	a	locking	mechanism	to	secure	the	
strap	in	place.	Available	in	black	and	green.	
For	more	info:	(877)	629-5556	or	www.americanhandgunner.com/maxpedition

The	Reaper	is	a	whopping	15.25"	
OAL,	with	a	9.5"	blade.	It	is	flat	ground,	with	

carbon	fiber	handle	scales	and	stainless	steel	fittings	with	
a	bead	blast	finish.	The	8-ounce	leather	coffin-style	sheath	
has	various	gear	attachment	points	as	well	as	a	leg	tie	
down	tab.	The	eyelets	allow	for	a	shock	cord	to	make	the	
retention	sheath	even	more	secure.	For	more	info:	(210)	
722-3227	or	www.americanhandgunner.com/swenson

The	Galco	
Hidden	Agenda	
is	a	handgun	
carrying	case	that	
is	also	a	fully	functional	day	
planner.	The	separation	of	holster	
compartment	and	business	tools	
puts	it	on	the	self-defense	agenda	
in	settings	that	require	complete	
discretion.	It	comes	with	a	Day	
Runner	calendar	and	pad	of	ruled	
paper.	For	more	info:	(800)	874-
2526	or	www.americanhandgunner.
com/galco

For	handloaders	who	want	“hands-
on”	accurate	control	of	their	powder	
charges,	the	Lock-N-Load	Quick	Trickle	
provides	an	excellent	way	to	deliver	
an	initial	large-volume	powder	charge,	
with	the	ability	to	finish	with	small,	
precision	metering	for	perfection.	This	
versatile	powder	trickler	features	hand-
operated	high	and	low	speeds	with	up	
to	a	3-to-1	gear	ratio.	Combined	with	
double-sided,	sealed	ball	bearings	that	

prevent	stray	powder	from	impeding	
operation,	the	Quick	Trickle	

is	the	smoothest	
operating	powder	dis-

pensing	tool	for	your	reloading	bench.	
For	more	info:	(800)	338-3220	or	

www.americanhandgunner.com/
hornady

Streamlight	Inc.	
has	launched	
the	compact	

Night	Com	UV	
Flashlight,	which	
features	six	UV	

LEDs	to	provide	ultraviolet	
light	for	a	variety	of	Detection	

purposes.	The	versatile	new	light	
also	provides	a	white	LED	for	general	

and	distance	use.	For	more	info:	(800)	523-7488	or www.
americanhandgunner.com/streamlight

The	CK-SWAT	side-mounted	
laser	fits	on	all	Smith	&	Wesson	
J-frame	revolvers	and	all	

Taurus	revolvers,	including	the	
Judges	and	Public	Defender.	CK-SWAT	

mounts	underneath	the	grip,	and	allows	
the	user	to	retain	the	factory	grip	and	easily	

holster	the	firearm.	The	CK-SWAT	is	also	compatible	with	
many	aftermarket	grips,	including	Hogue	and	Pachmayr.	Laser	

is	easily	programmable	to	constant	on	or	pulse	mode,	with	a	
battery	life	of	10	hours	in	pulse	mode.	For	more	info:	(928)	649-3201	or	www.
americanhandgunner.com.com/laserlyte

LocK-N-LoAd QUIcK trIcKLe  Hornady

NIGHt 
coM Uv
Streamlight

cK-sWAt  
LaserLyte

New	from	the	Lone	
Wolf	Knives	division	of	

Benchmade	comes	the	40018	
Crosscurrent.	This	stag	handle	multi-
blade	just	screams	tradition.	With	a	
blade	length	of	2.6"	and	an	overall	
open	length	of	6.11",	the	Crosscur-
rent	weighs	a	mere	2.6	ounces.	MSRP	
is	$40.	For	more	info:	(503)	655-
6004	or www.americanhandgunner.
com/lone-wolf-knives

HIddeN AGeNdA
Galco	Gunleather

http://www.americanhandgunner.com/hornady
http://www.americanhandgunner.com/laserlyte
http://www.americanhandgunner.com/lone-wolf-knives
http://www.americanhandgunner.com/galco
http://www.americanhandgunner.com/streamlight
http://www.americanhandgunner.com/swenson
http://www.americanhandgunner.com/maxpedition
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For More INForMAtIoN oN seeING yoUr prodUct FeAtUred IN spotLIGHt coNtAct, steve evAtt  (800) 533-7988.

rHINo cALF  Boker	USA

NIB-X perForMANce 
coAtING  WMD	Guns,	LLC

tHe sUpersLIde
CrossBreed	Holsters

AQUApUre 
trAveLLer
Rocky	Mountain	
Survival	Gear

KeLLy coNceALed cArry vest
Kakadu	Imports

soUtH pAW  Cabot	Guns

CrossBreed	adds	to	their	line	of	OWB	
holsters	with	the	new	SuperSlide.	The	Super-
Slide	3-slot	holster	can	be	worn	in	one	of	
two	positions.	Most	common	is	the	standard	
behind	the	hip	with	a	slight	forward	cant	
set	up.	The	second	option	is	a	slight	reverse	
cant	for	cross	draw	wear.	MSRP	starting	at	
$52.50.	For	more	info:	(888)	732-5011	or	
www.americanhandgunner.com/crossbreed-
holsters

The	South	Paw	is	a	true	left-handed	1911.	
Cabot	Guns	has	produced	a	left-handed	model	
that	is	a	truly	inverted	1911.	The	South	Paw,	
like	all	Cabot	Guns	firearms,	is	designed	to	
exceed	National	Match	accuracy	standards	
right	out	of	the	box.	The	South	Paw	is	distin-
guished	both	aesthetically	and	mechanically	
from	other	1911	pistols.	A	new	gray-tone	
color	was	developed	for	the	pistol	and	several	
custom	grip	options	are	available.	The	South	Paw	features	a	new	front	sight	
they	call	the	Rozic	blind	sight.	Available	with	white	dot,	tritium	or	gold	dot.	A	
limited	number	100	South	Paw	pistols	will	be	produced	for	2012.	Price	$5,250.	
For	more	info:	(855)	843-1911	or	www.americanhandgunner.com/cabot-guns

Rocky	Mountain	
Survival	Gear	
introduces	the	
Aquapure	
Traveller	
by	Pure	
Hydra-
tion.	The	
Traveller	is	a	convenient	hand-held	
personal	water	purifier	that	weighs	
a	little	over	5	ounces,	making	it	
easy	to	fit	in	a	pack	or	pouch.	For	
more	info:	(303)	834-9165	or	
www.americanhandgunner.com/
rocky-mountain

The	new,	
extremely	
compact	
and	handy	
Rhino	Calf	builds	on	the	success	of	the	Boker	Plus	Rhino,	
with	an	extremely	versatile	blade	shape.	The	deep	fore-
finger	and	thumb	ribbing	on	the	back	of	the	blade	allows	
for	a	secure	grip	and	sure	control.	Comes	with	Kydex	
sheath	and	ball	chain.	For	more	info:	(303)	462-0662	or	
www.americanhandgunner.com/boker-usa

Introducing	true	concealment.	At	
Kakadu,	their	concealed	carry	
designer	begins	his	work	on	
the	foundation	that	concealed	
carry	means,	concealed.	
Sticking	with	that	standard,	
you	wouldn’t	pick	this	
vest	out	of	a	crowd	to	be	
a	concealed	carry	piece	of	
apparel.	Both	left	and	right	front	con-
cealed	carry	panels	feature	reinforced	elasticized	holsters,	
which	fully	support	most	handguns.	Two	clips	per	side	in	
concealed	internal	pockets.	Weight	is	12	ounces.	Washed	
gravel	canvas	with	leather	trim.	For	more	info:	(800)	331-
8851	or	www.americanhandgunner.com/kakadu

WMD	Guns,	LLC	offers	the	firearms	industry	full-spectrum	
performance	through	their	suite	of	coatings	and	surface	
engineering	solutions.	WMD	Guns	is	the	source	for	NiB-X	
Nickel	Boron	coating,	which	is	being	adopted	by	firearm	
OEMs	and	agencies	for	its	wear	resistance,	environmental	
protection	and	reduced	maintenance	requirements.	NiB-X	
is	applied	to	all	steels,	stainless	steels	and	aluminum	in	
a	high-volume,	aerospace-qualified	facility.	Additionally,	
WMD	Guns	offers	salt	bath	nitrocarburizing	QPQ,	electro-
less	nickel	and	zinc	nickel	technologies,	all	of	which	provide	
their	own	unique	performance	benefits.	For	more	info:	
(231)	421-4867	or	www.americanhandgunner.com/wmd

Crosman	Corp.	has	announced	a	
licensing	agreement	with	the	US	
Marine	Corps	to	design,	manufacture	
and	market	Marines	Airsoft	branded	
products.	The	2012	Marine	Line	is	
designed	to	cultivate	goodwill	and	
promote	a	positive	image.	Check	out	
the	great	assortment	of	Marines	Air-
soft	products	including	pitols,	rifles,	
kits,	ammunition	and	accessories.	For	
more	info:	(800)	724-7486	or	www.
americanhandgunner.com/crosman

MArINes AIrsoFt 
prodUct LINe  Crosman	Corp.

http://www.americanhandgunner.com/crossbreed-holsters
http://www.americanhandgunner.com/wmd
http://www.americanhandgunner.com/cabot-guns
http://www.americanhandgunner.com/boker-usa
http://www.americanhandgunner.com/crosman
http://www.americanhandgunner.com/rocky-mountain
http://www.americanhandgunner.com/kakadu


.357 eQUALIzer LoAd  DoubleTap	Ammunition

oWB MAG cArrIers
CrossBreed	Holsters

ceNterFIre 
serIes  LaserMax

redI-Bore  Gun	Tool	Systems

SPOTLIGHT

pUMA poUNce 3310
Puma	Knife	Company	USA

Two	hits	on	target	with	every	shot!	That’s	what	you	get	with	
the	new	Equalizer	load	in	.357	Magnum	from	DoubleTap.	It	
blends	a	125-grain	JHP	over	a	70-grain	solid	bullet	giving	
the	shooter	the	ability	to	get	good	penetration	from	one	
hit	along	with	good	reliable	expansion	with	the	second.	For	
more	info:	(866)	357-1066	or	www.americanhandgunner.
com/doubletap-ammunition

Puma	announces	the	4.6-ounce	Puma	Pounce	3310	spring-assisted	knife.	The	
Pounce	is	made	with	German	440A	steel	and	the	2.8mm-thick	blade	bears	the	
distinctive	“diamond	needle”	proof	mark	of	a	Rockwell	Hardness	tester.	MSRP	
is	just	$59.95.	For	more	info:	(913)	888-5524	or	www.americanhandgunner.
com/puma-knife-company-usa

CrossBreed	Holsters	debuts	the	OWB	
Mag	Carriers.	The	new	OWB	Carriers	
have	been	completely	redesigned	
for	better	concealment	and	most	
importantly,	easier	access	to	the	
mags.	Available	for	the	carry	of	one	
or	two	spare	mags,	the	MSRP	starts	
at	$36.25.	For	more	info:	(888)	732-
5011	or www.americanhandgunner.
com/crossbreed-holsters

Redi-Bore	protects	the	rifling,	crown	and	precision	surfaces	of	semi-automatic	
handgun	barrels.	It	prevents	damage	by	eliminating	the	possibility	of	a	
cleaning	rod	touching	the	weapon.	The	design	controls	and	collects	contami-
nated	fluids	and	debris,	protecting	skin,	clothing	and	environment.	For	more	
info:	(619)	445-8350	or	www.americanhandgunner.com/gun-tool-sys

The	CenterFire	laser	series	is	
debuting	its	first	models	
designed	for	the	Ruger	LCP	and	
LC9.	The	5mW	laser	mounts	to	
the	frame	without	changing	out	parts	or	altering	the	gun’s	exterior.	Laser	
features	ambidextrous	activation	for	right-	or	left-handed	shooters,	and	uses	one	
1/3	N	Lithium	battery	that	provides	over	4	hours	of	runtime.	User	adjustable	for	
windage	and	elevation.	Weight	is	1/2	ounce.	The	CenterFire	Series	will	include	
additional	frame-mount	lasers	for	sub-compact	pistols	without	rails.	For	more	
info:	(800)	527-3703	or	www.americanhandgunner.com/lasermax

ted NUGeNt 
HUNtING 
AMMUNItIoN
Pierce	Munitions,	LLC

Pierce	Munitions	has	entered	an	exclusive	agreement	to	
manufacture	high-performance	hunting	ammunition	for	the	
legendary	Ted	Nugent.	Under	the	Nugent	Brand,	Pierce	will	
manufacture	the	most	popular	calibers	of	hunting	ammuni-
tion.	They	plan	to	produce	handgun	hunting	ammunition	
in	.357	Magnum,	10mm,	.44	Magnum	and	.45	Long	Colt	
as	well	as	various	hunting	rifle	ammunition	from	the	.223,	
.308,	.30-30,	.243,	.30-06,	.270,	.300	Win	Mag	and	the	
50-caliber	BMG.	Each	caliber	will	be	available	with	various	
projectile	options.	Pierce	Munitions,	(716)	822-0617	or	
www.americanhandgunner.com/pierce-munitions

epLI  Bright-Strike

Brite-Strike	announces	their	slim	and	sleek	EPLI	(Executive	
Precision	Lighting	Instrument)	light	for	everyday	use.	This	
waterproof	tactical	light	is	made	from	high-grade	aircraft	
aluminum	with	a	graphite-anodized	finish.	It	uses	the	latest	
Cree	high-power	LED	light	with	a	high	efficiency	DC/DC	boost	
electronic	circuit	for	regulated	light	output	and	maximum	
power	delivery.	The	EPLI	comes	with	high,	low	and	strobe	
modes.	The	highest	setting	can	produce	up	to	160	lumens	
of	brilliant,	flawless	white	light.	For	more	info:	(508)	
746-8701	or	www.americanhandgunner.
com/brite-strike
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mally when I have a test gun from a 
factory I do not hesitate to use my han-
dloads. For the .44 Special especially, 
I like to use the Keith hard cast bullet 
tailored to fit the cylinder throats with 
three power levels: 6.0 grains of Unique 
or Universal for around 750 fps, 7.5 
grains of the same powder for around 
950-1,000 fps and 16.0 grains of #2400 
for right at 1,150-1,200 fps.

However, one of my cardinal rules, 
which I rarely ever break, is never to 
use someone else’s handloads in my 
personal guns, or use my handloads in 
someone else’s personal sixgun. The 
rule was followed judiciously in this 
case and only factory loaded Black 
Hills .44 Special 210-grain LFP rounds 
were used for testing the Royal New 
Frontier. Shooting indoors, where the 
light is not the best for my old eyes, still 
saw groups for five shots at 20 yards of 
13/8", with a muzzle velocity of 675 fps. 
Elegant, lovely and very 
definitely a Royal Colt. 

For more info: www.americanhandgunner.
com/peacemaker-specialists or (805) 238-
9100; Click on the“Web Blast” link at 
www.americanhandgunner.com to see a 
bunch of .45 Colt handloads John tested 
using New Frontiers.

This Royal Colt was also cosmeti-
cally and ergonomically enhanced by 
reaching back to refinements found on 
1st Generation Colts. Things like re-
fluting the cylinder with wider, deeper 
flutes, beveling the front edges of the 
cylinder and ejector tube do a single 
action de-horning to help eliminate 
excessive holster wear, and actually 
give the New Frontier a pre-War look.  
These and other features are included 
in the Peacemaker Specialist Cowboy 
Shooters 1880s package.

Detail Work
So far everything is beautiful, how-

ever there are a couple of steps left. Any 
sixgun this magnificent deserves two 
other changes not found on the original. 
These are case coloring the hammer and 
adding stocks worthy of such a Royal 
sixgun. In this case the plain vanilla 
Walnut grips were replaced with abso-
lutely exquisite one-piece ivories per-
fectly fitted to the grip frame and check-
ered in one of my favorite patterns, the 
fleur-de-lis harkening back to the days 
of the French kings.

The only thing left to perform is the 
re-finishing. Colts from the early 1900s 

were finished in what is known as a Rust 
Blue. Eddie has recaptured that finish, 
and also color case-hardened the frame to 
match the finish found on pre-war Colts. 

The final touch was the installation 
of custom Peacemaker Specialist Fire 
Blue screws. While he was at Perfecting 
Perfection, Eddie replaced the cylinder 
bushing to eliminate all end-shake. 
Eddie says any, or all of these enhance-
ments, can be performed on any Colt 
Single Action produced from 1873 right 
up to today, including the newly re-
introduced New Frontier.

Refined Groups 
The final act for me was to actually 

shoot this Royal New Frontier. Nor-

sIXGUNNer
Continued from page 44

cLIcK oN tHe “WeB BLAst” LINK
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eddie specializes in
peacemakers to the

extent he will not work
on any other revolvers
— no rugers, no Great

Westerns, no UsFAs 
and no replicas. 

The New Fiocchi of America Cowboy Ammo is here. Distinctively 

packaged in aged boxes, the SASS approved Cowboy Loads are now 

available in 32 S&W Long, 38 S&W Short, 38 Special, 357 Magnum,  

44 Special, 44-40 & 45 Colt. More calibers to come in 2012.

Cowboy Loads

For the Fiocchi dealer near you,  
Call 417.449.1043 / visit www.fiocchiusa.com

Since 1876

http://www.americanhandgunner.com
http://www.fiocchiusa.com
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Classified	ads	$2.00	per-word	per	insertion.	($1.50	per-word	per	insertion	for	3	or	more)	including	name,	address	and	phone	num-
ber	(20	word	minimum).	Minimum	charge	$40.00.	Bold	words	add	$1.00	per	word.	Copy	and	rerun	orders	must	be	accompanied	
by	PAYMENT	IN	ADVANCE.	NO	AGENCY	OR	CASH	DISCOUNTS	ON	LISTING	OR	DISPLAY	CLASSIFIED	ADVERTISING.	All	ads	must	be	
received	with	advance	payment	BY	NO	LATER	THAN	THE	1st	of	each	month.	Ads	received	after	closing	will	appear	in	the	following	
issue.	Please	type	or	print	clearly.	PLEASE	NOTE***	NO	PROOFS	WILL	BE	FURNISHED.	Include	name,	address,	post	office,	city,	state	
and	zip	code	as	counted	words.	Abbreviations	count	as	one	word	each.	Mail	to	AMERICAN	HANDGUNNER	CLASSIFIEDS,	12345	World	
Trade	Drive,	San	Diego,	California	92128.	NOTE:	WE	NOW	HAVE	DISPLAY	CLASSIFIED	ADS	IN	BOTH	GUNS	MAGAZINE	AND	AMERICAN	
HANDGUNNER.	ASK	FOR	OUR	NEW	RATE	CARD,	Or	call	(858)	605-0235.

CLASSIFIED

ACCESSORIES

AMMUNITION
Quinetics Corporation!	Reloading	supplies.	Made 
in USA.	www.quineticscorp.com

APPAREL
www.ABETTERBELTUSA.com	
Top	Quality	~	Better	Prices	
Dress	Belts,	Casual	Belts	

Concealed	Carry,	Competition	
Handcrafted	in	Texas	

281-703-7533	/	281-414-1110

BOOKS

FOR SALE
Maxarmory.com	movie	revolvers,	autos,	machine	
guns,	stunguns,	blank	ammo,	ID’s,	bodyarmor,	
CWP	badges,	spy	cameras.	Catalog	$3	PO	970057	
Coconut	Creek,	FL	33097	1-877-332-2343

GUN PARTS

GUNS FOR SALE
HIGHER CAPACITY MAGAZINES - MADE IN THE 
USA.	5.56	AR-15	variants	55-75	rnd	capacity.	7.62	
DPMS	/	Stoner	/	M1A	32	rnd	capacity.	38	Super	
Caspian	28	&	29	rnd	capacity.	Box	fed	magazine	
conversions	5-10-20	rnd.	www.highercapacity.us	
(509)979-9575

GUNSMITHING

INSTRUCTION

MISC.
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TrianglePatch.com

NEW

336-608-9355

In the gun bore they

do not get stuck
make more contact
reduce rod flexing

Patent Pending
worldwide

ACCESSORIES

Tales of Growing Up in a Society
that Respected Personal
Ownership of Firearms.

www.mattpaust.com
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ADD IT UP
69%

Tout	the	importance	of	product
recommendation	by	friend	or	colleague.

2%
Importance	of	endorsement	from	

TV	show	host/personality.

1% 
Importance	of	endorsement	from	

non-industry	celebrity.

40%
Say	magazine	articles	are	their	most	

important	resource	for	info	for	gun	buying.

49%
Rely	on	manufacturer’s	websites.

5%
Tout	the	importance	of	television	

advertisement.

17.1%
Top	handgun	purchased	brand:	Ruger.	

19.7%
Top	knife	brand	purchased:	Buck.

Source: Southwick Associates

theinsider Continued from page 106

velocity increases as the barrel lengths 
grew. But the key is to see how virtually 
any of them would work just fine at the 
starting, more modest velocities.

Versatility
Oddly enough, one of my favorites to 

shoot was the Black Hills 250-gr. lead 
SWC “Keith” load for the .44 Special. 
At a comfortable 656 fps from the 2¾", 
it managed 697 from the 4" and 724 
from the 6.5". The rifle coaxed 926 out 
of it, and suddenly turned it into a “real” 
load for hunting just about any kind of 
deer (close) and great for hogs too. It 
would be pretty good for daily carry if 
you have a .44 Special you tote around 
the ranch. Its mild report and low recoil 
is pleasant, and a 250 at 700 fps or so 
should solve most of your problems. 

Interestingly, the Cor-Bon 200-gr. 
DPX (copper) .44 Special load only 
showed 635 fps from the 2¾", but 935 
in the 4", 1,105 in the 6.5" and a remark-
able 1,461 in the rifle! So, we have two 
.44 Specials, both starting out close to 
the same, suddenly parting ways as the 
barrel lengths got longer. Obviously, the 
Cor-Bon load carries more authority, but 
also carries more recoil and muzzleblast. 
I try to avoid shooting any gun without 
using hearing protection. But, should 
you be out and about on your land with 
a .44 Special sixgun and suddenly need 
to shoot (feral dog, hog or who-knows-
what?), the milder loads are certainly 
easier on your ears.

Something else to think about 
regarding velocity increases in rifle-
length barrels when shooting pistol bul-
lets — bullet failure. The vast majority of 
bullets in pistol calibers are built to per-
form at pistol velocities. Crank ’em up 
to 1,500 fps or more and you might very 

G
ary Reeder has honored Handgun-
ner’s own John Taffin with a limited 
edition Ruger, based on a Blackhawk, 

Super Blackhawk or Bisley. With only 
100 guns to be made, each will come in a 
glass-fronted display case and cost $1,495 on the customer’s base gun. Calibers will 
be .44 Special or .45 Colt. Help Gary honor our dear friend, John Taffin, and score a 
very cool sixgun to boot! www.reedercustomguns.com/revolvers/Taffin.htm

Reeder Taffin 
Classic Sixgun

Against Microstamping

well get bullets breaking-up at impact, 
and under-penetrating. Which is why, I 
think, if you’re doing to be doing much 
.44 Magnum shooting in rifles, you either 
look for hardcast bullets or bullets con-
structed specifically for use in rifles. 

It’s all amazingly versatile if you 
think about it. With three or four loads, 
say, the Black Hills Keith .44 Special 
load, The Buffalo Bore .44 Special or .44 
Mag. “Anti-Personnel” load, and maybe 
the Cor-Bon or Speer .44 Mag. load (I 
understand the Speer Gold Dot load per-
forms well at rifle velocities), your .44 
Magnum handgun/rifle combo can sud-
denly become a “do-all” pair for you. 
Add a CCI .44 Special shot load, and 
that’s a pretty darn well-rounded line-
up if you ask me. With a bit of experi-
menting, I’ll bet similar combos could be 
found for the .38 Special, .357, .45 Colt, 
.45 ACP, .40 S&W, .41 Magnum, .500 
S&W, etc. Indeed, you can also do the 
same thing with the .45-70. Fun, ain’t it?

have been unable to substantiate its 
efficacy. In fact, studies have shown that 
the technology is flawed and requires 
additional testing, analysis and evalua-
tion. Furthermore, Kimber is unaware 
of any study or findings that show 
microstamping technology to be an 
effective means of reducing criminal 
misuse of firearms.” 

Kimber goes on to warn the politi-
cians if microstamping becomes law, 
it would increase manufacturing costs 
and force Kimber to reconsider its 
current expansion, which would add 
approximately 150 professional and 
skilled jobs in 2012. 

American Handgunner supports 
Kimber on this matter, and agrees the 
concept of microstamping is flawed at 
virtually every level. Well done, Kimber!

M icrostamping is a patented 
technology which supposedly 
would allow a manufacturer to 

laser-engrave a firearm’s make, model 
and serial number onto the firing pin 
or breechface. The markings would 
theoretically be transferred to a shell 
casing when the gun was fired. Simply 
ridiculous at every level. What about 
when the gun is dirty, for instance?

According to a press release, Kimber 
has contacted the governor’s office, 
mayor of Yonkers, N.Y. and elected 
representatives regarding proposed 
microstamping legislation under 
consideration by the New York State 
General Assembly. Kimber has made it 
clear they are opposed to this ridiculous 
concept, stating in part: “Independent 
studies of microstamping technology 
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Most of you might recognize Yvonne’s name as being 
the lady who takes the photos in Duke’s articles. 
Thank goodness she does, since Duke can break a 

disposable camera. What most of you probably don’t know 
is, for the past 20 years, Yvonne has been an indefatigable 
volunteer at the Stafford Animal Shelter in Livingston, 
Montana, near their home.

According to the shelter’s website: “Yvonne Venturino 
has donated thousands of hours and considerable skills 
to help the abandoned, abused and lost pets of our region 
since 1992 — and her involvement continues to expand. 
Venturino is a true renaissance woman who’s tapped into 
her leadership ability, bank account, creative talent, humor, 
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traditional Archery
We’re being a bit bookish in this 

Insider, but for a good reason. I know 
Handgunner readers are thinkers, so 
I enjoy helping to keep your brains 
thinking outside the box. Most hand-
gunners I know also have a wide-range 
of interests, from knives, old tools, 
crafting, old cars or you name it. One 
topic that seems to come up regularly 
is archery, and in particular, traditional 
archery. I shoot a flat-bow, and am 
looking for a good long-bow, and I’m 
amazed at the number of times when 
I mention it, some other shooter says, 
“Oh, I like long bows too.” 

So, lucky for us, our own Sam 
Fadala is an archery guru of long-
standing. His book, Traditional 
Archery (about bows that aren’t fancy, 
geared-and-levered compound bows) 
is a revised and updated second edi-
tion of his classic original work. You 
truly could get Sam’s book, knowing 
nothing about traditional archery, and 
by the end of your read be informed 
well enough to make a first purchase 
and get to work. If you’ve never tried 
it — think “shooting black-powder 
single-action Colts” — you’ll get the 
spirit of it all. www.stackpolebooks.com   

Art Knives
Author David Darom is an old 

friend and, frankly, does the best knife 
books I’ve ever seen in my life. His 
photography skills and layout talents 
are without peer. Each one in the past 
(Art Knives, Custom Folding Knives, 

I f you love military, classic or 
vintage guns, get off ’yer keister 
and get our new special edition. It’s 

available as you read this, but don’t 
mess around too long as it will sell out 
fast! Created by Special Editions editor 
Sammy Reese and FMG’s seasoned 
staff of ace writers — all put neatly 
together in an award-winning package 
by art director Jennifer Lewis — this 
is an instant collectible and something 
any shooter should have in their library. 
We’ve also included a comprehensive 
resource guide to all-things surplus, 
classic and vintage, like stocks, parts, 
suppliers, leather, you name it.

Look for author-names like Mike 
Venturino, John Taffin, Holt Bodinson 
and all the big guns. Heck, I helped 
create it and I could hardly wait to get 
an issue into my own hands! At 180 
pages, this one will keep you busy for a 
long, long time! 

Get ‘em at your neighborhood 
book and magazine store (Walmart 
has ’em too) or easier yet at www.
americanhandgunner.com and click 
on the “Store” link at the top. Find 
the “Special Editions” links and get to 
work — and be sure to check our brand 
new Surplus issue!

yvonne Venturino, Woman of the year!

Photo: Erik Petersen

knack for design, empathy, 
nursing skills, and — perhaps 
most astonishingly — con-
tinues to help do the dirtiest, 
poopiest cleaning imaginable.”

Yvonne also uses her photo 
skills to document the ani-
mals coming through the shelter to help them find homes. 
Check out her pictures at www.staffordanimalshelter.org. For 
all that, and more, the Bozeman Daily Chronicle Balance 
Magazine named Yvonne their Woman of the Year! A giant 
Handgunner “Hat’s-Off” to Miss Yvonne. Hey 
Yvonne, is that dog hair on your shirt …? *

FMG Surplus 
Special Edition

The Great Collections, Custom Knife 
Making, Custom Fixed Blades and 
more) have raised the bar further than 
the prior books. David’s latest, The 
Art Knives of Van Barnett & Dellana 
is another stunner. This husband/wife 
team creates some of the most amazing 
steel, precious metal and gem-stone 
knives you could ever imagine. Even 
if you don’t know much about knives, 
David’s books thrill and entice. If 
you like custom pistols and revolvers, 
you’ll love his books. His latest is 
available from www.shopblade.com or 
(800) 258-0929.

Ayoob Book
Our own Massad Ayoob just put out 

a book called Combat Shooting, pub-
lished by Gun Digest Books. Mas has 
been with Handgunner for a bit over 
30 years and this is a sort of round-up 
of what for Mas has learned during 
a lifetime learning curve. Through 
his teaching, seeking all manner of 
training, interviewing hundreds of 
gunfight survivors (for his Ayoob Files 
column in Handgunner) and a long-
list of other pursuits, Mas has become 
an authority of encyclopedic status 
on all-things related to defensive 
shooting. This is a good first-book for 
anyone interested in self-defense, and 
just as good for an advanced shooter 
looking to be reminded of a few 
things. I thought it was great fun to 
see some of the “old guys” in the early 
days, when we were sorting much of 
this out! www.gundigeststore.com

GIve 
‘eM A 
reAd!
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roy grabbed an assortment of ammo he had 
on-hand, trying to go from one extreme to the other in loads.

A
couple of issues ago, 
I wrote about velocity 
and why we shouldn’t worry 
about it too much, as long as 
there’s enough (“How Fast Is 

Fast?” March/April 2012). I hap-
pened to use the .357 Mag as an 
example because I had revolvers 
and a rifle in a wide range of barrel 
lengths to test loads. While the focus 
of the article rang true for many, 
what surprised me was the interest 
it generated simply reporting how 
barrel lengths affected the velocity 
of different loads. Many of you 
asked for more, only this time to 
choose another caliber.

Nosing around I realized I had 
a S&W .44 Magnum Model 29, or 
variant, in 2¾", 4" and 6.5", and 
a nice Browning Model 92 lever 
action .44 Magnum with a 20" barrel 
(a beautifully made Winchester 92 
clone done decades ago by Miroku 
of Japan, for Browning). After col-
lecting a small cross-section of .44 
Magnum and, just for grins, .44 Spe-
cial ammo, I set up the chrono and 
went to work.

While this is not scientific at 
any level, it’s still revealing. Once 
again I’m reminded how all the 
Internet forum rants and gun-
store arguments could simply 
be put to rest by just doing 
some simple testing. My 
total investment was about 
45 minutes, some ammo 
and a notepad. I confess I 
chickened-out on the 300- 
and 320-gr. loads, though. 
After firing one through that 
Scandium 2¾" S&W Night 
Guard (even with gloves), 
I just didn’t have the heart 
to do it again. I don’t think 
that’s a terrible loss, since 
most of us simply won’t be 

using dinosaur-killing loads like that 
on whitetail deer, or on your next hog 
hunt in Texas. You just don’t need ’em 
for that.

What’d We Learn?
Quite a bit actually, and I was sur-

prised on more than one occasion. One 
of the first things I learned was I now 
need to actually target some of these 
loads through that handy Model 92 
Browning. One other thing I learned — 
once again — is why so many people 
love the .44 Special. It’s mild, control-
lable, accurate (from prior experience) 
and can be very effective. For instance, 
the 200-gr. Buffalo Bore “Anti-Per-
sonnel” .44 Special load (a flat wad-
cutter, hardcast lead bullet) delivered 
894 fps from the 2¾", 971 from the 4", 
1,061 from the 6.5" and an astounding 
1,265 from the 20" barrel of the Model 
92. That lead me to thinking I need 
to target that load to see how it does. 
I mean, heck, a full .44 wadcutter at 
1,265 doesn’t need to expand, and in 

my past experience, .38 Special wad-
cutters shoot very well in .357 rifles, 
amazingly accurate even. There might 
be some leading with the Buffalo Bore 
load, but so what? I’ll report what I find 
out later. 

Having said that, virtually any of the 
loads I tested, from the .44 Magnum or 
.44 Special side of the fence, would have 
managed just about any chore I’d ever 
need addressed — from virtually any of 
the barrel lengths tested. From a low of 
635 fps from the Cor-Bon 200-gr. DPX 
.44 Special load in the 2¾", to a high of 
1,877 fps from the Speer 240-gr. Gold 
Dot .44 Magnum in the rifle, any of the 
loads could defend you, and all of the 
.44 Magnum loads could easily take any 
game I know of in North America — 
even from the 2¾" S&W! Don’t believe 
me? Look at the chart. How about the 
DoubleTap 200-gr. Barnes .44 Mag. at 
1,304 fps from the 2¾"! It was ugly to 
shoot, but it could save your butt. 

On down the chart we’ve got the 
Buffalo Bore 200-gr. wadcutter .44 Mag 
at 1,086 from the 2¾" — possibly one 

of the most effective per-
sonal protection loads for 

a short-barrel big bore, 
if you ask me. It was 
controllable, modest 
muzzleblast and, well, 
looked like it would 
work. I liked the .44 
Special version too 
— maybe better — 
and that load at 894 

just might be the one 
most useful for urban 
carry. All of the loads 
showed often-dramatic 

.44 MAgnuM 
load 2¾" 4" 6.5" 20"
cor-Bon 240 Barnes JHP 1,250 1,316 1,449 1,804
Buf.Bore 200 lead Wc 1,086 1,250 1,352 1,687
speer 240 Gold Dot 1,150 1,314 1,444 1,877
DoubleTap 200 Barnes JHP 1,304 1,396 1,529 1,843

.44 SpeCIAl
cor-Bon 200 DPX 635 935 1,105 1,461
BH “Keith” 250 lsWc 656 697 724 926
Buf.Bore 200 lead Wc 894 971 1,061 1,265
DoubleTap 240 lsWc 719 753 782 985
LSWC: Lead Semi-Wadcutter/WC: Wadcutter/JHP: Jacketed Hallowpoint/DPX: Copper Hallowpoint

left to right: test guns were s&w .44 magnums with 4" (bowen 
Custom), 2¾" (mag-na-port) and 6.5" (stock 

model 29 Classic) barrels. 

THose
 FABulous .44s
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Super Carry .45 ACP pistols raise the bar for 1911 features and performance. Made in the 
Kimber® Custom Shop,™ they have a round heel frame for unequaled concealability and 
comfortable carry, plus unidirectional serrations for fast and positive operation. A Carry Melt™ 
treatment rounds and blends edges. An ambidextrous thumb safety and match grade barrel 
are standard. A Kimber fi rst, the new Super Carry Ultra+™ combines a 3-inch barrel with a 
full-length grip. Super Carry pistols deliver performance to the extreme. 

©2011 Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Kimber names, logos and other trademarks may not be 

used without permission. Names of  other companies, products and services may be the property of  

their respective owners. Kimber firearms are shipped with an instruction manual and California-approved 

cable lock. Copy of  instruction manual available by request.

Kimber, One Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY 10705 (800) 880-2418

The new Super Carry Ultra+™ (left) and Super 
Carry Custom HD™ establish a new standard 
of personal defense.  Seven Super Carry 
models are offered, all chambered in .45 ACP.

Super Carry pistols have specialized 
features like night sights with 
cocking shoulder, round heel frame 
and unidirectional serrations.

T H E  C H O I C E  O F  A M E R I C A ’ S  B E S T

kimberamerica.com

The Kimber Super Carry.
 Well-rounded Performance.

The Super Carry Pro™ .45 ACP is 
one of four models with a light weight 
aluminum frame for easy carry.

The Super Carry Pro HD™ .45 ACP 
is one of three new models with a 
stainless steel frame for hard use.
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