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John taffin
I grew up reading my Dad’s GUNS 

Magazines and later we also subscribed 
to American Handgunner when it first 
came out. I still read and enjoy both of 
these magazines, although it’s hard to 
believe it’s the 35th anniversary of the 
Handgunner! I enjoy reading the work 
in both magazines by John Taffin. I 
read GUNS “backwards” and start 
with “Campfire Tales.”

I wish John the best! Glad to read 
all is going better for him! Take Care 
John!

Mike Gawrysiak
Geneseo, Illinois

Get out of the Way
I read with great interest John 

Taffin’s “Campfire Tails” in November’s 
issue concerning Col. Flagg and 
I thank him for his tribute to this 
outstanding gentleman. However, as a 
Viet Nam veteran, his last paragraph 
really caught my attention because 
he focused attention on the fact that, 
like the Korean, Iraq and Afghanistan 
vets, we were not allowed to win. If  
our government is going to put our 
personnel in harms way, they should 
get out of the way and let them win and 
come home with minimal casualties.

Thank you bringing attention to this 
issue. Let’s pray we have no more wars, 
but if we do, lets win and come home.

Brian McNally
Sherman, Maine

safety
Just finished reading Mas’ 

“Reflections On Safety” and hopefully, 
my experience may save someone 
else from an accidental or negligent 
discharge.

While at the range, the slide on my 
1911 started sticking to the rear for 
a split second before chambering a 
round. Well, I’d put several thousand 
rounds through this pistol so I figured 
it was time to change the recoil spring. 
With that done, the same thing is still 
happening—the slide is sticking to the 

rear for just a split second before moving 
forward. So I figured I’d try to see what 
is making the slide stick. With my 
finger off the trigger, along the frame, I 
move the slide to the rear (luckily by the 
rear cocking serrations), full magazine, 
and release the slide. BOOM! My 1911 
discharged! Real quick, magazine out, 
clear the chamber, boxed up & sent 
back to the manufacturer!

Luckily, I was at the range and the 
pistol was pointed downrange. However, 
many a time I have chambered a round 
in my basement or bedroom—Scary! 
My next firearms related purchase is 
a “Safe Direction” pad to load and 
unload my firearms when not at the 
range! Lesson re-learned: “Never cover 
anything with the muzzle you are not 
willing to destroy.”  

Kevin Hoag
New Jersey

If you can’t find one locally, contact 
Safe Direction, LLC, 900 S. Kay Ave., 
P.O. Box 1249, Addison, IL 60101, 
(630) 628-3178, www.gunsmagazine.
com/safedirection.html.—Editor

Jack o’Connor
I enjoyed the story about Jack 

O’Connor’s rifles in the December 
issue. I’ve been a Jack O’Connor fan 
since the middle ’50s. Most of my 
beliefs about rifles, and rifle shooting 
were strongly influenced by O’Connor, 
and P.O. Ackley. Both took a common 
sense approach to the subject. Turpin 
mentions O’Connor also loved the 
7x57 cartridge. As described in many 
stories, Jack’s wife, Eleanor, used a 
7x57 rifle on a Mauser action for much 
of her hunting. In one article about an 
African safari, he stated the trackers 
and gunbearers nicknamed her with 
a term that translated as “one shot 
woman” to describe her performance 
with the 7x57. Thanks for bringing 
back many pleasant memories of 
O’Connor’s writings. 

Don Wittenberg
Phoenix, Arizona
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The rifles we kids wanted were 
the light, compact Marlin 336 and 
Winchester 94. We couldn’t afford 
either one but my dad borrowed a 94 
from a neighbor. At age 12 I could 
handle it, though the stock was a bit 
long for me. It also had a lot of drop 
at heel which made even the mild .30-
30 cartridge kick fairly hard. At least 
that’s how I remember it. The snow 
was deeper then, too.

Currently there are a number of 
bolt-action rifles made specifically 
for young shooters (or for that matter 
small-statured adults). Nothing builds 
enthusiasm like success. Everyone 
shoots better with a rifle which fits 

them.
My favorite cartridges for youth 

rifles are based on the .308 case: .243 
Win, .260 Rem, 7mm-08 Rem and 
.308 Win. I have a soft spot for the 
7mm-08, but for deer and antelope 
hunting I’d be happy with any of them. 
Actually if  someone would build a 
light .250 Savage on an appropriately 
sized action they’d have a perfect deer 
rifle for youngsters. Or women. Or big 
strong men, for that matter.

I don’t use centerfire .22s for deer 
hunting, for the very good reason they 
are not allowed where I usually hunt. 
Others who use them tell me they 
have excellent success with .223s, .22-

250s and .220 Swifts, generally using 
Nosler Partition or Barnes bullets.  

Browning micro hunter
Not promoted as a youth model 

since the stock length of pull is 13-
1/2", I include it because it is light, 
compact, well made and accurate. 
Having the stock shortened an inch 
or so should not be a traumatic or 
expensive operation.

Back in the early ’90s my 5'4" wife 
wanted a new rifle. At the SHOT Show 
one year we looked over a bunch of 
compact models. She selected the 
(now discontinued) Micro Medallion 
A-Bolt in 7mm-08. With 120-grain 
bullets loaded to 2,700 fps, it has little 
recoil and more than adequate power 
and trajectory over 200 yards or so. 
Works so nice I borrow it once in a 
while.

CZ 527
This neat little mini-Mauser action 

rifle weighs under 6 pounds and is 
just over 37" long. Like the Browning, 
above it has a 13-1/2" length of pull 
and for most young shooters will need 
the stock shortened. It’s available in 
.223 and in 7.62x39, a cartridge on the 
order of the .30-30. 

mossberg 100 atr
Mossberg offers this in a youth 

model. Stock length of pull can be 
user-adjusted to either 12" or 13". 
With walnut stock it weighs 6-1/2 
pounds, has a 20" barrel and is offered 
in .243 or .308 Win.

remington 700
The flagship 700 is currently 

offered for young shooters as the 

• 	 D A V E 	 A N D E R S O N 	 •

youth rifLes
It’s a matter of fit and 

there are plenty of options.

When I started hunting and shooting half a century 
ago there were no special “youth” firearms, at least 

not where I lived. We were expected to get along with 
adult-sized rifles and shotguns and be grateful for the 
opportunity. We were, too.

Carly Alm was still a preschooler when the Winchester 94 celebrated its 100th birthday. It worked 
then and it still works today. Given reasonable care it could still be collecting deer for some young 
hunter a century from now.

 make modeL BarreL Length LoP* overaLL Length weight CaLiBerS retaiL
 BROWNING MICRO HUNTER 20 13-1/2 39-1/2 6.25 .243, .308 $739
 CZ 527 18-1/2 13-1/2 37.4 5.9 .223, 7.62x39 $727
 MOSSBERG 100 ATR 20 12-13 38-3/4 7 .243, .308 $424
 Remington 700 20 12-1/2 39-5/8 7 .243 $754
 Remington 770 20 12-3/8 39-1/2 8-1/4 .243 $452
 Ruger 77 Compact 16-1/2 12-1/2 35-1/2 6  .223, .243, 6.8SPC,
       7mm-08, 7.62x39, .308 $827

 Savage Edge 20 12-1/2 40 6.2 .243 7mm-08  $349
 Savage 11FYXP3 22 12-1/2 41-1/2 6.5 .243, .308 $659
 Weatherby Vanguard Youth 20 12-1/2 - 13-5/8 38 6-1/2 .223, .22-250
       .243, 7mm-08, .308 $529

Notes: All lengths in inches, weight in pounds. *LOP is Length of Pull.
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SPS Buckmasters Edition. It has a 
20" barrel, 12-3/8" length of pull, a 
synthetic stock finished in Realtree 
Hardwood Camo and is available in 
.243 Win. A left-hand version is also 
offered.

As an option Remington offers a 
set of three spacers (two 1/4" thick, 
one 1/2" thick) which can be fitted 
beneath the butt pad to adjust length 
of pull. As your youngster grows, 
spacers can be added.

The youth version of the compact 
Model Seven is not currently listed 
on the Remington website but the 
value-priced 770 is available in a 

youth version (.243 Win.) with 12-3/8" 
length of pull.

ruger 77 hawkeye 
Compact

I’ve never known anyone, youth 
or adult, who didn’t like this little 
rifle. It has a 12-1/2" length of  pull 
and with its 16-1/2" barrel, overall 
length is a under a yard. Weight is 
just 6 pounds.

This is one sweet-handling little 
carbine. It’s offered in a wide range of 
cartridges from .223 to .308. May as 
well order two or the kid isn’t going to 
get a chance to use it!

savage
Savage offers several youth models. 

For pure value it’s hard to beat the 
Edge youth model. Just over 6 pounds 
with synthetic stock, it has a 20" 
barrel and is available in .243 Win or 
7mm-08 Rem.

The 11FYCAK has a 12-1/2" lop 
and 22" barrel with muzzlebrake. 
The 11FYXP3 is a “package” deal 
with 3-9X scope mounted. Available 
in .243, 7mm-08 and .308, it has the 
excellent AccuTrigger.

Weatherby youth
The Vanguard line offers 

exceptional value, and the Synthetic 

Youth model is no exception. Stock 
length of  pull is 12-1/2" but a spacer 
is included which extends length of 
pull to 13-5/16". Barrel length is 20" 
and weight 6-1/2 pounds.

A “feature” more people should 
take advantage of  is the Weatherby 
Custom Shop. If  your youngster 
gets this rifle at age 12, by the time 
he’s in his 20s it will have gathered a 
lot of  memories. But now he wants 
something a little fancier. Borrow 
the Vanguard back and ship it to 
Weatherby to have a nice walnut or 
synthetic stock fitted, maybe even a 
bit of  engraving. There’s a rifle that 
won’t get traded off.

I’ve limited my list to bolt actions 
but if  you like other actions consider 
the Thompson/Center or NEF single 
shots, or a Marlin 336 with shortened 
length of  pull. 

kimber montana 
This light rifle is one of  the sweetest 

hunting rifles available. I didn’t show 
it on the chart as it has a 13-1/2" lop 
and its synthetic stock can’t be easily 
shortened. Still, once you’ve handled 
a bunch of  light rifles, and helped 
select one for your youngster, you 
probably want a lightweight of  your 
own. A thoughtful parent deserves a 
reward.

Carly Alm is holding Dave’s Ruger 77 Sporter 
in .300 Win Mag in her right hand, a Ruger 
Compact model .308 in her left. Guess which 
best fits her 5' frame?

http://www.cannonsafe.com
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Most advice suggested .03" off  
the lands, about 1/32", instead of the 
bullet actually touching the lands. A 
bullet jammed into the lands, we were 
warned, not only raised pressures 
but could result in a real mess if  we 
attempted to eject an unfired round. 
The bullet could stick in the lands and 
only the case would be extracted (if  
the round could be extracted at all), 
dumping powder all over the inside of 
the rifle’s action.

Well, as with many introductory 
courses, we afterward learned the 
exceptions to this rule—or at least 
most of them. It turned out that 
many handloaders do seat bullets 
into the lands, in particular benchrest 
competitors. However, benchrest 
shooters hardly ever go anywhere 
without a cleaning rod, so they can 
knock an unfired case out 
of the chamber with no 
danger of spewing 8208 
into their Stolle action. 
Black powder cartridge 
shooters also frequently 
seat bullets into the lands, 
but cast bullets are soft 
enough so they don’t get 
stuck.

The magazines of 
repeating actions also 
create an exception, 
especially with many of 
today’s bullets with very 
long tapered ogives. Often 
we have to seat the bullet 
more than .03" away from 
the lands, simply to allow 
rounds to fit into the 
magazine. 

This also applies to any 
rifle where bullets must be 

crimped. Many lever actions with tube 
magazines will only function with 
bullets seated in a relatively narrow 
range, the reason round- and flat-
nosed bullets designed for cartridges 
like the .30-30 have their cannelures 
placed at a certain distance from the 
nose of the bullet. 

Also, once recoil surpasses the .375 
H&H level it’s a good idea to crimp 
bullets for use in magazine rifles, 
because repeated firing can pound the 
rounds in the magazine so severely 
that bullets get pushed deeper into 
the case. This is why most bullets for 
really powerful rounds of .40 and 
above also feature crimping grooves or 
cannelures. While the crimped bullets 
may not seat exactly the right distance 
from the lands for the finest accuracy, 
in rifles designed to really shoot Cape 

buffalo or Alaskan brown bear we 
don’t much care whether groups are 
consistently sub-MOA.

Then there are Weatherby rifles, 
with their very long chamber throats 
called “freebore.” There’s no way 
to seat bullets anywhere close to 
the lands in any Weatherby rifle 
chambered for one of Roy’s rounds. 
This can also happen with some other 
rifles and cartridges as well. In my 
modest collection are a CZ 550 9.3x62 
Mauser and a Remington 760 .35 
Whelen. In both rifles the throat is so 
long, standard spitzers can’t be seated 
anywhere near the lands and still fit 
into the magazine. 

Despite this long jump, however, 
many such rifles shoot remarkably 
well. I own three Weatherby rifles, 
chambered in the .240, .257 and .270 
Weatherby Magnums, and all group 
well under a MOA. The CZ 9.3x62 and 
Remington 760 .35 Whelen also shoot 
very well. The reason is that all five 
rifles have throats barely wider than 
bullet diameter, so bullets don’t get a 
chance to wobble before entering the 
rifling.

There’s also another exception 
to the seat-’em-out rule: Many rifles 
actually shoot better if  bullets are 
seated deeper. This is a hard one for 
many older handloaders to bend 
their minds around, but it’s true. 
I’ve seen it most often with the long-

ogive spitzers often used 
these days, especially 
those “monometal” 
bullets without cores 
such as the Barnes Triple-
Shock X-Bullet and the 
Nosler E-Tip. In fact, the 
manufacturers of such 
bullets often recommend 
the starting distance 
from the lands be a little 
deeper than .03", giving 
the “hard” bullet a little 
more run before entering 
the lands, reducing peak 
pressures. However, 
deeper seating also often 
works with bullets as soft 
as the Berger VLD, with 
very thin jackets and 
almost pure-lead cores.

A recent example 
occurred with my new 

• 	 J O H N 	 B A R S N E S S 	 •

rifLe BuLLet 
seatinG dePth
When deeper is better.

Back in Handloading 101 most of us were taught to seat 
rifle bullets as close to the lands as possible. This 

supposedly resulted in the best accuracy because the 
bullet wasn’t allowed to rattle down the chamber throat 
before entering the rifling, ending up pointing in who-
knows-what direction.

The .270 Wby Mag delivered a group just more than 1/2" after the bullets were 
seated a little deeper.
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  New, large square tray  
accepts the largest primer boxes 
and a new unbreakable comfort 
curve lever.
  The Auto-Prime XR uses 
special but inexpensive 
shellholders, eliminating the 
need to endlessly swap shell 
holders from your press.

LEE PRECISION, INC.  | DEPT 402 
 4275 HIGHWAY U  | HARTFORD WI 53027

www.leeprecision.com  

The NEW Auto-Prime Xr

Send $1 for your 32-page catalog full of reloading bargains!

h
a

n
d

L
o

a
d

in
G

Weatherby Mark V Sporter in .270 
Weatherby Magnum. I recently started 
“downsizing” many of my hunting 
rifles, having learned over the years 
it doesn’t take as much cartridge to 
cleanly take big game as many he-
men like to believe, partly because 
of the super bullets now available. 
(Plus, my 58-year-old right shoulder 
isn’t as recoil friendly as it was when 
I was 38.) The vast selection of great 
130-grain bullets makes any .270 rifle 
a sure-enough elk cartridge these days, 
especially in open country where more 
elk have started living, due to rapid 
population increases in the last few 
decades across the West.

I’d had such good luck on elk with 
the Nosler E-Tip that I decided to 
start with the 130 grain in the .270 
Weatherby. Before blowing a bunch 
of expensive E-Tips into sandbanks, 
however, I loaded some 130-grain 
Ballistic Tips, using Ramshot 
Magnum, a powder that had proven 
very accurate and fast in previous .270 
Weatherbys. In any new (or new-to-
me) rifle it’s always seemed like a good 
idea to begin load development with a 
cheaper bullet, in order to determine if  
the rifle will shoot well. 

The results of the first range session 
were very encouraging, to put it 
mildly. The starting load was 75 grains 

and as is often the case with many 
of today’s powders, each increase in 
powder charge shrank groups. The 
final 80-grain load grouped three shots 
into 1/2", at just about 3,400 fps, my 
target velocity.

The switch to the 130-grain E-Tips, 
however, was at first disappointing. 
They were seated to the same 
depth as the 130 Ballistic Tips, as 
far out as rounds would fit in the 
magazine. I also started out lower 
in powder charges, because E-Tips 
can sometimes produce a little more 
pressure than lead-cored bullets. Once 
again, groups shrank with increased 
powder charges, but the 80-grain 
group measured a little over 1-1/2". 

There were also obvious fliers in 
each group. Interestingly, such fliers 

are often an indication that bullets are 
seated a little too far out.

Hmm. Back in the loading room 
I put together a few more 80-grain 
rounds, half  with the stem of the 
Redding die twisted a full turn deeper 
than with the original Ballistic Tip 
loads, and half  with the stem turned 
two turns deeper. At the range the 
1-turn-deeper handload showed 
immediate improvement, putting 
three shots into just about an inch. 
After allowing the barrel to cool, I 
fired the loads with bullets seated 
two turns deeper. Bingo! Three shots 
clustered into slightly over 1/2", just 
about like the Ballistic Tips. Another 
range session confirmed this was the 
seating depth the rifle liked with the 
very long E-Tips.

The handy thing about seating 
bullets deeper is that if  you start 
with bullets seated all the way out, 
any increase in seating depth reduces 
pressures. So if  your rifle doesn’t shoot 
all that well with bullets seated as close 
to the lands as possible, try seating 
them a little deeper. This isn’t the 
traditional way to look for an accurate 
load—but targets, not tradition, are 
the real arbiter of accuracy.

FOR WEB LINkS, GO TO 
WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/NOSLER.HTML

The 130-grain nosler e-Tip (right) needed to be 
seated much deeper than the 130-grain Ballistic 
Tip to achieve the same accuracy, with the 
same load, in the same rifle.

http://www.leeprecision.com
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The idea of turning a light on in 
the middle of a fight is probably a 
bad idea, but the reality of shooting 
the wrong person like another family 
member or my partner is even more 
disturbing, as well as dangerous to 
others. So I turn the light on to identify 
the target or clarify what I think is the 
target before I fire. I would also turn 
my light on to find a wall light switch 
as an illuminated room will always be 
better to fight in than a dark room. 
It is duly noted here when the room 
lights are turned on the 
“threat” could see me 
also but then I prefer to 
confirm a target before 
shooting (see the above) 
and I plan on practicing 
my shooting and I can’t 
know if  the threat has 
bothered.

The lights of today 
come in two forms: 
weapon mounted or 
handheld. As students of 
weapons craft we—you 
and I—should be skilled 
with both systems in case 
of the failure of either 
system or the need to use 
either one or both lights, 
sometimes separate or 
often together, as two 
lights are better than one.

The light actually has 
two sources of light projection: the 
arc of light, which is the widest light 
source, and the one that surrounds 
the brighter spot of light centered 

in the light pattern when the light is 
activated.  The goal is to center the 
spot often choreographed with the 
muzzle by the weapon’s mount or by 
adjusting alignment with the hands 
while holding the hand-held light on 
the target when shooting. If  searching 
or making contact with a potential, 
but not yet determined threat, I would 
place the spot low at their feet allowing 
the arc light to confirm hands and 
help in positive identification. 

The action of pointing it at the feet 

means I am not “pointing” the weapon 
at a person until I have confirmed that 
they are in fact a threat. As an example, 
I find someone who is in a place they 

shouldn’t be. I place the spot on or 
near their feet and ask for compliance 
while the arc allows me to see any 
potential threatening movement. If  
compliance is refused or the suspect 
turns into a threat, I simply raise the 
spot and hence the muzzle onto the 
target and get compliance by gunfire 
as required by their failure to do the 
correct thing. 

the Clock face 
search

This is easy stuff. 
Simply surgically place 
the light “spot” into 
the area to be searched 
with the whole spot 
being aligned inside the 
doorway or hall as an 
example. This placement 
keeps the light forward 
and prevents the spot 
from back blasting or 
blowing light back into 
the flashlight operator’s 
eyes. If  I was clearing a 
doorway, moving in from 
the left side, I place the 
9 o’clock edge of the 
spot on the left edge of 
the doorway which in 
turn places the bulk of 

the light into the passageway I am 
clearing. The arc of light will often 
illuminate much of the surrounding 
area. You only need to be aware that it 

•  C L I N T  S M I T H  •  P H O T O S :  H E I D I  S M I T H  •

LIGHTS 
More on use and deployment.

There has been much improvement in the quality of lights, 
now called illumination systems, over the last decade even 

though methods of deployment have pretty much stayed the same. 
Consideration should be given now to upgrading the way we think 
about using the lights to have our skills step up to the improved 
quality of the light systems. I personally am not interested in 
gimmicks like strobes and such when most times the application 
of good basic techniques for most regular people will solve most 
problems where illumination systems are required.

Clint’s three favorite lights by SureFire include the X300 (bottom), which he 
believes is the best light out there for the money. The M620VScout (middle) 
is the newer white and IR model, which is a solid piece with stout mounting 
system. The SureFire hand held is the economical G3 LeD polymer body 
light that is also a good buy and a good light.

“Pieing” the corner with the light allows you to 
find the threat before overly exposing yourself. 
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System

Guaranteed 
1 MOA Accuracy!

does and take advantage of this fact. 
Using handheld systems, the light can 
be moved from the right or left side of 
the weapon based on which placement 
puts the most light into the area being 
searched.

All of this is good, so to speak, but 
ultimately the target is engaged with 
the sights of the weapon not the light. 
Activate the light with the mindset 
to fight not to look, otherwise if  you 
go looking you’ll find the threat and 
the muzzle won’t be placed to protect 
you. I turn light systems on to fight, 
seeing is a residual benefit of the light 
coming on, but I turn the light on to 
find and engage threats. If  there isn’t 
one I am not at any loss except for the 
effort. If  you turn the light on with 
the mindset of “I’m looking,” one of 
these days you’ll find what you are 
looking for and the “shift” from look 
to fight will be pretty exciting!

Light use is just like gun use. It is 
a physical manipulation skill and as 
such it requires thought in application 
and practice… and practice and 
practice. 

FOR ALL WEB LINkS, GO TO WWW.
GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/SUREFIRE.HTML

Showing the spot of light off a potential threat 
(above) while asking for compliance. If the 
threat fails to comply the light attached to the 
weapons system can be brought onto the target 
(below).

http://www.rockriverarms.com
http://www.almarknives.com
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Refinishing the grips seems like 
the obvious course until visions of 
days spent waiting for each coating of 
stock finish to dry leave you crouching 
in the corner, hoping for a brighter 
tomorrow. Cheer up! How does 
working a few minutes here and there 
over the course of a day sound to 
refinish a set of grips? There is a down 
and dirty way to get a job out the door, 
freshen up a gun to bring top dollar at 
the gun show or put a better face on 
the contents of your gun cabinet.

Before I do anything to the grips, 
I’ll want to protect any medallions 

that might be present. Lay a piece 
of masking tape over the medallion, 
mashing it down for good adhesion. 
Then, cut around the edges with a 
sharp X-acto knife and peel away the 
excess. A couple layers won’t hurt a 
thing. This will minimize damage 
from scrapers, sandpaper, etc. 

Get it off
Quickest way to remove the built-

up production finish on most factory 
grips is to scrape it off. My scraper is 
a piece of  spring steel about 2"x6", 
around, .050" thick, which is kept 

razor sharp with the resident belt 
grinder. Held just past perpendicular 
and gently and carefully dragged over 
the grip panel contours will have all 
finish off  in about two minutes. Once 
done, I’ll carefully sand the grips, 
backing up the paper with blocks, 
files or dowels to help preserve edges 
and contours. Start with 100/120, 
going to 150/180 and finishing with 
220 or thereabouts. Wet down the 
panels, let them dry for an hour or so 
and re-sand to de-whisker.

Once the wood is dry, we take out 
the secret weapon: hardware store low-
gloss spray lacquer. Most of  these will 
squirt and dry within minutes. I try to 
achieve a nice, smooth, filled finish 
so will apply at least three to four 
thin coats, 15 or 30 minutes between 
coats (or as directions advise). Once 
hard, I’ll carefully sand any runs or 
drips to get everything back to grade. 
The last step is to rub out the finish 
with 0000 dry steel wool. Take care 
not to cut through the finish. With a 
little practice and experimentation, 

• 	 H A M I L T O N 	 S . 	 B O W E N 	 •

QuiCkie handGun  
GriP refinishinG

It’s necessary, not so hard on 
the wallet and adds the final touch.

All the parts, painstakingly polished and prepared, are 
fresh out of the bluing tanks. The receiver, resplendent 

in color case hardening from Turnbull Restorations, fairly 
glows. Carefully, you assemble the revolver’s bits and 
pieces and now you install the original grips. Aw heck, 
this thing looks like crap now. It’s those dang grips! Sure 
enough, the old grips are missing half the finish, covered 
with dings and nicks and missing half the paint in the 
medallions. This will never do. 

The appearance of a nicely 
restored gun would be 
jeopardized by seedy grips.

If you don’t have refinishing supplies under 
the sink, everything can be found at any good 
hardware store.



GunVault.com

“But I was instantly armed and ready, thanks to my GunVault. The armed 
intruder was met with a hail of gunfire from my .45 as he kicked in my 
door— preventing him from even getting the chance to fire his own 
weapon. I truly believe that no other product would have given me the 
speed and confidence to access my handgun and control the situation. 
Thank you for helping me save the lives of my family.”

                                                        –J. of San Bernardino, CA

you can easily and quickly achieve a 
handsome, smooth professional finish 
in no time.

Poke around
Refinishing the medallions is 

all that’s left. In our example, we 
have a set of  grips from an older 
Ruger single-action revolver. The 
medallions are made from aluminum 
and with the intaglio eagle symbol 
painted black. Often as not, the 
paint is chipped and worn, in want 
of  touching up. Since I don’t know 
how fast the original paint is to the 
metal (or even what sort of  paint it 
is), it must be removed in the interests 
of  adhesion for new paint. The easiest 
way to get it off  is with a sharp scribe 
applied gently. A dental pick works 
well. A good sharp point will enable 
you to run up into the feather tips and 
get all the paint out. If  you can’t open 
a can of  paint without getting half  of 
it on you, at least mask off  the wood 
around the medallion in the interest 
of  sanitation.

Even if  you are not primed with 
six to eight cups of  coffee, holding a 
brush steady enough to paint in this 
small symbol will be a challenge. But 
we can outsmart most aluminum birds 
with the hand grenade approach. I 
use a toothpick to daub on and herd 

around the paint without regard to 
coloring within the lines. As long as 
engraving below grade is filled with 
paint, the little bit of  overflow above 
grade will scrape off  easily when the 
paint is dry. The side of  your scribing 
tool tip will do nicely. Just take care 
to keep the point out of  the cuts. 
I use Plasti-kote brush-on enamel, 
available in local hardware stores and 
hobby shops. 

Some medallions—such as those 
on some Smith & Wesson revolvers—
are made of  brass and will come to 
you a bit tarnished. A simple slurry 
of  salt or baking soda and lemon 
juice worked into them with a Q-tip 
will usually brighten them up OK. A 
lead pencil eraser carefully rubbed on 
the relief  portion will also help.

Speaking of  S&W grips, many are 
checkered so you may want to lay 
hands on a single-point checkering 
tool for cleaning and chasing the 
checkering. Unlike medallion 
painting, this is a good place to keep 
the tool within the lines. Go slow and 
think ahead.

Refinishing ordinary factory grips 
is a simple procedure and a great 
way to quickly spruce up a handgun 
without much expense. Anybody 
who can safely handle a handgun can 
safely handle this job.

no. 0000 disposable single-bristle pine brushes 
(above) are available in handy 1,000 packs and 
are perfect for scaring paint into tight corners.  
Scraper pilot’s view of the action (below). 
This tool will save more time than any other in 
refinishing grips.

http://www.gunvault.com
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These days, a lot of  folks think 
shoulder holsters are way too 
“Hollywood,” and not as fast or as 
practical as a modern belt holster in 
any case. They’ll get little argument 
from me; I rarely wear one these days. 
That said, though, I think a complete 
modern “holster wardrobe” should 
contain a good shoulder rig, if  only 
for special purposes.

Back in the ’60s, Richard 
Gallagher conceptualized the 
Shoulder System, a figure-8 harness 
which carried the gun under one arm 
and ammo and even handcuffs on 
the opposite side. It came to market 
as the Jackass Shoulder System, and 
was the foundation of  Gallagher’s 
current gunleather empire, Galco. 
The system lives today in Galco’s 
Miami Classic design and others, and 
has been widely copied throughout 
the holster industry.

There are certain detectives and 
federal agents who seem to feel their 
desk or briefcase is their best holster. 
At least some of  them realize that 
at any moment an emergency might 
require their immediate response, 
prompting them to keep a shoulder 
system in the drawer instead of  just 
a gun. As quickly as donning a vest 
or jacket, they can slip their arms 
through the harness of  the shoulder 
system and have gun, spare ammo 
and cuffs on their person quickly.  

Similarly, it makes sense as part of  a 
home defense setup.

Twenty years ago, I discovered 
this setup can also serve as an 
“orthopedic holster.” I had managed 

to pull my lower back big time, and 
the doc told me “No weight around 
the waist, not even a belt!” He knew 
my job required me to be armed, even 
on “light duty/Medical,” and I asked, 
“How about a shoulder holster?” He 
replied it would be OK if  I wore one 
on each side. I thought he was joking 
until he explained that if  upper body 
weight tilted one way or the other due 
to extra load, the lower back would 
never get right. I wound up with a 
cobbled together rig (Jackass holster 
and mag pouch, Rogers harness and 
Seventrees handcuff  case). With 
a Spyderco knife clipped to the 
equipment side and a lightweight 
Colt Commander .45 auto in the 
holster, weight balanced to the ounce 
on both sides. It was an unexpected 
benefit from shoulder holster design.

Another way to equally balance 
is to simply get twin holsters with 
an identical gun on each side. 
The subjective fashion statement 
might be “paranoid” to some and 
“ostentatious” to others, but for those 
of  us who recognize the advantage 
of  a backup gun that works like the 
primary, it’s one effective way to 
implement the concept. I’ve found 
it awfully heavy with a pair of 
loaded all-steel 1911s, but not at all 
uncomfortable for a week at a time 
of  all-day wear with featherweight 
Baby Glocks.  The late, great Skeeter 
Skelton had holster makers of  the 
day create twin shoulder rigs for 
him—to carry 1911s in one case and 
Ruger service revolvers in the other—
and seemed pleased with the results.

other needs
There are other special needs which 

the shoulder holster fits well. You’re 
a bodyguard/chauffeur, spending 
much of  your working time in a 
seated position wearing a seat belt? 
If  you can manage to keep a cover 
garment on all the time, a shoulder 
holster will give you quicker access 
in that position than the typical 
belt scabbard worn behind the hip. 
Police pilots love shoulder holsters, 
for similar reasons, and they are still 
extremely common among them.  On 
some departments, the pilots are the 

• 	 M A S S A D 	 A Y O O B 	 •

the shouLder hoLster
Ostentatious Anachronism 

or useful accessory?

The real Eliot Ness wore a first-issue Colt Detective 
Special in a shoulder holster. Robert Stack in TV’s 

mid-20th century show The Untouchables portrayed him 
with a bigger Colt Official Police 4" .38 in what appeared 
to be a Lawrence shoulder rig, and Kevin Costner in the 
movie of the same name played Ness as wearing a 1911 
.45 in the same type of rig. Whether in the pages of the 
novels or on the screen, Mickey Spillane’s popular private 
detective Mike Hammer just wouldn’t have been the same 
with his .45 automatic in anything but a shoulder holster 
under his trench coat.

Twin shoulder holsters by Galco with a pair 
of identical weight Glock 26 9mms exactly 
balances weight and eases pressure for “sore 
lumbar” patients. horizontal carry high under 
armpit(s) allows maximum draw speed.
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only armed personnel authorized to 
wear shoulder rigs and are sometimes 
even issued them.

Handgun hunters out in inclement 
weather often choose shoulder 
holsters, normally those that carry 
the gun butt high and forward. The 
gun is reachable through the upper 
front of  the garment, but the coat 
shields it from scratchy brush, rust-
inducing rain and snow and icy cold 
that can turn the lubricant inside 
gelid and compromise the handgun’s 
function.

Men wearing bulky rifle-grade 
body armor find conventional hip 
holsters hard to access. Before the 
current popularity of  tactical thigh 
holsters, many police SWAT teams 
used shoulder rigs for their sidearms. 
So, to this day, do some members 
of  our armed forces. Galco has a 
program they call “Holsters for 
Heroes.” If  you donate the retail 
price of  a regular Galco Shoulder 
System that holds the military 
Beretta M9 vertical, they’ll send two 
such systems to our young men and 
women in Iraq and Afghanistan.  I’m 
sure our troops are putting them to 
good use.

A cop who attaches a backup 
gun’s holster to the side-strap on 
the ballistic vest under his uniform 

shirt is practicing a type of  shoulder-
holster draw. So is the armed citizen 
who carries a small pistol or revolver 
in a purpose-designed gun pouch 
on a T-shirt, as in Greg Kramer’s 
defining Confidant design, or who 
wears the gun in a bellyband wrapped 
high on the body at ribcage level. The 
only difference is the “harness” that 
carries the holster.

It’s not a style thing or a showoff 
thing, or an “age of  the technology” 
issue. The simple fact is, there are 
special handgun carrying purposes 
which, at least for some users, are 
best accomplished with certain types 
of  shoulder holsters.

BIANCHI INT.
100 CALLE CORTEZ

TEMECULA, CA 92590
(909) 676-5621

GALCO GUNLEATHER
2019 W. QUAIL AVE., PHOENIX, AZ 85027

(800) 874-2526

kRAMER HANDGUN LEATHER
P.O. BOX 112154, TACOMA, WA 98411

(253) 564-6652
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Classic Bianchi X-15 keeps this Para-Ordnance 
SSP .45 under the outdoorsman’s coat and 
away from the elements. Vertical carry (butt 
high and forward) makes it easy to reach under 
heavy coat.

http://www.winchesterguns.com
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For rifles, they ranged from the .17 
Remington to the .50-90 Sharps. I’ve 
never actually owned a .17 Rem rifle, 
but a friend loaned me his decades 
ago along with the reloading dies 
and components. He forgot to factor 
in a powder funnel, therefore I had 
a heck of a time getting powder into 
the few dozen .17 Remington rounds 
assembled. At the other end, I have 
fired several thousand rounds of .50-
90 Sharps in the two Shiloh Model 
1874s, which have passed through my 
hands. In fact, upon getting the first 
one in 1981, I went at shooting it so 
avidly that when Yvonne spotted the 
huge, deep purple bruise on my right 

shoulder she asked me to give it a 
break for a while. 

In handgun cartridges, my small 
end one has been the .32 Auto with 
my first pistol, so chambered, also 
coming in 1981. It was a Walther PP. 
My most recent one is a Colt Model 
1903 purchased mid-year of 2010. 
(Actually I’ve reloaded for several 
other cartridges that on the surface 
sound smaller than the .32 Auto. 
Such would be .30 Luger, .30 Mauser, 
7.62x25mm Tokarev and 7.65mm 
French Long. However they all will 
take the same cast bullet as the .32 
Auto and it has the smallest case 
capacity of all.)

On the big end, I’ve handloaded a 
couple hundred rounds for a Freedom 
Arms .454 Casull, but freely admit 
never enjoying a single pull of the 
trigger on that cannon. 

When my handloading career 
began at age 17, so too did I become 
a bullet caster. In reviewing that list 
of  30 handgun cartridges for which 
I’ve assembled handloads, only one 
did not get loaded with home cast 
and/or commercially cast bullets. 
That was a .357 SIG, a pistol I 
had on consignment specifically to 
write about. The other 29 handgun 
calibers of  my experience were either 
predominately or exclusively loaded 
with lead alloy bullets. For my own 
pleasure shooting, even nowadays, 
seldom is any other type of  projectile 
used in my own handguns.

The reverse is true of  rifle cartridges 
of  .30 caliber and below. Although 
I’ve fired many thousand cast bullets 
in rifles from the .222 Remington up 
through .300 Weatherby Magnum, 
the majority of  my rifle shooting 
for those bore sizes has been done 
with jacketed bullets. Get above .30 
caliber and then the table reverses 
once again with home poured lead 
alloy bullets dominating. In fact, I 

• 	 M I K E 	 “ D U K E ” 	 V E N T U R I N O 	 •

time WeLL sPent
A life of handloading.

Recently on a cold rainy morning I was trying to 
avoid doing anything productive. While dallying, for 

some reason this odd thought popped into my mind, “I 
wonder how many different calibers I’ve handloaded for 
since starting in December 1966?” So I sat down with 
Cartridges Of The World and began tallying them. To my 
surprise the total was about 120 different ones. They 
divided up into about 90 rifle and 30 handgun types but 
nary a shotgun gauge. 

This partial view 
of Duke’s gun 
vault shows why 
he is still actively 
handloading 
for no less than 
47 different 
cartridges. Photo: 
Yvonne Venturino 

Because he has always favored very heavy 
bullets in his BPCR (Black Powder Cartridge 
Rifles), Duke estimates he has fired more than 
3-1/2 tons of lead through that genre of firearm 
since starting in 1981. Some of his favorite .45-
70s include (from left) the 520-grain roundnose, 
513-grain roundnose, 555-grain roundnose and 
560-grain Creedmoor. Photo: Yvonne Venturino
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estimate the amount of  lead alloy I’ve 
fired through BPCRs (Black Powder 
Cartridge Rifles) since 1981 is over 
3-1/2 tons. 

the Big end
When the BPCR bug bit me back 

in the ’80s, like most everyone else, 
I wanted to only shoot them with 
smokeless powders. After all, who 
in their right mind wants to contend 
with cleaning up after shooting black 
powder? Then the NRA began their 
BPCR Silhouette game allowing 
only black powder (and Pyrodex) for 
propellant and that very addictive 
sport soon showed just how many of 
us were not in our “right minds.”  

That rule made the competitors 
get busy in figuring out how to make 
dirty, smelly, black powder perform. 
And brothers and sisters, will it! 
It is my experience-based opinion, 
now, that in the rifles and cartridges 
designed around it, black powder 
outperforms smokeless powders, 
and rifles fired with it are far easier 
to clean thoroughly than with either 
smokeless powders and/or jacketed 
bullets.  By conservative estimate I 
feel my shoulder has been pounded by 
well over 100,000 rounds from BPCRs 
in the past 30 years. 

So what about other numbers? 

From the very first day of my 
handloading career until 1980, I 
kept detailed records of every round 
assembled. At that time the total 
was about 120,000 with over 50,000 
being .38 Specials. After that year I 
got too busy and was reloading too 
many different cartridges to keep 
records. For cartridges that have been 
handloaded solely for the purpose 
of writing articles the amounts 
have totaled from a few dozen 
(.17 Remington) to a few hundred 

(.375 Winchester, .444 Marlin, .35 
Remington, .375 H&H, etc.). In fact, 
I’ve never even owned guns for those 
calibers: I’ve just relied on borrowed 
ones or consignment guns from the 
manufacturers. 

For others I shoot for my own 
enjoyment, the totals are in the tens 
and scores of thousands. Here’s a 
for-instance: I reloaded my first 9mm 
Luger cartridge for a S&W Model 
39 in 1977. A few hundred were put 
together before that pistol was traded. 
However, starting in 2007, coinciding 
with building my World War II 
firearms collection, I began loading 
many more 9mms for Lugers, P38s, 
Browning Hi-Powers and even vintage 
submachine guns. I know in the past 
two years I’ve assembled no less 
than 10,000 9mm rounds on a Dillon 
Square Deal press. The same is true 
for .45 ACP. 

As time passes so my interests 
change. In 1966 I began reloading 
with the .38 Special for use in a S&W 
K-38. In 2010 the most recent caliber 
I added to the list was 7.92x33mm 
Kurz; the rounds being fired in a 
WWII vintage German MP44. At the 
time of this writing I reload for 47 
cartridges. Interests might change but 
for me handloading has never grown 
boring. 

In 1966 Duke started his handloading career 
with .38 Specials to be fired in a Smith & 
Wesson K-38 revolver. In 2010 the most recent 
caliber addition to his handloading career has 
been the 7.92x33mm Kurz to be fired through an 
original WWII select-fire German MP44. Photo: 
Yvonne Venturino 

http://www.laserlyte.com
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Walking the halls of  2010’s SHOT 
Show, I was amazed at the new 
riflescopes, binoculars and spotting 
scopes, representing myriad price 
ranges, from those for the budget-
minded buyer to the best of  glass 
with class. 

Then, quite by accident, I stumbled 
on it. 

I was visiting with Pat Beckett, an 
old friend, at the Burris booth. We 
talked for a moment and he steered 
me to a display near the corner of  his 
area and handed it to me. 

But let me back up a moment. 
Let’s review the past 50 years for a 
bit. In my youth I began hunting 
with a 4X Weaver. It had a very fine 
crosshair and a dot at the intersection 
of  the crosshairs. The wire was so fine 
I often could not see it. It worked 
OK, and I took a lot of  game with 

it. My next acquisition was a Plex 
reticle with somewhat thicker wires 
and it was a little more useful. In 
the military I was introduced to the 
Mil-Dot reticle, which was even more 
useful. 

About 15 years ago, a man named 
Tom Smith approached me with a 
new reticle incorporating holdover 
bars below the main horizontal 
crosshair, designed to take advantage 
of  the ballistic flight of  bullets with 
a factor designation. Quite ingenious, 
it was used in both Swarovski and 
Kahles scopes for several years and 
has since been emulated by more than 
one manufacturer. 

The chase to design holdover bars 
of various configurations was on. 
While they greatly improved the ability 
of hunters to put game on the ground 
out to 600 yards and more, there were 

still drawbacks. The typical scenario 
went thus: The hunter sees his target, 
ranges it with some rangefinder or his 
stadia bars. He then looks at a table 
taped to his rifle or residing in his pack 
or pocket… or maybe he was gifted 
with a memory to remember it all, even 
in 10 of his different rifles and calibers. 
Once he decides on the appropriate 
holdover bar, he reengages the target 
and fires away. 

While this capability is far and 
above that of  my old Weaver with the 
fine wire and dot, and also the plex, 
it still presents some problems: First, 
you have to put your rifle down and 
use the rangefinder. Next, you have to 
look at a table or ballistic software on 
your iPod. Finally, you take the rifle 
and begin aiming, using the holdover 
bar the table designates for that 
range. During this time, the animal 
might have moved out of  the range 
taken or disappeared altogether. And 
it all took valuable time.

About three years ago, maybe 
longer, Zeiss, Burris, Nikon and 
Bushnell introduced rangefinding 
riflescopes that allowed the hunter 
to range the target while still holding 
it in the scope’s image. They went a 
step further and included holdover 
bars on the horizontal crosshair. The 
speed with which a hunter could take 
the shot was greatly improved. But 
one step remained unsolved: The 
hunter still had to take his eyes from 
the target to find out which holdover 
bar to use. Granted, the Zeiss has 
numbers on the holdover bars, but 
they vary according to conditions, so 
a card with an appropriate holdover 
chart was still needed. Wouldn’t it be 
great if….

So, back to the Burris booth. Pat 
handed me a rangefinding riflescope 
and stepped back. I looked through 
it. It ranged alright, but that was not 
new. Then I saw a small yellow/red 
dot appear below the main vertical 
crosshair. Was this what I thought it 
was? 

In the evolution of  riflescopes 
several things remain to be solved. 
First, after ranging, a red or yellow 
dot or some other easily readable 
color would appear, representing the 
holdover required. Burris had done 

• 	 J A C O B 	 G O T T F R E D S O N 	 •

Burris eLiminator
This 4X-12X scope ranges and 

tells you where to shoot!
 

I came across the most innovative and revolutionary 
solution for hunters I have seen in many years—maybe 

ever seen—maybe ever will see. It was something scope 
manufacturers have been trying to accomplish for years. 
Burris has done it.

The Burris eliminator Laserscope is shown 
here on one of Rock River’s ARs. The standard 
mounting system that comes with the scope 
required a high mount on the AR platform.
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it! Will the next generation make the 
holdover dot change locations based 
on environmental conditions and 
compensate for uphill and downhill 
shooting? If  you have read my earlier 
columns on both, you will know that 
you can do that now. 

Let’s pause for a second and run 
our scenario again. The hunter sees 
his target, raises his rifle and ranges. 

After pressing the wireless remote on the 
steel silhouette target, the Burris eliminator 
Laserscope (above) shows the output in yards—
in this case 397 yards—and the status of the 
battery. It is difficult to photograph a reticle, 
but the red dot appears on the vertical crosshair 
in the grass just below the silhouette. Raising 
the rifle until the dot is on the center of the 
silhouette will result in a center hit. The first 
group was shot at 200 yards and is in the red 
dot on the LaRue silhouette (below). Moving 
back to 397 yards, ranged again and with the 
wind blowing wickedly left to right, Jacob put 
the red dot on the Burris scope about 2" off the 
left side of the target. That group printed just 
to the left of the bull. note both groups hit at 
the same elevation on the target. What could be 
easier or faster?

http://www.crossbreedholsters.com
http://www.gunsmagazine.com
http://www.bondarms.com
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Immediately, a dot appears for the 
holdover. The hunter raises the rifle 
slightly so that the dot appears at the 
point the hunter wants the bullet to 
strike and fires. He never moved from 
his rifle. He never lost sight of  his 
quarry. More importantly, the time 
to range and fire was greatly reduced.

Certainly, the dots simply 
represent the bars Burris previously 
used and is supplied with a great 
many pre-programmed cartridges, or 
is programmable for your cartridge.

testing
I mounted the scope on a Rock 

River Arms .223 AR-15 Varmint 
rifle. On the right side of  the scope 
is a 4-way button that allows mode 
changes, for example, from yards to 
meters. It also allows you to input 
any one of  a great many different 
cartridge/bullet flight paths supplied 
by Burris. I used it to select the 
cartridge and bullet I thought most 
closely emulated the flight path of 
a 55-grain bullet Rock River had 

supplied, choosing No. 51 of  the 
Burris preprogrammed cartridges. 

I sighted the rifle in at 100 yards, 
then began shooting targets from 200 
to 400 yards. The scope has a button 
on the left side to activate ranging and 
the appearance of  the aiming dot. 
Using it is rather awkward, making 
it difficult to activate the ranging 
feature without moving the rifle and 
scope. Burris has solved that problem 
by providing a remote switch you 
can place elsewhere on the rifle. The 
system worked flawlessly.

The first runs of  rangefinding 
scopes from various manufacturers 
seemed rather large and somewhat top 
heavy, making the rifle cumbersome 
and ill balanced. Burris has produced 
a smaller and more streamlined 
package, nearly the same size as 
conventional scopes. 

The optics are good. Light 
transmission, color balance, 
resolution and contrast are excellent. 
Aberrations are kept at bay as well.

This scope/rifle combination 
would be great for fast engagement 
in dog towns as well other forms of 
hunting. Rock River sent along a rifle 
that will deliver rapidly in such a rich 
field of  fire. I am running out of  real 
estate for this article and will review 
the rifle in an upcoming article. 

FOR WEB LINkS, GO TO 
WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/BURRIS.HTML
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The elevation and windage adjustment 
turrets (above) are just forward of the Burris 
name plate. Just to the left of the name 
plate is a button that allows the scope to be 
programmed for yards or meters, sight in at 
100 or 200, and the number representing the 
bullet’s flight characteristics. On top, just in 
front of the 4X-12X power ring, is the battery 
compartment. Burris claims it is good for 1,100 
cycles. The diopter adjustment is the european 
type. The button used to range is located 
on the left side of the scope (below). Burris 
provides a wireless remote button that can be 
attached at various places for easy access. 
Attaching it to the forearm and activating it 
with the thumb works well.

eLiminator 
MAKER: BuRRIS COMPANy

331 E. 8TH ST.
GREELy, CO 80631

(970) 356-1670

PoWer:
4X-12X

Laser ranGe 
(yards refLeCtive):

800
Laser ranGe 
(yards deer):

550
Batteries:

CR2
Battery Life:

1,100 cycles
oPeratinG temPerature:

14- to 122-degrees F
dot siZe @100 yards:

.33 MOA
CLiCk vaLue:

.25"
adJustment ranGe:

50"
WeiGht With Battery & 

mount:
26 ounces

eye reLief:
3.5" (4X), 3" (12X)

LenGth:
13"

PriCe:
$1,298
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Opening up the factory supplied, 
green hard case, I had my first glimpse 
of the Versa Max. There has been so 
much hype about this gun that even 
the Custom’s officer, who registered it 
before I left for Canada, urged me to 
return to his office and tell him how it 
performed. I haven’t had a chance yet, 
but I can tell you I’ve never shot as 
well over decoys in my life. Inside that 

green hard case was a very technically 
advanced scattergun.

While the Versa Max may look 
like a conventional autoloader, the 
design team at Remington has done 
a remarkable job of developing a 
new gas-handling system that both 
softens felt recoil and minimizes 
routine maintenance, while tweaking 
its overmolded stock to separate 

flesh from recoil impulse as much as 
possible. The result is a shotgun that 
digests every payload, from light 2-3/4" 
target loads to those heavy 3-1/2" 
Roman candles interchangeably, while 
being unusually comfortable to shoot 
with magnum loads. The key to this 
versatility is the VersaPort.

Located below the chamber is the 
VersaPort gas block fitted with two 
pistons which drive the bolt assembly 
to the rear upon firing. The VersaPort 
system self-regulates the gas pressure 
depending upon the length of the 
shell, by way of seven small ports 
drilled along the bottom half  of the 
chamber. When a 2-3/4" shell is fired, 
all seven ports are exposed and feed 
the resulting gas into the gas block 
and pistons. Firing a 3" shell results 
in only four ports being exposed and 
available for gas transfer and with a 
3-1/2" shell, only three ports are open. 
But there’s more to the system.

The VersaPort design also 
moderates recoil by venting off  gas 
right at the chamber and up through 
slots on both sides of the handguard. 
This means excess, high-pressure gas 
is bled off  immediately, reducing 
recoil and minimizing piston fouling. 
In fact, if  absolutely necessary, it only 
takes a couple of minutes to pull both 
pistons and clean them and the gas 
block cylinders in which they operate. 
It’s an ultra low maintenance system. 

Also helping to moderate felt recoil 
are the Versa Max’s long, 2" forcing 
cone and generously overbored barrel 
measuring .735" inside diameter. 
Remington labels it their “Pro Bore,” 
and it takes a new, Pro Bore diameter 
choke tube. Yes, our old RemChokes 
just won’t fit. Rounding out the recoil 
reduction package are its padded cheek 
comb and an extra thick SuperCell 
recoil pad.  

The Versa Max stock is interesting 
and highly functional, as well as being 
adjustable for length of pull, drop and 
cast. The LOP can be adjusted from 
14-1/4" to 15-1/4" with the use of a 
spacer kit. Through the use of stock-
to-receiver inserts and replaceable 
padded comb inserts, the drop at the 
heel and comb can be adjusted for any 
average shooter. Because I have high 
cheekbones, cast off is critical to me 
for good shooting. When mounting the 
Versa Max, I immediately noticed that 
the middle bead was offset to the right 

• 	 H O L T 	 B O D I N S O N 	 •

reminGton’s versa maX 
Meets HyperSonic Steel.

At times, there is serendipity between the appearance 
of a new shotgun and a new shotshell. Hot off the 

production lines, Remington’s new 12-gauge, Versa Max 
shotgun wedded to their radical, 1,700 fps, “HyperSonic” 
shotshell proved to be a scorching combination for an 
early season waterfowl hunt at Ameri-Cana’s Battle River 
Lodge in Alberta, Canada. Remington’s gun and shell 
combination worked together as a steel shot delivery 
system, that should forever put to bed any doubts about 
the effectiveness of steel in the field. It’s innovations like 
these that really keep the shotgunning world on its toes 
and competitive.

The Versa Max + hyperSonic 
Steel = a terrific waterfowling 
combination. Geese were brought 
down cleanly at 40 yards with 
hyperSonic Steel at 1,700 fps.
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WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM	•	FEBRUARY	201128

s
h

o
t

G
u

n
n

e
r

of the front bead. I added 1/4" cast 
off to the buttstock, and my shooting 
improved noticeably. 

Adjustable stocks are becoming 
more and more common across all 
brand lines. Stock fitting that was once 
the exclusive province of the most 
expensive gunmaking establishments is 
now available to anyone who can turn 
a screwdriver. Yet, I find few shooters 
take the time to fit the stocks to their 
physique and shooting style. A little 
tweaking here and there, only takes 
a few minutes, and the benefits will 
become obvious the next time you’re 
afield or at the range. 

The 12-gauge Remington shell 
I was shooting for ducks and geese 
in Alberta’s vast grain fields was as 
innovative as the Versa Max itself. 
Labeled “HyperSonic Steel” and 
available in 2-3/4", 3" and 3-1/2" 
loadings, the velocity of the new shell 
is rated at a sizzling 1,700 fps, which 
may be conservative. Based on his 
chronograph data and sophisticated 
computer programs, my hunting 
partner, L.P. Brezny of Ballistic 
Research and Development, calculates 
that muzzle velocities are running in 

note the smoky residue above the VersaPort 
indicating the release of excess gas at the 
chamber end of the barrel.

Fully-adjustable, the Versa Max overmolded 
stock sports some racy, contemporary lines.

It’s the answer to a shotgunner’s 
prayer—a tracer shotshell that 
is non-pyrotechnic, non-toxic, 

biodegradable and safe for any 
modern gun.

Through a wedding of technologies, 
Fiocchi and Cyalume have combined 
a high-quality target shotshell with 
a short, cool light stick called the 
ChemiTracer. That’s right, a small 
light stick emitting cold, chemical 
light right out there in the middle of 
your shot column.

There have been many attempts to 
develop a practical shotshell tracer 
round. The last one I can recall was 
the “Tru-Tracer” shell that contained 
a highly reflective, metallic ball that 
blew the choke tube right out of my 
Cutts Compensator. Fortunately, that 
won’t happen with Cyalume’s flexible, 
chemical-light capsule.

As loaded by Fiocchi, the light 
capsule is seated on top of  the shot 
charge and is activated by setback 
when the shell is fired. In flight, 
the illuminating capsule tracks the 
trajectory of  the shot column out 
to 50 or 60 yards and is visible to 
the shooter and coach in daylight, 
and highly visible when shot against 
darker backgrounds like trees or 
during the early morning and evening 
hours. 

The capsule is biodegradable once 
on the ground and may provide a 
splash of cold, chemical light should 
it strike a rock.

Initially, Fiocchi is introducing the 
ChemiTracer in a line of 12-gauge 
ammunition loaded with No. 7-1/2 
shot with No. 8 and 9 shot following. 
It will be packaged as part of Fiocchi’s 
new “Canned Heat” line, in which the 
ammunition is sealed in a nitrogen 
filled container to keep it fresh for 
long-term storage.

This stuff  is a hoot!

FOR WEB LINkS, GO TO 
WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/
FIOCCHIAMMUNITION.HTML

FioCChi FieLdS a CooL traCer

Carlo Fiocchi, vice president of sales and 
marketing for Fiocchi Ammunition, holds up 
the new 12-gauge ChemiTracer shotshell, its 
Cyalume capsule activated by falling to the 
concrete pad on the 5-stand range. note the 
Cyalume capsule sits above the shot charge. 
Photo: Jeff John

When the Cyalume caplet hits a hard surface 
like a rock, it opens up in an impressive burst 
of light. The chemiluminescent fades and 
disappears soon after, leaving no residue for 
cleanup. Photo: Jeff John

Members of the USA Shooting Team all fire the 
new Fiocchi ChemiTracer round at dusk. All 
three shots are converging on the just visible 
gray streaks, which are clay pigeons. Photo: 
Jeff John

Mike Love, Fiocchi’s area manager, 
launches a 12-gauge Cyalume 
illuminated ChemiTracer round at a 
clay pigeon. Photo: Jeff John

Located under the chamber, the VersaPort 
moderates recoil while being self-cleaning.
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the 1,900s. Simply stated, Remington’s 
HyperSonic loads are the fastest steel 
loads on the market, period. The secret 
is in the wad, and here’s how it works 
while keeping pressures within SAAMI 
limits.

rocket science
The 1-piece HyperSonic wad 

incorporates a short, hollow tube at 
its base, called the “ignition chamber.” 
As the wad is seated over the powder 
charge, a small amount of powder 
is forced inside the ignition chamber 
which comes to rest in direct contact 
with the primer flash hole.

When the primer fires, the powder 
in the ignition chamber is the first part 
of the powder train to be ignited. This 
small, captive charge drives the wad 
and its payload forward in the barrel 
milliseconds before the full impact of 
the main charge kicks in.  Think of 
the ignition chamber as a miniature 
booster rocket that jump starts the 
payload.

As the wad is boosted out of the 
shell, the increasing internal volume 
behind the wad permits the primary 
powder charge to burn fully without 
generating excessive pressure in the 
barrel. Finally, the wad breaks away 
from the shot column as “stress 
concentrator” holes around the base 
of the wad fracture the sidewalls. 
The wads I recovered in the field are 
picture perfect examples of ideal wad 
performance and clearly show the little 
ignition chamber protruding from the 
wad’s base.

The HyperSonic load I was hunting 
with was Remington’s 3" Magnum 
holding 1-1/4 ounces of No. 2 shot. 
Shooting a modified choke, I couldn’t 
have asked for a better performing 
steel-shot waterfowl load. Whether the 
incoming ducks and geese were at 15 
or 40 yards, the fast, high energy shot 
from the new shell hammered them. 
Remington calculates that the delivered 
pattern energy from their 1,700 fps shell 
is approximately 16 percent greater 
than existing steel loads, shortening 

leads by 11 percent. Field autopsies on 
our geese showed a significant amount 
of radial tissue damage around the 
shot holes, symptomatic of high 
velocity impact.

Personally, over three days of 
hunting, I’ve never shot better. While 
the Versa Max was soaking up recoil, 
I wasn’t consciously changing my 
leads, but I was connecting more than 
normal. In fact, during the hunt, I shot 
two honest doubles and three times, I 
had three dead ducks in the air with 
three rapid shots. Speed kills, and it 
sure makes you look good. In the 3" 
loading, the HyperSonic steel carries a 
suggested retail price of $23.99, and at 
that price, it will give the more exotic 
alloy shot types some stiff competition.

High tech guns, high tech 
ammunition, as shooters, we’ve never 
had it so good. And the innovations 
in guns and ammunition just keep 
coming. Stay tuned.
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versa maX
MAKER:  REMINGTON ARMS 

P.O. BOX 700, MADISON, NC 27025
(800) 243-9700

aCtion tyPe:
Semi-auto, gas operated

GauGe:
12, 2-3/4", 3", 3-1/2" 

CaPaCtiy:
3+1 (2-3/4" or 3"), 2+1 (3-1/2")

BarreL LenGths:
26" or 28" 

overaLL LenGth:
49-15/16"
WeiGht:
7.7 pounds
finish:

TriNyte coated barrel, black oxide re-
ceiver, black or camouflage

siGhts:
HiViz 

stoCk:
Overmolded synthetic

aCCessories:
Choke tubes; HiViz sight tubes; Stock 

adjustment hardware
PriCe:

$1,399 to $1,599

hyPersoniC 
steeL ammunition

GauGe: 
12

tyPe: 
Steel

LenGth:
2-3/4", 3", 3-1/2"

shot siZe:
1, 2, 4, BB

shot Load:
1-1/8 to 1-3/8 ounce

veLoCity:
1,700 fps
PriCe:

$22.99, $23.99, $32.99

A very unique wad is the key to the hyperSonic 
steel load’s ability to achieve 1,700 fps.

http://www.smartreloader-usa.com
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Berns-Martin, but rather to acquire 
the patent to be able to produce 
The Judge, a breakfront police duty 
holster which became standard 
equipment for many law enforcement 
agencies.

John Bianchi eventually left the 
company and retired for a short 
time before starting John Bianchi’s 
Frontier Gunleather, specializing in 
Western-styled, traditional holsters 
and belts. The original company 
still exists as Bianchi International 
offering a wide range of  holsters for 
civilian and police use. At one time I 
had an original  of  the first Bianchi 
catalog and it was one of  my standard 
dream books back in those days when 
I couldn’t afford to purchase holsters. 
The two I liked the best in Bianchi’s 
catalog were the 1L Lawman for the 
Colt Single Action and the same basic 
holster made for the Colt 1911. The 
first Bianchi holster I ever saw in 
person was a basket-stamped holster 
for a friend’s 1911 and at the time I 
thought it was just about the prettiest 
thing I had ever seen.

tom threepersons 
Let’s look at three Bianchi holsters. 

Tom Threepersons set the standard for 
a holster that was, as Jerry Burke once 
described it, “Leather Quick, Leather 
Deadly.” Threepersons took the basic 
Mexican loop holster, popular from 
the 1880s until after World War I, and 
radically altered it. The voluminous 
back flap was removed in favor of 
just enough leather to fold over and 
sew to the back of  the holster to make 
a belt loop. The triggerguard was 
completely exposed with the front of 
it riding on a heavy welt sewed in back 
edge of  the holster and the hammer 
was also totally exposed riding 
high and easily accessible. Virtually 
everyone who has ever made holsters, 
whether a large company or a 1-man 
shop, has offered some version of  the 
Tom Threepersons. Bianchi’s is one 
of  the best. 

Bianchi’s version, the 1L Lawman, 
is even more compact than the 
original in that it has an open end 
which results in nearly 1" less total 
length for the holster body. The 
holster itself  is made of  high quality 
cowhide, suede lined and fitted with a 
safety strap. It rides high on the belt, 
out of  the way and carries a single 
action just about perfectly. A Colt 
SAA 4-3/4" .45 or .44 Special rides 
high enough to be concealed under 
a jacket, while a Ruger 7-1/2" .44 
Magnum carries easily while hunting. 
I would not be surprised to learn it is 
their best-selling civilian holster.

John Bianchi, as stated, introduced 
the thumb-snap holster.  A current 

Sometimes it worked just the 
opposite and the revolver could not 
be put back into its proper place and 
closed. When Bianchi’s partner could 
not get his gun back in the holster but 
instead had to put it in his waist belt 
while cuffing a prisoner, John decided 
it was time for something better. 

In 1958, John Bianchi began 
making holsters out of  his garage for 
fellow officers. The part-time business 

did not last long, as by 1960 Bianchi 
was offering a catalog which included 
such innovations as the X15 shoulder 
holster and the first thumb snap 
holster. I have used both successfully 
at times during the past 50 years. By 
1975, Bianchi had not only made his 
1-millionth holster, he also purchased 
the old Berns-Martin company which 
specialized in breakfront holsters. 
He did not want to produce the 

JOHN TAFFIN

hide for handGuns 
Bianchi Leather.

Necessity is definitely the mother of invention and an 
excellent example of this is Bianchi Leather. John 

Bianchi was a young police officer in Southern California 
in the 1950s. The duty holster at the time was the ill-
conceived clamshell, which wrapped completely around 
the revolver. It was necessary to push a button inside the 
triggerguard before it would open up and allow access 
to the duty revolver. If the officer couldn’t find the button 
(for whatever reason), the revolver stayed locked in place 
and no amount of cursing could make it release. 

Three great guns in three great Bianchi holsters include (from left to right) a Colt 1911 in a Model 
120 Covert Option, Smith & Wesson .44 Special 1950 in a Model 111 Cyclone and a Colt Single 
Action in a 1L Lawman.
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version is the 111 Cyclone. 
Like the Lawman, it is 
also constructed of  quality 
cowhide with a suede lining. 
Made to carry a double-
action sixgun, it has a thumb 
snap and also a completely 
covered triggerguard. 
The belt loop itself  is an 
ingenious affair allowing the 
holster to be carried strong 
side or crossdraw with the 
proper slant found with each 
carrying mode. 

In the early episodes of 
Walker, Texas Ranger it 
appears to me Chuck Norris 
is carrying a 4" Smith & 
Wesson stainless steel or a 
nickel-plated .44 Magnum in 
a Cyclone worn crossdraw. 
With its dual carrying 
ability, a 4" N-frame .44 
Special, .44 Magnum, .45 
Colt or .41 Magnum can 
easily be carried under a 
coat strong side and equally 
easily switched to crossdraw 
while driving. It is an 
excellent design equally well 
carried out.

One of the latest holsters 
from Bianchi is made for 
concealment use, however 
it is almost too pretty to 
hide. This is another very 
well thought out design 
made for inside the pants 
carrying. The Model 120 
Covert Option Holster, 
made for concealing a 1911, 
is constructed of two pieces 
of leather sewn together at 
both the front and back edges. This 
results in a more compact profile than 
afforded by folding over a piece of 
leather and then stitching along only 
one edge. The front half  of the holster 
is lined and there is a large cut out of 
the basic part of the holster where only 
the lining can be seen. This results in 
a nice contrast between the very dark 
brown of the holster body itself  and 
the light tan of the suede lining. 

Two snap-on, snap-off  belt tabs are 
provided to secure the holster to the 
belt. An inside the pants holster rides 
against the body and this can be quite 
uncomfortable over the long haul. 
The fact it is made for the 1911 results 
in a flat surface against the body and 
a large tab on the back of  the holster 
also prevents the back of  the slide 
and the hammer from digging into 
the body—another excellent design 
from Bianchi. 

I will always have a soft spot in my 
heart for Bianchi leather. Not only did 
I start getting serious about shooting 
about the same time John Bianchi 

started making holsters, I also visited 
the old Temecula plant and Bianchi 
Museum back when I was getting 
serious about being a gun writer and 
no one really knew who I was. I had 
called Bianchi earlier to make an 
appointment for a tour of the plant 
and museum and, when I arrived, there 
was a large banner across the front 
entrance welcoming me by name to 
Bianchi. I was then ushered into John 
Bianchi’s office, which was loaded 
with beautiful guns and leather, and 
we talked for quite a while. I’ve always 
appreciated the way I was treated that 
day so many years ago. 

BIANCHI INTERNATIONAL
3120 E. MISSION BLVD., ONTARIO, CA 9176 

(800) 347-1200

JOHN BIANCHI’S FRONTIER GUNLEATHER
P.O. BOX 2038, RANCHO MIRAGE, CA 92270

(877) 877-4704

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/PRODUCTINDEX.
HTML

The Bianchi Model 111 Cyclone (above) fully protects the 
triggerguard of the revolver, in this case a S&W Model 
1950 Target .44 Special, and can be worn strong side or 
crossdraw. The Bianchi Model 120 Covert Option (below) is 
designed to be worn inside the belt or waistband and be an 
easy-on/easy-off holster. note the generous flap to protect 
the safety and the wearer from the ivory gripped Colt 1911.

http://www.kwiksitecorp.com
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when fired in the Arisaka. It wasn’t a 
happy state of affairs.   

Then in the early 1950s, a little 
known Swedish firm, Norma 
Projektilfabrik of Amotfors, Sweden, 
began importing newly manufactured 
6.5x50 and 7.7x58 ammunition loaded 
with their steel-jacketed, Tri-Clad 
hunting bullets. That one step ignited 
an interest in foreign surplus arms that 
has only grown with time. Shooters 
suddenly began to notice those odd 
military rifles stuck in closets and 
attics. They were cheap, often free 
for the asking, and now with Norma 
taking the lead in manufacturing 
hunting ammunition for them, they 
had a useful purpose, or at the very 
least, they were fun to shoot.

Until the American market was 
penetrated, Norma was highly focused 
on supplying new and reloaded 
6.5x55 target ammunition to the 
many shooting clubs in Sweden, 
and the primer used was the Berdan. 
Switching over to the Boxer primer for 
the American market was a first for 
Norma—and as important—Norma 
was able to supply the American 
handloading market with unprimed 
brass with the added touch of drilled, 
not punched, primer holes.

American component brass 
at the time was all primed brass, 
because the primer was automatically 
inserted as one of the final machine 
operations in making cases. The 
problem with primed cases for the 
American handloader was the high 
cost of transportation through the 
Railway Express system. To keep costs 
affordable, large dealers were actually 
de-priming bulk lots of cases so they 
could ship small quantities via parcel 
post to the consumer. 

new era
Norma can take the credit for 

heralding in the era of  unprimed 
cases for American handloaders. 
Equally important, Norma began 
supplying the American handloading 

Feeding the Mausers, Lugers and 
P.38s was simple. Cartridges like the 
9mm Luger and 8mm Mauser were 
familiar trade items and often available 
at the local hardware store. What 
stumped so many potential shooters 
was foreign metric calibers many had 
never been seen before Johnny came 
marching home bearing a few, oddball 
souvenirs. 

There was also an associated 
problem you had to experience to 
appreciate. During and immediately 
after the war, sporting ammunition of 
any caliber or gauge was in extremely 
short supply, and you could simply 
forget about component brass, bullets 
or primers. When the Korean War 
arrived uninvited at our doorstep 
in 1950, the ammunition and 

component situation deteriorated for 
several years.

Yet, resting in closets, attics, garages 
and mud rooms around the country 
were tens of thousands of Japanese 
Arisakas, and there were thousands of 
young men yearning to shoot them. If  
your family didn’t own one, the going 
price for a Jap rifle was $10 to $15, but 
only the most well read shooter had 
ever heard of the 6.5x50 or 7.7x58. 

Without any ammunition to feed 
them, various attempts were made 
to make them shoot. Jap 6.5s were 
rechambered for the .257 Roberts 
case, creating the 6.5x257 wildcat. 
Handloaders began forming the 
7.7x58 cases from .30-06 brass, only 
to discover that the case head was 
undersized and swelled noticeably 

HOLT 
BODINSON

norma
The mother lode of 

milsurp ammunition.

If it weren’t for Norma’s pioneering efforts to supply us 
with some weird and wonderful metric cartridges for 

our milsurp rifles in the 1950s and ’60s, the whole field 
of military surplus arms may never have reached the 
proportions it has today. The modern surplus bonanza for 
military arms really began just after WWII when returning 
GI’s brought home hundreds of thousands of “liberated” 
rifles, shotguns, handguns and who knows what.

holt used a Schultz & Larsen in 
.358 norma Magnum to win the 
running moose competition.
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market with properly sized metric 
bullets and, later, reloading powders, 
including their sensational MRP 
Magnum powder.

The early ’60s witnessed an 
explosion in military surplus imports. 
These were the days of the $9.95 
Carcano, $13.95 Model 1911 Swiss 
rifle, $19.95 Argentine Mauser, $24.95 
Jungle Carbine, $24.95 Model 1917 
Colt or Smith & Wesson, $34.95 M40 
Russian Tokarev, $79.95 original 
Pattern 14T scoped sniper, $89.50 
Johnson and, yes, Sweden’s very own 
mint condition 6.5x55 Mauser rifles 
and carbines.

Norma didn’t miss a heartbeat. 
Overnight we had Norma ammunition, 
cases and bullets for the 6.5x52, 6.5x55, 
7.5x55, 7.62x54 and 7.65x53. As the 
brand became better known, Norma 
developed an enviable reputation for 
the quality and uniformity of their 
brass and bullets, and the accuracy 
of their ammunition. Being selected 
as the OEM manufacturer for the 
complete line of Weatherby cartridges 
didn’t hurt Norma’s reputation one bit 
either at the time.           

Recently, I had the opportunity to 
visit the Norma plant in Amotfors, 
Sweden, which is just across the 
border from Oslo, Norway. Now 
owned by RUAG of Switzerland, 
Norma focuses on civilian hunting 
and target ammunition. It currently 

occupies 4th place in worldwide 
annual production just behind 
Remington, Winchester and Federal. 

Loading 85 calibers, from the 
.222 Rem to the .505 Gibbs and 300 
different loads, the company also 
is a major player in the OEM field 
having made cases for Dakota, Jarrett, 
GECO, Nosler, Kynoch, SAKO, RWS, 
Winchester, Federal, Gehmann and 
Weatherby. Norma also now loads 
bullets from Nosler, Swift, Barnes, 
Speer, Sierra, Berger, Hornady and 
Woodleigh as well as their own lines of 
classic hunting and target bullets.

Yes, Norma’s still on top of 
military surplus cartridge offerings, 
but their increasing emphasis is on 
high performance, big game cartridges 
under the African PH line that includes 
the .375 H&H and Flanged, .404 
Jeffery, .416 Rigby and Remington, 
500/.416 N. E., .450 Rigby Rimless, 
.458 Lott, .470 N.E., .500 Jeffery, .500 
N.E. 3" and the .505 Gibbs and on 
high tech, match  target rounds like the 
6mm Norma Benchrest, 6XC, 6.5x284 
and, of course, their national icon, the 
6.5x55.

There is also a renewed emphasis 
on promoting and expanding the 
original Norma Magnum proprietary 
line, which still includes the .308 
Norma Magnum and the .358 Norma 
Magnum. In fact, I won the running 
moose competition with .358 Norma 

The norma gunroom displays a rare Colt revolving rifle presented in 1855 to Col. William F. Cody 
from Colt. If it was indeed presented in 1855, that would have made Col. Cody 9 years old!

It may look like an antique phone part, but 
norma sections brass case heads to continually 
test for hardness at multiple points.

Still going strong, milsurp Krag and Swedish 
Mausers employed as pressure gun actions.

Premium hunting ammunition is rigorously 
inspected and actually hand packaged.

A vast trove of treasure indeed! not gold, 
but the brass discs norma uses to create the 
reloadable cases for hundreds of rifle calibers.
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See our 2011 show dates online at www.elitesportsexpress.com
To book the ESE or get your products

on board, call Don at 702-528-6771

Visit one of our three traveling showrooms at a dealer near you and get your
hands on the hottest new products from today’s top manufacturers.

Magnum chambered in an elegant 
Model 68 DL, Schultz & Larsen 
sporter.

Touring the plant, I was impressed 
with the constant testing and 
gauging carried out during Norma’s 
production process. Down in the 
ballistics laboratory, you will be glad 
to know military surplus Krag and 
Swedish Mauser actions are still doing 
daily yeoman service as pressure gun 
actions. 

In a couple of days of moose 
hunting, I saw no Swedish moose 
except those being hauled out of the 
woods on a unique, Swedish, hand-
guided tractor. What did catch my eye 
was the use of suppressors on several 
of the big game rifles being carried 
afield. I was informed the suppressors 
saved one’s hearing, reduced felt recoil 
and kept the neighbors happy! 

While recently our declining dollar 
has not been kind to the retail pricing 
of Norma products, Norma is still 
the quality source for milsurp caliber 
ammunition loaded with premium 
hunting bullets as well as for premium 
quality, metric reloading components. 
Norma’s contributions to the military 
surplus community are unequalled. 
They got us shooting 60 years ago and 
have kept us shooting ever since. 

NORMA PRECISION AB
AMOTFORS, SWEDEN

BLACk HILLS SHOOTERS SUPPLY
P.O. BOX 4220

2875 S. CREEk DR., RAPID CITY, SD 57709
(605) 348-4477 

(THE NORTH AMERICAN DISTRIBUTOR FOR 
NORMA PRODUCTS. WHOLESALE ONLY, BUT 

THEIR WEBSITE IS AN INVALUABLE RESOURCE 
FOR VIEWING AVAILABLE NORMA AMMUNITION 

AND COMPONENTS.)
FOR WEB LINkS, GO TO WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.

COM/BHSHOOTERS.HTML

The use of suppressors on big game rifles is not 
uncommon in Sweden. The suppressors reduce 
recoil and noise, which keeps hunters and 
neighbors happy.
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http://www.elitesportsexpress.com
http://www.desantisholster.com
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dropped on the muzzle. If  the firing-
pin spring is weak, the firing pin can 
get up enough steam to strike the 
primer if  enough force is applied to the 
muzzle. It is a good idea to change the 
firing-pin spring when you change the 
recoil spring.

Many companies have begun to 
put firing-pin blocks in the 1911s. The 
Kimber method is one of the best, 
where depressing the grip safety frees 
the firing pin to travel. In the Colt 
Series 80 method, the trigger itself  
raised a bar to unblock the firing pin 
for travel.

safe Carry

Q:Recently, a friend and I were 
talking about 1911 autoloaders. 

I prefer a cocked-and-locked carry, 
with a round in the chamber, hammer 
back and safety on. He says he prefers 
to carry with a round in the chamber 
but the hammer down and safety off. 
The disagreement (there always is 
one isn’t there?), is I say the 
hammer down on a loaded 
round is dangerous from 
a drop or hammer strike 
and he says the grip safety 
prevents that. He says the 
chance of  sweeping off  the 
safety unawares is more 
dangerous.

Glen Thompson 
via e-mail

a: The 1911 has an 
inertial firing pin. The 

firing pin itself  is shorter than 
its tunnel in the slide and the 
full force of the blow from 
the hammer is required to 
fire the cartridge. When the 
hammer is at rest against the 
firing pin, the firing pin tip 
does not protrude or contact 
the cartridge in anyway (if  
everything is working right). 
If  the hammer is at rest 
on the firing pin and the 
pistol falls on the hammer, 
an accidental discharge is 
unlikely.

There is much greater 
chance of the gun being 
accidentally discharged as 
the hammer is being lowered 
from full cock, which is 
one of the reasons your 
friend’s method of carry is 
discouraged. As an aside, 
lowering the hammer to 1/2 
cock is even worse, because if  
the pistol is dropped on the 
hammer, the notch can break 
and the hammer can strike 
the firing pin with enough 

energy to fire the pistol.
Your method of carry, with the 

hammer cocked and the safety 
applied, is the correct way to carry 
the 1911 loaded. If you use a properly 
designed holster, there is little chance 
of the safety being scuffed off. This is 
where the grip safety comes into play, 
because the grip safety must be fully 
depressed before the pistol can fire. 
The grip safety does not do anything 
to prevent a discharge when the 
hammer is at rest.

There is a greater chance of the 
1911 accidentally discharging if  it is 

Due to the volume of mail received, GUNS 
cannot offer a personal reply. Please e-mail 
your question to ed@gunsmagazine.com or 

snail mail to: GUNS Q&A, 12345 World 
Trade Dr., San Diego, CA 92128

A 1911, such as this 4"-barreled 
Kimber CDP II is designed for cocked-
and-locked carry. This one will be on 
next month’s cover for a full review 
by Massad Ayoob, so stay tuned. The 
holster is a 1Rh in black shark trim 
by Alessi holsters (2525 Walden Ave., 
Buffalo, nY 14225, 716/706-0321). 
Photo: Joseph R. novelozo.

•	JEFF	JOHN	•
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Marketplace and associated 
vectors lead Beretta to shelve the series 
in favor of  the current polymer-rich 
Storm series. Realizing the Cougars 
had proven themselves in terms of 
functional reliability, durability and 
excellent shooting characteristics, 
the companion company, Stoeger 
Industries moved the original tooling 
to Turkey and began producing the 
pistol to the same standard of  quality 
as the originals. Reduced production 
costs resulted in a substantial 
reduction in price. 

The Stoeger product is billed as 
a “pistol designed for affordability 

the ubiquitous Polymer/Teflon bake-
on finish applied over phosphate 
used throughout the industry. It is 
standard on the Beretta M9 service 
pistols. The news of  the day of  course, 
is the recent addition of  the Cougar 
in .45 ACP. 

The Cougar .45
The .45 ACP Cougar is the first 

of the series to feature the frame-
front accessory rail—standardized 
for mounting the broad array of 
laser sights and tactical lights. It also 
pioneers a very important feature now 
being applied to the entire Cougar 
line. Whether generated by functional 
concerns or resulting from consumer 
rebellion, the plastic recoil-spring 
guide is no more. In its place is a very 
substantial stainless steel unit. The 
.45 comes in black Bruniton over the 
black anodized aluminum frame—the 
meld of finishes complementing each 
other very well. Metal work under the 
finish is without visible flaw. 

Other features are common across 
the Cougar Line. The hammer drop 
safety is ambidextrous and the 
magazine release is reversible. The 
rotating barrel concept has been 

(sic).” This does not mean the current 
Cougar is, in any respect, a second 
tier pistol. It is fully equal to top-
level service pistols selling for double 
the cost. The Stoeger Cougar entered 
the marketplace in 9x19mm and .40 
S&W, standard SA/DA with the 
other action variations optioned in 
the future. Recent variations include 
a non-glare Bruniton silver-steel slide 
with an anodized alloy matte-silver 
frame and a 2-tone style, featuring 
a matte Bruniton black-steel slide 
combined with an anodized alloy 
matte-silver frame. Bruniton, whether 
basic black or otherwise colored, is 

A reliable, affordable big-bore defensive pistol.
Mike Cumpston

The original Cougar series emerged under the Beretta 
marque in the mid 1990s as a compact alternative 

to the Model 92/M9 service pistols. It was available in 
9mm, the then-new .40 S&W, .357 SIG and .45 ACP and 
eventually a “Mini-Cougar” variation emerged. Basic fire 
controls were the same as the 92 and action variations 
included the standard DA/SA with hammer drop safety, 
hammer drop only and full-time double action. 

The Stoeger Cougar, heretofore chambered for 9x19mm and .40 S&W, is now available in .45 ACP. 
The Cougar is identical to the original Beretta series originally fielded in 1994. It has developed a 
solid reputation for ease of use, ultra reliability and durability. Now manufactured in Turkey on the 
original Beretta tooling, the Stoeger Cougar is the standout bargain among the top-quality service 
and concealment pistols.

Like the service standard Beretta M9/Model 
92, the Cougar dismounts for cleaning in mere 
seconds. With the introduction of the .45 ACP, 
the Cougar series now has a sturdy stainless 
steel guide rod supporting the recoil spring 
within the steel-action block. The rotary locking 
sequence and recoil bearing action block 
minimize recoil impact on the alloy frame.
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around for over a century and, in 
the Stoeger Cougar, is very well 
engineered. An angled slot on the 
underside of the barrel mates with 
a cam in the steel action block. The 
barrel remains aligned with the slide, 
its rotation abating some of the recoil 
impulse, which is largely absorbed 
by the breechblock instead of the 
alloy frame. The rotating barrel and 
related aspects of the design facilitates 
manufacture of the pistol in different 
calibers and are likely compatible with 
the extended service life claimed in the 
promotional material. 

The .45 has the wide body magazine 
of the same dimensions as the 9mm 
and .40 S&W. The smaller calibers 
boast enhanced magazine capacity 
due to staggered loading. The .45, 
on the other hand, while appearing 
wide-bodied is actually a single stack 
and holds 8 rounds. Dismounting the 
pistol for cleaning is, like the Model 
92, quite easy, as is reassembly, 
however, be aware it is very easy to 
feed the spring/guide rod assembly 
backwards into the action block, and 
then wonder why the thing will not go 
back together. 

Shooting
The helical barrel and its recoil 

characteristics are credited with a 
reduction in perceived recoil. The 
very favorable grip shape may actually 
play the major role but whatever 
cheerful synergy is in place, recoil is 
exceedingly soft even when shooting 
the +P CorBon loads from the 
bench. Testers frequently posit that 
the rotating barrel has a noticeable 
influence on torque during recoil. 
Some say it moderates or eliminates it 
and others say it makes it perceptibly 
more pronounced. 

In shooting the sample .45, I noted 

Viridian Green Laser C5L
The Stoeger Cougar in .45 ACP 

is the first of  the 8000 series to 
incorporate the Picatinny Accessory 
rail. Its advent on the market 
coincides with the ultra compact 
Viridian C5L Laser light—a multi-
mode programmable combination of 
green laser target designator and a 
100-lumen LED white light. The C5L 
seems tailor-made for the compact 
Cougar. The C5L supercedes the 
larger X5 series and, in addition to 
substantially reduced size, it features 
simplified operation and a battery 
compartment accessible without 
removing the unit from the weapon. 

Activation and programming are 
all accomplished by manipulation 
of  the single, large button on either 
side of  the body of  the sight. The 
buttons primarily function as an 
ambidextrous on/off  switch and, 
with ideal mounting, is just in front 
of  the triggerguard and reachable 
by either trigger finger. Depressing 
both buttons simultaneously moves 
the laser and flashlight from one 
operating mode to the next allowing 
selection ranging from laser or 

flashlight only, to both units on and 
can set either or both features on 
strobe. Depressing the buttons for 
three seconds accesses the “deep 
programming” mode and allows 
adjustment of  the pulse rates and 
the intensity of  the lumen output. 
The last selected mode of  operation 
becomes the default activated 
automatically when the shooter 
presses the “on” button. 

In subdued lighting, the C5L with 
both lamps set to strobe bids fair to 
fill any miscreant downrange of the 
display with a special sick feeling 
of dread. The green laser projects a 
visible needle beam through the dust 
and pollen and the 100-lumen light 
is strong enough to dazzle.  Shooting 
under the most adverse of bright 
daylight conditions, we found the laser 
designator to be highly visible against 
the popular deep green B27 target 
providing rapid and precise target 
acquisition out to 25 yards or so.

C5L GREEN LASER 
MAker: VIrIDIAn 

Green LASer SIGhTS
5929 BAker rD, SuITe 440

MInneTonkA, Mn 55345
(800) 990-9390

TYpE:
Laser, with constant or strobe and  

white light
BATTERY:

1 CR2, 3V Lithium
BATTERY LIFE:

4 hours (steady), 7 hours (strobe)
WEIGhT:
2.1 ounces

pRICE:
$357

The 2.1-ounce C5L mounted to the Stoeger 
8045 Cougar. The package is a prime choice 
for home defense.  The accessory kit contains 
three universal rail sets and all the tools needed 
for mounting and sighting in the unit. The on-
switch, ideally mounted, is activated by the 
right or left trigger finger without shifting the 
grip. The buttons working together govern all of 
the program modes for the unit.

The “R1 Rail Set” is generally used for the 
Springfield XD and the S&W M&P and also fits 
the Stoeger Cougar. R2 fits the Glock with rails 
or the standard Picatinny.  R3 is designated for  
“most Taurus Models.” The CR2 battery is rated 
for 4 hours with the strobe option extending it 
past 7.  The steady laser beam is considered the 
most intense and works well for bright daylight 
25-yard sight-in. Setting the laser on strobe in 
bright daylight seemed to enhance visibility.

COUGAR
MAker: SToeGer InDuSTrIeS

17603 InDIAn heAD hWy
ACCokeek, MD 20607

(800) 264-4962

CALIBER:
.45 ACP (tested, 9mm, .40 S&W)

CApACITY:
8+1

BARREL LENGTh:
3.7", chrome lined

MATERIAL:
Stainless steel slide, aluminum frame

OvERALL LENGTh:
7"

FINISh: 
Black Bruniton slide, anodized frame

WEIGhT:
32.6 ounces
SIGhTS:

Fixed 3 dot
pRICE:

$499
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function with the ammunition on 
hand. The sample gun has a 6-pound, 
single-action trigger pull, and nothing 
in my observations affirmed the claim 
the rotating barrel tends to produce 
superior accuracy. 

the pistol seems to recoil straight 
backward with little deviation in 
upward climb and no twisting effect. 
The long-standing consensus is the 
Cougars are extremely reliable and 
the sample gun delivered perfect 

This is a 5-round group fired from the isosceles stance at 25 yards. The shot at 10 o’clock in the 
center ring was double-action delivered in 1.57 seconds from the beep on Mike’s Club Timer. 
Subsequent single action shots broke at an average of 1.33 seconds. The load was a 200-grain 
Oregon Trail cast SWC over 4.5-grains of Bullseye. The offhand result wasn’t a great deal larger than 
most of Mike’s bench groups with that load. 

 The grip circumference and shape is ideally suited to medium and large hands allowing instant 
acquisition of a solid shooting grip. Systems redundancies include the highly corrosion-resistant 
Bruniton finish applied over a stainless slide and a half-cock safety notch, rendered supernumerary 
by the positive passive firing pin block.

WICKEDGRIPS.COM
The ONE....
The ONLY....

The ORIGINAL....

Creating custom, one
of a kind grip sets for

the 1911, S&W
revolvers, and the

SIG 238

Wickedgr@WICKEDGRIPS.COM

From the highest grade
woods, to our signature
custom inlays, We are a

TRUE Custom Grip Maker!

Be sure to check out our new
handgun accessory company at:

GRIPWERX.COM

810-412-4037

http://www.gripwerx.com
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Several of  the loads on hand 
produced unremarkable 25-yard 
groups verging on the euphemistic 
“Combat Accurate.” The pistol did 
like my two lead-bullet handloads 
and produced a consistent series of 
2.6" and 2.7" groups with the CorBon 
185-grain DPX load. Most loads hit 
2" to 3" to the left of  the sight setting 
but my 200-grain SWC load struck 
near dead center. (Both front and rear 
sights are dovetailed and amenable to 
windage adjustment.)

The double action is smooth and 
free of  stack but heavy and long 
compared to several other DA pistols. 
Stand-up shooting revealed both 
triggers much more user friendly than 
the measured releases suggested. My 
2-handed, 25-yard groups were only 
marginally larger than the bench 
groups with the same ammunition. 
One 5-round cluster fired in just less 
than 6 seconds measured a bit over 
4" with the double-action shot hitting 
closest to the center of  the target. At 
maximum speed—that is, shooting 
faster than my level of  competence 
at 7 and 10 yards—I tended to throw my initial double action a bit wide of 

my subsequent single-action group 
though this improved with practice 
and most of  my rounds stayed within 
the 9 ring of  the B-27 target.

Dedicated holsters for the railed 
Cougar are not yet available but, 
drawing from the basic generic-fit, 
Uncle Mikes Belt Slide demonstrated 
the hand falls naturally into a good 
shooter’s grip providing repeatable 
fast singles and pairs at close range. 
This basic rig also affords secure and 
comfortable concealment under an 
untucked sports shirt. I believe shooters 
who adopt a practical approach to 
their handgun practice will find it easy 
to deploy the Cougar with speed and 
efficiency and will properly assign it to 
the short list of optimum service and 
concealment sidearms.

For web links, go to 
www.gunsmagazine.com/stoeger.Html
www.gunsmagazine.com/ViriDian.Html
www.gunsmagazine.com/corbon.Html

.45 ACp FACTORY AMMO pERFORMANCE
 LoAD VeLoCITy enerGy GrouP SIze
 (BrAnD, BuLLeT WeIGhT, TyPe) (fPS) (fT-LBS) (InCheS)

 CorBon 185 DPX 946 368 2.6 
 CorBon 230 JHP 893 407 3.4 
 Sellier & Bellot 230 FMJ 772 304 3.9 

Notes: Groups the product of 5 rounds at 25 yards

.45 ACp hANdLOAdEd AMMO pERFORMANCE
 BuLLeT PoWDer ChArGe VeLoCITy enerGy GrouP SIze
 (BrAnD, BuLLeT WeIGhT, TyPe) (BrAnD) (GrAInS WeIGhT) (fPS) (fT-LBS) (InCheS)

 Oregon Trail 200 SWC  Bullseye 4.5 789 277 3.6 
 Meister Cast 230 RNL Bullseye 4.5 765 299 2.8 

Notes: Group size is the product of 5 rounds at 25 yards

CorBon markets a wide choice of loads that 
should fit anybody’s personal theory of stopping 
power. Both the 230-grain JHP and the 185-grain 
DPX exhibited profound expansion fired from the 
3.6" barrel of the Cougar compact and stopped 
by a water container after passing through 
a slab of lean beef brisket. The expansion is 
typical of the CorBon loads. As is often the 
case, the DPX displayed optimal accuracy from 
the test pistol.

Multiple 25-yard bench groups with the CorBon 
185-grain Deep Penetrating X-Bullet landed 
in amazing consistent 2.6" to 2.7" clusters. In 
contrast, the 230-grain standard JHP, a load 
of proven accuracy in other pistols, was prone 
toward 4" groups widened considerably by 
occasional fliers. Prospective Cougar owners 
should be aware of a tendency toward “load 
sensitivity.”

http://www.fenixlight.com


game that would mate handily with 
the familiar AR-15 lower, Remington 
engineers took a blank piece of paper, 
or should I say, computer screen, and 
went to work. 

Short Case pioneers
Remington has been in the 

centerfire, short business for a long 
time. Remember Remington’s earlier 
benchrest shorts—the .22BR, 6BR, 
7BR and .30BR? Initially, the factory 
would only sell the benchrest clan 
thin-walled, .308 Win forming brass, 
manufactured with small primer 
pockets and carrying the “BR” 
headstamp. Using forming dies and 
BR stamped brass, benchrest shooters 

branded lines of R-15s and R-25s. 
For the last couple of years, 

Remington’s R-15 has been offered in 
.223 Remington, .204 Ruger and this 
year in .450 Bushmaster while their 
beefed up R-25 (an AR-10 platform) 
has assumed the big-game slot with 
chamberings like the .243 Win, 
7mm-08 Rem and .308 Winchester. 
Designing a cartridge for deer-sized 

After Remington’s corporate 
parent, the Freedom Group, acquired 
two prominent AR makers—DPMS/
Panther Arms and Bushmaster—
something had to give and give it has. 
DPMS and Bushmaster continue to 
dish up an endless variety of intriguing 
ARs for us, while Remington has 
been the recipient of their combined 
talent and tooling with Remington’s 

holt Bodinson     photos: Robbie Barrkman

It’s short, fat, efficient, a 30-caliber, effective on light big 
game and fits in an Ar-15 rather than an Ar-10 platform. 

All that’s needed is a drum roll for the introduction of 
remington’s unique, proprietary .30 remington Ar 
cartridge now offered in their successful r-15 model. 

With both hunter and rifle dressed in 
full camo garb, the semi-automatic 
R-15 is a great calling-in rifle.

40 WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM • FEBRUARY 2011
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had to fashion their own cases. Later 
6BR and 7BR were briefly offered as 
factory brass and loaded ammunition.

Conjecture is, the parent case to 
the BR series was Frank Barnes’ 
.308x1.5" wildcat he developed in 
1961. Barnes’ .308x1.5" was simply the 
.308 case cut to 1-1/2" and reformed. It 
immediately captured my imagination, 
and it didn’t take me long to order a 
set of chambering reamers and RCBS 

loading dies for the cute, little wildcat.
I built the rifle on a SAKO action 

using a pulled-off Remington .308 
barrel. Cases were formed from .300 
Savage brass because it was thinner 
and easier to work than .308 brass. 
Loaded with 27 grains of IMR 4198 
and a 125-grain Sierra, the .308x1.5" 
would deliver sub-MOA groups out 
to 200 yards routinely. Plus the little 
wildcat was cheap to feed and a delight 

to shoot. This was before the days of 
shooter-owned chronographs, so I 
took Barnes’ word for it that this load 
was generating approximately 2,557 
fps.

Could Remington have used the 
.308x1.5" as their short .30? Yes. They 
might have even taken a second look 
at the .30BR, which is still burning up 
the benchrest circles and is now being 
formed from Lapua 6BR brass, or their 
own field-proven AR-15/16 cartridge, 
the 6.8 SPC. And there were other 
existing successful AR-compatible 
cartridges like the 6.5 Grendel, J.D. 
Jones’ .302 Whisper and maybe even 
the 7.62x39 to consider. No, Remington 
decided to create a unique, proprietary 
case, the .30 Remington AR.

According to Remington’s official 
specs, the overall length of the .30 
Remington AR case is 1.530"; rim 
diameter is large at .492"; base 
diameter is .500"; shoulder diameter 
is .488"; shoulder angle is 25 degrees; 
neck length, a generous .305", which is 
a real plus for holding bullets in place 
in a semi- or fully-automatic weapon. 

A number of involved shooters 
theorized the case was derived from 
the .450 Bushmaster, which is simply 
a chopped down .284 Win case. 
However, the only similarity the 
.30 Remington AR shares with the 
.284 Win and .450 Bushmaster is its 
base diameter of .500". No, the .30 
Remington AR is a unique case. 

Factory ballistics are 2,800 fps 
with your choice of either a 125-grain 
AccuTip, Core-Lokt or FMJ bullet. 
Currently, catalogued is a 150-grain 
Core-Lokt loading at 2,575 fps, but 
as we went to print, it was not yet 
available. In the hierarchy of big-

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM
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game cartridges, the efficient, little 
.30 Remington AR comes closest 
to the .300 Savage in terms of field 
performance.

Remington’s platform for their 
.30AR medium-game cartridge is a 
rather unique Remington R-15, which 
uses a modified .308 Win bolt head 
and barrel extension. Why was the 
R-15 platform selected rather than the 
R-25 for a 30-caliber round? Weight, 
the availability of a jillion AR-15 
accessories and being able to bring to 
the market a .30 Remington AR upper, 
existing AR-15 owners could purchase 
and fit to their lowers.

Made by DPMS, Remington’s 
dedicated R-15 Hunter model includes 
a free-floated, fluted, 22" barrel, a 
flattop receiver, a tubular fore-end, a 
bolt assist, a 4-1/2- to 5-pound single-
stage trigger, 4-round, single-stack 
magazine, a hinged triggerguard and 
trap butt. Dressed out in Realtree AP-
HD camouflage, Remington’s R-15 
Hunter is one handsome rifle and a 
truly modern sporting rifle.

Coincidentally, with the arrival of 
the R-15 Hunter, I received a brand new 
concept scope designed and marketed 
by Pride-Fowler, Inc. “Pride-Fowler” 
represents the combined thinking 
and optic designs of two world-class 

The short and squat, yet powerful, .30 
Remington AR (center) is flanked by the .308 
Winchester (left) and the .223 Remington (right).

Other classic shorts include (above, from left to right) the 7.92x33mm Kurz, 7.62x39mm, .308x1-
1/2" and now the .30 Remington AR. The Rapid Reticle 1-4x24 Close Quarter-Long Range scope 
(below) features a cramp-type range finding system. This particular version is not in the hunting 
rifle realm as are many scopes from Pride-Fowler, but its magnification range is perfect for the new 
.30 Remington AR and the round’s trajectory was close to the reticle’s hashmarks.
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shooting champions, John Pride and 
Mickey Fowler. Their specialties are 
high-quality scopes with trajectory 
and windage calibrated reticles placed 
in the first focal plane. They call their 
lines “Rapid Reticle,” and indeed 
they are. Once you’ve determined the 
range, all you do is place the numbered 
aiming point on target and squeeze. 
I’ve used the Rapid Reticle models in 
every caliber from .17 HMR to .300 
Win Mag, and I can recommend them 
highly—impressive optics, precision 
made, tough and affordable.

Their new 30mm scope, called the 
Rapid Reticle 1-4x24 Close Quarter-
Long Range, is unique. The illuminated 
reticle is calibrated for the NATO 5.56 
and 7.62 cartridges. Set at 1X and 
shot with both eyes open, the scope 
serves as a close quarters, reflex optics 
system with an incredible field of view. 
Cranked up to 4X, it uses the length 
of a human head to determine range. 
It’s a “cramp” type reticle with scaled, 
head-size boxes at the 400-, 500- and 
600-yard reticle points. You match an 
exposed head to the proper sized box 
and use that “ranged in” aiming point 
for a center-of-mass shot. Testing the 
reticle system on paper silhouettes, I 
found you had to have a very stable rest 
(I used a bipod) to accurately fit the 
profile of a head to the ranging box.

If you don’t have a laser rangefinder 
handy, it’s certainly an effective backup 
system. Like all calibrated reticle 
systems though, you must shoot the 
scope in to verify zeroes with your 
rifle and your ammunition. Usually, 
there’s a slight offset in one direction 
or another.

How’d the R-15 Hunter perform? 
Not surprisingly, the 125-grain 
AccuTip (2,669 fps) proved to be the 
most accurate load, averaging 1" to 
1-1/4" for 3-shot groups at 100 yards. 
Surprisingly, the 125-grain FMJ (2,677 
fps) averaged 1-1/4" to 1-1/2" and out 
shot the 125-grain Core-Lokt (2,625 
fps) by a 1/4" or so on a consistent 
basis. 

Recoil was minimal. The single-
stage trigger was a delight, breaking at 
4-3/4 pounds. One modification to the 
R-15 I would make immediately, would 
be to replace the existing charging 
handle with an extended design you 
can conveniently grasp and operate 
under the ocular of a scope sight. 

Going from tactical to sporting 
designs, the one challenge AR 
designers are going to have to pay 
much more attention to is weight. 
As scoped, my R-15 Hunter, fully 
loaded, weighs 10 pounds, 2 ounces 
on a Sunbeam scale. An R-25 (AR-
10 platform) could exceed that by a 
pound or two. Manufacturers need 
to begin shedding AR ounces to keep 

these reliable, accurate rifles in sporting 
trim. It’s not hard. Maybe we just need 
to trot some of those CAD-fixated 
Remington engineers up the mountain 
a time or two.

The R-15 in .30 Remington AR is 
a classic. Creating a potent 30-caliber 
cartridge for the universal AR-15 
platform was a stroke of genius. It 
was needed. It was timely, and the 
result could not have been better for 
sportsmen buying their first AR-15 
or for us enthusiasts who seem to 
accumulate an armful of uppers for 
our lowers.

For web links, go to 
www.gunsmagazine.com/remington.Html

www.gunsmagazine.com/priDeFowler.
Html

1-4X24 CQB
MAker: PrIDe-foWLer InD.

P.o. Box 4301 
SAn DIMAS, CA 91773

(909) 599-0928

pOWER:
1X-4X

TUBE dIAMETER:
30mm

EYE RELIEF:
4" (1X), 2-1/2" (4X)

RETICLE:
Illuminated, range finding, 
etched, first focal plane

EYE pIECE:
Fast focus

AdJUSTMENTS:
1/4 MOA

BATTERY:
1 CR2032 3V 

LENGTh:
11-1/2"

WEIGhT:
14 ounces
pRICE: 
1,299.99

R-15
MAker: reMInGTon ArMS 

CoMPAny, InC.
P.o. Box 700 

MADISon, nC 27025
(800) 243-9700

ACTION TYpE:
Semi-auto, direct gas impingement

CALIBER:
.30 Remington AR

CApACITY:
4+1

BARREL LENGTh:
22"

OvERALL LENGTh:
40-1/4"

WEIGhT:
7-1/2 pounds (unloaded) 

FINISh:
Realtree AP-HD camo

SIGhTS:
None, Picatinny rail provided

STOCK:
Polymer
pRICE:
$1,255

http://www.kwiksitecorp.com
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The most common notion is iron 
sights are inaccurate. Proof to the 
contrary occurs each year during the 
1,000-yard shooting competitions for 
the Wimbledon and Leech Cups held 
at Camp Perry, Ohio. The Wimbledon 
is shot with rifles using “any sight,” 
meaning scopes, while the Leech is 
iron-sight only.

First everyone in the competition 
shoots, then the top scorers compete 
in a shoot-off. A perfect total score, 

the reticle provides a sharp, precise 
aiming point—but this doesn’t 
mean irons are obsolete. Despite the 
development of modern lens coatings 
that repel water, iron sights work 
better than scopes in really nasty 
weather, especially when hunting in 
thick woods where trees constantly 
drop wet pine needles and leaves or 
dump snow all over our scope. 

Backups
Irons are also very useful backups. 

Despite increased reliability, scopes 
are the most delicate part of a hunting 
rifle. Most of us don’t carry a spare 
scope in our daypack, but if  our rifle 
is equipped with both iron sights and 
a detachable scope, when the scope 

combining the two stages, would 
be 300 points. If  iron sights are so 
inaccurate, we’d expect Leech Cup 
scores to be much lower—but they 
aren’t. In the five years from 2006-
2010 the Wimbledon (scope) winner 
averaged 298.6 points, while the Leech 
(irons) winner averaged 297.6 points, 
a difference of about 1/3 of 1 percent.

Even so, scopes are normally a 
better hunting choice than irons. They 
allow us to see the animal better, and 

John Barsness

Telescopic sights have dominated rifle shooting for so 
long many American hunters have never even fired a 

rifle without a scope. This explains why so many have vast 
misconceptions about what are usually called “iron sights.”

Iron SIGhTS for hunTInG rIfLeS.

This old caribou bull was taken at over 300 yards 
with a pre-’64 Winchester Model 70 in .270, and a 
Lyman aperture sight. The .270 shoots just as flat 
with iron sights as it does with a scope.

SIGhTS, ThAT IS.
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breaks we can simply switch to irons.
Also, if  anything goes wrong with 

iron sights we’ll immediately see it. 
In contrast, scopes often act like 
teenagers, carrying inner secrets. The 
first suggestion of any problem comes 
when we take an easy shot at a deer 
and miss.

Aside from practicality, there are 
certain esthetics to iron sights on a 
hunting rifle. First, a scopeless rifle 
will normally weigh at least a pound 
less. This doesn’t mean much when 
sitting in a treestand, but does when 
carrying one all day, especially when 
still-hunting thick woods where the 
rifle should be in our hands, not 
slung across our back. And some 
rifles just look or feel wrong with a 
scope. Certainly a lever-action .30-30 
was never meant to be scoped, even 
though these days many are inflicted 
with 3-9X variables. 

Freedom In Sturdiness
There’s also a certain freedom 

in using iron sights. You don’t have 
to worry about banging a scope on 
the landscape, or cleaning lenses. 
I’ve taken iron-sight-only rifles on 
expensive hunts in Canada and 
Alaska. In Canada the rifle was rained 
on constantly during a search for 
caribou, but I never even covered the 

aperture sight on my .270. In Africa 
I didn’t have to wipe dust off  lenses 
every day, or shoot the rifle now and 
then to see if  constant bouncing in 
the Land Cruiser had shaken the zero. 
Instead I just went hunting, without 
worrying about a relatively fragile 
contraption of glass, tiny screws and 
thin aluminum. 

Master The Rifle
There’s also the notion of the 

late Col. Jeff  Cooper, who I became 
acquainted with in his later years. 
Jeff  firmly believed nobody was a 
complete master of the rifle unless 
they were competent with iron sights. 
For most scopes-only hunters this 
is a huge leap of faith. They’re used 
to aiming with a precise reticle and 
simply don’t believe that the bullet 
will land where a relatively crude front 
sight is pointing. 

This mistaken notion is curable. 
The first rule of iron sights is the 
target should contrast with the sights. 
Most of today’s paper targets are 
designed for scopes. Sometimes they 
even have blaze-orange bull’s-eyes, 
a mediocre choice even for a 4-12X 
scope, but almost impossible with 
typical hunting irons. This is because 
the front sight is normally white or 
some pale metallic color, such as 

gold, because most game animals are 
relatively dark. 

Neither color of front sight 
provides sufficient contrast on a 
mostly white target.

The traditional solution has been 
to “smoke” the sight with a match or 
candle, holding the flame below the 
sight, leaving a dark film over the pale 
sight. After sighting-in the smoke-
film is wiped off. The trouble with 
this technique is that some of today’s 
“iron” sights have plastic beads, and 
plastic tends to melt near flame.

Another solution is a sight hood, 
a piece of sheet-steel forming a cover 
for the front sight. Hoods both protect 

If a rifle is set up so that it fits like a shotgun, very quick and accurate close-range shooting can be 
done by aiming only with the front sight. This water buffalo (above) was in cover so thick it couldn’t 
be seen until John was within 17 yards. On one safari, John’s primary rifle was a .375 H&H Ruger No. 
1 (right) equipped with an NECG aperture sight. It took six animals, including Cape buffalo.



green and yellow are also common. 
Unless we’re color-blind, a red fiber-
optic bead stands out against any 
background.

Some hunters prefer a flat-topped 
blade for a front sight, claiming it 
allows more precise allowance for 
elevation. This is true—if we can 
plainly see the top of the blade. Some 
of us can’t, especially in the dim light 
of piney woods. Plus, I don’t know of 
any fiber-optic front sight that comes 
in blade form.

Bead sights have the advantage of 
being very easy to use, particularly at 
close range: Just put the round bead 
where the bullet should go and pull 
the trigger. This is probably the main 
reason hunters who go after animals 
in thick cover prefer bead sights, often 
big beads. 

Beads also provide a method of 
quick range estimation. Let’s say the 
sight on our rifle measures the typical 
3/32" in diameter. If  our rifle is a 
typical bolt-action with a 24" barrel, 
at 100 yards this bead will apparently 
cover (“subtend”) about 10".

A typical buck deer’s chest 

and shade the front sight, making it 
darker. This is good when shooting at 
paper but not so good when shooting 
at game—though a detachable hood is 
still handy when going back and forth 
from paper to game.

Few front sights come with 
detachable hoods these days, but a 
temporary hood can easily be made 
out of cardboard or even target paper, 
and attached with tape. I always carry 
a roll of masking tape in my range 
kit anyway, for taping targets to the 
backstop.

Another solution is to use a dark 
target with a pale bull’s-eye. A sheet 
of black paper, with a small circle 
or square of pale paper taped in the 
middle, works very well. You can even 
make the bull’s-eye out of masking 
tape.

Yet another solution is to use a 
front sight that contrasts with either 
a dark or pale target. This is probably 
the place to point out “iron” sights 
aren’t usually made of iron, though 
they’re often made of steel. These days 
the beads on front sights are often 
fiber-optic. Red is most popular, but 

measures 16" from top to bottom. If  
a 3/32" front bead appears smaller 
than a deer’s chest, then the deer is 
something like 150 yards away—and 
well within iron-sight range. If  the 
front sight appears larger than the 
deer’s chest, then the deer is 200+ 
yards away, a long shot with iron 
sights for most hunters.

Aiming point
Another advantage of a bead sight 

is that, unlike a blade, a bead provides 
more than one aiming point. Only the 
top of a blade sight is typically used 
for sighting: The shooter uses the 
classic “6 o’clock” hold, placing the 
flat top of the blade at the bottom of 
the bull’s-eye.

A bead, on the other hand, can 
be either used with a 6 o’clock hold 
or sighted so the bullet lands in the 
middle of the bead. Middle-of-the-
bead sighting is most commonly used 
for close-range hunting, but a 6 o’clock 
sighting at close range also becomes a 
middle-of-the-bead sighting at longer 
range.

An example is an iron-sighted 
hunt I made for caribou in Quebec. 
My rifle was a pre-’64 Model 70 
Winchester chambered in .270. The 
front sight was the factory “gold” 
bead and the rear sight a steel Lyman 
48, at one time the most popular 
aperture sight in America. I sighted-
in the rifle at 100 yards, so that 
handloads with 150-grain Hornady 
Spire Points grouped 2" above the top 
of the bead. (Five 3-shot groups, by 
the way, averaged 1.49" in diameter. 
This is not the 1/2" many 21st century 
hunters apparently believe necessary 
for hunting big game, but for most 
of the 20th century 1-1/2" accuracy 

Receiver sights like this old Lyman were at one 
time very popular on hunting rifles—and they 
still work today.

There are still places where basic tools 
like axes and Marlin lever actions are 
used as is, right from the factory.

Utah gunsmith D’Arcy Echols fitted these NECG 
express sights to John’s .375 H&H. Both feature 
a red fiber-optic bead.
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was considered plenty good, even for 
pronghorns at 400 yards.)

The bead subtended around 8" at 
100 yards. An average caribou bull 
measures around 21" to 22" from 
top to bottom of the chest, so the 
front sight on the Model 70 would 
completely “cover” a bull’s chest 
at around 250 yards. With the rifle 
sighted-in 2" high at 100 yards, the 
bullets landed close to the top of the 
bead anywhere out to 250 yards, and 
in the middle third of the bead from 
275 to 350 yards. 

The migration hadn’t started yet 
and caribou were scarce. Several days 
into the hunt I finally found a very old 
bull with stumpy antlers. I like caribou 
meat too much to go home without 
any, and also had a second tag, just in 
case a real trophy showed up later. So 
I lay down on a tundra ridge and held 
the bead on the bull’s chest. The bead 
appeared a little larger than his chest, 
indicating a range of over 300 yards, 
so I centered the entire bead right on 
his ribs and pulled the trigger. 

At the shot he turned and started 
trotting away, but in the same moment 
I heard the thump of the bullet 
striking his chest. I wanted to be sure, 
so placed another shot in the middle 
of his rump, between the steaks. He 
went down and stayed down, and it 
took over 350 long paces to reach him.

That’s the longest game shot I’ve 
ever made (or attempted) with iron 
sights, but I’ve taken many other 
animals out to 200 yards or so. Out 
to 200 yards, using iron sights isn’t 
all that different than shooting with 
scopes as long as there’s sufficient 
light to see the sights, despite the 
objections of hunters who’ve never 
really used irons. 

Too Fuzzy?
The two most common objections 

are “the rear sight’s fuzzy” and “the 
front sight covers the animal.” The 
reason I’ve emphasized the front sight 
so heavily is that’s what we use to aim. 
If  we can see the front sight and the 
target clearly, then precise shooting is 
relatively easy. The rear sight can be 
very fuzzy, but that doesn’t matter as 
long as we can see equal amounts of 
light on each side of the front sight.

An aperture (peep) sight is more 
easily used than an open-rear sight 
because we look through the fuzzy 
hole at the front sight, but even people 
on the far side of 40 can use open-rear 
sights if  they just accept that the sight 
will be somewhat out of focus. I’m 
58, and use open sights for shooting 
small varmints every year here in 
Montana, usually with my Winchester 
Model 62A .22 rimfire, and can still 
hit ground squirrels and prairie dogs 

consistently out to 50 or more yards. 
This practice makes shooting deer (or 
really big game, such as Cape buffalo) 
relatively easy.

However, placing the rear sight 
further forward on the barrel can help. 
This makes the sight radius smaller, 
theoretically reducing accuracy, but 
also makes the sight less fuzzy. This 
makes up for any theory.

No, the front sight does not cover 
up an animal, not unless we’re using 
it wrong. If  the animal is very small, 
such as a rabbit or prairie dog, then 
we aim with the very top of the sight, 
using the 6 o’clock hold. If  we’re 
hunting big game the bead only covers 
part of the animal. We only think it’s 
covering up too much animal because 

we’re scope-wimps, used to being able 
to aim at one particular hair with a 
fine reticle. The vital area of a deer is 
a lot bigger than one hair. All we have 
to do is put a bullet in the middle of a 
deer’s ribs, not part hair.

Plus, when hunting either small or 
large game with iron sights, we should 
be shooting with both eyes open. This 
allows us to still see the entire animal 
with our “off” eye, even if  the bead 
apparently covers a caribou’s chest.

It used to be universally accepted 
that iron sights were quicker than 
scopes, though as more shooters 
switched to scopes, they discovered 
that a single sharp aiming point made 
scopes faster. However, if  the stock of 
our rifle fits like a shotgun’s, extremely 

Many older German rifles featured built-in, 
flip-up tang sights for more accurate aiming 
at longer ranges, such as this double rifle in 
9.3x74R (left) and hammer drilling in 12 gauge 
and .30-30 (right).

So many Savage 99s were made during a century 
of production that several companies still make 
iron sights. The rifle in the rear has an XS Sights 
receiver sight, while the rifle in front has a 
Marble tang sight.

Fifty years ago scopes weren’t nearly as reliable as they are now. Many hunters used detachable 
mounts so they could switch to iron sights, as with this old Savage 99 (above). Some even had 
scopes mounted high enough so they could switch to irons without even removing the scope, as on 
this Mauser-action sporter built by Bill Sukalle (below).
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quick shooting can be accomplished 
by aiming only with a bead front 
sight. I set up my CZ .416 Rigby 
this way, rasping down the Bavarian 
comb of the buttstock until my eye 
lined up with the sights, every time 
the rifle came to my shoulder. With 
this rifle I can hit a softball-sized rock 
every time out to 50 yards, simply 
by mounting the rifle like a shotgun 
and concentrating on the front bead. 
This came in very handy during an 
encounter with a wounded water 
buffalo, in brush so thick I couldn’t 
see the buffalo until it was 17 yards 
away. So yes, iron sights still have 
definite uses in the 21st century.
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Iron sights are coming back somewhat these 
days. The Ruger Hawkeye African model 
features very good front (above) and rear sights.

Since 2004, the patented Rapid Reticle Ballistic Reticle System by PFI has helped riflemen shoot multiple distances without 

manual adjustments and zeroing only once.  Combat tested and renowned by militaries, law enforcement teams, and competition 

shooters across the globe, the Rapid Reticle family of optics makes shooting long distances easier than ever.  Although many 
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ThaT’s savage accuracy.
When James Italiano of Mission Viejo, CA cuts the deck, he likes to show off a little bit. He uses his Savage

Model 12 F-Class target rifle to split them edge-to-edge at 100 yards. Of course every one of our 

hunting guns has that Savage target-gun heritage built in; like the new Model 10 Predator Hunter 

Max 1 with AccuStock. This revolutionary system gives you the same stability and bedding of a 

target gun in a lightweight field gun. Best of all, it makes coyotes fold like a bad hand.

Card courtesy of James Italiano, Mission Viejo, CA

http://www.savagearms.com
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If  such ever did happen, it was an 
accident. WWII sniper scopes were 
weak in power. In the European 
Theater of  Operations (ETO) they 

allow at best a decent aim point on a 
human body at modest to moderate 
ranges. Perhaps the most limiting 
factor in WWII sniper marksmanship 
was the issue ammunition was just 
not of  high enough quality in many 
cases. 

Last summer, I traveled to 
Nebraska for some special shooting 
with my friend Dave Emary, 
ballistician at Hornady. We are both 
into WWII history, and, between the 
two of us, we rounded up a variety 
of  sniper rifles to test fire. Some were 
all-originals, some were facsimiles 
and some combinations thereof. 
For instance, my German K98k 
with Zf41 1.5X scope is an as-issued 
German rifle, even shown in the book 
Backbone Of The Wehrmacht Volume 
II. However, its original scope was 
too dim to use, so I’ve fitted it with a 
modern replica from Numrich Arms. 

In Nebraska, Dave has access to 
a private rifle range all the way to 
1,000 yards. We had suitable rifles 
and a nice place to shoot. The trick 
was to find proper ammunition. From 
prior experience with modern ammo, 
we knew the rifles collectively were 
capable of  good accuracy. What about 
wartime production ammunition? 
With some difficulty we searched 
out some modest amounts of  proper 
military ammunition dating either 
from the 1939-1945 period, or in the 
case of  the ’06s, we used some from 
the Korean War. 

Has such old ammo deteriorated? 
That’s where Dave being a ballistician 
was beneficial. He test fired our 
vintage military loads for pressure 
and velocity in the lab. The results can 
be seen in his charts. The .303-British 
stuff  gave some problems in the form 
of hangfires. Therefore we pulled 
powder and bullets from the .303s and 
reloaded it in Winchester brass primed 
with Federal 210s. Nothing really 
changed in the rifle’s performance, 
so we attribute its relatively mediocre 
showing to the quality of  the bullets. 
For comparison, in a couple of  ’06 

ranged from a mere 1.5X with the 
German’s Zf41 to 4X, with that same 
nation’s ZF4. Coupled with coarse 
crosshairs and/or post reticles, such 

World War ii sniper rifles—how good were they?

Meets

Mike “duke” venturino & dave Emary
photos: Yvonne venturino

A couple of very popular World War II movies would have 
viewers think that a sniper could put a bullet right 

through his enemy’s rifle scope. Such was shown in both 
Enemy At The Gates and Saving Private Ryan made in the 
1990s. not! It’s hollywood nonsense. 

For the British test, Duke provided an original No. 4, Mk I (T) sniper rifle with original a 3.5X No. 32 
scope in .303 British.

Duke’s rebuilt US M1903 .30-06 is fitted with a 3X Leatherwood scope (top) and the original German 
K98k 8mm Mauser is fitted with Numrich reproduction 1.5X Zf41 scope. 

Duke’s US sniper rifles include an original US M1903A4 with original 2.5X Weaver 330 scope (top) 
and a new reproduction by the Gibbs Rifle Company of the M1903A4 with reproduction 2.5X scope. 
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caliber rifles we fired some Hornady 
match ammo.

Being true-blue Americans, Dave 
and I both thought the Springfield 
’06s would be the top dogs in this little 
exercise. We felt German rifles would 
be next. Then the crudely made and 
finished .303 British and 7.62x54mm 
Russian rifles would vie for last place. 

Again, not! Indeed the Brit No. 

4(T) .303 did end up in last place. 
Reliable hits on a man-size target 
could not happen past 300 yards. 
That could possibly be the fault of 
the hangfires. The big disappointment 
was with our Springfields. With some 
of the ammunition tried, they would 
not reliably stay on a man-size target 
past 300 yards. Only once—with 
my ’03 Springfield fitted with a 3X 

Leatherwood scope—did we get 
precision suitable to 500 yards. The 
German K98k rifles did relatively 
well. Mine, with its tiny 1.5X Zf41 
scope, shot a 6" group at 300 yards. 
I tried it at 400 yards, but because 
of  aiming problems the result was a 
huge 20" group. 

The top shooting rifle/ammo 
combination was that crude Mosin/
Nagant Model 91/30 with 3.5X PU 
telescope. At the distance of  600 
yards, it still delivered a 7" group. 
Then, just moments before I had to 
start driving back to Montana, Dave 
teamed up with his friend and our 
host Truman Burch to shoot at a 44" 
steel plate at 1,000 yards. Both of 
those gents are Camp Perry match 
shooters, so Truman called wind as 

Even with mildly defective original .303 British 
military issue ammunition, the No.4, Mk I (T) 
sniper rifle performed fairly well out to 300 yards.

The original US Model 1903A4 shot poorly at 300 
yards with original M2 ball issue ammunition 
dated 1953, with a 3-shot group of 17.5".

Original US Military ammo shot poorly overall. 
To ascertain the true accuracy potential of 
some of the .30-06 rifles they were fired with 
new Hornady match ammunition. This group was 
fired at 300 yards with the Gibbs reproduction 
US Model 1903A4.

The original German K98k 8mm with much clearer 
optics of the Numrich reproduction 1.5X Zf41 
scope delivered good accuracy at 200 yards.

Dave Emary’s original Soviet Model 91/30 
7.62x54mm sniper rifle with original Soviet 
PU 3.5X scope was the star performer of their 
project.

Using the Soviet Model 91/30 with 3.5X PU scope, Dave Emary made four consecutive hits on this 
44" steel plate at 1,000 yards with friend Truman Burch spotting for him.

TEST RIFLES
 MoDeL CALIBer SCoPe PoWer

 UK No. 4 (T) .303 British No. 32 3.5X 
 USA M1903 Springfield (dated 3-42) .30-06 Leatherwood 3X 
 USA Remington M1903A4 (dated 4-43) .30-06 Weaver 330C 2.5X 
 Gibbs M1903A4 (repro) .30-06 Repro 330C 2.5X
 German K98k AC42 8x57mm Numrich Zf41 1.5X 
 German K98, BCD 45, (Krieger barrel) 8x57mm Numrich ZF4  4X 
 USSR Mosin/Nagant Model 91/30 (Ishvisk 1944) 7.62x54Rmm  PU 3.5X 
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Dave shot. To my utter amazement, 
once Dave put a bullet on steel, he 
kept them there for three more tries. 
Those four shots were in 16"—with a 
1944-dated rifle, original optics and 
1945-dated ammunition. 

So there’s one bit of  WWII sniper 
lore that seems perfectly true. That is 
that the Soviet Union was the only 
combatant nation of  the ETO to 
enter hostilities with a fully developed 
sniper program.—Duke Venturino    

The Test—dave Emary 
I have always been keenly 

interested in WWII firearms, 
particularly sniper rifles and their 
employment. My father served in 
the 101st Airborne 506th regiment in 
WWII from Holland until the end of 
the war. It came as a surprise to me 

of  shooting. He then stated no one 
ever did it. I asked how he used the 
rifle in combat and at what distances 
he engaged targets. He stated most of 
his shooting was at 150 yards or less 
and he never would have considered 
taking a shot beyond 200 yards 
against somebody who would shoot 
back.

In order to try and establish what 
was reasonably expected of  WWII 
European Theater of  Operations 
sniper rifles, we wanted to be as 
authentic as possible, including the 
ammunition. We encountered all 
kinds of  information, such as snipers 
preferred AP ammo because it was 
more accurate, or Denver arsenal 
ammunition was more accurate and 
coveted by snipers, or British snipers 
preferred Winchester manufactured 

about 10-years ago, when he told me 
he trained in England with a scoped 
Springfield and jumped into combat 
in Holland with it as the first scout 
for I Company.

Several years ago, I finally got 
my father to relate some of  his 
experiences with sniping in WWII. 
From his description of  the rifle and 
scope it was a 1903A4 with either 
the Weaver 330C or M73 scope. 
He said there was never any special 
ammunition, just whatever they 
had—ball or armor piercing (AP). 
He had zeros to 500 yards, but most 
of  his practice was 300 yards and 
closer. He said all the guys training 
with the scoped Springfields felt if  
they could ever fire three shots at 100 
yards and cover them with a quarter, 
they would have reached the Mecca 

AMMUNITION 
 CALIBer BuLLeT TyPe VeLoCITy PreSSure
 (TyPe or DATeD) (WeIGhT, GrAInS, STyLe) (fPS) (PSI)

 .303 British 1943 Mk VII 175 FMJ flatbase 2,498 50,100 
 .30-06 Denver 1943 150 M2 FMJ  (No pressure testing, limited quantity)

 .30-06 Lake City 1944 162 M2 FMJ-AP 2,800  61,600
 .30-06 Lake City 1953 150 M2 FMJ 2,740 50,300 
 8x57mm German 1940 & 1945 (steel case)  198 FMJBT 2,494 50,000
 7.62x54Rmm Russian, 1945 147 FMJBT 2,832 41,400*
 7.62x54Rmm Bulgarian 1953 147 FMJBT (No pressure testing done)

Notes: *Pressure measured in Copper Units of Pressure (CUP)

http://www.lasermax.com
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ammunition, etc. We found some 
of  the information seemed to have 
credence in our small test sample and 
some was likely false.

The details of  the ammunition we 
test fired are in the table. Most of  it 
was fired in SAAMI specification 
test barrels and found to be within 
specs for the ammunition. It should 
be noted the .30-06 AP was loaded 
to significantly higher pressures 
than the M2 ball. Although the AP 
ammunition tested over the SAAMI 
spec of  60,000 psi maximum average 
pressure; the original military 
specification called for a maximum 
operating pressure for AP of 
approximately 64,000 psi. (From this 
I would not recommend a regular diet 
of  AP ammunition through a prized 
collector-grade M1 Garand.) Except 
for the comments made by Mike in 
his section of  this article concerning 
the hangfires with .303 British, we 
encountered no functioning problems 
with any of  the ammunition.  

Regarding the actual shooting test, 
all groups fired were 3-shot groups 
unless otherwise noted. This is a very 
limited test. We didn’t necessarily set 
out to do a definitive test, but more to 
establish a baseline for what could be 
expected from the various weapons 
and ammunition combinations. Our 
criteria was, when we could no longer 
hold on a human-size silhouette we 
had essentially reached the end of 
the effective range of  the rifle and 
ammunition for sniping purposes. 
Most of  the .30-06 rifles were tested 
with current match ammunition to 
show their true accuracy potential.

Summing up, several things are 
obvious when looking at the results. 
First, wind drift certainly made some 
groups larger. Several showed the 
windage component of  the group 

was much larger than the elevation 
component. We tried to avoid 
shooting in gusts but time constraints 
did not allow for serious wind doping. 
In addition, most of  the scopes are 
not capable of  doing serious dialing 
for windage adjustments. 

Limitations
American and British snipers 

were very limited by the ammunition 
available to them. It is unlikely either 
did much serious work beyond 400 
yards unless an exceptional lot of 
ammunition was encountered. My 
father’s words of not considering 
shots beyond 200 yards were probably 
pretty close to the mark.

The German snipers appear to 
have had access to more accurate and 
uniform performing ammunition than 
American or British snipers. The Zf41 
mounted K98k was limited by the 
1.5X optic. Out to 300 yards it proved 
very useable and deadly accurate, 
but beyond that its post completely 
covered a human size silhouette. 
The ZF4 4X-mounted K98 provided 
very good accuracy to 400 yards and 
would certainly have been effective on 
a man-size target to between 500 and 
600 yards. It would appear as though 
the German sniper had a significant 
effective range advantage on his 
American or British counterpart. 
Likely German wartime ammunition 
also varied but the two samples we 
had represented early and late war 
production. It tested very uniformly 
for us in both accuracy and point of 
impact.

This is a view of the range used for this test, 
looking over the top of Duke’s German K98k with 
Zf41 1.5X scope. 

This elevated bench allowed shooting 
all the way to 1,000 yards. 

The original military issue ammunition from 
either World War II or the Korean War Duke and 
Dave Emary used for this informal test included 
(from left to right) US .30-06, USSR 7.62x54Rmm, 
British .303 and German 8x57mm Mauser.

Duke with Dave Emary at the shooting bench. 
The rifle, which proved to be the best of the 
bunch as far as accuracy at longer range with 
original ammunition, is an original Soviet Model 
91/30 with PU 3.5X scope.



http://www.americanhandgunner.com/TRvids.html
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The results we obtained with the 
Russian 91/30 PU 3.5X and our 1945 
sample of ammunition were stunning 
to us. We did not expect such good 
performance from what looks to be 
a rather crude rifle and scope. The 
trigger takes considerable getting used 
to, as it is more like a cannon lanyard 
than a trigger. That aside, with some 
familiarization, this system is capable 
of serious long-range sniping. Even 
today with good ammunition it would 
be a formidable sniper rifle. A Soviet 
sniper certainly would have enjoyed 
considerable success to 600 yards and 
would probably have been deadly to 
ranges on the order of 800 yards with 
some regularity.—Dave Emary
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ShOOTING TEST 
 AMMUNITION RIFLE
 RANGE GROUp SIZE 
 (YARdS) (INChES)
 .303 British MK VII No. 4 (T) 
 200 5.75
 300 8
 400 16
 .30-06 LC M1903,  
 1953 Ball M2 Leatherwood 3X
 200 7
 300 10
 400 5.75*
 500 5*

*Different box of ammunition than 200 and 300 yards
 .30-06 Hornady  M1903, 
 M1 Garand Match Leatherwood 3X
 300 2.5
 .30-06 LC Remington 
 1953 Ball M2 M1903A4
 200 5.25
 300 17.5
 .30-06 LC Gibbs
 1953 Ball M2 M1903A4
 200 5
 300 9.5
 400 8
 500 16 
Notes: 200 and 300 yards were the same box of ammuni-

tion, 400 and 500 were each different boxes of ammunition
 Denver 1943 Ball M2 Gibbs M1903A4
 200 2.75
 300 7
 400 11
 Hornady M1 Gibbs
 Garand Match M1903A4
 300 1.25 
 8x57mm K98k
 1945-dated Ball Zf 41 1.5X
 200 6.25
 300 6
 400 20

Note: At 400 yards it was nearly impossible to 
see the human size target, aiming was very difficult.

 8x57mm K98
 1940-dated Ball ZF4 4X
 200 2.25
 300 5
 400 8
 500 12
 7.62x54Rmm Mosin/Nagant
 Russian, 1945 91/30 PU 3.5X
 200 4
 300 4.75
 400 5.25
 500 10
 600 7
 1,000 16 (4 shots)

Notes on Test Conditions: Lexington, Neb.: Elevation 
2,350', Temp: 70 to 83 degrees F, Winds: Full value cross 
wind 15 to 25 mph at 200 and 300 yards; 6 to 12 mph at 
400 yards; 3 to 8 mph at 500 to 1,000 yards. (Out to 500 
yards no effort was made to make wind calls. We tried 
to shoot in the nominal condition and not to shoot in big 
gusts or let offs.)

http://www.brownells.com
http://www.oldwestreproductions.com
http://www.gunsmagazine.com
http://www.blade-tech.com
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When you’re done with your 
chores, both knives tuck away nicely 
into a heat-formed Kydex sheath 
that can be carried on the belt or 
packed away. The Wind Runners 

feature Tactical Gray hybrid powder-
coated steel blades (the small model 
in 440C stainless, the larger in 1095 
carbon steel) with durable black and 
white G-10 laminate handles, and the 
styling looks great to boot. The XL 
has a beefy blade thickness of 1/4", 
the smaller Wind Runner checks in 
at 3/16", so there’s plenty of cutting 
power behind each knife. 

TOPS offers the set for $258, a 
savings of $63 if  bought separately.  
If  you’re a member of the Twofer 
Club, the Wind Runner set can do 
everything you need and with just 
one sheath to deal with you won’t be 
grappling around looking for the right 
knife when duty calls.

For web links, go to 
www.gunsmagazine.com/toPskniVes.Html

•  P A T  C O V E R T  •

TWO FOR ThE TRAIl
TOPS’ Wind Runners are two handy 

knives in one sheath.

I’m one of a group of knife nuts who believe in the 
“Twofer Rule” of toting more than one knife in the field: 

a large one for heavy duty chores and a smaller one for 
finesse work. TOPS Knives’ Wind Runners duo fits the 
rule to a “T,” combining two hard-working knives on one 
easy-to-pack or carry sheath. The heavy cutter of this 
fixed-blade pair is the Wind Runner XL, 9.8" of knife with 
5.25" of that in deep-bellied re-curved blade. The identical 
but smaller Wind Runner is 6.4" in length with a 3" cutting 
edge. You can use the big guy for man-sized cutting 
chores like chopping and butchering, and the little fellow 
for detail work such as shaving, skinning and notching. 
Add to that the fact that the Wind Runners can handle a 
camp full of grub preparation and this is one versatile set.

WINd RUNNER dUO
MAKeR: TOPS KnIveS 

(TAcTIcAL OPeRATIOnAL PROducTS)
P.O. BOX 2544

IdAhO FALLS, Id 83403
(208) 542-0113

  Wind RunneR XL
 Blade material: 440C 1095 
 Blade length: 3" 5-1/4"
 Overall length: 6.4" 9.8"
 Weight: 3 ounces 12 ounces
 ScaleS: G-10 G-10
 Sheath: Kydex Kydex

Price: $258 FOR THE PAIR

TOPS’ Wind Runners big and little one-sheath-
totes-all duo can cover a broad range of 
fieldwork. At top is the XL model, at bottom 
the standard Wind Runner. The sheath is made 
from Kydex.
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Potterfields Donate 
$250,000 to Missouri 
Junior Trapshooters 

Larry and Brenda Potterfield of 
MidwayUSA recently donated 

$250,000 to the Foundation for the 
Junior Trapshooters of Missouri, Inc. 

“Thanks to generous support 
from people like Larry and Brenda 
Potterfield, the Foundation for the 
Junior Trapshooters will continue to 
serve as a youth shooting program 
for Missouri,” says William Fienup, 
Foundation President. “This donation 
from the Potterfields and MidwayUSA 
will help us accomplish our vision of 
developing young trapshooters, the 
future of our sport.” 

Continuing a long-standing tradition of 
supporting the shooting sports, Larry and 
Brenda Potterfield donated $250,000 to 
the Foundation for the Junior Trapshooters 
of Missouri.

Established in 1967, the 
Foundation for the Junior Trap 
Shooters of  Missouri was created 
to fund instruction and training of 
trapshooting to Missouri youth and 
also assists with shooting supplies 
and safety training. The Foundation 
is associated with the Missouri 
Trapshooters Association in Linn 
Creek, Mo., where hundreds of  young 
Missourians experience and learn the 
sport of  trapshooting each year. 

Larry Potterfield, Founder and 
CEO of MidwayUSA remarked, 
“Brenda and I are excited to 
support Junior Trapshooters. This 
organization, in our home state, is 
focused on developing tomorrow’s 
shooters today. Changing the future 
requires us to make the commitment 
in time and money to support these 
efforts, and Brenda and I are pleased 
we can help.”

For more information about the 
Potterfields or MidwayUSA, please 
visit www.midwayusa.com or call 
(800) 243-3220.

$28.2M Rifle Contract
Remington Arms has won a 5-year, 

$28.2 million contract for upgrade 
work on 3,600 M24 sniper rifles, the 
Utica Observer-Dispatch reports. 

Open Carry Still 
Dangerous—
Even Where 

“Legal.”
Officer: “Look guy, just show 

some ID and that just proves who 
you are.”

Brewster: “Open carry is legal 
in Washington... Unless you have 
reasonable articulable suspicion to 
detain me, you don’t need to request 
ID.”

“In the end,” KING 
5 News informs us, 
“Brewster showed his 
ID. Deputies did not 

detain him.”
The official response? “If they’re 

carrying guns around, there’s a 
strong possibility that somebody is 
going to come talk to them.”

Police are free to do that—as 
long as it’s understood we’re free 
to not talk back. That’s not how 
some Wisconsin open carriers at a 
restaurant were treated, though.

“When police arrived,” the 
Milwaukee-Wisconsin Journal 
Sentinel relates, “two of the men 
refused to provide ID and were 
ticketed for obstruction of justice. 
Later, those tickets were rescinded 
but all five men were then cited for 
disorderly conduct.”

“Respect is a two way street,” a 
Journal-Sentinel editorial declares. 
“[R]esidents are not legally 
required to hand over an ID simply 
for possessing a visible weapon, but 
we suggest they do it anyway.”

What’s to respect about charges 
being filed over activity the police 
have no legal say prohibiting? 
And is the best course to ensure 
law enforcement is educated on its 
legitimate authority, or to become 
a culture where a demand for “your 

papers” is complied with out of 
fear?

Because official ignorance 
endangers open carriers, as one in 
Willowick, Ohio, found out when, 
per Ohioans for Concealed Carry, 
he “was ordered to his knees at 
gunpoint by several police officers.” 
And the chilling account they 
relate includes no small amount 
of disrespect by the enforcers, 
including blasphemies directed at 
the detainee.

It happened again in Cleveland. 
The Plain Dealer reported officers 
with drawn guns forced a “surprised 
group to… hit the sidewalk belly-
down”—and then arrested an 
open carrier for a concealed carry 
violation! 

And that treatment is officially 
(and illegally) sanctioned: 
“Cleveland has a local ordinance 
prohibiting open carry, and police 
are under orders by Mayor Frank 
Jackson to continue enforcing the 
local rules despite the state law.”

Also disturbing was a statement 
an East Palo Alto Police detective 
made on his Facebook page, 
laughing because most Californians 
can’t get concealed carry permits, 
and must open carry (with 
unloaded guns) to remain “legal.”

“Should’ve pulled the AR out 
and prone them all out!” he wrote. 
“And if one of them makes a furtive 
movement... two weeks off!!”

Despite open carry being legal in 
many states, some in the “pro gun” 
community condemn attempts to 
normalize the practice, worried 
that public backlash will prompt 
moves to enact laws against it—
as was recently unsuccessfully 
tried in California. The irony of 
such “logic,” that we must forego 
exercising a right lest we lose it, 
appears lost on them. 

As for the danger open carriers 
face from police: Affected state 
attorneys general must direct all 
sworn personnel be informed of 
the law. Require them to sign a 
form, just like they do when they 
acknowledge understanding other 
training policies, and put it in their 
files. 

Before someone gets killed.

For web links, go to 
www.gunsmagazine.com/

Productindex.Html

VNR
rightS Watch

Visit David Codrea’s online journal 
“The War on Guns” at 

waronguns.blogspot.com 
or visit DavidCodrea.com to read 

his Examiner column.
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Remington has produced some 15,000 
M24 sniper rifles since 1988. Of the 
900 employees at the company’s Ilion, 
NY, facility, some 500 would work on 
the M24 upgrade.—Courtesy NSSF

Marines Help Save 
Wounded  

LBPD Officer

Pfcs. Anthony S. Roldan, Christopher M. 
Smith and Ryan J. Shuey, combat engineers 
with 1st Combat Engineer Battalion, 1st 
Marine Division, stand at parade rest in 
front of 1st CEB’s HQ. The Marines were 
presented with 1st CEB Sapper Coins by Lt. 
Col. Andrew Niebel, commanding officer of 
1st CEB, for their actions assisting a police 
officer with the LBPD who was violently 
attacked and wounded by a knife-wielding 
suspect. Roldan, is an 18-year-old from 
Long Beach, Calif., Smith is a 20-year-
old from Lemoore, Calif., and Shuey is a 
20-year-old from Huntingdon County, Penn. 
Photo: Pfc. Glen Santy

Pfc. Christopher M. Smith holds a 1st CEB 
Sapper coin given to him by Lt. Col. Andrew 
Niebel, commanding officer of 1st CEB. 
Niebel presented a coin to Smith and fellow 
Marines Anthony S. Roldan and Ryan J. 
Shuey in recognition for their actions last 
Oct. 6, when they assisted a Long Beach 
Police Department officer who was violently 
attacked by a suspect wielding a knife. 
Photo: Pfc. Glen Santy

While sitting on the porch waiting 
for a home cooked meal in Long 

Beach, Calif., last Oct. 6, Pfc. Anthony 
Rolden and his two friends and 
brothers in arms, Pfcs. Ryan Shuey 
and Christopher Smith, hear a gun 
fire in the distance. Without hesitation 
the three Marines spring into action, 
with nothing but raw instincts and 
Marine Corps training leading them. 
They race down an alley behind the 
house where they find a police officer 
fighting for his weapon and his life. 

The three Marines were taking 
a break from the mess hall, and 
having a relaxing night with family 

“Gun Fit”

Shari can help.

It’s NOT
something
she does

after missing
a target. 

Order Today!
(800) 628-9818
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Choosing the right gun 
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and friends before their deployment 
to Afghanistan in the next few days. 
When they heard the gun shot the 
Marines reacted instantly. The 
Marines rushed to get Rolden’s 
younger brothers and sisters inside 
the house, then made their way to the 
noise. What they found was a Long 
Beach Police Dept. officer, who had 
been stabbed in the ear fighting for his 
life and his firearm with another man, 
and struggling to hold on.

“It looked like David vs. Goliath,” 
said Pfc. Anthony Rolden, 18, from 
Long Beach, Calif., a combat engineer, 
with 1st CEB, 1st Marine Division.

“He was a big guy,” said Pfc. 
Christopher Smith, 20, from Lemoore, 
Calif., a combat engineer, with 1st 
CEB, 1st Marine Division. “I don’t 
think I could have taken him down 
myself, so I’m glad all three of us were 
there.”

 “They saw what was going on and 
didn’t stand by, they jumped in and 
assisted,” said Jim McDonnell, LBPD 
chief of police. “Had this intervention 
not been done, it’s anybody’s guess 
how it would have turned out.”  

The Marines immediately 
proceeded to help the officer. Using 
their skills from the Marine Corps 
Martial Arts Program and detainee 
handling; the three quickly subdued 
the suspect. They then administered 
first aid on the officer by checking 
for bullet wounds and stopped the 
bleeding from the his stab wound. 

“We knew what we had to do,” said 
Rolden. “When we heard the gun shot 
we did what we were trained to do—
which was to run toward the fight, not 
from it.”

For service members the job isn’t 
over just because you take off  the 
uniform. For these Marines that 
reputation was put to the test by 
having to go above the call of duty 
by literally running into the face of 
danger to save the life of a fellow 
defender of freedom.

“This is a perfect example of 
Marines being Marines 24/7,” said 
Lt. Col. Andrew Niebel, 43, from 
Silver Spring, Maryland, battalion 
commander of 1st CEB, 1st Marine 
Division. “Even after the uniform 
is taken off  they are still living up 
to Marine Corps standards.” —Pfc. 
Evan Santy, 1st Marine Division, 
MCB Camp Pendleton, Calif.

ATK’s $50M Army 
Ammo Contract 

Alliant Techsystems (NYSE:ATK) 
has received an order valued at 

more than $50 million from the US 
Army to produce multiple variants 

Online!
www.gunsmagazine.com
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of 20mm PGU ammunition. This 
is the second order under a contract 
originally signed in September 2008. 
If  all options are exercised, ATK’s 
contract is expected to exceed $170 
million by 2013. —Courtesy NSSF

Congressman Rush 
Tries Ammo Ban

Following a strong grassroots 
campaign led by NSSF, the 

Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) last month denied a petition 
by the Center for Biological Diversity 
(CBD)—an established anti-hunting 
group—to ban the production and 
distribution of traditional ammunition 
under the Toxic Substance Control 
Act (TSCA) of 1976. The EPA was 
forced to deny the petition based on 
language in the TSCA that specifically 
exempts ammunition from being 
considered a “chemical substance.” 
Now, a well-established anti-gun 
politician is attempting to change or 
remove that exemption.

United States Representative 
Bobby Rush (D-Ill.), known for 
sponsoring H.R. 45 (Blair Holt’s 
Firearm Licensing and Record of Sale 
Act), has introduced legislation (H.R. 
5820) to remove the ammunition 
exemption within the TSCA, thereby 
allowing the EPA to ban all traditional 
ammunition.

NSSF is actively opposing H.R. 
5820. We encourage you to do the 
same. Pick up the phone and call your 
senators and member of congress 
today. Tell them enough is enough. 
Our firearm and hunting rights are not 
negotiable! US Capitol Switchboard: 
(202) 224-3121. —Courtesy NSSF

REVIEWS

The Competitive AR15: 
Builders Guide

With the possible exception of the 
ubiquitous M1911 autoloading 

pistol, no service weapon used by the 
United States has gathered such an 
enormous following as the AR-15 rifle, 
the commercial variant of the full-
auto M16. Much of its appeal is it’s a 
military rifle and what is good enough 
for the troops is good enough for 
civilians. But there is more to it than 
that. The AR platform will do about 
anything reasonably well from killing 
varmints on the farm to varmints 
hiding in the caves of Afghanistan. 
It now dominates formal hi-power 
rifle competition and is a staple with 
recreational shooters and hunters.

Not surprisingly, an enormous 
cottage industry of small manufacturers 

grew to satisfy the demand for parts and 
accessories for the AR-15, including 
sights, barrels, stocks, triggers and all 
manner of furniture and gadgetry, 
much to the delight of gunsmiths and 
armorers everywhere. But in every 
crowd there are guys who want to do 
things for themselves and can with a 
little guidance. That guidance comes 
in Glen Zediker’s latest installment of 
his trilogy on AR-15s, The Competitive 
AR15: Builders Guide. 

Want to put together your own AR? Here’s 
how. Clear, concise directions for the do-it-
yourselfer on building or modifying the AR, 
and what tools are needed.

Contributing editor to GUNS 
Magazine (“Up On ARs” column), 
Mr. Zediker brings 35 years of 
experience to building and shooting 
AR-15 rifles. His first two books in the 
series—The Mouse That Roared and 
The Ultimate Technical Guide—are 
dedicated to hi-power shooters and 
techies but invaluable to all enthusiasts. 
His latest, however, is aimed at the self-
help crowd. 

Well organized and heavily 
illustrated with nearly 800 photos, 
the 272-page Builders Guide takes 
you step by step through ground-up 
construction of several AR variations. 
Each section covers the necessary 
tools and makes recommendations 
on the best parts for the application. 
The “sources” list is extensive. Armed 
with this book and a modest tool kit, 
building an AR your way is eminently 
feasible and affords not only a better 
understanding of your favorite gun but 
the satisfaction of doing it yourself. 
$34.95 plus $7 postage from Zediker 
Publishing.— Hamilton S. Bowen

zediker PublisHing
P. o. box 1497, oxFord, ms 38655

(662) 473-6107, www.zediker.com 
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NEWS

IED Parts Hidden  
Near Village Bazaar

Special Operations Task Group soldiers 
cross a river during OP MAKHA NIWELL 
09 in Uruzgan province, Afghanistan. The 
Soldiers faces have been obscured by the 
ADoD. Note the troopers are carrying M4 
carbines rather than Australian F88 (Steyr 
AUG) rifles. Photo: ADoD

Ammunition (above) recovered by SOTG 
during OP MAKHA NIWELL 09 in Uruzgan 
province. Anti-personnel mines (below) 
recovered by SOTG during OP MAKHA NIWELL 
09 in Uruzgan province. Photos: ADoD

Dorafshan locals can breathe a little 
easier following an operation by 

Australian and Afghan forces which 
found and removed a large number 
of Improvised Explosive Device parts 
from locations close to a market.

The operation, conducted last 
month, involved Afghan forces of 
the Provincial Response Company 
partnered with Australian soldiers of 
the Special Operations Task Group.

The joint operation succeeded in 

removing Improvised Explosive Device 
components, ammunition, and anti-
personnel mines found near a village 
bazaar.

“These Improvised Explosive 
Device parts and ammunition would 
have been used to target Afghan locals 
and security forces and ISAF forces,” 
Commander of the Special Operations 
Task Group, Lieutenant Colonel C 
said.

“The fact that these items were 
hidden near populated areas shows that 
the insurgents continue to disregard the 
safety of innocent Afghan civilians.”

Some of the recovered items were 
destroyed in place while other devices 
were rendered safe and transported to 
the Multinational Base - Tarin Kot.

Provincial Response Company 
members are invaluable to Special 
Operations Task Group operations as 
they have community connections and 
local knowledge of the areas in which 
the Special Operations Task Group 
operates.—Courtesy ADoD

US Marines Clear 
Northern Marjah 

Engines roaring, a massive convoy 
charged toward Sistani, a region 

in Marjah, Afghanistan, notorious for 
remnant Taliban fighters who harass 
the local population.

The enemy got the message. 
Without any resistance, 2nd Battalion, 
9th Marine Regiment cleared the area 
last Oct. 21. They set up 360-degree 
security while Marine engineers 
converted an abandoned bazaar into a 
fully-operational outpost.

After setting security and beginning 
construction, the unit launched into 
the counter-insurgency operation. 
Marine squads, partnered with the 
Afghan National Army, swept across 
the surrounding farmland and engaged 
the local populace one compound at a 
time.

Local villagers in the area embraced 
the Marines, welcoming them into their 
homes and allowing them to search 
for weapons, bomb-making materials, 
contraband and Taliban propaganda.

“It was ANA led on all the searches 
of the compounds,” explained 1st 
Lt. Jason N. Quinn, battlefield 
commander during the operation. 
“There were no forced entries and the 
operation was strictly non-kinetic. We 
used soft knocks to try and get invited 
in. We searched the compounds with 
the families and invited them up to 
a security shura we were hosting to 
let them know what was going on. 
We discussed the patrol base we were 
building and how it would affect them, 
their crops, and improve security as 
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well. They all understood it and they 
all agreed on why we were searching 
their compounds. The outcome and 
the number of local nationals who got 
involved in the area is the most we have 
ever seen. The atmospherics were very, 
very positive.”

Throughout the day, Marine 
engineers constructed walls, guard 
posts and vehicle entry points. The 
abandoned bazaar began to take 
the form of fully-operational patrol 
base. Sgt. Michael E. White, the lead 
combat engineer with 2/9 during 
the construction in Sistani, said 
every Marine lent a helping hand, 
contributing to one of the fastest 
builds he has seen here.

By the end of the operation, children 
were seen running up to Marines who 
were handing out candy and toys in an 
area that was virtually a ghost town 
due to enemy activity weeks prior.

“There is a lot of Taliban in that 
area, which a lot of elders and families 
fear,” said White. “Based on what 
I know, the patrol base is going to 
provide the needed security to local 
nationals there, hopefully allowing the 
families and children to move more 
freely and attend schools. It should 
allow elders the opportunity to be 
involved in more shuras and key leader 
engagements in hopes of putting the 

Taliban on the move.”
Quinn said the operation ran more 

smoothly than anyone anticipated, 
especially based on the amount 
of enemy resistance they have 
encountered there before. “Everybody 
that participated brought something 
special, some unique characteristic and 
combat-multiplier to the mission,” said 
Quinn. “Everybody, from the female 

Lance Cpl. Anthony J. Macozzie, a Marine 
with Weapons Company, 2nd Battalion, 9th 
Marine Regiment, exits a local’s compound 
after searching for weapons, bomb 
making materials, contraband and Taliban 
propaganda during a clear, hold, and build 
operation, in Northern Marjah, Afghanistan. 
The main purpose of the operation was 
established security for the construction of a 
new patrol base while conducting searches of 
local’s compounds in the area. They received 
no enemy resistance. Photo: Lance Cpl. 
Andrew D. Johnston, RCT 1
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Lt. Col. James R. Fullwood, commanding 
officer of 2nd Battalion, 9th Marine 
Regiment, hands toys out to local Afghani 
children outside a shura in Northern Marjah, 
Afghanistan. The main purpose of the 
operation was to establish security for the 
construction of a new patrol base while 
conducting searches of local’s compounds in 
the area. Locals were invited to a centralized 
location where key Marine leaders were 
present to answer any questions or concerns 
they had about the operation. Photo: Lance 
Cpl. Andrew D. Johnston, RCT 1. Cpl.
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engagement team all the way to our 
non-kinetic fire teams, had something 
to offer.

For 2/9, Operation Sistani had 
added meaning. Not only does it 
disrupt terrorist activity in the region, 
it’s a reminder of the sacrifices made 
by men of the battalion. Dubbed 
Patrol Base Zaehringer, it’s a tribute to 
the late Sgt. Frank R. Zaehringer, an 
assaultman with Weapons Company. 
Zaehringer made the ultimate sacrifice 
last Oct. 11, while conducting combat 
operations in Northern Marjah.

In Sistani, smiling children and 
merchants slowly return to the streets 
once inhabited by the ghosts of Taliban 
oppression.—Lance Cpl. Andrew D. 
Johnston, Regimental Combat Team 1

17 States Receive 
Funding

The Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Foundation reports US Secretary 

of Agriculture Tom Vilsack has 
announced funding for 17 state public 
access projects under the “Open 
Fields” program passed in the 2008 
Farm Bill. Vilsack’s announcement 
was made at the first meeting of the 
newly formed Wildlife and Hunting 
Heritage Conservation Council, made 
up of many industry and conservation 
leaders, including NSSF President 
Steve Sanetti.—Courtesy NSSF

Excise Tax Down 

The latest Firearms and 
Ammunition Excise Tax Collection 

report released by the Department 
of the Treasury indicates firearm and 
ammunition manufacturers reported 
excise tax liabilities of $102.20 million 
in the second calendar quarter of 
2010, down 16.29 percent compared 
to the same period in 2009. The report, 
which covers April 1 through June 30, 
2010 shows that $31.84 million was 
due in taxes for pistols and revolvers, 
$28.71 million for firearms (other)/
long guns and $41.65 million for 
ammunition (shells and cartridges). 

Compared to the same period in 2009, 
tax obligations were down 5.1 percent 
for pistols and revolvers, down 32.25 
percent for firearms (other) long guns 
and down 9.77 percent for ammunition 
(shells and cartridges). Please note 
these figures reflect what excise taxes 
the manufacturers have filed and do 
not reflect retail mark up and final 
retail sales. —Courtesy NSSF.

National Firearms 
Museum Receives 

Petersen Collection
More than 400 firearms from 

the collection of California hunter, 
shooting sportsman and publishing 
magnate Robert Petersen have been 
donated for display at the National 
Firearms Museum in Arlington, 
Virginia. The museum staff has spent 
the last 18 months setting up a new 
gallery for the exhibit, which opened 
in October, 2010, reports Connection 
Newspapers.—Courtesy NSSF

Iraq Army M1AI Tanks

Iraqi and US senior leaders gathered 
at Camp Iraqi Hero last Oct. 14 

to commemorate the Iraqi Army’s 
expanding inventory of M1A1 Abrams 

 Aneidie E. Crespo, a machine gunner with 
Weapons Company, 2nd Battalion, 9th Marine 
Regiment, searches for weapons, bomb 
making materials, contraband and Taliban 
propaganda at a local’s compound in Northern 
Marjah, Afghanistan. Photo: Lance Cpl. 
Andrew D. Johnston, RCT 1

http://www.waltheramerica.com
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tanks, increasing its conventional 
defensive capabilities.

To date 35 tanks have arrived at 
the Besmaya Combat Training Center 
as part of a larger, comprehensive 
program to modernize Iraq’s 
conventional defensive capabilities. 
The package also includes eight 
M88A2 recovery vehicles, training 
courses, maintenance training course, 
and training ammunition. The 
remaining 105 tanks and recovery 
vehicles are scheduled to arrive by 
December 2011.

The beginning of Operation New 
Dawn in September marked a critical 
transition in the American-Iraqi 
partnership. The remaining 50,000 
US troops in Iraq are now dedicated 
to the Advising and Training mission, 

said United States Forces-Iraq Deputy 
Commanding General for Advising 
and Training, US Army Lt. Gen. 
Michael D. Barbero. US troops are 
partnered with Iraqi Security Forces 
to assist them in strengthening their 
conventional defensive capabilities.

The US and Iraqi Armies 
collaboratively developed a training 
program in beginning of 2009 to help 
familiarize Iraqi crewmembers with 
the Abrams tank in anticipation of the 
Iraqi tanks’ arrival. 

“The Iraqi Army has been the 
fastest growing Army in the world,” 
Barbero said. “These tanks represent 
this growth and will help strengthen 
the Iraqi Army’s ability to protect the 
sovereignty of Iraq.”—  Eunice Alicea 
Valentin, DCG A&T PAO.

Iraqi soldiers with the 9th Iraqi Army Mechanized 
Division, located in central Iraq, demonstrate 
the capabilities of M1A1 Abrams tanks during 
an M1A1 demonstration at Camp Iraqi Hero last 
Oct. 14. The ceremony marked the transfer of the 
first two of 140 M1A1 Abrams tanks scheduled 
for fielding by the Iraq Army. Photo: Sgt. Eunice 
Alicea Valentin, DCG A&T PAO.

http://www.crimsontrace.com


ALWAYS 

ONE TOOL
You Can Rely On

Whether you’re a 20-year veteran or 
new recruit, American COP has some-
thing for you.
 Inside each issue is the best mix 
of new gear, humor and in-your-face 
features available — by cops, for cops.

Street smart
	 Officer survival tips and weapon 
options give you the edge when 
you’re nose to nose with trouble.
 Detailed reviews of the latest guns 
and gear help you choose the best 
tools to get the job done.

Just what you need
 A lighthearted look at the job, life 
and events only a cop can understand 
— inside when you need it most.

Two Year Subscription
Only $19.95
Plus FREE Tactical Knife!*
(Regular Price $39.95) Includes 12 bi-monthly issues
Outside U.S. $64.95 for two full years

American COP
Always on duty for YOU

SPECIAL OFFER:

Order Online!
www.americancopmagazine.com

Call toll-free (888) 732-2299
*With your paid subscription

ACsubad1010.indd   1 10/13/10   1:21:15 PM
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The Gorilla can be used with either 
handguns or rifles and, while it is a 
little heavy to place on the hood of 
my pickup, it works just fine on the 
EZ-Rider reinforced bed cover. 

The Gorilla Range Bag can be used with either 
handguns or rifles and provides a stable 
platform for either.

One of  the beauties of  the Gorilla 
is how many different ways it can 
be used. All four cylinders may be 
laid out on the same level, or two 
on top, or one on top. A rifle can be 
used parallel to the cylinders with 
the forearm snuggled in between two 
of  them, or the bags can be turned 
90 degrees with the forearm resting 
across the center of  one cylinder. 

With handguns the hands can be 
nestled in between two cylinders or 
the cylinders can be turned 90 degrees 
just as with a rifle. It stays in the back 
of  my pickup and when needed, all 
I have to do is unlock the cover and 
bring it up top. Even when shooting 
rifles off  the bench I no longer mess 
with sandbags, but rather just put the 
Gorilla Bag in place and I’m ready to 
shoot. The Gorilla Range Bag retails 
for $85.49.

brownells
200 soutH Front street

montezuma iowa 50171-1000
(800) 741-0015

sHooters ridge
onalaska oPerations
n5549 county trunk z

onalaska, wi 54650
(800) 635-7656

For web links, go to 
www.gunsmagazine.com/

sHootersridge.Html

For web links, go to 
www.gunsmagazine.com/brownells.Html

.22 Rimfire Chamber 
Ironing Swage

Mike cumpston

Traditionally, owners of  .22 rimfire 
rifles and pistols are warned 

against dry-firing these arms to avoid 
chamber damage from the impact of 
the firing pins. Nevertheless, many 
older .22s present sticky extraction 
from burred chambers. For the most 
part, modern rimfires are pretty good 
about isolating the firing pin strike 
from the chambers, thus making dry-
firing an acceptable practice. This is 
not always the case. My model 617 
developed burrs after a moderate 
amount of  dry-firing. The sticky 
extraction and visible dings were 
a constant reminder I had screwed 

up and a warning that more serious 
chamber damage could be waiting 
in the wings. A friend put me onto 
the T.W. Menck Chamber Ironing 
Swage available through Brownells. 
The tapered, hardened chamber 
swage is introduced to the damaged 
chamber with the flat aspect facing 
the dent. Rotating the swage pushes 
the displaced metal back into proper 
register. There are several options for 
accomplishing this simple sequence. 
The most straightforward involves 
using the handle of  the tool to rotate 
the instrument. Full directions are 
included in the package. 

I applied the Ironing Swage to my 
revolver chambers with subsequent 
live firing demonstrating the tool 
completely eliminated my extraction 
problems. The Swage costs only 
$21.95.

t.w. menck gunsmitH inc.
5703 s. 77tH st., ralston, ne 68127

For web links, go to 
www.gunsmagazine.com/brownells.Html

Shooters Ridge  
Gorilla Bag

John Taffin

Back in the ’70s and early ’80s I 
did a lot of  shooting out in the 

sagebrush desert using what my 
friends started calling the “Taffin 
Machine Rest.” Using a long 3' wide 
piece of  carpeting I would roll it up 
tight and then put several wraps of 
duct tape around both ends. It worked 
well for rifles and especially well for 
pistol shooting off  the hood of  a 
vehicle. It was also tough, lightweight 
and cost practically nothing. 

Once I got a good solid bench, 
I started using sandbags covered 
with a piece of leather for handguns, 
graduated to a Pistol Perch and then 
a few years ago my friend Denis 
built the ultimate handgun rest. It is 
adjustable, very solid, weighs about 
25 pounds and works great off  the 
bench, however, I would never put it 
up on the hood or heavy-duty cover 
over the bed of my pick up. The three 
adjustable legs with their sharp points 
would wreak havoc on the finish.

For shooting in the desert I packed 
sandbags around for a while but that 
got to be a nuisance. Now there is 
a much better way—the Shooters 
Ridge Gorilla Range Bag. This bag 
is actually four cylindrical filled 
bags all attached to each other with 
a carrying strap. This is definitely 
not a lightweight affair so the 
carrying strap comes in very handy. 

The swage enters the chamber with the flat 
portion aligned with the dent.

The hardened swage is tapered to fit .22 
chambers of variable diameter. The tool head 
is threaded for use with a cleaning rod or can 
be used with an appropriate ratchet wrench. 
In most cases, the handle provides the easiest 
means of rotating the swage.
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classified ads $2.00 per-word insertion. ($1.50 per-word inser-
tion for 3 or more) including name, address and phone number 
(20 word minimum). minimum charge $40.00. BOLD WORDS add 
$1.00 per word. copy and rerun orders must be accompanied by 
PAYMENT IN ADVANCE. NO AGENCY OR CASH DISCOUNTS ON 
LISTING OR DISPLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. all ads must be 
received with advance payment by no later tHan tHe 1st oF 
each month. EXAMPLE: closing for dec. 2008 issue (on sale noV. 

5th) is sePt 1st, 2008. ads received after closing will appear in the 
following issue. Please type or print clearly. NO PROOFS WILL BE 
FURNISHED. include name, address, post office, city, state and zip 
code as counted words. abbreviations count as one word each. mail 
to guns magazine classiFieds, 12345 world trade drive, san 
diego, california 92128. NOTE: WE NOW HAVE DISPLAY CLASSI-
FIEDS IN BOTH GUNS MAGAZINE AND AMERICAN HANDGUNNER.  
ASK FOR OUR NEW RATE CARD. (858) 605-0235.

ACCESSORIES
FREE CATALOG! make your own 
kydex gun holster or knife sheath. 
over 1200 items. Visit www.
knifekits.com or call 1-877-255-
6433 today.

APPAREl

THE BELTMAN makes sturdy, top 
quality, DUAL LAYER, bull Hide 
belts for dress wear, concealed car-
ry, or competition. options include: 
Horse, shark, elephant, Velcro, ta-
pering, stiffeners, etc. Handmade in 
three widths, and five colors from 
$69.95, any length! catalogue - 
$3.00 (refundable) Po box 1302, 
apex, nc 27502. 919-387-1997. 
www.thebeltman.net.

GUNSMIThING

GUNSMITHING INSTRUCTION AT 
PCC. two-year hands-on program; 
excellent facilities; financial aid 
available; Va approved. Piedmont 
community college, P.o. box 1197, 
roxboro, nc 27573 (336)599-
1181; www.piedmontcc.edu

INSTRUCTION

KNIVES & SWORdS

FREE POCKET KNIVES. collect-
ibles, bowies, swords, tacticals, 
and much more. For more informa-
tion Visit our web site and click 
on the Featured Product For the 
week. www.dovadistributors.com

MISCEllANEOUS

BEAR HUNTS - alaska, canada, 
caliFornia & idaHo; 100% suc-
cessFul brown bear, griz-
zlies & black bear sPring and 
Fall Hunts; cHase’s (tHe bear 
guru) 435-881-2143 email: 
cHasesHunt@aol.com

CUSTOM CORNER

www.riograndecustomgrips.com
QUALITY MADE IN THE U.S.A.

303-330-2812

NEW! NOW YOU CAN ADD
PIZZAZZ TO YOUR RUGER

BLACKHAWK, SUPER BLACK 
HAWK, OLD VAQUERO and

SINGLE SIX REVOLVERS!
NEW IMAGES FOR YOUR 1911 AND TAURUS.

WWW.DLSPORTS.COM

Extreme Duty
AR15 Magazines
Now Available!

D&L Sports, Inc.
PO Box 651

Gillette, WY 82717

307.686.4008

Custom AR15’s, 1911’s,
Precision Rifles,

Accessories, Training,
ITRC Competition



neW PrOdUctS
For more information on seeing your product featured in New 
Products, Contact: Andrew Oram (866) 903-1199. For more New 
Products visit us online at www.gunsmagazine.com/productindex

uniT inFRARed diGiTAL ZOOM VideO ReCORdeR
STEALTH CAM
the new unit is a 640x480 video trail camera 
with audio capabilities, recording 10-180 
seconds of footage. digital Video stamping 
allows the user to review the time-coding of 
the captured video by monitoring the time, 
date, temperature, and the moon phases of the 
footage. the new microprocessor optimizes 
trigger time and the burst mode technology 
reduces trigger gap time. the unit captures between one and 
nine images per triggering and has 2x or 4x digital zoom making 
it possible to see features of game clearly. stealth cam, llc, P.o. 
box 539504, grand Prairie, tx 75053, (877) 269-8490,  
www.gunsmagazine.com/stealthcam.html.

G2X And 6PX FLASHLiGHTS
SUREFIRE
with these tough economic times, sureFire’s new series of 
led Flashlights are the most affordable the company has ever 
offered. the g2x and the 6Px are available in a single output 
for tactical configuration, and there is a dual-output line for 
general use. the g2x tactical has a retail of $55, while the 
6Px Pro tops the series out at $79. (800) 828-8809,  
www.gunsmagazine.com/surefire.html.

neW .40 S&W LOAd
DOUBLETAP AMMUNITION
doubletap’s newest defensive load 
features an exclusive 125-grain tac-
xP bullet made by barnes. it’s made 
to match the .357 mag, 125-grain 
ballistics, yet still defeats barriers 
and retains 100 percent of its weight. 
it is truly an effective fight stopper 
for your .40 s&w. bare gel: 13.75" penetration and .75" expansion. 
clothed gel: 14.25" penetration and .72" expansion. (866) 357-
1066, www.gunsmagazine.com/doubletap.html.

MAGneTiC LASeR MOunT
ARIETE LLC
ariete llc has developed a compact, magnetic laser mount and sight for 
pistols with and without the necessary rails. the ariete laser mount allows 
the user to mount a laser sight on pistols that previously would not easily 
accept them. the “no-rail” ariete mount is now available for 1911s and 
clones, browning Hi-Power and variants, cz 75s, and tokarevs (russian 
and chinese). ariete llc, 12034 n 61st st., scottsdale, az 85254, (602) 
999-0382, www.gunsmagazine.com/arietellc.html.

KiWi BOOT PROTeCTOR
KIWI
kiwi boot Protector provides superior water 
resistance on heavy-duty outdoor boots and 
footwear used for work, hiking, fishing, hunting 
and a variety of other outdoor activities. 
the kiwi boot Protector is formulated with 
an advanced silicone polymer that helps 
repel water, dirt and stains. safe to use and 
odorless when dry, boots treated with kiwi 
boot Protector not only withstand wet weather 
conditions, and last longer, but makes it easier 
to clean and maintain as well. suggested retail is 
$6.99 each, www.gunsmagazine.com/kiwi.html.

COZY PARTneR FOR THe SPRinGFieLd Xd9, Xd40 
SuB-COMPACT 3"
DESANTIS HOLSTER & LEATHER GOODS CO.
the new cozy Partner for the springfield xd9, xd40 
sub-compact features a tension device and precise 
molding for handgun retention. a memory 
band retains the holster’s shape for easy one 
handed re-holstering. the1-3/4" split belt loop is 
standard. the cozy Partner must be worn with a 
belt and is available in tan or black unlined leather. 
belt loops are non adjustable and one size only. 
desantis Holster & leather goods co., 431 bayview 
ave., amityville, ny 11701, (800) 486-4433,  
www.gunsmagazine.com/desantisholster.html.

SiGHTinG diSCS
CLEAR2TARGET
clear2target’s new sighting 
discs are especially 
designed for shooters 
using iron-sighted rifles/
handguns who can no 
longer focus clearly on the 
sights.the principle is the same as a peep sight, but 
instead of a complicated apparatus, you look through 
a simple static cling disc attached to your glasses for 
a clear sight picture. they can be used on any eyewear 
and are non-marring. retail price is $5.95 for a sheet of 
eight discs. clear2target, (800) 735-4422,  
www.gunsmagazine.com/clear2target.html.
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SOLO-VAuLT
SHOTLOCK
the new shotlock solo-Vault is designed to hold a single shotgun, keeping it both 
secure and accessible. constructed of 14-gauge steel, the solo-Vault can store a 
semi-auto, pump or over/under shotgun. the small and compact size allows it to be 
mounted securely anywhere in the home or a vehicle. it features a 5-button inline 
programmable lock and can easily be opened and put a weapon in hand in less than 
3 seconds. shotlock, (800) 967-8107, www.gunsmagazine.com/shotlock.html.

LOnG RAnGe BALLiSTiCS CALCuLATOR
VORTEX OPTICS
use the new long range ballistics 
calculator to generate ballistic drop 
charts and compare various loads and 
environmental conditions, such as 
temperature and incline (slope). once 
you set up a personal account to use the 
Vortex long range ballistics calculator 
(lrbc), you’ll be able to store your 
favorite rifle/loads as well as multiple 
range or hunting conditions. the Vortex 
lrbc is an invaluable tool for the serious 
long-range shooter. Vortex optics, 2120 
w. greenview dr., middleton, wi 53562, 
(800) 462-0048, www.gunsmagazine.
com/vortexoptics.html.

BATOn HOLdeR
DESANTIS HOLSTER & LEATHER GOODS
this ambidextrous holster was designed to fit the thigh 
pocket of most cargo pants. it is built from a very 
viscous material. the m53 will absolutely not move out 
of position in the pocket. this model is reinforced and 
stiffened at all areas that need it. the m53 keeps your 
asP baton at arms reach. the inside is made of slick 
pack cloth for a no friction draw. currently available 
for the asP collapsible 21" baton. desantis Holster & 
leather goods co., 431 bayview ave., amityville, ny 
11701, (800) 486-4433, www.gunsmagazine.com/
desantisholster.html.

HORnAdY 8TH ediTiOn HAndBOOK OF CARTRidGe 
ReLOAdinG
HORNADy
the new 8th Edition Hornady Handbook of Cartridge 
Reloading is the most comprehensive Hornady Handbook 
ever printed. it contains over 1,000 pages of data for all of the 
new Hornady bullets including: Ftx, gmx, dgs, dgx and 
all the favorites like V-max,  interbond, sst, interlock and 
xtP.  there is data for recently released superformance and 
leVerevolution propellants from Hodgdon, rl 17, 4007ssc, 
8208xbr, Hybrid 100V as well as some others.  new 
cartridge additions include the 6.5 grendel, 6.5 creedmoor, 
.30 tc, .300 rcm, .338 rcm, .308 marlin express, .338 
marlin express, .375 ruger, .416 ruger, .450 nitro express, .470 nitro 
express, .500 nitro express and many more! Hornady mfg co., (308) 382-
1390 ext. 263, Fax: (308) 382-5761, www.gunsmagazine.com/hornady.html.

HR SeRieS SAFeS
CANNON
the Hr series features a 1” steel 
composite door, 1” active-locking 
bolts, truelock internal hinges and 
surefire multiple re-lockers. its uni-body 
construction from heavy 12-gauge 
steel provides superior protection. 
safe contents are accessed with the 
high-security commercial grade type 1 
electronic lock and 5-spoke handle. the 
Hr series has a verified fire rating of 
12 degrees F for 60 minutes by intertek 
etl. it features the trurack shelving 
system that offers barrel down or barrel 
up gun storage. Further customization is 
available. cannon, (800) 222-1055, www.
gunsmagazine.com/cannonsafe.html.

RAPid ACCeSS deFenSe STORAGe SYSTeM
CARON FORENSICS
caron Forensics introduces the rapid access defense 
(rad2). rad2 is designed for the storage and fast 
presentation of defensive weapons. it can be mounted 
horizontally or vertically in various concealed locations 
throughout your home or office. it’s designed to 
accommodate handguns and other tactical weapons, 
such as flashlights, knives, etc. by means of a dual-rail 
mounting system. rad2 comes standard with a handgun 
holder, flashlight holder and magnetic clip holder. the 
rad4 is the larger version, designed to hold rifles and 
shotguns. caron Forensics, P.o. box 715, marietta, 
oH 45750, (800) 648-3042, www.gunsmagazine.com/
caronforensics.html.
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PM9
MAKeR: KAhR ARMS

130 GOddARd MeMORIAL dRIve
WORceSTeR, MA 01603

(503) 795-3919
WWW.KAhRARMS.cOM

Action Type: Semi-auto, double-action-only, Caliber: 9mm 
Luger, Capacity: 6+1 or 7+1, Barrel Length: 3", Overall 
Length: 5.3", Weight: 14 ounces, Finish: Black polymer 

frame, stainless steel slide, Sights: White Dot, Grips: Textured 
black polymer, Value: $786, Value of Package: $1653.90

lASERGUARd
MAKeR:  cRIMSOn TRAce

9780 SW FReeMAn dR., 
WILSOnvILLe, OR 97070

 (800) 442-2406, 
WWW.cRIMSOnTRAce.cOM

Activation:  Instinctive Activation, Beam Intensity: 5mw peak, 
633nm, class IIIa laser, Dot Size:  .5" diameter at 50', Power: 

One 1/3N 3v Lithium or two 357 Silver Oxide batteries Duration: 
4 hours on-time, 5-year shelf life, Value: $209

EAGlE TAlON
MAKeR: AL MAR KnIveS

P.O. BOX 2295, TuALATIn, OR 97062, (503) 
670-9080, WWW.ALMARKnIveS.cOM

STEEL: AUS 8. Rc 57-59, BLADE LENGTH: 4", OAL: 
9", WEIGHT: 4 ounces, ACTION: Al Mar Front Lock, 

SCALES: Honey Jigged Bone, Value: $259

PERSONAl 
BIOMETRIC SAFE PBS-001

MAKeR: LOcKSAF
8117 W. MAncheSTeR Avenue, SuITe 200, 

LOS AnGeLeS, cA 90293
(877) 568- 5625, WWW.LOcKSAF.cOM

Dimensions: 13.98" (W) x 10.24" (D) x 4.57" (H), Weight: 22 
pounds, Material: 9-Gauge Steel, Power: (1) 9V battery, 2 
Mechanical keys, Features: Non-volatile memory for up to 

10 fingerprints, Foam padding, Value: $349.95

ThUNdER RANCh 
dEFENSIVE FIREARMS TEChNIQUES 

dVd FEATURING ClINT SMITh
Value: $49.95



WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM 77

name 
address 
city, state, zip 
email address
CiRCLe AnSWeR(S) TO QueSTiOn OF THe MOnTH FeBRuARY 2011:

(A)            (B)
iF i Win, SHiP MY PRiZe THROuGH:
FFl dealer
address
city, state, zip
Phone #   (            )
store Hours: ___________ ___a.m. thru ______________p.m.
Attention Deployed Military: USE STATESIDE ADDRESS!

TO enTeR COnTeST: 
use YOuR OWn postcard (no envelopes, please) 
Follow sample card to right. mail postcard to: 
guns magazine, GOM FeBRuARY
P.o. box 502795, san diego, ca 92150-2795. 
entries must be received before MARCH 1, 2011.
limit one entry per household.
QueSTiOn OF THe MOnTH:  do you plan on 
purchasing a centennial collector’s edition 1911  
in 2011?
(A) Yes
(B) no

S
A

M
P

l
E

 O
N

lY

this contest is open to individuals who are residents 
of the united states and its territories only. agents 
and employees of Publishers development 
corporation and their families are excluded 
from entering. contest void where prohibited or 
restricted by law. winners must meet all local 
laws and regulations. taxes and compliance with 
firearms regulations will be the responsibility of 
the winners. winners will be notified by certiFied 
mail on official letterhead. attention dePloyed 
military: use stateside address! no 
purchase necessary to enter.

enTeR TO Win!
Gun GiVeAWAY!

GUNS MAGAZINE
FEBRUARY 2011

John Taffin wrote about the Kahr 
PM9 9mm with Laserguard grips 
last July and now just one of you 

lucky readers will win one of these fine 
self-defense pistols. John called the PM9 
7-shot 9mm “Pocket Pistol Perfection” 
and we’d have to agree, especially 
with the inclusion of Crimson Trace 
Laserguard mounted underneath.

If  that weren’t enough, let’s add 
an Al Mar Eagle Talon folding knife 
with honey-colored jigged bone 
scales and a LockSAF Biometric 
Gun Vault. It takes one press of  a 
button and a programmed fingerprint 
to open the PBS-001. Made with 
9-gauge steel, it’s twice the thickness 
of  other products to provide a strong, 

tamper-proof  box. Four pilot holes 
in the bottom panel make it easy to 
mount inside a drawer, a wall, or to 
any flat surface.

You can’t win if  you don’t enter, 
so send those postcards in pronto 
or take the survey and enter online 
at www.gunsmagazine.com. Photos: 
Joseph R. Novelozo.

You Can Win This Free Package 
Worth $1,653.90
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For web links, go to www.gunsmagazine.com/Productindex.Html

ThUNdER RANCh 
dEFENSIVE FIREARMS TEChNIQUES 

dVd FEATURING ClINT SMITh
Value: $49.95
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The challenge posed to Shirpa 
was, “From your long life of  combat, 
select just one piece of  advice you 
would give young warriors.”

I thought that was a pretty 
simplistic answer for a man who 
had been fighting communists over 
two continents for more than half  
a century, since he 
was about 9 years old. 
Knowing a little about 
him, I suspected there 
was more to it; a more 
metaphysical meaning. 
I was right. 

He explained 
that everyone has 
something—literally, 
some thing—they need 
in their body and soul 
to sustain them in 
battle and to keep them 
going through a long 
campaign—or a longer 
life of  soldiering. Ask 
any smoker, he said, 
how important tobacco 
can be before and after 
a fight. For others it 
may be their bible, 
their prayer beads, 
a treasured photo, a 
talisman of  clan or 
tribe, a sweetheart’s 
scarf, their father’s 
knife, their mother’s last letter. Those 
are the “smokes.” 

“Ammo” is the means and ability 
to defend your life, your possessions 
and your loved ones; whatever it 
takes to fend off  or attack evil. And 
“luck”? Certainly, he said, there is 
an element of  fate or karma woven 

through all war, all life, because, he 
smiled, “Indeed, God blinks,” but all 
too often, he said, isn’t it odd how 
fortes fortuna adiuvat—fortune favors 
the bold? In his experience, Shirpa 
said, a man who is smart enough to 
know that bold, decisive action and 
belief  in oneself  are event-shaping 

forces in and of  themselves, will 
indeed be “luckier” than the wavering 
and timid.  

Another gem he gave me was this: 
“A warrior should not try to see or 
imagine ‘the end of  his trail.’ Do not 
imagine a hero’s welcome, adoring 
crowds, grateful comrades or even a 

long, peaceful rest. While you wake, 
with every word spoken and every 
act taken, live so that when you lay 
down your head, to sleep or to die, 
you may say to yourself  and your 
God that you have acquitted yourself  
honorably this day. Do this and sleep 
will welcome you as a hero; your bed 
of  rocks will comfort you more than 
fur and feathers, and there will be 
no end to your trail, or any need or 
desire to end it.”

Warriors & Waiters
My Uncle John has given me a few 

good ones too. One of  my favorites 
is, “Some men have an inner warrior. 
Others have an inner waiter.” Now 
to me, that’s just funny as heck on its 
own, but he had a thoughtful follow-
up. 

“I think it has more to do with 
genes than with experience, though 

some only discover 
their inner warrior 
or inner waiter with 
hard experience. 
The point is, you 
should know what 
your core dynamic 
is—and be honest 
about it.” He 
said you owe it to 
your family and 
associates to tell 
them either, “Look, 
if  trouble comes, 
I may react with 
sudden violence. 
I may not be able 
to take care of  you 
and the threat at 
the same time, so 
if you’re not in the 
fight with me,  you 
should get outta my 
way and flee,” or, 
“If  trouble comes, 
my instinct is to get 
away from it, fast. 

I’m not into violent confrontation; I 
don’t deal with it well. I can’t move 
fast if  I’m carrying or dragging you, 
so do what you want but I’m outta 
there,  understand?” For many people, 
Uncle John said, either way, that kind 
of  honesty demands courage—and is 
potentially life-saving.

•  J O h N  C O N N O R  •

NOT-SO-FAMOUS QUOTES
Lines you won’t read anywhere else.
“Try never to run out of smokes, ammo and luck all at the same time. But 

remember, if you have ammo, you can always get more smokes, and make your 
own luck.”—G.K. Shirpa

One of the oldest folders in my jumbled files is titled 
“Things Said & done.” It’s kind of a catch-all of 

quotes, quips and lines from places bright and dark. now 
and then that file needs airing out, you know? Like now….

They’re not famous, but 
maybe they oughtta be….
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Another great quote came from 
a silly, stupid confrontation between 
him and a rude 20-something 
dipstick blocking a passageway and 
intimidating folks who just wanted 
to get by. When this dummy gave ’em 
his best mirror-practiced mad-dog 
look, others turned and took the long 
way around. Uncle John didn’t. The 
exchange deteriorated quickly and 
the idjit asked, “So you think you’re 
some kinda tough guy, huh?” Uncle 
John smiled.

“No,” he laughed, “I’m not a tough 
guy. But I’m an ex-professional tough 
guy,  and I remember a few tricks. So 
if  you feel the need to bleed, give it 
your best shot, sonny.” The kid gave 
him a long look, then silently turned 
his back and got as thin as he could 
against the passageway wall. 

Another great line came from a 
sorta-related situation. In a smallish 
town in a warm sub-tropical place, 
half  a dozen nominally white 
dudes were having lunch and beer 
in a cantina. The locals took them 
for Yankees or Euros connected 
with a nearby bridge project. They 
weren’t, but that was the intent. The 
atmosphere was generally friendly, 
but that didn’t extend to the village 
bullyboy, who looked like a swarthy 
version of  Andre the Giant.

He came in with a sneer lifting 
his bushy moustache and a machete 
dangling from one hand. It rapidly 
became apparent that his aim was 
to cow the foreigners—get ’em to 
squirm—and he’d done this before, 
successfully. A series of  insults 
followed. The oldest and smallest of 
the group sat at the head of  the table, 
and BullyBoy focused on him, crudely 
challenging him to fight and prove his 
doubtful manhood. 

“No,” the elderly gentleman 
demurred, “My fighting days are 
past.” BullyBoy advanced, his 
machete swinging up. “You will fight, 
or die like a dog!” It may have been 
any empty theatrical threat—but who 
knew? Anyway, it’s doubtful he had 
time to realize his error.

Suddenly a shorty AR appeared 
which had been slung from the gent’s 
shoulder under his rain slicker, and 
several rounds dropped BullyBoy 
backward like a church door blown 
from its hinges. The old man got up, 
surveying the room and his voided 
antagonist. Leaning over a man who 
couldn’t hear the words, he stated 
clearly, “I said my fighting days were 
past, not my killing days—fool!”

I don’t think any line in any movie 
could be better than that one, do you?

Oh, boy; here are some great 
1-liners—but there’s no more room! 
Another time, OK? Connor OUT
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the companies listed have featured 
advertisements in this issue. look to 

them first when you are ready to make a 
purchase.
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Highway Patrolman and headed for 
Keith Country nine years later, three 
other Smith & Wessons were added to 
my shooting collection. When the .44 
Magnum first came out, a local gun 
shop rented out a 4" .44 Magnum and 
when I shot it I knew I didn’t want one. 
Instead I bought a Ruger .44 Magnum 
Flat-Top Blackhawk and then found 
it was even harder to handle than the 
Smith & Wesson. 

First Article
As I became a more experienced 

sixgunner, growing a little older 
and wiser, I did learn to handle the 
Ruger and branched out to Smith & 
Wesson’s .44 Magnums first adding a 
6-1/2" version and then a 4" Packin’ 
Pistol. Then the addition of a 
Ruger Super Blackhawk in .44 
Magnum gave me an excellent 
quartet. I spent the summer 
of 1967 with my family and 
these four .44 Magnums in 
the Payette National Forest. 
I wrote my first article, Four 
x .44 = Fun, at that time. It 
was the first of what is now 
close to 2,000 articles and five 
books. You can bet I still have 
these four .44 Magnums and 
they are very special to me.

My other very early 
1960s Smith & Wesson was 
one of the best ideas S&W 
ever came up with (actually 
they were nudged into it by 
Bill Jordan). I got a copy 
of Bill’s No Second Place 
Winner, read it and re-read 
it. There was no way at the 
time I could ever even begin 
to imagine I would someday 
be able to call Bill Jordan 
friend. When I headed up The 
Outstanding American Handgunner 
Awards Foundation, Bill was my vice 
president and allowed me the honor 
of writing his presentation speeches. 
We spent some very special times 
together. I think of him every time 
I shoot my .357 Combat Magnums. 
By using the basic M&P frame and 
cylinder size S&W was able to come 
up with a smaller and much easier to 
carry all-day .357. Bill called it “The 
Peace Officer’s Dream.”

Another very special fellow also 
comes to mind connected to the 
Combat Magnum or as it is most 
commonly known today, the Model 
19. Kent Bellah was an early writer 
for this magazine and also very fond 
of the Combat Magnum. From him 
I picked up the idea of “a pair and a 
spare,” which meant for any true using 
sixgun one should have two plus one 

more as a backup.  It took me quite a 
while, however I eventually had a pair 
and a spare of Combat Magnums. I 
also learned an awful lot from Bellah 
about reloading and regret never 
having met him. 

The Only
Writers often use the term 

“arguably.” I won’t argue, I will 
just say there are only two types 
of double-action sixguns, Smith & 
Wessons and all others. The pre-War 
models with their old long actions 
are found by most sixgunners to be 
the easiest revolvers to shoot double 
action. These include the 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd Model .44 Special Hand Ejectors 
and the .38/44 Heavy Duty, all of 
which are now regarded as N-Frames; 
and the first K-Frame, the .38 Special 

Military & Police. All of these are 
superb double-action sixguns and 
the .38/44, which became the .357 
Magnum, is probably the easiest of all 
double actions to handle. Of course, 
this is all subjective, however again I 
won’t argue the point. 

Over the years I’ve been able to 
add all of the .44 Specials as well as 
the .38/44 to my shooting collection. 
My first Model, the Triple-Lock, is a 
very special Special as it came from an 
old-time gunwriter and the man who 
turned over the reins of OAHAF to 
me, Hal Swiggett. Men just do not 
come any finer than Hal and, although 
he is 6" shorter than I am, I still look 
up to him. Hal was born in 1921, and 
passed away in 2009. 

Smith & Wesson 4" .44 Specials 
are just about as Perfect as a Packin’ 
Pistol can be. In recent years Smith 

.44 Specials have taken a huge jump in 
price and what was $900 a few years 
ago, is now closer to $1,900, $2,900 
even $3,900. Thanks to readers I 
have been able to come up with three 
like new 4" .44 Special Smiths for 
exceptionally reasonable prices. One, 
a 3rd Model, also known as the 1926 
Model, with fixed sights in absolutely 
excellent condition, came thanks to 
a reader in Washington who spotted 
it in a small gun shop and put me in 
touch with the owner. 

In 1950 the 1926 Model became the 
1950 Model and with this .44 readers 
came through for me again finding 
both a fixed-sighted Military Model 
and a Target Model with 4" barrels. I 
have less invested in these three than 
one of the more easily found 6-1/2" 
1950 Target Models will bring today. 

S&W’s Mountain Gun, which 
has been offered in both .44 
Magnum and .45 Colt, as 
well as both blue and stainless 
finishes, uses the slim barrel 
profile of the 1950 Target.  

In recent years Smith & 
Wesson has begun issuing 
reincarnations of the old 
classic sixguns. No they are 
not dead ringers, however they 
shoot just as well, or better, 
and also maintain tighter 
tolerances. The only drawback 
is that little hole slightly above 
the cylinder release latch; it is 
part of the 21st century and a 
whole lot easier for me to deal 
with than a liability warning 
label found on the barrel or 
frame of so many handguns 
today. At least shooters can 
have access to brand new 
Smith & Wessons following 
the form of the old sixguns 
and offered in .44 Special, .45 
Colt and .357 Magnum. Even 

the .44 Magnum has been returned to 
the catalog, offered in both blue and 
nickel finishes. 

The fondest memories of sixguns 
come from times spent with family 
and friends or when the gun kept us 
from harm. Twenty-five years ago I 
was hunting antelope in Wyoming 
and apparently violated the territorial 
space of a wild mustang who 
challenged me at close range, pawing 
the ground and tossing his head. The 
4" Smith & Wesson .44 Magnum 
in my hand made me feel awfully 
secure. The old boy must have sensed 
it as with a few snorts and a bit more 
pounding the ground with his hooves 
he turned around and ran off. I have 
no idea what the law at the time or in 
that area was concerning wild horses, 
I was simply happy I did not have to 
shoot him.   

continued from page 82

Perfect Packin’ Pistols S&W-style: 4" .44 Magnum and .44 Special 
1950 Target.



By 1957 I had my first and second 
double-action sixguns, however, I 
can’t remember which one was the 
chicken and which was the egg. They 
were both Smith & Wessons. One was 
a WWI surplus M1917 .45 ACP and 
ammunition was $1 for 50 rounds, 
which gave a lot of cheap shooting. 
In those days I never saw a half-moon 

clip, let alone one of the full-moon 
versions so prevalent today. That old 
Smith worked just fine without the 
clips although it was a nuisance to 
pick out the empties. 

The highway Patrolman
The brand-new Smith & Wesson 

was a .357 Magnum Highway 
Patrolman which 
soon after my 
purchase became the 
Model 28. In those 
days the Ruger .357 
Magnum Flat-Top 
Blackhawk sold for 
$87.50 while Smith 
& Wesson’s premier 
.357 Magnum, the 
original dating back 
to 1935, carried a 
price tag of $120. The 
Highway Patrolman 
was nothing less 
than a .357 Magnum 
in working clothes. 
No carefully 
polished surface, no 
checkering on the 
top of the barrel 
rib and rear sight 

assembly and no bright blue finish. 
The Patrolman was just a plain-Jane 
matte blue that not only became 
popular with law enforcement but 
outdoorsmen as well. 

The .357 Magnum was offered 
in several barrel lengths from 3-1/2" 
to 8-3/8", however, the Highway 
Patrolman came only with a 4" or 6" 
barrel; I went with the easier packing 
short-barrel. The great thing about the 
Highway Patrolman was not having to 
worry about hurting the finish in bad 
weather.  Just as with the .357 Ruger 
Blackhawk the Highway Patrolman 
was used with the Keith 358429 
loaded over 13.5 grains of 2400 in .38 
Special brass. 

Between the time I purchased that 

continued on page 81

A hAlF CENTURY 
WITh SIxGUNS: 

Smith & Wessons

The year was 1955. The first advisers are sent to 
vietnam, churchill resigns as Prime Minister of the 

united Kingdom and a bomb explodes on Flight 629 
killing everyone aboard. disneyland opens, Gunsmoke 
begins its long reign on Tv and elmer Keith writes 
Sixguns. This is also a year for great guns: colt introduces 
the .357 Magnum Python, Smith & Wesson comes forth 
with the .357 combat Magnum, the .45 AcP 1955 Target 
and in the last days of december, the .44 Magnum arrives. 
I had just started my senior year in high school and could 
only dream about sixguns. 

A pair and a spare of 4" .44 Specials: Ivory stocked Model 24-3s and a 
1950 Target. The carved leather is El Paso’s Tom Threepersons.

A very much younger Taffin with a pair of Smith 
& Wesson .44 Magnums in 1967.
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