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CDP pistols feature match grade barrels, night sights and a 
Carry Melt treatment that rounds & blends edges to prevent 
snagging on clothing or holsters.

The Custom CDP II™ .45 ACP 
has a 5-inch barrel and 
weighs only 31 ounces. 
It is the � nest full-size 1911 
carry pistol available today.

The Pro CDP II™ .45 ACP has 
a 4-inch barrel and full-length 
grip. At just 28 ounces, it is 
easy to carry & conceal.

©2009 Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Kimber names, logos and other 
trademarks may not be used without permission. Names of other companies, 
products and services may be the property of their respective owners. Kimber 
firearms are shipped with an instructional manual and California-approved 
cable lock. Copy of instruction manual available by request.

Ultra CDP II™ pistols in .45 ACP 
& 9mm have 3-inch barrels & 
weigh just 25 ounces.

CDP pistols are powerful, accurate and absolutely dependable. Built in the 
Kimber® Custom Shop™,  they feature night sights and 30 lines-per-inch 
checkering on the frontstrap and under the trigger guard for a positive grip. 
Slides are machined from stainless steel and aluminum frames wear KimPro II™,  
a premium fi nish that is self-lubricating and extremely resistant to the elements. 
All have a match grade barrel, chamber and trigger. Adding these features during 
production reduces their price by over $500, giving them incredible value. See 
them in action at www.kimberamerica.com. Carry the best. Carry a Kimber.

The Best Defense.
The Custom Defense Package–CDP–from Kimber.

The Choice of America’s Best.

www.kimberamerica.com 
For information on products and dealer 

locations please send $2 to:

Kimber, Dept. 264
One Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY 10705

Information is also available at (800) 880-2418

http://www.kimberamerica.com
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Just like a mongoose with fangs up front and fur in the back, the
Otis MongooseTM brush/swab features the speedy best of both
worlds! With both copper bristles and a cotton composite cleaning
swab, a single pass through your barrel can provide a quick speed
clean in less than 5 seconds!

If during a hunt you get some snow/water/dirt or debris
in your barrel, a quick pass with the MongooseTM will have you
shooting again in no time. The SupraTineTM bristles mechanically
dislodge any hardened fouling and the swab sweeps it all clean. A
drop of Otis 085TM Ultra BoreTM Cleaner and you have the benefit
of a chemical cleaning and rust protection. Its a great end-of-day
quick cleaner to handle condensation that may have built up dur-
ing the day, or before the hunt when your gun goes from your warm
trunk to the chilly morning air.

The cotton swab is specially woven to hold shape and
wont dissolve under harsh chemical solvents, leaving dissolved
brush residue in the bore. Otis' SupraTineTM bristle construction
has three times the number of bristles of typical brushes, making

each pass through the bore equal to three passes with a conven-
tional brush. Custom short-brush design allows access for limited

breech firearms and auto-
matics. TufcorTM Proprietary
Binding wire holds the bris-
tles and swab securely and
can't break off in the bore,
rendering the weapon un-
shootable, as often happens
with lesser designs.

The MongooseTM is available in .17, .25, .30, and .38
calibers and is sold in packs of 5. Integrates seamlessly with all
Otis kits for Breech-to-MuzzleTM cleaning.
Think of it as a high speed "Dual Action
Cleanse" for your gun barrel! 100%
Made in America.
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Speed Cleaning
for your
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Call Today for a free Catalog!
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CROSSFIRE
LETTERS TO GUNS

Destructive Boys 
I’m not an attorney, nor do I play 

one on television, but isn’t anything 
over 50 caliber such as the Boys Anti-
Tank rifle in April’s Q&A considered a 
destructive device by our good friends at 
ATF, unless it is black powder (because 
everyone knows black powder can’t 
kill anyone?) And if it is a destructive 
device, doesn’t it require a Class III 
license?

Chuck Voigtsberger
Ventura, California

You are correct. Sadly, I should’ve 
researched it a little further. The WWII 
Boys Anti Tank rifle in  .55 Boys 
must be registered with the ATF as a 
Class III destructive device with a $200 
tax stamp. However, if it is converted 
to .50 BMG, it then becomes a Class 
I rifle, thus the reason so many are 
converted here.—Jeff John

Still Wrong
Thanks for printing the “Codrea 

Wrong” letter from Justin Wolf 
in the March issue. He expressed 
my sentiments perfectly, and you 
vindicated yourself by printing it. 
After reading Mr. Codrea’s January 
column I was very tempted to cancel 
my subscription; instead, I’ll just skip 
the “Rights Watch” section until Mr. 
Codrea no longer writes it. 

I’m a gun owner and a great admirer 
of the Second Amendment, but I hate 
political propaganda, and that seems to 
be all Mr. Codrea is capable of writing. 
I think your readers would be much 
better served if the “Rights Watch” 
column were written by a constitutional 
scholar rather than a political activist. 

Mr. Codrea doesn’t inform me of 
challenges to my second amendment 
rights, he spews propaganda, and 
because of that he shouldn’t be allowed 
to write for your fine magazine. 

Clay Houser
Topeka Kansas

Lexington & Concord
I read with great personal interest 

John Connor’s column “Pause and 
Remember” in the April issue. In 1988 

my company sent me to the Concord 
area on business, and I spent my free 
time looking up historical sites. 

It was early in the morning when I 
went to the site of that battle, the sun 
was barely up, a foggy mist was rising 
off the river. The original bridge had 
long ago been replaced with a replica 
and markers. I will never forget the 
stillness of that morning, a slight 
breeze, hearing only some birds. It was 
an eerie feeling as I stood on the bridge 
and looked across thru the fog, a chill 
ran thru me, and in my mind I could see 
and hear those men confronting each 
other. Of all the places I had visited, 
that one has stuck with me all these 
years. Thanks, John, for a great article, 
and letting me relive that experience.

Jerry Hutchison
Gilbert, Arizona
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When I was a kid studying 
marksmanship—a study continuing to 
this day—follow-through was one of the 
Commandments written in stone. Not 
quite up there with “focus on the front 
sight” and “don’t jerk your trigger,” but 
about one tier down along with “breath 
control” and such.

“Follow-through” means when the 
sear releases and the cartridge in the 
chamber discharges, the shooter should 
in essence keep everything as it was. 
That is, don’t let the index finger spring 
off the trigger. Don’t let the other digits 
relax their grasp on the gun. Don’t lose 
the sight picture, because you may want 

to bring it back down on target.
In the early days, follow-through 

was all the more important, because of 
the lock time factor. Lock time is what 
elapses between when the sear releases, 
and the shot goes off. It is the time it 
takes the hammer to fall, or the striker to 
snap forward and impact the cartridge’s 
primer. In addition to lock time, we have 
to consider the dwell time of the bullet 
as it travels down the barrel.

This was important with guns of 
the past. The time from sear-break to 
ignition to bullet departure from the 
muzzle was longer with, say, a cap-
lock black powder musket than with a 
modern semiautomatic pistol. It was 
longer still with the preceding flintlock 
because the cocking piece had to strike 
the frizzen and generate a spark, which 
in turn would ignite the priming powder 
in the pan, and then ignition had to 
travel to the main powder charge, burn, 
and finally start the ball on its way down 
the barrel. 

Watch a shooter with a flintlock, and 
you’ll see a distinct lapse between “the 
flash in the pan” and the muzzle blast 
signaling the projectile taking flight. 
And it was longer still with the earlier 
matchlocks. To the shooter making the 
shot, it seems like an achingly long 
interval, and follow-through absolutely 
must be maintained, or you can move 
the barrel enough between sear release 
and the shot to turn what would have 
been a center hit into a wide miss.

I’ve heard people who should know 
better claim with modern arms and 
ammunition, the shooter should still 
practice follow-through to keep the 
barrel from changing its orientation 
before the bullet leaves the muzzle. 
I have to respectfully disagree. Lock 
time and dwell time in modern arms 
are so brief the bullet is already on its 
way before the shooter can fully realize 
the shot has been fired. Reaction time 
to an anticipated stimulus, such as 
an intended gunshot fired by oneself, 
averages around a quarter of a second. 
Some people (usually younger people) 
with very fast reaction time can get 
down in the .15 to .17 second range of 

FoLLoW-THRoUGH
How much does a handgun shooter really need?

Former	national	champ	Julie	goloski-golub	strafes	targets	right	to	left	with	her	S&W	M&P9.	Note	
her	shooting	stance	(above).	Here,	with	her	last	two	spent	casings	still	in	the	air,	she	deliberately	
eschews	follow-through	and	is	breaking	her	hold	to	begin	her	sprint	to	next	firing	station	(below).	
Scene	is	’09	IDPA	Nationals	in	tulsa,	Oklahoma.

Follow-through is a basic concept of precision shooting, but can 
be dispensed with, to at least some degree, when the firing gets 

fast and furious.
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reaction time to anticipated stimulus. 
The fastest reaction time I’ve ever heard 
postulated in a human is a 1/10 second. 
That’s still too fast for failure to follow 
through to change anything before the 
bullet is free of the barrel and traveling 
along its predetermined path.

Follow-Through Vs. Speed
Your correspondent spends most of 

his recreational shooting time at action 
pistol matches. Accuracy is certainly a 
factor, but speed wins. The top champions 
in USPSA/IPSC and IDPA—champs 
like Rob Leatham, Todd Jarrett, Frank 
Garcia, and Jerry Miculek, to name 
just four—will tell you that while it’s 
important to concentrate on your speed 
of fire, other areas must not be neglected 
“when the clock is running.” 

They’ll remind you of other 
timesaving measures that can help you 
win. They’ll admonish you to “drive 
the gun,” moving it rapidly between 
multiple targets rather than tracking 
slowly and then trying to make up time 
by honking the trigger too fast. They 
also won’t emphasize follow-through 
nearly as much as a coach in one of the 
slow fire (or “slower-fire”) games.

I photograph top shooters so I can 
better see what they’re doing, and I have 
friends photograph me while shooting 
for a similar reason: so I can diagnose 

Steve	Denney	is	already	partway	through	reload	of	his	S&W	M&P	auto,	with	spent	casing	from	last	
shot	still	in	the	air.	Scene	is	First	Coast	IDPA	Match,	Jacksonville,	Florida.

http://www.proforceonline.com
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any mistakes I didn’t pick up on while 
I was actually running the gun. Some 
of those photos are shared with you 
on these pages. At the IDPA Nationals 
of ’09 at the superb USSA facility in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma I watched many-time 
National Champ Julie Goloski-Golub 
perform a screamingly good run. Brass 
squirted from her S&W M&P 9mm like 
a fountain, the lead all hitting home 
downrange—and as soon as she’d fired 
the last shot she had planned to at that 
station, she was lowering her gun while 
the brass was still in the air. It saved her 
a fraction of a second getting to the next 
firing point: she had eliminated wasted 
time.

I started looking for that, and noticed 
it with some seasoned shooters I compete 
with more regularly. Firearms instructor 
Steve Denney is an ex-cop who tends to 
win local Enhanced Service Revolver 
matches with his favorite competition 
gun, the S&W Model 625 .45 revolver. 
On this day he was shooting his carry 
piece, an M&P auto, and I noticed in 
one fast stage the gun was down and 
already being reloaded while his last 
piece of ejected brass was still hanging 
in the air. Another slice of time saved. 
I watched IDPA Five-Gun Master 
Jon Strayer break out of Position One 
when he was done there and begin his 
lunge to Position Two for the next shot 
sequence while the 9mm brass from 
his Springfield Armory Custom Shop 
XD(m) was still airborne. Jon won the 
match overall that day.

With such little slices of timesaving 
matches can be won or lost. Four years 
ago, I came in second at a state shoot 
in New England by 13/100ths of a 
second. Four years since, more than 126 
million seconds later, I still kick myself 
for those thirteen one-hundredths of 
one second. Sometimes, small time 
savings count. Putting more emphasis 
on follow-through than needed can cost 
some of those seconds. Being able to 
dispense with it seamlessly, and swiftly 
completing your action plan of shooting 
that much faster, can make more positive 
difference than we might think.

Spent	casing	from	last	shot	is	still	airborne,	
and	Jon	Strayer	has	already	lowered	gun,	
removed	his	trigger	finger	from	the	guard,	and	
is	beginning	his	lunge	to	next	shooting	position.

http://www.rockriverarms.com
http://www.pearcegrip.com
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I now have that particular issue. It 
was from December 1962. A short while 
back a young fellow e-mailed me with 
a question. It seems his girlfriend had 
found a stack of old gun magazines at a 
yard sale and bought them for him. They 
dated from 1958 to 1962. His question 
was about a writer published in many 
of them. I couldn’t help him with that, 
but as a long shot asked him if one of 
those old gun magazines happened 
to have a red cover with a blurb about 
“burp guns.” The next day he e-mailed 
me a photo of its cover and said, “You 
mean this one?” Indeed I did and sent 
him enough bucks to take his girlfriend 
out for a nice dinner. 

New Passion
Why was that magazine so important 

to me? Because it was the very first 
gun magazine I ever bought and as 

such it was a defining moment in my 
life. For anyone interested in World 
War II history, the fall of 1962 was a 
pretty good time. One TV network had 
Combat! showing on Tuesday nights 
while another had a program called 
The Gallant Men on Friday nights. 
(Combat! stayed for many seasons but 
The Gallant Men lasted only that one 
season.) I watched both every week. 

With that frame of mind, while 
browsing a newsstand my eye happened 
to catch that “Burp Guns of Modern 
Armies” blurb and somehow or the 
other I actually had the 50¢ purchase 
price. That magazine started a passion 
and thereafter I bought every gun 
magazine that hit the stands in our 
little West Virginia coal-mining town. 
Little did I realize then in 1962 that 10 
years later I would have my first article 
published in a gun magazine and that by 

2010 I would have authored over 1,500 
articles for gun magazines. Even more, 
I never dreamed back in 1962 I would 
eventually even have my own modest 
collection of “burp guns.” 

Good Read?
Was that first gun magazine of mine 

as good as I remembered? No way! 
Actually it was pretty bad, especially 
when compared to today’s magazines. 
That “Burp Guns Of Modern Armies” 
article actually had little in it about burp 
guns. Mostly it covered every personal 
weapon used by modern armies from 
pistols to infantry rifles. Some editor 
gave it a catchy title to cover for its 
staid contents. There was also an article 
touting a .358 Belted Magnum, which 
amounted to nothing in the firearms 
community. And the cover story was 
about Ruger’s .256 Hawkeye single-
shot pistol, which amounted to little 
more than that .358 Magnum. 

There was an interesting article 
intended for law enforcement types titled 
“Don’t Die Trying.” It was mostly an 
indictment of the .38 Special as a police 
cartridge. This was about the beginning 
of the move for an intermediate magnum 

dUkE’S dEFINING MoMENT
Where a hobby began.

For many years now I’ve been searching for something. It 
wasn’t a gun or a rare bullet mould. It was a simple magazine; 

precisely a Gun World magazine. I couldn’t remember its exact 
date but figured it had to be from late 1962 or early 1963. All I 
could really remember about it was that its cover was red and there 
was a blurb on it reading “Burp Guns Of Modern Armies.” 

little	did	Duke	realize	back	in	
1962	that	in	about	48	years	he	
would	actually	have	his	own	
modest	collection	of	“burp	guns”	
such	as	this	russian	PPsh41.



WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM 13

Untitled-1   1 2/5/10   7:54:13 AM

George Tichbourne
KNIFEMAKER

SHEFFIELD STYLE BOWIE

http://www.tichbourneknives.com
(905) 670-0200

7035 Maxwell Rd. #5, Mississauga, Ontario L5S 1R5 CANADA

cartridge that produced the .41 Magnum. 
One article I found interesting even today 
was titled “Schrecklichkeit—Firearms 
For Fright.” That one concerned the 
World War I German Army’s indignation 
about American troops using shotguns 
in trench warfare. 

Perhaps the most interesting things 
in that 1962 gun magazine were the 
advertisements. There was a Chicago 
based outfit called Klein’s offering US 
Model 1917 rifles for $29.95 and US 
Model 1903s for $34.88 and Colt US 
Model 1917 .45 revolvers for $24.95. 
There were also ads from some nearly 
forgotten company names such as Great 
Western (replica single actions), Herter’s 
(reloading equipment) and Redfield rifle 
scopes. 

Interestingly, there was only one 
author’s name in the entire issue who I 
recognized. That was the late Jack Lewis 
who in 1962 was one of the owners of 
the magazine. (By the way Gun World 
magazine still exists and its current 
editor is my old friend Jan Libourel.) 

Funny how life goes: as a 13-year 
old my eye caught that red magazine 
cover. Up to that point I’m not at all 
sure I was aware gun magazines existed. 
Afterwards I certainly was to the point 
there are still hundreds of them in the 
basement of our old family home back in 
West Virginia. Perhaps without that first 
gun magazine my life would have taken 
a different path. My folks desperately 
wanted me to become a lawyer and had 
serious misgivings about my desire to 
become a gun’riter. Luckily for me I 
followed my heart. That old December 
1962 magazine was my first step down 
that path. 

this	December	1962	issue	of	Gun World	was	
Duke’s	introduction	into	gun	magazines.	the	
“Burp	guns	of	Modern	Armies”	was	what	got	his	
attention.

http://www.tichbourneknives.com
http://www.aimpoint.com
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At our first meeting, none of the 
systems had basic working zeros in 
place. In fairness, that’s because it is 
new gear or gear sort of issued as it went 
out the door for testing. So this is stated 
correctly and understood, the current 
understaffed, overworked and under-
funded military does a great job for 
which I am grateful. As is often the case, 
you can issue gear out, but it doesn’t 
mean the person behind it knows how 
to run it or—most of all—gets enough 
training time to bring themselves up 
with their system. 

With the rapid rotations and constant 
train ups as well as the “add new gear 

to the system,” every time the troops 
come stateside it is a wonder they 
do as well as they do with the limited 
resources they have, and the even more 
limited command direction and support. 
Anyway, we got all these guns and the 
media, especially the gun media, are 
after a story about the “newest” cool 
guns. But are they that cool? Beyond 
a few promo photos, what guns really 
exist and are being used by more than a 
few select people?

Marketing 
Marketing. Yeah those guys again… 

“Everyone in SOCOM (Special 

Operations Command) is using our 
gun and our gun is great and everyone 
in SOCOM worldwide has one.” 
Actually, they don’t! I recently spent 
some time with a group who by the time 
you read this will be scattered all over 
Afghanistan, and they don’t even have 
the new SCAR. As a matter of fact they 
still all don’t even have the M110 semi-
automatic sniper system. The M110 was 
accepted in 2005, tested in Afghanistan 
in 2007 and by the time you read this 
it will be 2010. Now versions including 
the Mk 11 Mod 0 exist with me putting 
my eyes and hands on a rifle marked 
USM110—with the “M” in theory 
making the rifle now officially in place 
in the system. 

While the troops wait for the SCAR 
to arrive I thought I’d tell you about 
the rifles they are really using right this 
minute—not what they might get and 
or what will be issued someday… in 
theory.

The Old 
The old is the original and real deal 

Remington M24 bolt-action rifle. This 
version is a long-action rifle and is 
mostly chambered for .308, but I have 
seen people shoot the rifle in .300 
Winchester with the vast majority still 
being of the 7.62x51 breed. Adopted 
in 1988, the rifle is still around in large 
numbers in all branches of the military. 
Looking through data books of the rifles 
present I found log dates starting from 
1998 and yet we were shooting this rifle 
in November 2009 in Oregon. As usual, 
for the military there was a hodge-podge 
of scopes mounted on the rifles, but 
these scopes were at least all mounted 
on upgraded modular rail systems 
allowing for myriad stuff to be attached 
to the rifles as might be required. 

All scopes present were Leupold with 
the variations coming forth in adjustment 
types with version designators of M3A, 
M3ALR being present. The M24 rifles 
we shot during the week using 175-grain 
SMK CorBon ammunition and M118LR 
shot well and generally ate the lunch of 
all the targets out to 1,000 yards without 
much concern other than the always-

SoMETHING oLd, SoMETHING NEW…
What we really use.

RANGING SHOTS
•  CLINT SMITH  •

the	new	“heavy”	FN	SCAr	rifle	(see	the	March	issue	for	a	review	of	the	.223)	is	called	heavy	because	
the	caliber	is	7.62x51mm.	Note	this	version	has	a	suppressor	mounted	(above).	the	Knight’s	Armament	
M110	SASS	rifle	(below,	left),	in	various	forms	of	use	and	dress,	is	an	Ar-type	rifle	in	.308.	the	McCann	
rail	system	(below,	right)	as	mounted	on	the	M24.	remington	calls	this	rail	system	the	“MArS.

Noted with interest are recent articles about the latest and 
greatest small arms being theoretically adopted by United 

States military Special Operations Unit. I have had a brief glimpse 
of the current weapons issue rodeo with in-person, hands-on 
examples of several dozen weapons issued to small groups of 
people.
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present wind issue. A couple of the 
stronger shooters placed hits on targets 
at 1,100 and 1,200 yards, but this was an 
exception not the rule. In my opinion and 
experience, anything from the muzzle of 
the M24 out to 800 yards is and will be in 
constant jeopardy. Whoever is out there 
better put on a strong chicken plate or be 
on standby for a short but hard fall.

The New
With monikers of SR25, XM110, 

M110, Mk 11 Mod 0, it’s the magazine-
fed AR-type platform rifle chambered 
for the .308 cartridge. Referred to as a 
semi-automatic sniper system, this all 
stems from Knight’s Armaments and 
their systems. These seem to be solid 
rifles when used inside the range they 
were intended for. Different rifles and 
versions present had different rear stock 
setups to address length of pull, stock 
weld and probably eye relief. 

The Newest
The newest rifle I saw was what 

the troops referred to as the FN Heavy 
SCAR. The connotation of “heavy” is 
more about the caliber being .308 than 
the rifle’s physical weight. One of the 
more gracious things I heard said about 
it all week was “it is easy to clean.” 
In my view it truly did not outshoot 
any of the other guns, and with the 
suppressor on the end it often required 
a full mil change or add on in the scope 
adjustment mode to get on targets. It was 
not loud with the suppressor mounted, 
but I think the fire it spews out the four 
hole sets in the suppressor will leave 
a notable signature at best and a grass 
fire at worst… although I guess there 
will be limited grass fires in the desert 
or someplace like that. Armies by nature 
have bitched a lot since the beginning 
of time, and this rifle seemed to provide 
a solid basis for what seems to be an 
ongoing trend among many regarding 
the FN. 

The End?
In the end the FN-thing-newest-

rifle may work out. The new M110 is a 
decent rifle capable of its assigned task. 

Consideration must be given to actual 
potential of the M110 and the rifle should 
be protected and not put in the wrong 
category when used… with the positive 
end results often depending on who is 
behind it when the trigger is pulled. 
The old dog M24 I think will be present 
for many years to come regardless of 
“current trends” in weapons upgrades. 
Me, I would just wish for the troops 
some decent food, a working rifle/
scope, consistent ammunition, a place 
to practice, and good cover if a fight 
starts.

the	M24	remington	rifle	on	the	
range	and	in	the	field	is	a	solid	
performer—even	if	it	is	old.
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RIMFIRES
•  HOLT BODINSON  •
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With 5-1/2 million PPSh-41s 
fabricated in WWII alone, the distinctive 
look of the Soviet submachine guns 
has now found its way into the 
world of rimfire. Meet Legacy Sport 
International’s little burp gun.

Looking through Legacy’s extensive 
firearms and optics catalog, the image 
of the little Puma PPS in .22 LR just 
jumped off the page. Many years ago, 
a similar clone was imported and 
marketed by Bingham, Ltd. of Norcross, 
Georgia. I’ve owned two of them. Fitted 
with steel drum or stick magazines, the 
Bingham guns were distinctive looking, 
utterly reliable semi-automatics and a 

real hoot to shoot.
Although the little burp guns carry 

the “PPS” label, they are really more of 
a visual copy of the predecessors to the 
PPSh-41, namely the Russian M34/38 
and PPD M1940 submachine guns. 
All three models share a similar look 
with their ventilated barrel shrouds and 
71-round, drum magazines. The big 
difference is the appearance of the stocks. 
The M34/38 and PPD models feature 
wooden forearms, like Legacy’s PPS22. 
To simplify production, the forearm of 
the PPSh-41 on the other hand is the 
steel barrel shroud itself.    

The original .22 LR version of the 

PPS disappeared from the marketplace 
in 1985, and I’m pleased Legacy has 
brought a new PPS22 back to the rimfire 
market. It’s a dead ringer for the earlier 
imported model, except for the newer 
model’s polymer, rather than steel, 
50-round, drum magazine. 

Legacy Sports International itself 
is a major American importer of 
sporting firearms and optics. Their most 
recognizable brands include Howa/
Hogue rifles; Puma model 1892 and 
1886 lever action rifles, 1887 lever action 
shotguns and single action revolvers; 
BUL and Citadel semi-automatic, 
centerfire pistols; Verona and Escort 
shotguns and Nikko Sterling scopes and 
binoculars. 

Legacy’s PPS22 is made in Italy 
by F. LLI Pietta, a respected maker of 
fine replica historical firearms. Pietta 
stamps the side of the receiver with the 
model designation, “Mod. PPS/50 Cal. 
22LR,” while the top of the receiver 
carries Legacy’s model name of “Puma 
PPS22.”  

It’s a sturdy little gun made of real 
steel and wood. Even without its drum 
magazine, the Puma PPS22 weighs 
almost 5-1/2 pounds. Most of the weight 
is in the straight profiled 16" barrel 
measuring approximately .6" and in the 
distinctive Soviet-style ventilated barrel 
shroud, which has an outside diameter 
of 1". Featuring round holes in its barrel 
shroud rather than the long oval slots of 
the Soviet design, the PPS22 looks more 

THE PPS22
Legacy’s little .22 LR burp gun.

the	addition	of	a	Nikko	Sterling	rimfire	scope	brought	out	the	best	the	PPS22	had	to	offer.	An	
adjustable	objective	to	remove	parallax	adds	versatility	to	a	precision	rimfire	scope.	the	full	length	
ventilated	shroud	adds	an	essential	military	flare	to	the	overall	design	of	the	PPS22.

the	legacy	Sports	PPS22	is	a	fun	
accurate	rimfire	modeled	after	the	
Soviet	era	PPSh	submachinegun.

If there was ever an enduring image of the Soviet Army in WWII, 
it would be their infantry riding west to Berlin on T34 tanks 

armed with PPSh-41 submachine guns, firing the 7.62x25mm 
pistol round. The image emerged once again during the Korean 
War as North Koreans and ChiComms staged massed infantry 
attacks on American and allied lines with homegrown, 71-round, 
drum-fed, PPSh-41s in hand. A few years later, the PPSh emerged 
again, this time in Vietnam. 

the	50-round	drum	magazine	is	easier	to	attach	
if	the	PPS22	is	turned	upside	down.	ten-	or	
30-round	stick	magazines	are	also	available.
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like a Yugoslavian Model 49 variation. 
Add a fully charged 50-round magazine, 
and the little rattle gun weighs in at a 
hefty 6-3/4 pounds. The real PPSh-41 
was a hefty piece as well with an 
unloaded weight of 10-3/4 pounds! 

The stock is made from a walnut-
stained beechwood, is fitted with a 
smooth, curved aluminum buttplate, 
sling swivel bases and sports a length-
of-pull of 13-1/2".

The grooved forearm ahead of the 
magazine well is a short 6-7/8", and I 
find when I shoulder the gun, my leading 
hand is right at the end of the forearm 
tip, cradling the sling swivel base. 

Like the original models, the Legacy 
model is offered with both drum and stick 
magazines. The stick magazines carry 
either 10 or 30 rounds and the drum, 50. 
Our test model came through with the 
more eye-catching 50-round drum. It’s 
plastic, and it’s easy to load from the top 
until about round number 30 when the 
tension on the winding spring begins to 
build up and fight you a bit. Having said 
that, the drum functions and feeds well. 

Like the real PPSh, the PPS22 
features a straight blowback action. 
Unlike the PPSh, the PPS22 fires from 
a closed bolt rather than an open bolt. 
The action is designed for high speed 
.22 LR ammunition (1,300 fps +). It will 
not function reliably with target velocity 
ammunition. I also found ammunition 
with large, open, hollowpoints would 
occasionally catch and jam on the lower 
edge of the chamber, but there was no 
consistent pattern to the problem. Since 
the PPS22 is a plinking gun supreme, I 
would recommend the use of solid point, 
high speed ammunition.

Rimfire Scope
While the adjustable, open sights of 

the PPS22 were dead-on at 25 yards, 
I mounted Legacy’s Nikko Sterling 
4-12x50 Mil Dot AO Mountmaster 
rimfire scope for group shooting. It’s a 
big scope for a little gun, but I hadn’t 

PUMA PSS22
MAkER: F. LLI PIETTA, ITALY

IMPoRTER: LEGACY SPoRTS INT.
4750 LoNGLEY LANE, STE. 208

RENo, NV 89502
(775) 828-0555

WWW.LEGACYSPoRTS.CoM
 ACTIoN TYPE: Semi-auto, blowback
 CALIBER: .22 LR
 CAPACITY: 10, 30, 50
 BARREL LENGTH: 16"
 oVERALL LENGTH: 33-1/2"
 WEIGHT: 5-1/2 pounds
 FINISH: Matte black
 SIGHTS: Adjustable open rear,  
  grooved for scope
 SToCk: Stained beechwood
 PRICE: $585

http://www.corbon.com
http://www.desantisholster.com
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worked with Nikko Sterling’s rimfire 
line before, and I was curious as to their 
optical quality and the precision of their 
adjustments. I wasn’t disappointed.

Here’s a nitrogen filled scope with 
a 50mm objective adjustable from 15 
yards to infinity, with a power range 
of 4X-12X, a European style ocular 
focus ring, 1/4 minute, finger friendly, 
elevation and windage adjustments, 3/8" 
mounts installed, airgun proofed and 
with a suggested retail price of $89. 

Result? The coated optics are bright 
and clear as a bell. The elevation, 
windage, focus and parallax adjustments 
are snap on. The mounts are rugged and 
sturdy. It and the entire rimfire line are 
excellent values for the money. In spite 
of what you may have read, you do not 
have to spend a fortune for good optics 
these days. 

Performance
Did the PPS22 perform? It surely did 

and with a nine different types/brands of 
ammunition at 25 yards. Eight out of the 
nine 5-shot groups measured 1" or less. 
The smallest group of 3/8" was turned in 
by Winchester’s new “555” bulk pack, 
value brand of high speed, 36-grain 
HPs. 

The PPS is a very accurate rimfire 
due, I think, in large part to its extremely 
stout 16" barrel. As we go to press, 
Legacy is offering a new model of the 
PPS22 called the “Wildcat.”

The Wildcat features a synthetic 
assault-type stock complete with multi-
adjustable buttstock, pistol grip, forward 
mounted vertical grip and a triple-faced 
accessory rail.

Rimfires modeled to look like ARs, 
AKs, Thompsons and, yes, Soviet 
submachine guns are fun guns. They’re 
the ultimate plinkers with roots in recent 
historical events. You can’t pick up a 
rimfire version of the Soviet submachine 
guns and not think of the Russian 
front in WWII or the bugle-led massed 
ground attacks of the North Koreans 
and Chinese. In fact, the PPSh itself was 
produced in greater numbers than any 
submachine gun in history. It’s a sense of 
romanticism associated with historical 
firearm designs we should never abandon 
as shooters and collectors.

Out	of	nine	different	groups	shot,	eight	of	the	
nine	were	an	inch	or	less.

http://www.hivizsights.com
http://www.insighttechnology.com
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Dear Sir, 
In reloading .223 Remington I am 

using 24.5 grains of H-322 powder 
with a Remington 7-1/2 primer under a 
55-grain FMJ bullet usually in a Federal 
case but occasionally in GI cases. I have 
been doing this for about 10 or so years. 
I am shooting them out of a Colt LE 
Carbine and a Ruger Mini-14. They have 
proven to be quite accurate. 

Now it seems about every loading 
manual except the Speer No. 12 book 
rates that load as too hot or doesn’t list 
it at all. Speer No. 12 was the original 
source for that load.  

I realize the components used by 
ammo manufacturers will obtain specific 
results and are not available to me. I was 
trying to get close to the 3,250 fps listed 
by Federal (ATK).  

Why is that load suddenly unsafe? 
Should I change the load?  I have about 
1,100 or so of them loaded. 

Respectfully, 
Fred J. Brightman 
Sun City, Arizona 

I’ve checked and asked around (I 
don’t have much experience with H322 
in .223 Remington although I have 
used it in .222 Remington, with great 
results) and, rounding a little bit up 
and down, concluded the load given by 
our reader is close to a grain over most 
recommendations. Does that mean it’s 
truly over-pressure? Not always, but 
maybe, and, if nothing else, sure warrants 
some detail in an evaluation.

There is zero question whether 
handloading components change lot to 

lot. They do. These changes are usually 
minor, sometimes major. I recollect 
different times over my career in all 
this when a “bad” lot of propellant, for 
instance, had us all talking (and scrambling 
to buy up the rest of what was left of 
the “good” stuff). All new components 
should be tested and compared to that 
previously used. Folks, that’s what all 
the notebooks are for. Slight differences 
in cases, primers, propellant, and bullets 
too, mean, for me, backing off my usual 
load a half grain and going from there. 
The closer anyone is to the pressure edge 
the more this matters.

Speaking of the edge, here’s another 
point I hope you all take to heart. Let’s 
say a load has been working fine—good 
groups, flawless function—and then 
“suddenly” starts exhibiting pressure-
induced symptoms. Maybe extraction/
ejection changes, cracked or pierced 
primers, case damage.

Pressure symptoms don’t seem to 
show as easily in .223 Remington as they 
may in other cartridges. Spent primer 
condition clues especially. Here’s the 
point: If a load starts exhibiting pressure-
related symptoms the load was already 
over pressure! The question is by how 
much? If you ever see a problem, back off 
a half-grain of propellant next go-around. 
See another? Back off another half-grain. 
Reasons the symptoms became suddenly 
clear can, among other things, have to do 
with range temperature or case condition 
(brass casings get harder, case necks get 
thicker, and the head gets thinner with 
each firing). Hotter or colder (some 
propellants are affected differently by 
extremes) temperatures can cause a load 
to spike.

I realize the gentleman’s question 
didn’t involve him actually experiencing 
over-pressure problems, but I wanted to 
jump ahead a little to round out this little 

ditty.
Since he says he’s using the load in a 

Colt-brand carbine and a Ruger Mini-14, 
he’s running his ammo into a NATO 
chamber. Ruger says its rifle is chambered 
in .223 Remington, and that’s usually 
stamped on the barrel, and also 5.56… 
That means “NATO.” I’ve brought up 
the differences between .223 Remington 
and 5.56x45mm NATO in other articles, 
but the essence is that—and you better 
believe it—there are differences. 

Primarily, NATO chambers have more 
room ahead of the case neck than SAAMI-
spec .223 Remington chambers. A NATO 
chamber will take a good deal more 
pressure. Some tests done in the industry 
have shown up to 15,000 psi difference 
in NATO ammunition compared to 
commercial .223 Rem ammo. Now, that 
doesn’t mean everyone should up any 
load given for .223 Rem. just because 
their rifles have 5.56 chambers! Not 
hardly. One thing it plainly points out 
is that it’s important to determine what 
the chambering was for the test gun the 
loading data was acquired from.

And with that, here’s the finish. If 
everything was just perfect, then every 
published load would give the same 
feedback. Of course that doesn’t happen. 
I’ve seen maximum loads listed that 
were way too hot for some of my rifles, 
and some that were amazingly empty 
compared to the amount of propellant I 
ended up using. 

After time, and especially time spent 
with the same cartridge and a select few 
propellants, you’ll get a good idea of 
where to start. After enough “incidents” 

RELoAdING PUzzLES
And pieces thereof.

UP ON ARS
•  GLEN ZEDIKER  •

A reader posed this question 
and it is complicated enough 

to warrant a column, so here are 
the answers, and yes indeed, 
there is more than one answer.

A	Hornady	lNl	tool	will	let	you	gauge	the	first	
point	of	bullet	contact	with	the	lands,	and	that	
tells	a	lot.	In	this	case,	it’s	indicating	a	NAtO	
chamber	(using	a	Sierra	80-grain	MatchKing).	

It’s	very	important	to	know	the	chamber	in	your	rifle.	Many	barrels	aren’t	even	stamped.	this	
one	from	DPMS	has	“5.56”	punched	in,	indicating	a	NAtO-spec	chamber.	I’d	like	to	see	all	
manufacturers	be	a	little	more	clear,	and	if	you	don’t	know	you’d	better	check.		
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copper-tin powder core surrounded by a guilding 
metal jacket. These highly frangible, lead-free 
bullets fragment on impact, creating massive 
wounds in thin-skinned game.

The extremely accurate MPG bullets remain 
intact under the rigors of handling, feeding 
and firing—eliminating jammed actions and 
plugged barrels other frangible bullets may 
cause in autoloading rifles. Great for bolt-
actions, too.

Available in 223/5.56mm 55-grain, 308/7.62mm 
140-grain and 7.62x39mm (.310”) 108-grain. 
NEW for 2010 – 85-grain 6.8 SPC.

(like blown primers) you’ll also get a 
good idea of when to call it a day and 
be happy with the safe velocity you’re 
seeing. If you’re relying on a data manual 
for your starts, never (never ever) jump to 
the “maximum” load for a first try. Look 
at the range from minimum to maximum 
to get an idea of how “sensitive” the 
propellant is. Normally, propellants for 
smaller cases are faster-burning and 
smaller steps make bigger differences.

My yardstick for pressure is a 
combination of chronograph readings 
and primer pockets. Lemmesplain. The 
speed readings are easy: don’t expect 
to get much more or much less than 
what you see published, and pay close 
attention to the rifle barrel specs the data 
came from. The primer pocket thing is 
equally simple: I always work up a load 
using new brass and judge the pressure 
committed against the casing by how 
easily the primers seat on the second and 
then third loading. 

Major addition: Mr. Brightman, I 
must assume, was referring to the desired 
“3,250 feet per second” that corresponded 
to the published velocity figure for a load 
given in his manual. Barrel length has 
a whopping lot to do with that, and a 
measured velocity of 2,800 fps is realistic 
from a 16" barrel on a carbine (the Mini-14 
has an 18.5" barrel and also would 
not deliver such measured velocity).

I wrote a mountain of material in my 
book Handloading For Competition on 
pressures and load work-ups, essentially 
how to become your own loading manual, 
and the foregoing was the best summary 
I could offer. There is a lot more to it, and 
that’s because there’s a lot going on in 
that rifle chamber.

Answer? After 10 years in use, the 
load is probably just fine in your rifles, 
Mr. Brightman. However! Back it off if 
you change guns, or with the next batch 
of components.

dPMS FIREARMS
3312 12TH STREET SE, ST. CLoUd, MN 56304

(800) 578-3767, WWW.dPMSINC.CoM

HodGdoN PoWdER CoMPANY
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(913) 362-9455, WWW.HodGdoN.CoM

HoRNAdY MFG. Co.
Box 1848, GRANd ISLANd, NE 68802

(800) 338-3220, WWW.HoRNAdY.CoM

HANDlOADINg	FOr	COMPetItION
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450 PAGES, 350 PHoToS,
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Some didn’t like the new cartridge 
either, especially older shooters who 
hated the relatively short case neck, 
mostly because it meant heavier bullets 
“intruded” into the powder space. This 
supposedly cut into the new round’s 
ballistic potential, though in reality 
powder space is powder space, even 
when it occurs around a bullet’s base. 
Apparently the same shooters hadn’t 
noticed heavier bullets also protruded 
well below the long neck of the .300 
Weatherby Magnum. 

Sporterizing Craze
However, there was an excellent 

reason for the long body and short 
neck of the .300 Winchester Magnum. 
Even in 1963 many shooters were still 
buying low-priced military-surplus 
rifles and converting them to sporters. 
I started hunting big game in the mid-
1960s and the majority of my father’s 
hunting buddies carried “sporterized” 
military rifles, including two guys who’d 
restocked and otherwise modified 1903 

Springfields. A large part of the shooting 
industry revolved around such rifles, 
including semi-inletted, unfinished 
stocks that could be home-fitted to 98 
Mausers and ’03 Springfields, in part 
thanks to the miracle of epoxy bedding. 

Winchester-Western was well aware 
of this huge market, so designed all three 
of Winchester’s original belted magnums 
to fit in a .30-06-length magazine. At 
the time the hunting world was going 
magnum-crazy, partly because of Roy 
Weatherby’s cartridges—and Roy 
Weatherby’s skill at public relations. 
Not everybody could afford a Weatherby 
rifle, but garage gunsmiths could afford to 
buy a surplus Springfield and rechamber 
it to .300 Winchester Magnum, and fit 
a Weatherby-style stock from Fajen or 
Herter’s. 

This is the Winchester designers put 
together; a .300 Magnum as close to a 
.300 Weatherby as possible, but only as 
long as a .30-06. The round simply had 
to have a belt, because all magnums did 
back in those days. Can you imagine the 
reaction if the .300 Winchester Magnum 
appeared today? Of course it wouldn’t, 
because nobody puts “useless” belts on 
new magnums anymore, just as nobody 
sporterizes 1903 Springfields in their 
garage.

Enduring
Somehow though, the .300 Winchester 

Magnum survived both its design and the 
post-64 Model 70, becoming the most 
popular .300 Magnum in the world. This 
was largely because any company that 
made a bolt-action .30-06 could make a 
.300 Winchester Magnum. 

Plus, in 1963 the round’s only 
competitors were the just-about-dead 
.300 H&H and the expensive .300 
Weatherby, both far too long to fit in 
.30-06-length magazines. Oh, and the 
“foreign” .308 Norma Magnum, a round 
a few rifle loonies drag out now and then 
as the No. 1 exhibit of what the .300 
Winchester Magnum should have been, 
because the .308 Norma has a longer 
neck. Of course, this also means it has 
less powder room, irrelevant to technical 
nitpickers.

ENdURING PoWER
The .300 Winchester Magnum.

this	6-point	bull	elk	was	taken	with	a	.300	Winchester	Magnum	at	75	yards,	but	the	cartridge	will	
also	reach	out	to	much	longer	ranges,	making	it	among	the	most	versatile	rounds	for	big	game	
hunting.

The .300 Winchester Magnum appeared in 1963 when Winchester 
firearms and Winchester-Western Ammunition were parts of 

the same company. The year is considered a fateful one by most 
Winchester fans, because it was the last year the “pre-’64” Model 
70 was produced. In 1964 the rifle was changed in several ways 
to make it more profitable (Winchester had been losing on every 
Model 70 sold for several years), but their rejuvenation plan didn’t 
work, because few shooters liked the new Model 70.
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Perhaps the .300 Winchester Short 
Magnum will become the preeminent 
.300 Magnum someday, but I doubt it. 
By the time the .300 WSM appeared 
in 2001, .300 Winchester Magnum 
rifles had been cranked out all over 
the world for nearly 40 years, and tens 
of thousands of other rifles had been 
rechambered or rebarreled. Among my 
friends in the rifle world is well-known 
custom gunsmith Charlie Sisk of Texas, 
who says his customers order more 
rifles for the .300 Winchester Magnum 
than any other cartridge.

Thumper
Aside from the sheer momentum of 

almost half a century of production, the 
.300 Winchester Magnum remains very 
popular because it works. While it may 
not be as inherently accurate (whatever 
that means, especially when hunting 
800-pound animals) as the .300 WSM, 
rifles chambered for the .300 Winchester 
Belted Long Magnum usually shoot 
pretty well, one reason it’s also been 
used as a competitive round. 

For big game hunters the .300 
Winchester also provides a little more 
whump than the .30-06, but not as much 
recoil as one of the extra-large .300s 
from the .300 Weatherby on up. While 
some hunters claim the .30s aren’t really 

enough for big elk or some species of 
African plains game, my own suspicion 
is that such guys are wandering around 
with Elmer Keith in the mists of the pre-
Nosler Partition, since I have personally 
never had any difficulty killing elk or 
blue wildebeest with 30-caliber rifles. 

The .300 Winchester Magnum 
provides about an extra 100 yards over 
the .30-06, whether we compare factory 
loads or somewhat speedier handloads, 
and that extra 100 yards can come in 
handy. Most serious hunters can also 
handle the recoil, even in a fairly light 
rifle. As a matter of fact, the first .300 
Winchester Magnum I hunted with was 

one of Melvin Forbes’ Ultra Light Arms 
Model 28s, weighing under 7 pounds 
with a scope. I approached the rifle 
with some trepidation, but soon found 
my worry was misplaced. Even with 
200-grain Nosler Partitions handloaded 
to 2,900 fps the rifle was entirely 
shootable, and very portable in the elk 
mountains.

Factory Loads
When introduced, the .300 Winchester 

Magnum’s factory loads came in the 
same bullet weights we’d used forever 
in the .30-06: 150- and 180-grain 
spitzers, plus a 220-grain roundnose. 

.300 WINCHESTER MAGNUM HANdLoAdEd AMMo PERFoRMANCE
 BULLET PoWdER CHARGE VELoCITY GRoUP SIzE RIFLE
 (BRANd, BULLET WEIGHT, TYPE) (BRANd) (GRAINS WEIGHT) (FPS) (INCHES) (MAkER)
 NoSLER 150 BALLISTIC TIP IMR7828 83.5 3,445 .62 Jarrett
 HoRNAdY 165 SP IMR4350 74.0 3,176  .62 ULA M28
 BARNES 168 TSx RL-19 73.0 3,218 .69 Sisk
 BARNES 168 TSx RL-19 72.0 3,156 .75 Heym
 SPEER 180 GRANd SLAM H4831 76.0 3,059 .56 ULA M28
 WINCHESTER 180 FAIL SAFE H4831 75.0 3,054 1.12 M70Win.
 SIERRA 180 GAMEkING RL-22 76.0 3,190 .49 Jarrett
 NoSLER 200 PARTITIoN RL-22 73.0 2,915 .63 ULA M28
 NoSLER 200 PARTITIoN RL-22 71.0 2,899 .61 Brown
 NoSLER 200 PARTITIoN H4831 70.5 2,927 .53 Jarrett
 NoSLER 200 PARTITIoN Magnum 78.0 2,960 .88 Sisk
 NoSLER 200 ACCUBoNd Magnum 78.0 2,872 .75 Sisk

http://www.atigunstocks.com
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That was long ago, however, and with 
today’s wide range of premium bullets 
there’s really no reason to use that many 
different weights. There are 150-grain 
bullets, such as the Barnes Triple-Shock 
X-Bullet or Nosler E-Tip, that will shoot 
all the way through an elk’s chest at any 
angle, and there are 200-grain bullets as 
sleek as Ferraris that will shoot almost 
as flat as the 150s. 

Personally, I have long tended 
to prefer heavier bullets in any .300 
Magnum, because they drift less in 
the wind and shoot up less meat. The 
conventional wisdom is to choose a 
150- or maybe 165-grain bullet when 
hunting deer-sized game, but in reality 
a 180 or even 200 will kill pronghorn 
just as dead, and leave more to eat. But 
if anybody else chooses to use a super-
tough 150 for everything I won’t argue. 

The truth is the .300 Winchester 
Magnum is an extremely versatile 
round, and becomes even more versatile 
with handloading. Over 20-some years 
I’ve taken game from 100 to 1,000 
pounds with several .300 Winchesters, 
and it didn’t just do the job but worked 
very well. Despite the short neck, the 
cartridge is easy to handload, brass is 
available everywhere, and even if your 
handloads get lost during a plane trip to 
Alaska or Africa there’s normally plenty 
of factory ammo available anywhere any 
ammunition can be found, partly because 
so many guides and professional hunters 
also use the .300 Winchester Magnum. 
It’s that good.

These loads were developed in several 
rifles over the years, including an Ultra 
Light Arms Model 28, a Heym SR-21, a 
stainless/synthetic Winchester Model 70, 
an Ed Brown Savanna, and custom rifles 
made by Kenny Jarrett and Charlie Sisk. 
All had 24" barrels except for the Sisk, 
which had a 25" barrel. Some of these 
loads might be a little warm in other 
rifles. Reduce the charge 10 percent and 
work up to maximum.

the	.300	Winchester	Magnum	(center)	was	
designed	to	provide	ballistics	near	the	.300	
Weatherby’s	(right)	yet	fit	in	a	magazine	
designed	for	the	.30-06	(left).

http://www.hivizsights.com
http://www.bondarms.com
http://www.gunsmagazine.com
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Many hunters had little opportunity 
to shoot their big-game rifles in the field. 
Deer populations were a fraction of what 
they are today. Elk, moose, and antelope 
were exotic game for most hunters. 

For many hunters the idea of a 
specialized varmint rifle seemed bizarre, 
if not downright decadent. But they 
couldn’t help noticing varmint hunters 
were at least out in the field shooting.

Some writers promoted those two 
good .25s, the .250 Savage and .257 
Roberts. From the manufacturers’ 
point of view there didn’t seem to be 
much sales potential in either. They had 
been around for 40- and 20-plus years 
respectively and demand wasn’t exactly 
setting the world on fire.

Spurred on by wildcatters such as 
Fred Huntington and Warren Page, 
in 1955 Remington and Winchester 
introduced cartridges in the then-
uncommon 6mm bore size. Remington 
based its .244 on the 7mm Mauser 
case. Winchester brought out the .308 
Winchester in 1952 and used the same 
case for its new .243 Win.

The .243 was a hit from the start. 

Shooters who couldn’t justify a 
specialized varmint rifle liked the idea 
of a varmint/deer rifle. Winchester was 
taking great care in making both rifles and 
ammunition, and the cartridge quickly 
earned a reputation for accuracy.

The .244 Rem never caught on. 
You’ve read the story many times. 
“Remington saw the .244 strictly as a 
varmint cartridge using 75- and 90-grain 
bullets. They used a 1:12" twist which 
wouldn’t stabilize the100-grain spitzers 
hunters wanted for deer hunting. The 
1:10" twist of the .243 Win would 
stabilize 100-grain bullets, so hunters 
chose it instead.” Remington dropped 
the .244 and in 1963 reintroduced it as 
the 6mm Rem in the model 700, using 
a 1:9" twist.

Ignorance Is Bliss
Ah, the 1:12" twist of the .244 

cartridge. The twist that launched a 
1,000 magazine articles, all of which 
ignore several factors: (a) The 90-grain 
load of the .244 shot faster and flatter 
than a 100-grain .243 and was perfectly 
adequate for deer, (b) the average hunter 

two	vintage	rifles	and	scopes	from	the	1950s	
include	the	remington	722	in	.244	rem	(left)	
with	a	medium-weight	24"	barrel.	Designed	
as	a	plain-Jane,	no	frills	rifle	at	moderate	
price,	the	accuracy	potential	of	the	strong,	
rigid	action	wasn’t	fully	recognized	at	the	time	
(scope	is	a	leupold	Pioneer	4X	in	adjustable	
mount).	the	Winchester	70	Featherweight	
(right)	was	a	more	expensive	rifle,	much	more	
nicely	finished,	handsomer	and	handier—
though	no	more	accurate	or	reliable	than	the	
722	(scope	is	a	Bausch	&	lomb	Balvar	2.5-8X	
in	adjustable	mounts).

The dual-purpose varmint/deer rifle was a popular item in the ’50s 
and ’60s, and is still a useful tool today. Varmint shooting as a 

sport got going in the 1930s, but as with many things the Depression 
and WWII put it on hold until the ’50s. By 1955 the tremendous 
post-war demand for sporting firearms was slowing down. For most 
hunters, one centerfire rifle was all they wanted or needed.

FACToRY AMMo PERFoRMANCE 6MM REM VS. .243 WIN
LoAd: REMINGToN 6MM REM, 100-GRAIN CoRE-LokT

 GUN BARREL LENGTH VELoCITY
 (MAkE & ModEL) (INCHES) (FPS)
 REMINGToN 722 24 3,129 
 REMINGToN 600 MoHAWk 18-1/2 2,725 

LoAd: REMINGToN .243 WIN, 100-GRAIN CoRE-LokT 
 GUN BARREL LENGTH VELoCITY
 (MAkE & ModEL) (INCHES) (FPS)

 REMINGToN 700 22 2,820 
 REMINGToN 700 24 *2,949

Notes: Advertised velocity for 100-grain Core Lokt 6mm Rem with a 24"  
barrel: 3,100 fps. Advertised velocity for 100-grain Core Lokt  

.243 Win with a 24" barrel: 2,960 fps. *Shilen barrel

6MM REMINGToN VS. .243 WINCHESTER
Myth runs smack dab into fact.
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has never heard of rifling twist rates 
and couldn’t care less, (c) the average 
hunter buying factory ammunition pays 
little attention to bullet weight, and (d) 
the 1:12" twist of the .244 stabilizes 
100-grain spitzers just fine.

Nonetheless the myth persists. It 
sounds so scholarly. Many a young 
man read this 1:12" bit with awestruck 
wonder at the arcane ballistic knowledge 
on display, and took up gunwriting just 
so he could repeat it. 

Test The Theory?
In my 50-year collection of gun 

books and magazines I can find only one 
writer who actually tested the concept. 
Jim Carmichel loaded 100-grain 
spitzers in 1:12" twist .244s and found 
they provided excellent accuracy. 
Which is why, in my modest way, I try 
to emulate Carmichel by actually trying 
things rather than copying what others 
have written.

All things being equal the .257 
Roberts, .244/6mm Rem, and .250 
Savage are as good (if not better) 
dual-purpose cartridges than the .243. 
However all things are not equal. The 
.243 was based on the .308 case. By the 
late ’50s it was clear the .308 was headed 
for superstar status. Just about every rifle 
manufacturer offered a .308, and adding 
the .243 was a simple matter. 

The Remington 722 is an odd duck, 
with a medium-weight 24" barrel. 
Varmint-hunting purists wanted a 
heavier barrel. Deer hunters wanted a 
lighter rifle. The inherent accuracy of 
the 722 design with its rigid receiver, 
excellent trigger, and fast lock time 
wasn’t fully recognized at the time. 
Remington also offered the .244 in slide 
action and semi-auto rifles, which had 
little appeal to varmint shooters.

Winchester had something for 
everyone with six variations of the 
Model 70: the Standard model (24" 
barrel), Featherweight (22" barrel), 
Varmint and Target models (26" barrels) 
plus two Supergrade variations and the 
Model 88 lever action and Model 100 
self loader. Others soon followed in the 
Savage 99 and 110, the medium-length 
Sako, and many others—including the 
Remington 725 and the 700. 

The 722
I borrowed a Remington 722 from a 

friend. The bore (1:12" twist, I checked) 
is in excellent condition. Using 
Remington 6mm cartridges loaded with 
100-grain spitzer bullets, the 722 gave 
minute-of-angle accuracy (and nice 
round bullet holes) out to 300 yards, the 
longest range I had available.

I don’t care for this class of cartridges 
for high-volume prairie dog/ground 
squirrel shooting—too much recoil, 
noise, and expense, though they will 

certainly do the job. They are at their 
best for groundhogs, rockchucks, and 
coyotes.

The .243 I’ve used most is a ’60s 
era Remington 700, light and accurate. 
I like it when calling coyotes as it’s so 
handy to carry on long hikes through 
the snow. In the ’70s and ’80s I often 
used it as a loaner deer rifle, for friends 
who showed up at the farm with old 
iron-sighted .303s and .30-30s.

I’ve shot maybe 7 or 8 whitetail deer 
with it, a couple of mule deer, and one 
pronghorn. In the hands of others I’ve 
seen it used on around 20 to 25 animals, 
mainly whitetail deer. This was in 
Saskatchewan where deer are about 
as big as anywhere. I don’t recall any 
monsters taken with it, but quite a few 
were 200 pounds or more. Loads were 
standard cup-and-core 100-grain Speer 
or Hornady bullets loaded to about 
3,050 fps.

Compared to .30-06 class cartridges, 
my impression was the .243 didn’t do 
quite as much internal damage. With 
lung shots, the deer tended to run maybe 
50 to 100 yards further before tipping 
over. However they did fall. Of those 
30-plus head of game I recall only one 
needing a second shot, and that was due 
to shooter error.

It killed well because shots were 
placed right, and shots were placed 
right because the .243 and its kin are 
so pleasant to shoot. I keep reading 
how magnums are too much gun for 
the average hunter. Actually a medium 
weight (7-1/2 to 8 pounds) .270 or ’06 
is too much gun for the average hunter. 
If these casual hunters would pick a 
light, handy .243 and do a little off-
season varmint shooting they’d have 
little trouble with deer-size game.

remington	introduced	the	.244	in	1955,	only	
to	have	it	buried	by	the	popularity	of	the	.243	
Win.	Knowing	it	was	too	good	a	cartridge	to	let	
die,	remington	reintroduced	it	as	the	6mm	rem	
in	1963.	the	6mm	was	reasonably	successful	
though	it	is	not	currently	as	popular	as	it	
deserves	to	be.	the	6mm	rem	with	100-grain	
bullet	(left),	the	original	.244	rem	with	90-grain	
bullet,	and	the	.243	Win	with	100-grain	bullet.

http://www.kwiksitecorp.com
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Model 98a carbines are pretty rare. 
The last great batch was imported in 
the 1970s, and many of those were torn 
down for their actions to build svelte 
sporters. In issued condition, the Model 
98a is a desirable collectible. 

Small Ring
The action features the lighter, small 

ring receiver with an integral undercut 
ring that retains the rear of the handguard.  
The lightweight barrel is not stepped 
down in traditional Mauser fashion 
but is turned to a conventional taper. 
The unique bolt handle is both turned 
down and flattened and knurled on the 

underside of the bolt knob. Possibly the 
most distinctive features of the Model 
98a are its prominent stacking hook, its 
hinged upper stock band, a small lug 
projecting from the front sight base that 
secures a muzzle cover or flash hider 
and the absence of a cleaning rod.

I peered down the small hole in the 
chamber and then looked at the muzzle 
of the 98a in my hands. It wasn’t an 8mm 
muzzle any longer. The bore measured 
13mm while the chamber measured 
slightly over 4.5mm. The 8mm barrel 
had been bored out to 13mm and a 4mm 
barrel installed. 

Since the muzzle of the 4mm barrel 

could not be seen by looking down the 
muzzle of the 23.6" long barrel of the 
98a, the next question was how long was 
the 4mm barrel? Dropping a cleaning 
rod down the muzzle it came to rest 
7-1/2" from the breech. 

Turning the rifle over in my hands, 
I noticed a slot on the underside of the 
forearm just ahead of where the muzzle 
of the 4mm barrel would end. The slot 
showed signs of carbon. It became 
obvious it was designed to exhaust the 
gas of the 4mm cartridge. Looking into 
the slot with a flashlight, I could see 
a perforated metal pipe, probably an 
extension of the barrel itself that both 
protected the wood of the stock and 
would cool the exiting gases.

The more I saw the more intrigued I 
became with this gun.

Examining the modified 98a bolt 
was a revelation. The bolt face had been 
converted to fire a rimfire round and 
was fitted with an offset firing pin. The 
normal centerfire firing pin had been cut 
off. The striker spring had been retained 
which now drove a piston so-to-speak 

WAS IST dAS?
Ein Zimmerstutzen!

No	Bang!	Just	a	nice	quiet	Pop!	the	Mauser	Model	98a	carbine	(below)	is	distinctive	in	its	design	and	was	used	widely	in	WWI.	In	their	original	8mm,	
they	are	a	collectible	Milsurp,	and	conversions	like	this	to	4mm	are	even	scarcer.

•  HOLT BODINSON  •

Cruising Murphy’s Guns in Tucson, Arizona, I spotted a lone Model 
98 Mauser racked in the rimfire section of the store. Actually, it had 

the distinctive lines of a WWI-era Model 98AZ carbine (AZ standing 
for “Aufpflanz-und Zusammenstellvorrichtung” which translates into 
“means for fixing bayonet and stacking arms”). The Model 98AZ, later 
designated the Model 98a, was issued to cavalry, artillery and special 
infantry units and saw wide use in WWI. But why was it racked up with 
rimfires? Asking to see it, I opened the bolt and much to my surprise 
saw that it had been converted into a Zimmerstutzen.
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that would strike the end of the rimfire 
firing pin from inside the bolt when 
the trigger was pulled. Finally, fitted to 
the original extractor collar was a long, 
sliding, hook extractor that matched the 
rim diameter of the 4mm Zimmerstutzen 
cartridge and dropped the empties into 
the magazine well.

New Sport
The German sport of shooting sub-

caliber ammunition at an inside range 
began during the percussion era. Match 
guns were designed to fire miniature 
lead balls powered by a percussion 
cap. By the 1890s, the 4mm rimfire 
cartridge propelling a lead ball weighing 
approximately 7.4 grains by the primer 
force alone had become a standard. The 
Zimmerstutzen movement caught fire 
in Germany. Target rifles and shooting 
clubs were now affordable, and 15m 
indoor shooting ranges sprung up 
everywhere. 

It didn’t take long for the military to 
recognize the Zimmerstutzen sport as an 
ideal training regime. Both the Prussian 
and Bavarian War Ministries ordered 
4mm and .22 LR versions of the Model 
98 to be developed and integrated into 
basic marksmanship training programs. 
No doubt the Model 98a pictured here 
was produced after WWI in response to 
that order since the conversion would 
not violate the disarmament agreement.

Needless to say, I was anxious to see 
what a 4mm Mauser could do, but first 
I needed some 4mm rimfire ammunition 
and a 4mm cleaning rod. Riding to the 
rescue was Neal Stepp, who owns the 
International Shooters Service in Fort 
Worth, Texas. ISS is the emporium 
for German target shooting supplies 
and firearms with lines like Anschutz, 
Walther, Gehmann, Centra & Mec, AHG 
and RWS 4mm cartridges, primed cases 
and various diameter lead balls to fit 
variations in 4mm barrels. ISS also has 
a complete line of VFG 4mm cleaning 
rods and felt wads.

The loaded 4mm rimfire round 

the	original	8mm	barrel	was	bored	out	to	13mm	and	a	4mm	barrel	installed	(left).	the	original	
striker	assembly	was	converted	to	hammer	the	rimfire	firing	pin	(right).

the	bolt	head	(above	left)	was	professionally	altered	from	centerfire	to	rimfire.	gases	from	
the	4mm	round	are	vented	and	cooled	through	a	slot	on	the	forestock	(above	right).	the	wee	
chamber	turned	out	to	be	reamed	for	the	long	case	version	of	the	4mm	rimfire	(below	left)	to	
facilitate	loading.	the	punch	mark	at	the	500m	graduation	(below	right)	proved	to	be	the	proper	
zero	adjustment	for	15m.

ModEL 98A CARBINE zIMMERSTUTzEN
MAkER:

oRIGINAL MARkINGS GRoUNd oFF
 ACTIoN TYPE: Bolt action
 CALIBER: 4mm Rimfire Long,  
  No. 7 ball
 CAPACITY: 1
 BARREL LENGTH: 23.6" (4mm: 7 1/2")
 oVERALL LENGTH: 43-1/4"
 WEIGHT: 7 pounds, 2 ounces
 FINISH: Blue
 SIGHTS: Open tangent rear,  
  adjustable from 300  
  to 2,000 meters
 SToCk: Walnut
 VALUE: $450-$550
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more 4mm conversions in circulation, 
and as long as ISS keeps stocking 
ammunition, we can continue to exercise 
them.

comes in both a short and a long case 
version with both versions giving equal 
ballistics. Unable to determine by visual 
inspection which chamber the Model 
98a had, I ordered a can of both. As it 
turned out, the Mauser and most other 
breech loading Zimmerstutzens are 
chambered for the long case to facilitate 
handling and loading the tiny cartridge.

Before shooting the Mauser, I 
mastered the art of threading tiny 4mm 
cleaning wads onto the end of a tiny 
4mm cleaning rod and gave the barrel a 
good scrubbing.

The standard distance for 4mm target 
shooting is 15 meters, and ISS even had 
official German Zimmerstutzen targets 
in stock. I was more interested in tin 
cans at first and found I could reliably 
send them spinning at 35 yards or so by 
adjusting the tangent sight. Doing so, I 
noticed a punch mark in the middle of 
the 500-meter graduation. As it turned 
out, that punch mark indicated the exact 
15m zero for the rifle.

Accuracy? From a rest at 15m, I 
can keep 5 shots under 3/4" with many 
groups measuring under 1/2". And 4mm 
rimfire velocity? Averages 1,032 fps as 
measured over my PACT Professional 
Chronograph XP. Cost of ammunition? 
$29 for a tin of 100 rounds. Is this 4mm 
stuff fun? Yes, it is, and it’s quiet!

So keep your eye out for strange 
looking WWI Mausers. There have to be 

the	4mm	longs	(above,	left)	are	so	small	they	are	dwarfed	by	a	.22	lr	cartridge.	the	4mm	
Zimmerstutzen	cartridges	are	available	as	“shorts”	or	“longs”	(above	right).	the	Mauser	
Zimmerstutzen	proved	to	be	highly	accurate	at	15m	(bottom	left).	the	4mm	cleaning	felts	and	rod	
(bottom	right)	proved	essential	for	cleaning	the	tiny	bore.

4MM RIMFIRE SUPPLIES
INTERNATIoNAL SHooTERS SERVICE

2319 E. LooP 820 N.
FoRT WoRTH, Tx 76118

(817) 595-2090
WWW.ISS-INTERNATIoNALSHooTERSSERVICE.CoM

BookSELLERS
A&J ARMS BookSELLERS

2449 oRCHARd AVE., TUCSoN, Az 85712
(520) 512-1065

WWW.AJARMSBookSELLERS.CoM 

IdSA BookS 
P.o. Box 36114, CINCINNATI, oH 45236

(513) 985-9112
WWW.IdSABookS.CoM 

FURTHER REAdING
Alte	SCHeIBeNWAFFeN,	VOl.	3 IN ENGLISH 

CoMPILEd BY ToM RoWE. HARdCoVER,  
388 PAGES, © 2004. (AN ExCELLENT RESoURCE
oN zIMMERSTUTzEN FIREARMS oF ALL TYPES.) 

MAuSer	BOlt	rIFleS BY LUdWIG oLSoN. 
HARdCoVER, 372 PAGES, 3Rd EdITIoN, © 2002. 
(THE MoTHER LodE oF MAUSER INFoRMATIoN.)
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http://www.kahr.com


http://www.the-m-factor.com
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With the advent of CCW licensing in 
more than 40 states, .380 pocket pistols 
have become increasingly popular. The 
.380 had been extremely popular as a 
concealed weapon since its flat profile 
is very easy to pocket. The Walther 
PPK .380 has often been used as a law 
enforcement back-up gun, and in the 
past few years several manufacturers 
have offered new .380s even smaller and 
lighter in weight than the PPK. 

Light And Compact
The new Diamondback .380 is 

extremely compact with a barrel length 
of 2-5/8", height of 3-5/8", overall 
length of 5", and a width of only 5/8". A 
steel slide is matched up with a polymer 
frame, magazine capacity is six rounds, 
and the trigger and magazine catch are 
steel not plastic. Sights are excellent 
for such a small pocket pistol with a 
square notch rear sight dovetailed into 

the top of the slide making it windage 
adjustable; it is matched up with a post 
front sight machined integrally with the 
slide. There are two white dots, one on 
each side of the rear blade matched up 
with a white square in the front sight. 
The Diamondback is a double action 
only pistol with a trigger pull of 6-1/4 
pounds. Matched up with excellent 
sights, this allowed me to stay on a 
silhouette target easily at 25 yards.

The magazine capacity of the 
Diamondback is six rounds whether 
you choose to go with the standard 
flat-bottomed magazine or the finger 
extension style. I prefer the latter as 
that little extension in the front fits 
in between my ring finger and little 
pinky making for easier control. If the 
Diamondback is allowed to run dry and 
you pull the trigger on an empty chamber 
the firing pin stays forward and must be 
reset by working the slide. If this is not 

done the first round in a newly inserted 
magazine will catch its rim on the firing 
pin preventing chambering. To chamber 
the first round out of the magazine it is 
necessary to pull the slide back all the 
way with real authority; this is aided by 
wavy lines machined into both sides of 
the slide in front of the rear sight and 
behind the front sight. If the slide is not 
pulled all the way to the rear absolutely 
and authoritatively it will not pick up the 
first round in the magazine. 

There are no sharp edges to be found 
on the Diamondback and the front of 
the slide and frame have been melted 
or slightly rounded making it very easy 
to slide into a pocket. The molded-in 
grip panels are pebble grained as is the 
backstrap for a secure feel, which is 
also aided by horizontal lines of raised 

dIAMoNdBACk FIREARMS dB380
A compact handy .380 ACP.

the	compact	size	of	the	Diamondback	DB380	is	
evident	in	the	palm	of	the	hand.

•  JOHN TAFFIN  •

dB380
MAkER: dIAMoNdBACk FIREARMS

4135 PINE TREE PLACE
CoCoA, FL 32926
(888) 380-2767

WWW.dIAMoNdBACkFIREARMS.CoM
 ACTIoN TYPE: Locked breech  
  semi-auto
 CALIBER: .380 ACP
 CAPACITY: 6+1 
 BARREL LENGTH: 2-5/8" 
 oVERALL LENGTH: 5"
 WEIGHT: 9 ounces
 FINISH: Black matte
 SIGHTS: Fixed rear, ramp front
 GRIPS: Integral polymer frame
 PRICE: $430

We go to some pretty wacky extremes to protect so-called 
endangered species in this country so it is always refreshing 

to actually find a new species. In this case it is a snake, a 
Diamondback, and it comes from Florida. The Florida swamps have 
some pretty nasty creatures, but this snake is totally user-friendly. 
I have seen Diamondback rattlesnakes in several states and always 
do my best to avoid them, but this newly discovered Diamondback 
is not to be avoided but rather picked up and placed in a pocket 
(with the hope it never need strike). It is the semi-automatic 
Diamondback .380 from Diamondback Firearms. 

It’s	no	big	bore	but	it	could	be	a	lifesaver!



H173-015204-9  (IMR 8208 XBR Print Ad)
Color:  4/color

Size:  T - 8.125 x 10.875    B - 8.375 x 11.125     L - 7 x 10 SIZE B

6231 Robinson Shawnee Mission, KS 66202 Phone 913-362-9455 www.imrpowder.com

The Smallest Targets Better Run For Cover.
Whatever you’re aiming at, it’s no match for new IMR 8208 XBR. 
Unbeatable consistency. Extreme accuracy. The legend is back.
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dots on the frontstrap. Some .380 semi-
automatics can be somewhat nasty to the 
shooter when fired, however thanks to 
the rounded edges on the frame there is 
no biting when this gun is fired. I have 
a fairly large finger and often run into a 
totally subjective problem.  Most every 
polymer/nylon framed double action 
pistol pinches the bottom of my trigger 
finger. This is no problem here as the 
trigger is shaped correctly for my finger 
and comfortable to use.

The magazine release is on the left 
side behind the triggerguard and the .380 
Diamondback does not stay open after 
the last shot. There is no manual slide 
hold open to lock the slide to the rear 
if desired and you shouldn’t attempt to 
load cartridges directly into the chamber 
(it would take at least three hands to do 
so), but rather cartridges must be fed 
from the magazine. This little .380 does 
not have a magazine disconnect and can 
be fired without the magazine in place. 

The Diamondback is a locked-
breech, double-action-only semi-
automatic pistol and has an automatic 
striker block which blocks the striker 
so it can’t contact the primer until the 
trigger is pulled. Once I learned it was 
necessary to positively pull the slide 
back to its furthest rearward position I 
had no functioning problems whatsoever 
with the Diamondback. With all types 
of ammunition used in test-firing the 
Diamondback groups were right on the 
money windage-wise and about 1" low. 

Test firing of the Diamondback .380 

was accomplished with seven different 
loads fired at a self-defense distance of 
21'. Accuracy was excellent. Using loads 
from CCI, CorBon, Federal, Speer, and 
Winchester in weights from 88 to 100 
grains with muzzle velocities in the 700 
to 1,000 fps range, groups averaged 
just over 1". The Diamondback .380 
comes in a padded plastic case and is a 
most welcome addition to the family of 
pocket pistols.

even	at	25	yards	the	little	Diamondback	.380	
delivers	decent	accuracy,	although	small	
pocket	pistols	were	never	meant	to	perform	at	
such	ranges.

Accuracy	of	the	double-action-only	DB380	
at	21'	was	very	good	with	both	CorBon	and	
Hornady	ammo.

A	finger	extension	magazine	is	available	for	the	
DB380.	Whether	with	the	standard	magazine	or	
the	one	with	a	finger	extension,	the	capacity	of	
the	DB380	is	six	rounds.	Note	the	stainless	steel	
magazine	catch	behind	the	triggerguard.

.380 ACP FACToRY AMMo PERFoRMANCE
 LoAd VELoCITY GRoUP SIzE 
 (BRANd, BULLET WEIGHT, TYPE) (FPS) (INCHES) 
 CCI BLAzER 88 JHP 747 1-1/2
 CCI BLAzER 95 TMJ 701 3/4
 CoRBoN 90 JHP 999 1
 HoRNAdY 90 JHP 672 1
 HoRNAdY 100 FMJ 769 1-1/2
 SPEER 90 GoLd doT JHP 712 3/4
 WINCHESTER STx 95 JHP 703 7/8

Notes: Groups the product of 5 of 6 Shots at 7 yards.  
Chronograph screens set at 10' from the muzzle.

http://www.fobusholster.com


Not A LebelQ: I have a French Mle 1907-15 
with Remington markings on the left 
side of the action. There was no mention 
of Remington making this 
rifle in the article on Lebel 
rifles in the February 
2010 issue. My oldest son 
found a bayonet at the 
Reno, Nevada Gun Show, 
pictured second from the 
top on the top picture 
on page 58, same issue. 
When I first found ammo 
for this gun the cartridge 
reminded me of the new 
WSM cartridges, short and 
fat. The sights are ranged 

out to an astonishing 2,000 meters! We 
have shot this relic having great fun and 
amazing results. 

Art Clark III
Battle Mountain, Nevada

A: You have the French 
Mannlicher Berthier, which was designed 
in 1890 to replace the Mle 1874 Gras 
carbines then in service with the French 
cavalry and others. The French never 
successfully made a carbine version of 
the tube-fed Mle 1886/93 Lebel and 
chose the more modern clip-fed system 
of the Mannlicher. A rather good story 
on the Mannlicher Berthier by John 
Sheehan appeared in the February 2006 
issue. In it, he notes the vast majority 
of Remington Berthiers contracted for 
in 1916 were never issued for reasons 

unexplained to this day, 
as both the French and 
Remington records are 
missing.

ValueQ: I recently had 
my Kimber Pro CDP 
ported at Mag-na-port 
International. There is no 
doubt in my mind this 
added to my gun’s value 
as a shooter. Not so much 
the reduction in recoil, but 
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it has enhanced my ability to get off a 
much faster second shot. My question is: 
Does having a pistol ported add or take 
away from the resale value of the gun? 

Mark
via e-mail

 
PS: The folks at Mag-na-port are 

great and the work they have done for 
me is nothing but top notch!

A: I think you’ll find the addition 
of the Mag-na-port (41302 Executive 
Drive, Harrison Township, Michigan 
48045, (586) 469-6727, www.magnaport.
com) enhances the retail value of the 
pistol if you ever decide to sell it. At the 
very least, it adds “salability” because 
Mag-na-port’s workmanship is of high 
quality, the system works and it’s a very 
clean modification.

Now, if you had ported a mint WWI 
German Artillery Luger, that would be a 
different story!

Due to the volume of mail 
received, GUNS cannot offer 

a personal reply. Please 
e-mail your question to ed@
gunsmagazine.com or snail 

mail to: GUNS Q&A, 12345 
World Trade Drive, San 

Diego, CA 92128

• Jeff John •

remington-made	Mle	1907-15	
Berthiers	were	contracted	
for	in	1916,	although	few	
were	ever	accepted	for	issue	
by	the	French	for	a	reason	
unexplained	to	this	day.	
Photo:	John	Sheehan

LaserLyte leads the way in  

laser innovation. This year  

we’re unveiling the world’s  

first Rear Sight Laser for hand-

guns as well as the incredibly  

accurate and affordable K-15  

for rifles. Plus much more.  

See it all at LaserLyte.com. 

LIGHT ‘EM UP  
WITH THE LATEST 
TECHNOLOGY.

http://www.laserlyte.com


If all this is in your interest, you 
might consider Glock’s Model 34 and 
the Model 22 Light with laser. I did, and 
herein are a few things I found out about 
them.  

I’ve been shooting precision rifle 
matches for a while and for the pistol 
portion used a SIG P226. For several of 

neither law enforcement nor the military 
do or would carry such pistols. As a result, 
the push toward combat-style handguns 
was enforced. The SIG is a fine pistol 
and very accurate, but I thought another 
pistol, updated with a rail underneath 
would better fill my needs for these 
particular matches as well as my overall 
needs.

The pistol events are actually a minor 
part of these precision rifle matches, 
better known as sniper matches. Some of 
the events are held at night in poor light. 
Thus I believed I needed night sights, a 
long sight radius, and a high-capacity 
magazine.

Asking around and considering 
several new pistols from S&W, 
Springfield, Ruger, and others, I decided 
to try Glock’s new Model 34. It was 
designed and built to meet both tactical 
and competitive use. To use Glock’s 
terminology, it is tactical/practical and 
often used in IPSC stock matches. At 
the same time, with the addition of their 
Model 22 light/laser, it seemed a good 
self-defense weapon for home use. 

Upon receipt, I mounted the Model 
22 light/laser and sighted the laser in. I 
proceeded to shoot 100 rounds using both 
the inexpensive Blazer 9mm 115-grain 
loaded in aluminum cases along with 
124-grain Black Hills JHP and +P JHP 
loads. Using the iron night sights, I was 
happy to find all three shot to the same 
point of aim and centered in the bull. So 
much for adjustable sights. Using the 
laser, I had similar luck. 

The light/laser takes two CR-123 
batteries and is extremely bright and 
projects the light a long way. It is a bit 

those years, competitors were allowed to 
carry about anything they desired, some 
using IPSC race guns with greatly reduced 
loads. Some of those competitors were 
world-class shooters who were many 
times national and world champions. 

Over the last few years, however, 
this practice has been restricted because 

The Glock 34 and G22 Light/Laser.
Jacob Gottfredson

For personal defense, tactical use, and competition with a 
handgun, you might consider a pistol configured to meet all 

those needs. For personal defense, you might also want to add 
a light coupled with a laser without adding a lot of weight. For 
competition, you might want a relatively long sight radius.

G34 
Maker: Glock

6000 HiGHlands Parkway
sMyrna, Ga 30082

(770) 432-1202
www.Glock.coM

 action tyPe: Locked breech 
  semiauto
 caliber: 9mm
 caPacity: 17+1
 barrel lenGtH: 5.32"
 overall lenGtH: 8.15"
 weiGHt: 32.79 ounces (loaded)
 FinisH: Tenifer
 GriP: Integral polymer
 retail: $679, night 
  sights extra

The Glock 34 is relatively lightweight without the light. Part of the forward slide has been cut 
away, presumably to balance the pistol and reduce weight. One reason Jacob chose the G34 was 
the extended sight radius and 17-round double-stacked magazines. The Glock 22 light/laser with 
dimmer is shown mounted (below). Jacob ran 500 Blazer 115-grain FMJ (aluminum cased), Black 
Hills 124-grain JHP, and 124-grain JHP +P without cleaning the pistol. Another 50 + were shot in 
the match. There have been no malfunctions, and all three brands hit at the same point of aim 
in the bull’s center.
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larger than other popular pistol lights. A 
wheel on the front allows you to vary the 
lighting pattern as you see fit. The laser 
projects a long way as well. At night I 
could see the laser clearly on the side of 
buildings 100 yards or so away. It has a 
dimmer feature, too. Although beneficial 
for home defense use, I found out 
immediately I did not want the Model 22 
light/laser on the pistol in competition. 
At the competition, however, I found 
that was a mistake during one event. 
Bummer.

I had Glock install their night sights. 
During the day or during periods of poor 
light I could make out the sights very 
well and, in fact, shoot the pistol better 
without the laser. A personal problem 

I suspect. At night, the night sights are 
extremely useful, but in that twilight 
period after dawn and just before dark, 
the sights can’t be seen well enough. 
Using the sights only, I put another 400 
rounds through the pistol trying to get 
used to it before the match. The 7.56" 
long sight radius helped a great deal.

Most of the pistol events require the 
shooter move while engaging targets. In 
fact, if the shooter stops moving when the 
shot is taken, he is disqualified. In some 
cases the target is moving as well as the 
shooter. In short, the night sights and 
longer sight radius helped my practice 
scores significantly, but did not do much 
for me during the competition against 
accomplished pistol shooters. Another 
personal problem. 

Grip Thoughts
The grip is a bit large for my hand, 

but not unmanageable. This made 
my hand begin to rotate toward the 
trigger slightly during rapid fire, but 
did not seem to bother my scores. The 
mags take 17 double-stacked rounds, 
requiring the larger grip. Still, it was not 
a showstopper. Another thing I was not 
happy about is the relationship of the 
trigger, grip, and triggerguard which 
force my trigger finger to an angle so 
that the tip of my finger rides against the 
bottom of the triggerguard. After 50 or 
so rounds, that begins to make my finger 
a bit sore. Again, not a showstopper. 

The magazine release protrudes 
from the pistol farther than the Model 
19’s, for example, and the slide release 

The Glock G34 breaks down to just 4 parts 
for cleaning. For those who want a bit more 
power, the G35 is configured the same in .40 
S&W. While Jacob’s G27 is a .40 S&W, he 
opted for the smaller caliber for competition. 
With the new bullets available in +P for the 
9mm, it’s a good cartridge for defense as well. 

Glock 22 liGHt/laser sPeciFications

 liGHt ranGe: 328'
 Focusable: Yes
 liGHt:  Xenon
 diMMable:  Yes

red-liGHt laser

  wavelenGtH:  630-670
 laser class:  3R
 ranGe:  98'
 diverGence:  <2 mrad

service liFe
 liGHt:  1.1 hours
 laser:  21 hours
 liGHt + laser:  1 hour

diMensions

 HeiGHt:  2"
 lenGtH:  3.25"
 widtH:  1.22"
 weiGHt (witH 3.25 ounces
 batteries): Power Supply 
 battery:  2 x CR123A
 watertiGHt: 33'
 oP. teMP:  -14 to + 122 F
 retail:  $284

DOES IT 
AGAIN!

With the NEW

KWIK-MOUNT®/
22 ADAPTER FOR RIFLES

with GROOVED RECEIVERS

Universal mounts enabling 
scopes to be interchanged easily 
onto a variety of receivers.

Satin smooth finish available 
in brite black, silver, and black 
matte, all at the same price.

Sets the standard for looks in the 
industry.

If you can’t find our bases at your 
favorite distributor, contact 
KWIK-SITE and we’ll make SURE 
you get them.

Leading U.S. Manufacturer
of Scope Mounts

5555 Treadwell, Wayne, MI 48184
(734) 326-1500 Fax (734) 326-4120

www.kwiksitecorp.com
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Our 2010 catalog salutes the “American Tradition”
handmade rifle and renown riflemakers the
House Brothers...with replica blackpowder
firearms and more than 10,000 items including
blackpowder shooting supplies, antique gun
parts, and accouterments.

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE 
AND EXPERTISE 
GUARANTEED

VIEW ITEMS AND ORDER ONLINE!  
www.dixiegunworks.com 

Major credit cards accepted
FOR ORDERS ONLY (800) 238-6785

DIXIE GUN WORKS, INC. 
P.O. Box 130    Dept. 2   Union City,  TN 38281

INFO PHONE:  (731) 885-0700  FAX:  (731) 885-0440    
E-MAIL: info@dixiegunworks.com 

DIXIE  2010 CATALOG      ONLY $5.00!

A legend in its own time

Guns

and others make one for the 34 without 
the light. I hope this will be resolved 
soon. 

I cleaned the pistol only once and 
that was after the first 500 rounds. 
I have not encountered any jams or 
problems. During the match, the pistol 
rode nicely at my waist and the weight 
was not burdensome. Unfortunately, I 
did not do better at the match or as well 
as I did in practice. It takes considerable 
skill to make consistent hits during the 
stress of competition, particularly when 
everything seems to be moving, the sun 
is in your eyes, or the light is poor.

Bottom line, regardless of minor 
personal problems, the Glock 34 is a 
capable pistol that fills a broad niche and 
functions as advertised at a competitive 
price. The tactical light with laser, 
though a bit large, works extremely 
well. The pistol is up to the task and 
putting in the trigger time will put you 
ahead of the curve.

And just so you know, the winner 
of the last tactical match was using a 
Glock just like this, shooting against top 
competitors from all over the US and 
Canada.

takes much less force. I suspect this 
was worked out for the fast magazine 
changes required in competition. When 
using the pistol left handed, I could 
feel the long magazine release pressing 
against my index or trigger finger. 

The trigger requires a .5" long pull 
and is about 4.5 pounds when measured 
at the trigger’s middle where your trigger 
finger should be located when firing. It 
takes some getting used to. I have owned 
a Glock 27 for 12 years for concealed 
carry and remember well it took some 
practice to get used to it. But when I did, 
I liked the pistol a great deal, and it has 
been my only carry pistol ever since. 
That was part of the reason I decided on 
the Glock 34 for competition; that and 
the recommendation by several other 
successful competitors who use either 
the 34 or the 17 over many of the 1911 
variants.

The Glock is reasonably priced, 
and you can find replacement parts 
or accessories at many suppliers 
throughout the USA. The 34 is certainly 
not unwieldy, and it serves a broad 
niche. The finish is black matte, holding 
glare to a minimum. 

I found a third minor problem prior 
to the match. No one at present, at least 
that I could find, makes a holster for the 
34 coupled with the light/laser. Fobus 
makes one for the Model 17 with light, 

While there are other night sights you can 
install on the G34, Glocks are shown here. 
The sights are easy to see and use in daylight 
and in dark. However, at twilight, they are 
somewhat difficult to see. The G34 can also be 
ordered with adjustable sights.

The magazine release is extended for quick 
changes. The slide release is also much easier 
to activate than other Glock Jacob has tried. 

Although lightweight, the G22 light/laser with 
dimmer is rather large. Jacob has yet to find 
a holster for the G34 with the light mounted. 
The light is locked to the rail and then 
released with the forward, scored button at 
the top front. Light, light + laser, or laser are 
turned on with the switch at the bottom. Each 
is actuated when ready by pressing down on 
the button just forward of the triggerguard. 
Press again and the light or laser goes off. 
Press slowly and the light comes on as 
gradually as desired.

The light bezel ring allows you to focus the 
beam as desired. The laser is just below the 
light. Both work exceedingly well, and the 
rail on the Glock 34 will accept most other 
manufacturers’ lights. 
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The bolt is 
more slender 
and lighter 
than many, 
having been 
designed 
just for the 
.30-06-class 
of cartridges.

  kiMber’s vision For tHe 84l .30-06 coMes toGetHer.
tHe PerFect size
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Kimber’s earliest offering of a semi-
custom rifle line was the Model 84M 
series, featuring an action slimmed 
down and shortened to the dimensions 
of the .308 Win clan, including popular 
calibers such as the .204 Ruger, .243 
Win, .260 Rem and 7mm-08 Rem. In 
doing so, Kimber was able to achieve a 
balance between action size, power and 
weight that set the 84M (“M” standing 
for Medium) very much apart from 
its competition. Often referred to as a 
miniature Model 70, the result was not 
your typical “short-action.”

With few exceptions like SAKO and 
New Ultra Light Arms, the common 
short-actions have been full-length 
actions chopped in the midsection 
without any further reduction in the 

A) The Redfield scopes feature 1/4 MOA 
clicks and 50" of internal adjustments. B) The 
scope has a nicely knurled power ring and the 
conventional focus ring on the eyepiece. C) 
The nicely sculpted triggerguard has a hinged 
floorplate with its release just inside the guard 
itself. D) The bolt features a 3-position Model 
70 Winchester-style safety, allowing the rifle to 
be carried with the bolt locked closed and also 
unloaded with the safety still applied.

Holt Bodinson
Photos: 

Joseph R. Novelozo

Kimber’s long awaited 
development of an ultra-

lightweight action and a svelte 
overall rifle for the .30-06-size 
family of cartridges is finished, 
and the end product is stunning. 
The new Model 84L series of 
rifles should be hitting your 
dealer’s shelves just about now, 
and if you’ve ever desired a 
lightweight, semi-custom rifle 
at production rifle prices, take a 
look at the trim, attractive and 
efficient Kimber 84L.

A

B

C

D
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With six different factory loads, the Kimber 84L 
averaged 1-1/4". Photo: Holt Bodinson
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diameters of the receiver or bolt. For 
example, the diameters of the front ring of 
a short-action Remington Model 700 or 
Winchester Model 70 run about 1.355", 
while Kimber slimmed theirs down 
to 1.140". Remington and Winchester 
bolt diameters are approximately .693", 
while Kimber’s measures only .585".

By downsizing the heart of the Model 
84M, Kimber was able to proportion the 
barrel and stock in relation to the action. 
The result was an aesthetically pleasing, 
well-balanced and handy hunting rifle. 

While logically you would think 
Kimber’s next step would have 
been to lengthen the 84M action to 
accommodate the .30-06 series of 
cartridges, ’twas not to be. It was the age, 
nay, rage, for the latest short magnum 
cartridges, so Kimber responded by 
designing the 8400 series of actions 
and rifles proportioned to the beefed up 
dimensions of the short magnums. But 
the story does not end there.

The 8400 short-magnum action was 
then lengthened to accommodate not 
only the standard .30-06 family but the 
H&H belted magnum clan of cartridges 
as well. From Kimber’s point of view, 
you might say they ended up with 
neither fish nor fowl. The result is not 
what Kimber based its reputation upon.

It was back to the drawing board. The 
solution was to take the original 84M 
scaled action that could handle .308 
Win pressures and stretch it a bit for the 
.30-06 family of cartridges. Eureka! The 
Model 84L, “L” standing for “Long,” is 
the most petite and scaled-down .30-06 
production rifle I’ve ever handled, 
and yet, in spite of its flea weight of 6 
pounds, 2 ounces, it’s proved to be a 
comfortable rifle to shoot even with full 
powered, 180-grain factory loads.

To better illustrate this “minimalist” 
approach to Kimber’s rifles, I compared 
the weight of the standard Model 98 
Mauser bolt to that of the M84L. The 
Model 98 bolt weighs 16 ounces. The 
.30-06-length bolt of the Kimber weighs 
in at 10 ounces on my Sunbeam scale. 
The Kimber bolt looks like it belongs on 
a .223, rather than on a .30-06.

The small, cylindrical Kimber 
action offers controlled-round feeding, 
a Mauser-type claw extractor, a fully 

adjustable trigger and a 3-position 
Model 70-type safety on the bolt shroud. 
Functionally, the action is slick and tight. 
Its feeding from a 5-round magazine box 
is positive as is its ejection cycle which 
is handled by a blade ejector that works 
through a slot offset in the bolt face 
from the locking lugs. In fact, the whole 
Model 84L bolt, including the shape of 
the bolt knob, looks ever-so-much like 
that of a pre-’64 Model 70. 

The firing pin is small and light, 
resulting in a lock-time just short of 
phenomenal. The bottom metal, featuring 
a straddle-type floorplate and a through-
the-triggerguard release, is clean and 
custom looking. In fact, the overall finish 
of the metal work approaches custom 
quality. As a final touch, Kimber offers a 
set of scope bases so perfectly matched 
to the contour of the receiver they give 
the svelte action the appearance of a 
square-bridge Mauser.

Kimber’s match grade barrel, made in 
their own factory in Yonkers, New York, 
has a pleasing sporting contour and it’s 
a full 24" long to extract all the ballistic 

Model 84l
Maker: kiMber MFG.

one lawton st., yonkers, ny 10705
(800) 880-2418

www.kiMberaMerica.coM
 action tyPe: Bolt, controlled 
  round feeding
 caliber: .30-06 (tested), 
  .270 Win, .25-06 Rem
 caPacity: 5+1
 barrel lenGtH: 24"
 overall lenGtH: 43-3/4"
 weiGHt: 6 pounds, 2 ounces
 FinisH: Matte black
 siGHts: None, bases supplied
 stock: French walnut
 Price: Classic: $1,172 
  Classic Select 
  (tested): $1,359

redField 4-12X
Maker: leuPold & stevens

1440 nortHwest 
Greenbriar Parkway
beaverton, or 97006

(503) 646-9171, www.redField.coM
 MaGniFication: 4X to 12X
 objective 
 diaMeter: 40mm
 eye relieF: 4.9" (4X), 3.7" (12X)
 internal adj. 50 MOA" elevation & 
 ranGe: windage at 100 yards 
 click value: 1/4" 
 tube diaMeter: 1"
 weiGHt: 13.1 ounces
 overall lenGtH: 12.3"
 reticles:  4-Plex Duplex 
  (tested), Accu-Range
 Price: $209.99, $219.99 
  (Accu-Range Reticle)

Huffing up a hill is when your 
6-1/3 pound big game rifle earns 
its keep. Photo: Holt Bodinson.

“When you can buy a light, elegant, 
accurate, american production 
rifle With custom quality features 
for $1,172 to $1,359, the leadership 
and craftsmen at Kimber deserve  

a real pat on the bacK.”
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potential the initial chamberings in .270 
Win, .30-06 and .25-06 Rem have to 
offer. 

The complete barreled action is 
finished in a matte blue, and it’s both 
pillar and glass bedded. The barrel is 
free-floated up to the barrel shank with 
minimal clearance visible along the top 
line of the stock. 

To be offered in their Classic, 
Classic Select and Montana models, 
our test gun was the Classic Select 
grade featuring an upgraded French 
walnut stock tipped with ebony, a steel 
pistol grip cap and a black 1" Pachmayr 
Decelerator pad. Kimber’s trim, elegant 
stocks are designed along the lines of the 
American classic, carrying checkering 
panels cut to 20 lines-per-inch and final 
polished with a hand-rubbed oil finish. 
The Classic and Classic Select walnut 
stocks will be offered initially followed 
by the synthetic/stainless steel Montana 
later in the year.

We mounted our 84L Classic Select 
in .30-06 with Leupold’s new “Redfield” 
line of value scopes and tested six 
different loads from three makers at 100 
yards. The average group size of 12, 
3-shot groups was 1-1/4". The smallest 
groups were turned in by Winchester 
Supreme 180-grain E-Tip (3/4" to 1-1/8" 
at 2,633 fps) and the largest by Winchester 
Supreme 180-grain AccuBond (1-1/4" 
to 1-3/4" at 2,631 fps). The other loads 
tested included Winchester Supreme 
180-grain Ballistic Silvertip, Winchester 
150-grain Power Max Bonded, Federal 
Premium 180-grain Nosler Partition and 
CorBon Hunter 168-grain Barnes Triple 
Shock, all hovering around 1-1/4". 

The Kimber leaves nothing on the 
table in terms of accuracy with factory 
ammunition. Frankly, any .30-06 that 
can average 1-1/4" is a keeper. One of the 
characteristics of the .30-06 I have noted 
over the years is their tendency to shift 
the point-of-impact with each loading 
even though the bullet weight might be 
the same and the velocity similar. The 
Kimber was no exception.

The controlled-round action fed, 
extracted and ejected without a hiccup. 
Sporting an action designed by a 
minimalist, the 84L does require a bit 
of attention when loading the 5-round 
magazine box. It’s tight in there, and 
you can’t just stuff those 3.3" long, 
180-grain rounds in quickly like you can 
in a Mauser or Model 70. 

The best part of the story may be 
the pricing. When you can buy a light, 
elegant, accurate, American production 
rifle with custom quality features for 
$1,172 to $1,359, the leadership and 
craftsmen at Kimber deserve a real 
pat on the back. The Kimber tradition 
of offering exceptional quality at an 
affordable price lives on in the new 
Model 84L.

The rifle has trim, elegant lines, 
controlled-round Mauser-style 
feed and comes with factory-
fitted scope bases.

Redfield is back 
and now made by 
Leupold & Stevens. 
The matte-finished 
4-12X scope 
compliments the 
rifle nicely.

The slim, checkered French 
walnut fore-end ends in an 
ebony tip. 

Our test rifle featured an upgrade to nicely 
figured French Walnut. The stock is oil-finished 
and ends in a Pachmayr Decelerator recoil pad.
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USA Shooting Team logo grips, 30 lines-per-inch front strap 
checkering, beavertail grip safety & extended magazine 
well have a striking appearance and speed operation.

Team Match II pistols feature an adjustable sight with 
positive steel-on-steel clicks for match-winning accuracy, 
ambidextrous thumb safety & Premium Aluminum 
Trigger™ that breaks clean at 4-5 pounds.

©2010 Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Kimber names, logos and other trademarks may not be used without permission. Names of other companies, products and services may be 
the property of their respective owners. Kimber firearms are shipped with an instructional manual and California-approved cable lock. Copy of instruction manual available by request.

The Team Match II™ is chambered in both 
.45 ACP & 9mm.  Slide & frame are machined 
from stainless steel to exacting dimensions.

Heavy Medal
Kimber.  The Choice of the USA Shooting Team.

The Choice of America’s Best.

www.kimberamerica.com 

For information on products and dealer 
locations please send $2 to:

Kimber, Dept. 278
One Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY 10705

Information is also available at (800) 880-2418

http://www.kimberamerica.com


For sixgunners 1959 is also a most 
memorable year. Six years earlier a 
young gunmaker by the name of Bill 
Ruger modernized the single action 
sixgun with a virtually unbreakable 
coil spring powered action in his .22 
Single-Six. One year later his full-sized 
Blackhawk complete with adjustable 
sights on a flat-topped frame arrived 
in .357 Magnum; it is one of the all 
time great outdoorsman’s sixguns. 
Ruger soon discovered Remington 
and Smith & Wesson were working on 
the .44 Magnum and three of the .357 
Blackhawks were rechambered to .44 
Magnum with prototype barrel lengths 
of 4-5/8", 5-1/2" and 7-1/2" but the 
frames proved to be too small for the .44 
Magnum. Both frame and cylinder of 
the .357 platform were increased in size 
and the result was the .44 Blackhawk in 
1956. 

Both the original .357 and .44 
Magnum Blackhawks are now known 

group of us teenagers, I was 17 at the 
time, used to gather every Saturday 
afternoon at Boyle’s Gun Shop or 
Shell’s Gun and Archery Farm to shoot.  
Both establishments had outdoor ranges 
and when one is young weather makes 
no difference, so we shot almost every 
week. Shell’s received an early 4" 
Smith & Wesson .44 Magnum and he 
rented it out along with six rounds of 
ammunition. Each one of us shot it in 
turn. The recoil was awful, however 
we all lied and said it wasn’t bad; 
after all, teenagers are supposed to be 
invincible.

That experience was not easy to 
forget so when the first Ruger .44 
Blackhawk arrived I bought it instead of 
a Smith. It sold for $96 and I still have it 
more than a half-century later. It started 

to collectors as Flat-Tops. In many parts 
of the country Ruger’s .44 Magnum 
arrived on dealer shelves even before 
the Smith & Wesson .44 Magnum. A 

John Taffin

That wonderful year was 1959. Ike was in the White House, 
Hawaii and Alaska became states, and Charlton Heston won Best 

Actor for Ben Hur, which was also chosen for Best Film. Sports fans 
watched the Colts beat the Giants for the NFL championship and 
in the World Series the Dodgers beat the White Sox. Walt Disney’s 
Mickey Mouse Club went off the air, a young actor by the name of 
Clint Eastwood arrived as Rowdy Yates in the TV series Rawhide,  
and for Western fans Saturday night television was ruled by Paladin 
and Matt Dillon. It was 6-degrees below zero on a February morning 
when this then young teenager and an even younger teenager now 
known as Diamond Dot crossed over the state line in a 1954 Chevy 
to be married. Yes, 1959 is definitely a year to be remembered.

Taffin has found the 
10-1/2" stainless steel 
Ruger Super Blackhawk 
to be an excellent 
shooting sixgun.

Taffin has long been a shooter of the Super 
Blackhawk and the 50th Anniversary Model is 
no exception. It proved a fine handgun.

Ruger’s Super Blackhawk Turns 50.
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as a standard 6-1/2" Blackhawk, was 
soon cut to an easier carrying 4-5/8" 
length, and then returned to the factory 
for a 7-1/2" barrel when I needed the 
shorter length for a custom .44 Special 
Ruger. When his Esteemed Editorship 
pinned me to the wall several years back 
and forced me to pick my one favorite 
sixgun, it was this old Ruger. It was an 
easy choice.

The first time I shot that Ruger 
Blackhawk I found I had an even bigger 
and more ferocious tiger by the tail than 
that .44 Magnum Smith & Wesson. 
The experts at the time all seemed to 
think the Ruger would handle recoil 
better than the Smith as the grip frame 
was identical to the Colt Single Action 
Army, known for gently rocking in the 
hand under recoil. The problem was 
there was nothing gentle about the .44 
Magnum. When I touched off that first 
round the .44 Ruger Blackhawk rotated 
more than 90-degrees backwards and 
the hammer dug a piece of skin out of 
the back of my hand. I went back to 
shooting the .44 Special and .45 Colt.

Eventually with more shooting 
experience I learned to handle both 
the S&W and Ruger .44 Magnums. 
However, my experience with the 
Ruger was apparently quite widespread 
and Ruger sought to alleviate the 
problem. The result in 1959 was the 

Ruger Super Blackhawk, with several 
changes. To add more weight the barrel 
was standardized at 7-1/2" instead of 
the 6-1/2", the cylinder was unfluted, 
and the grip frame was changed from 
aluminum alloy to a larger one of 
heavier steel.

To come up with the Super Blackhawk 
grip frame, Bill Ruger reached way 
back to the 1847 Colt Walker and 
Dragoon sixguns. These grip frames 

are not only longer than the original 
.44 Blackhawk grip, they also used a 
square-back triggerguard. Ruger also 
added a wide, checkered hammer spur 
and wide, grooved trigger to complete 
the package which was finished in a high 
polished bright blue. The original run 
of Super Blackhawks were packed in 
wooden boxes and sold for $120. When 
the boxes were no longer available the 
price was dropped to $116 at a time 

Evolution of Ruger’s 
.44 Magnum includes 
the Flat-Top, Super 
Blackhawk and 
today’s Hunter Model.
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Idaho’s sagebrush, foothills, forests and 
mountains, however I found I preferred 
the standard .44 Blackhawk with its 
smaller grip frame and which had 
been re-barreled to 7-1/2". The Super 

when the Smith & Wesson .44 Magnum 
was selling for $140.

I purchased my first Ruger Super 
Blackhawk in 1965 and still have 
it.  I’ve carried it over many miles of 

.44 MaGnuM Factory aMMo PerForMance
 load velocity GrouP size*  GrouP size**
 (brand, bullet weiGHt, tyPe) (FPs) (incHes)  (incHes)

 black Hills 240 jHP 1,162 2 1
Notes: Chronograph set at 10' from muzzle

.44 sPecial Handloaded aMMo PerForMance
 bullet Powder cHarGe velocity GrouP size*  GrouP size**
 (brand, bullet weiGHt, tyPe) (brand) (Grains weiGHt) (FPs) (incHes)  (incHes)

 sPeer 225 HP  H4227  17.5   1,103   1-3/4  3/4
 sPeer 225 HP  2400  15.0   1,123   2-1/4  1-5/8
 sPeer 225 HP  2400  16.5   1,257  1-1/2  1-7/8
 lyMan 429421  2400  17.0   1,226   1-5/8  1-3/4
 nei 260.429kt  Power Pistol  8.0   1,047   1-1/8  1
 rcbs 44-250kt Universal  7.5   1,005   1-5/8  1-1/2

.44 MaGnuM

 nei 290.429Gckt  Unique  10.0   1,162    1-3/4 1-1/2
Notes:  *Ruger 50th Anniversary 7-1/2" Super Blackhawk .44 Magnum. 

** Ruger Old Model 7-1/2" Super Blackhawk .44 Magnum  
Groups the product of 5 Shots at 20 yards. 

Chronograph screens set at 10' from muzzle. CCI 300 primers used in Starline brass.

Ruger offers the stainless steel Hunter Model with both 
the Super Blackhawk and Bisley Model grip frame.

Before Ruger introduced the New Model with a long barrel Taffin 
had this custom satin nickel Super Blackhawk made by Trapper 
Gun. The scope is by Bushnell and the stocks, Herrett’s Single 
Action Trooper model, solved Taffin’s problem of being bitten by 
the square backed triggerguard of the Super Blackhawk.
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Blackhawk was sent off to Larry Kelly 
at Mag-na-port for total customizing. 
The barrel was Mag-na-ported and cut 
back even with the ejector rod housing, 
the action was totally tuned, and the 
entire sixgun was finished in M-N-P’s 
satin nickel. 

I have since replaced the Super 
Blackhawk grip frame with one from a 
stainless steel Ruger Old Army and also 
fitted Eagle’s Ultra-ivory grips. Most 
shooters find the Super Blackhawk 
grip quite comfortable, but the square 
back triggerguard raises havoc with my 
knuckle. This custom Super is now a 
major candidate for the title of Perfect 
Packin’ Pistol. I mostly use it with 
260-grain Keith bullets over 10.0 grains 
of Unique or Universal for about 1,150 
fps. This is a powerful load yet still kind 
to the shooter. 

The original Ruger Super Blackhawk 
was only offered as an all blue, 7-1/2" .44 
Magnum. Today this Super Blackhawk 
is known to collectors as the Old Model 
or 3-Screw. It did not immediately 
replace the standard .44 Blackhawk and 
both were available until 1963. When 
Ruger switched from the Flat-Top 
configuration to the Blackhawk now 
known as the Old Model, 3-Screw with 
wings on both sides of the rear sight, the 
standard .44 Blackhawk was dropped 
from production. New Model Rugers 
are easily recognized by two things; the 
three screws on the side of the frame 
were replaced by two pins and the 
trigger sits much farther forward in the 

triggerguard. 
Ruger’s New Model added a transfer 

bar safety allowing single actions to 
be safely carried hammer down with 
all chambers loaded under normal 
conditions. Traditional single action 
sixguns are loaded and unloaded by 
placing the hammer on half-cock, 
opening the loading gate, and rotating 
the cylinder; with the New Model 
action there is no half-cock notch on 
the hammer and simply opening the 
loading gate allows the cylinder to be 
rotated while the hammer remains in a 
down position. 

With the coming of the New Model 
Blackhawks, the Super Blackhawk 
7-1/2" remained standard, however a 
longer 10-1/2" barrel was soon offered 
for hunters and silhouetters. Both of 
these were all blue but were soon sided 
by stainless steel versions. 

For nearly 30 years no factory 
produced short-barreled Super 
Blackhawks were available.  This was 
corrected when the 5-1/2" barrel length 
came along in 1987 and finally in 1994 
both blued and stainless 4-5/8" Packin’ 
Pistols in .44 Magnum were introduced. 
The shorter barreled versions are not 
easily recognized as Super Blackhawks 
as they are fitted with standard grip 
frames rather than the longer, square-
backed Dragoon-style frames of the 
other Super Blackhawk barrel lengths. 

In the late 1970s and early 1980s 
Diamond Dot and I were both 
competing in Long Range Silhouetting 

and, since we did not see sights the 
same way, I ordered a pair of 10-1/2" 
Super Blackhawks so we could both 
easily keep track of our sight settings. 
For a secure grip during competition 
both were also equipped with Pachmayr 
rubber grips.  By the time the Super 
Blackhawk arrived in stainless, we 
were no longer competing and I also 
found I had the most accurate Ruger .44 
Magnum I had ever experienced. With 
its interchangeable post front sight, I 
found I shot it very well with iron sights 
and have used it for hunting, taking a 
record book Aoudad. With its long 
barrel and black sights I can still shoot 
this sixgun as well as any I own. 

Ruger also offers the Hunter Model 
Super Blackhawk in stainless steel 
with a 7-1/2" heavy ribbed barrel with 
cutouts to accept Ruger scope rings. 
It is offered with either the Bisley or 
Super Blackhawk grip frame with a 
rounded triggerguard. Without a doubt 
the Hunter Model Super Blackhawk is 
the greatest bargain offered today for 
handgun hunters. 

Over the past 50 years I would guess 
the Ruger Super Blackhawk has been 
chosen by more handgun hunters and 
outdoorsmen than any other sixgun. 
Happy 50th Birthday and Golden 
Anniversary to Bill Ruger’s grand 
offering. Unless everything unravels 
in this country, and it certainly could, 
I expect 50 years from now these pages 
will contain the Centennial Salute to the 
Super Blackhawk. 

The Ruger Super Blackhawk of 
1959 gained immediate acceptance 
with shooters and especially 

handgun hunters. Commemorating that 
prestigious event of 50 years ago Ruger 
produced the 50th Anniversary Super 
Blackhawk for 2009. The Anniversary 
Model, except for the New Model 
transfer bar action, is the same basic .44 
Magnum of 1959. The barrel length is 
7-1/2", the finish is bright blue, and the 
grips, instead of the original walnut, are a 
most attractive Cocobolo complete with 
a black eagle emblem and beautifully 
fitted to the frame. 

It is obvious Ruger spent extra time 
on this model not only with fit and finish 
but also the fact that all cylinder chamber 
throats are a perfect and uniform .431", 
the barrel/cylinder gap is .003", and the 
trigger pull is set at 3-3/4 pounds. This 
Anniversary Model is also embellished 
with two gold bands around the cylinder 
as well as “50th ANNIVERSARY SUPER 
BLACKHAWK 2009” in gold lettering 
on the top of the barrel. All in all this 

is one of the nicest, perhaps the best 
crafted sixgun to ever come from the 
Ruger factory. Shooting this new Ruger 
Blackhawk was pure pleasure and also 
brought back many memories over the 
past half-century as I ran it alongside 
my nearly 50-year-old original Super 
Blackhawk.

Taffin made this holster for his Old Model Super 
Blackhawk decades ago. It also works perfectly 
for the Anniversary Model Super Blackhawk. 

Super Blackhawks do shoot well! These 
targets were made with Taffin’s pair of Super 
Blackhawks: the 50th Anniversary model (left) 
and an original.

RugeR 50th AnniveRsARy supeR BlAckhAwk
HandGun: 50tH anniversary 

suPer blackHawk
Maker: sturM ruGer

200 ruGer road, Prescott, az 86301
www.ruGer.coM

 action tyPe: Single Action 
 caliber:  .44 Magnum
 caPacity:  6 
 barrel lenGtH: 7-1/2"
 overall lenGtH: 13-1/2"
 weiGHt: 48 ounces
 FinisH: High gloss blue
 siGHts: Ruger adjustable rear, 
  ramp front
 GriPs: Cocobolo
 Price:  $880
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With a little money in my pockets 
that first fall out of college, I visited 
a gun store in West Virginia offering 
both a replica Trapdoor Springfield 
Model 1873 cavalry carbine as made by 
Harrington & Richardson and one of the 
then brand-new Marlin Model 1895s. 
Not being able to decide between the 
two .45-70s I bought both. Even that 
young I knew you had to be gentle 
with the trapdoor design of a rifle. They 
weren’t meant for the adventurous or 
stupid. Conversely, the new Marlins 
were being touted as very strong rifles 
and I had been reading too much Elmer 
Keith in those days. 

His often mentioned favorite .45-70 
load for Winchester Model 1886s won’t 

That was almost the end of my .45-
70 shooting. When the Shiloh Sharps 
reproduction Model 1874s began getting 
considerable notice in the early ’80s I 
wanted no part of .45-70s. By that time 
I was more inured to recoil, so that’s not 
the real reason I shied away from the 
caliber. By then I considered it mundane, 
ordinary, unexciting, boring even. For 
over 20 years I constantly fiddled with 
Sharps cartridges for which you couldn’t 
just buy off-the-shelf ammunition. I had 
rifles chambered for things ranging from 
the tiny .40-50 Sharps bottleneck to the 
huge .50-90 Sharps. 

Then with the new century also 
perhaps came some common sense 
for me. All of a sudden it dawned on 
me if I wanted to be a high ranked 
competitor in the NRA’s Black Powder 
Cartridge Rifle Silhouette (BPCR) 
game, I needed to focus on one caliber. 

be repeated here. Someone might get 
in trouble with it. Back then I eagerly 
loaded up a batch of them, but being 
new to .45-70s had to go one step 
further. I mounted a Weaver K3 scope 
on my Marlin. At the range upon pulling 
the trigger for the first shot, instantly I 
could not see and there was considerable 
pain right between my eyes. Its cause 
was my first and so far only scope cut. 
The reason I couldn’t see was the blood 
flowing in my eyes. The fellow with me 
gasped at the size of the knot forming on 
my forehead. He said it made me look 
like a unicorn. Then he also pointed out 
that my shoulder was bleeding through 
my t-shirt because the rifle’s butt had 
split the skin. 

Mike “Duke” Venturino
Photos: Yvonne Venturino

Little did I know in 1972 upon buying my first .45-70 that 38 years 
later it would be my single most fired, most reloaded and most 

used rifle cartridge. Also upon buying that first .45-70 little did I 
realize that it almost became my least used rifle cartridge.

These three rifles were very popular in .45-70 
caliber back in the late 1800s. At top is US Model 
1873 infantry rifle, middle is Sharps Model 1874, 
and bottom is Winchester Model 1886.

Duke touches off a shot with his C. Sharps 
Model 1874 .45-70 (above) during the 2009 NRA 
BPCR Silhouette National Championships.

Aka .45-70
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Never would I be smart enough to have 
just one competition rifle, but perhaps 
I could put more effort into making 
just one cartridge do for all my BPCR 
competitions. 

(Even on that point I still haven’t 
totally succumbed to common sense. I 
still have two .45-90s—a Sharps and a 
Rolling Block—both built on original 
long-range target rifle actions and 
buttstocks. But my defense is they are 
only loaded to .45-70 ballistics.)

And get this, since focusing my efforts 
on the .45-70 I’ve twice finished in the 
top 10 at the NRA BPCR Silhouette 
national championships. That never 
happened when firing rifles of other 
calibers. And in 2008 I managed to win 
the Scoped Arizona State Championship 
for BPCR Silhouette. I was shooting 
a Shiloh Model 1874 Sharps .45-70 
fitted with a Montana Vintage Arms 6X 
telescope. 

So let’s take a look at the .45-70’s 
history. First off the US Government, 
the outfit that developed the cartridge, 
never called it a .45-70. It was formally 
named the .45 Government. But be sure 
of one thing. It did not spring from 
the US Army’s Ordnance Department 
overnight. The .45 Government was 
arrived at after extensive testing of .40, 
.42, and .45 cartridges of both straight 
and bottleneck form. Many of the testers 

The US Model 1873 .45 
Government Carbine was 
the standard weapon of 
the 7th Cavalry when they 
were defeated by Sioux and 
Cheyenne Indians at the 
Little Big Horn.
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and had a hollow base. Powder charge 
remained the same 70 grains. Also it 
should be mentioned that as adopted in 
1873, the .45 Government ammunition 
used copper cases and, although they 
were centerfire primed, they were also 
inside primed. Between the copper cases 
and inside primer, therefore, they were 
not reloadable. 

The firearms adopted for these new 
cartridges were the “Trapdoors” of 
Western history fame. Infantry units were 
issued full-length rifles with 31-5/8" 
barrels weighing about 9-1/2 pounds. 
Cavalry units were given carbines 
with 22" barrels and weighing only 
about seven pounds. Almost instantly 
cavalrymen began complaining about 
the excessive recoil of the standard 
.45-70-405 cartridge. Therefore, a 
special reduced load was developed for 
them holding only 55 grains of black 
powder. The extra space was taken up 
by a cardboard tube slipped down inside 
the case before bullet and powder were 
loaded. 

Here’s an interesting fact. When 
the 7th Cavalry began its ill-fated 
1876 campaign a Sergeant Ryan of M 
Company was carrying his personally 
owned Sharps Model 1874 rifle in .45 
Government. It was even fitted with a 
telescope. In his oral history Sgt. Ryan 
said he traded an infantry sergeant for 
some of the 70-grain loads so his Sharps 
would have better range. (Contrary to 
the misconceptions of many, the entire 
7th Cavalry was not wiped out at Little 
Big Horn. Seven of the 12 companies 
survived albeit with considerable 
casualties. M Company was one of 
them.) 

Bigger Payload
What about the famous 500-grain .45 

Government load? It did not come about 
until 1881. Powder charge remained the 
same. Also, at about the same time, a 
switch was made to brass for cartridge 
case material and primers were outside 

actually preferred a .42 caliber cartridge 
with straight case holding 65 grains of 
black powder under a 360-grain bullet. 
It did not win, however, because the 
.45 caliber cartridge with straight case 
holding 70 grains of powder under a 
400-grain bullet performed better at 
long range. 

Upon formal adoption in 1873 the .45 
Government’s bullet weight had been 
increased to 405 grains. It was swaged 
from an alloy blend of one part tin to 
11 parts lead. Bullet diameter was .457" 
and it contained three lubricant grooves 

type. Now the cases could be reloaded 
and the US Army even assembled 
reloading kits and sent them to distant 
Army posts in the West. 

It might sound strange, but to me, 
500-grain bullets in my .45-70 match 
rifles are on the “light” side, because 
I’m searching for the absolute best 
performance I can get in the BPCR 
Silhouette game. The metallic silhouettes 
used in such matches range from chickens 
at 200 meter to rams at 500 meters. 
Furthermore, the chickens are fired at 
only from offhand position. The other 
targets can be fired at from crossed stick 
rest with the vast majority of competitors 
going prone. 

So what we have in the BPCR 
Silhouette game is a need for at least two 
different handloads. I want a fairly mild 
load for the offhand work, but a very 
heavy bullet for the more distant targets. 
The heavier the bullet, the longer it holds 
its velocity and the better the downrange 
performance. Some competitors actually 
have a different load for each of the 
distances at which the silhouettes are 
placed. Besides the close and furthest 
ones mentioned there are also pigs at 300 
meters and turkeys at 385 meters. To me 
that’s too complicated but at the same 
time it doesn’t mean I’ve developed only 
two .45-70 handloads. 

For chickens I’ve settled on a custom 
513-grain roundnose. It has five large 
grease grooves, therefore sets very deep 
in the cartridge case. Only 52 grains of 
Swiss 1-1/2 Fg powder will fit beneath 
it. So it’s only traveling at about 1,050 
fps, making it nice and gentle on my 
long-abused right shoulder. However, 
for the more distant targets I’ve got two 
superb .45-70 handloads between which 
I tend to bounce. One uses a 560-grain 
Creedmoor bullet with five grease 
grooves under which is loaded only 64 
grains of the same Swiss 1-1/2 Fg. And 
finally my most used .45-70 load of late is 
again based on the very blunt roundnose 
developed as a 500-grain bullet by the 

For ordinary reloading Duke relies on standard 
Lyman .45-70 dies but for his match quality 
handloads he seats bullets with a Redding 
Competition Die. Duke’s three .45-70 Sharps 
Model 1874 reproduction match rifles include 
(from top) a Shiloh Sharps with 6X Montana 
Vintage Arms scope, Shiloh Sharps with 
Montana Vintage Arms peep sights, and a C. 
Sharps Model 1874 also with Montana Vintage 
Arms peep sights. 

Duke could live nicely with just these two 
powders for all his .45-70 handloads. 
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US Government. However, I had it made 
extra heavy to weigh 555 grains. It is also 
loaded over 64 grains of Swiss 1-1/2 Fg. 
Velocities of those last two bullets run 
only about 1,125 fps. All 
three of these bullets are 
poured in custom Steve 
Brooks bullet moulds of 
1-20 tin to lead alloy, sized 
to .458", and lubed with 
SPG. 

Why do I want them 
so slow? When a bullet 
starts out super-sonic and 
then slows down enough 
during its travel to become 
sub-sonic, it actually gets 
a bit unstable at that point. 
Starting them out so slow 
means they go sub-sonic 
quickly so I don’t have to 
concern myself with the 
stability factor at all.  

Although my most used 
.45-70 handloads are those 
mentioned above for BPCR 
Silhouette competition, I do 
have some other favorites. 
For instance, I’ve hunted 
considerably with .45-70s, 
and also done my share of 
shooting .45-70 lever guns. 
For hunting with the .45-70 
there is only one bullet 
for me. That’s the Lyman 
457125, which is patterned 
after the old Government 
500-grain roundnose, 
although with 1-20 tin to 
lead alloy they actually 
weigh about 520 grains. 
Fired from reasonable 
ranges that bullet will plow 
completely through a 1-ton 
bison bull from just about any angle. 
I start it out at about 1,200 fps with 65 
grains of Swiss 1-1/2 Fg. 

For quite a while I owned a Marlin 
Model 1881 .45-70 lever gun. Due to 
its age I never fired smokeless in it, but 
likewise avoided those big, roundnose 
bullets. The reason for that is when the 
US Government tested Marlin’s 1881 
for possible use by the army the test rifle 
suffered two magazine tube explosions 

with standard issue .45-70 military loads. 
For that reason, the old Ideal Bullet Mould 
Company developed a design numbered 
457193, for a 400-grain flatnose. That’s 

still the one I used when 
loading black powder for 
lever guns. 

Now to smokeless 
powders and at this point 
I freely admit to seldom 
firing much smokeless in 
my .45-70s anymore. But 
when I do there are only 
two propellants for me. For 
a light load to duplicate 
black powder ballistics 
there is Western Powder’s 
5744. Over a charge of 28 
grains I load the RCBS 
45-400FN, which is a gas-
checked bullet weighing 
about 410 grains of 1-20 
alloy. 

And lastly there is my 
hottest .45-70 load of all, 
and the one least used. It 
has the 400-grain Speer 
JSP bullet over 46 grains 
of IMR3031. I developed 
this load with a friend back 
in the 1980s. He was shy 
about loading his brand new 
Shiloh Model 1874 Sharps 
with black powder. Also he 
wanted a bit more “range” 
for his loads because he 
intended on getting a 
Montana mountain goat 
with his .45-70. He did, 
but interestingly before his 
untimely death in a logging 
accident, he had switched 
to black powder saying he 
had never had so much fun 

with a rifle. 
And that’s the bottom line for me. 

I truly enjoy the .45-70, despite my 
somewhat shaky start with it. I doubt if I 
ever turn my back on it again!

steve brooks Moulds
1610 dunn ave., walkerville, Mt 59701

www.brooksMoulds.coM

This is why the US Model 1873 rifles and 
carbines gained the nickname of “Trapdoor.” 

At left (above) is a copper 
case 405-grain .45 
Government load, next is 
brass-cased .45 Government 
load with 500-grain bullet. 
Second from right is Duke’s 
handload for .45-70 lever 
guns using RCBS 45-405FN, 
and at right is one of Duke’s 
favorite match handloads with 
555-grain roundnose bullet 
from Steve Brooks custom 
mould. Duke’s four favorite 
.45-70 cast bullets and 
loaded rounds (below) include 
(from left) the Lyman 457125 
(520 grains), Brooks custom 
513-grain roundnose, Brooks 
custom 555-grain roundnose, 
and Brooks custom 560-grain 
Creedmoor. 
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One of the pleasant by-products of 
being a gun writer is shooting a lot of 
rifles. Over the past decade or so I’ve 
made an informal study of the things 
that go into out-of-the box rifle accuracy, 
both through shooting bull’s-eyes and 

Some rifles with a good reputation for 
accuracy don’t have free-floated barrels. 
The Remington 700 is perhaps the prime 
example, with the fore-end tip pressing 
upward against the barrel. This was the 
most reliable way to bed a barrel when 
all stocks were made of wood, because 
the wood might warp slightly after the 
rifle was made. 

In fact, odds were it would warp. 
When alive, a tree is designed by Nature 
to suck water upward, and the basic 
mechanics for sucking water still exist 
in dead wood, even if it’s been defunct 
for years. Cutting the barrel channel so 
the fore-end pressed against the barrel 
meant if the wood did warp slightly, the 
barrel would tend to follow the fore-
end, thus maintaining the tight stock 
fit old-school riflemen associated with 
quality work.

However, problems sometimes occur 
with tip-bedded wooden stocks. The 
stock may warp enough to change the 
point-of-impact of the rifle, often within 
a few days. The most extreme example 
I’ve ever seen was the walnut stock on 
the Ruger 77 a companion brought on 
a caribou hunt in Quebec, a province 
noted for rain, especially up north where 
the caribou roam. After a few days of 
hunting in wind-driven water, his .30-06 
shot considerably high and left. He 
discovered this when he shot at a caribou 
from 200 yards, using his daypack as a 
rest, and hit the bull in the neck while 
aiming at the shoulder, and confirmed it 
on a paper target later that same day.

Tip-bedded rifles may not shoot as 
accurately as possible, though there are 
disagreements about this. The folks at 
Weatherby claim they’ve tested their 
Vanguards both floated and tip-bedded, 
and found no difference. However, 
I’ve free-floated the barrels of a bunch 
of Remington 700s, Ruger 77s, and 
Weatherby Vanguards over the years and 
found many shot better floated. The only 
exceptions were rifles with really thin 
barrels, such as the Remington Mountain 
Rifles and Ruger Ultra Lights, and 
even some of those shot better floated. 
(This isn’t a secret, the reason another 
frequently-asked question in Internet 

shooting-the-bull. The biggest factor? 
Most of the rifles with a reputation for 
super OTB accuracy have free-floated 
barrels. Examples run from “affordable” 
Savages to the Nosler Custom Model 48 
costing close to $3,000.

The Browning X-Bolt’s 
superb accuracy helped 
take this Colorado 
pronghorn at long range.

out-of-the-box out-of-the-box 

AccurAcyAccurAcy
So much has changed.
John Barsness

The question appears in letters-to-the-editor and Internet chat 
rooms: “What’s the most accurate factory rifle?” Oddly enough, 

the question is asked not because today’s mass-produced rifles are 
inaccurate, but because so many are very accurate. They got that 
way partly by stealing certain features from target rifles, mostly 
benchrest rifles.
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forums is, “What’s the best way to free-
float my rifle’s barrel?”) 

The main rationale for tip-bedding 
barrels pretty much disappeared with 
mass-produced synthetic stocks, 
though not right away. Many of the 
early “Tupperware” (injection-molded) 
stocks were almost as floppy as an 
extension cord. One basic rule of free-
floating is the fore-end has to be stiff 
enough for the barrel to remain free-
floating, even during the stress of firing. 
A floppy stock does not do this, but 
today’s factory injection-molded stocks 
are pretty darn good.

Winchester pioneered the mass-
production of the free-floating barrel 
on the notorious post-’64 Model 70. 
Shooters shied away, partly because 
they’d long been subjected to the tight-
wood theory of rifle quality, and partly 
because the gap around the barrel 
appeared big enough to house a herd of 
black-widow spiders.

Winchester soon recognized its error, 
thanks to warehouses full of unsold 
rifles. However, Winchester Model 
70s didn’t really start regaining the 
reputation of being OTB accurate again 
until very recently, with the advent of the 
FN-made Model 70s. They have some 
features purists don’t like, in particular 
a new trigger, but one reason the South 
Carolina Model 70s have quickly gained 
the reputation of shooting very well is 
their free-floated barrels.

The gap isn’t as wide as that in the 
original post-’64s, but it’s there, and 
apparently modern wood finishes have 
made it possible for the gap to stay put. 
I bought one of the first South Carolina 
rifles to show up at a local store, a 2008 
Limited Edition (essentially a Super-
Grade) in .300 WSM, stocked in fancy 
black walnut. I tried three different 
powders behind some 180-grain Sierra 
GameKings, and with Ramshot Hunter 
the rifle almost immediately began 
shooting those tiny 3-shot groups so 
necessary for the slaying of today’s 
white-tailed deer. After two years in dry 
Montana, the small fore-end gap around 
the barrel is still the same size as when it 
left moist South Carolina.

The second factor in OTB accuracy 
is precise bedding of the action, so the 
action fits firmly into the stock, yet isn’t 
stressed (bent slightly) when the action 
screws are tightened. The most common 
method involves some sort of epoxy-
based compound, so the stock inletting 
precisely matches the action in the areas 
around locking lug and tang. This is the 
method used in the new Model 70s, and 
it’s a big step up from the heat-glue used 
in the last generation of Model 70s. 

Some of the most accurate OTB rifles 
include metal “pillars” glued into the 
stock around the action screws. Pillars 
were originally developed to prevent 

early thin-shelled synthetic stocks from 
collapsing when the action screws were 
tightened, but they also tend to hold the 
action more precisely. The Weatherby 
Vanguard Sub-MOA is an interesting 
rifle, because instead of just being built 
to shoot accurately, it’s a Vanguard that 
shot better than average when tested. 
Those better-than-average barreled 
actions are then screwed into a pillar-

bedded synthetic stock.
Another variation on this theme is 

the bedding block, a piece of aluminum 
machined to match the bottom of the 
action, then glued into the stock. One of 
the newer nominees for the list of OTB 
accurate bolt rifles is the Thompson/
Center Icon, and one of its features is 
a bedding block (along with, of course, 
a free-floated barrel). I recently tested 

This Remington 700 in .30-06 (above) is in a laminated stock made by the late Montana gunsmith 
Mel Smart. The barrel is free-floated, one reason this 700 is a consistent game getter. The Nosler 
Custom Model 48 (below) actually isn’t a custom rifle, since it isn’t built to an individual customer’s 
specifications. Instead, it’s a “slow-built” factory rifle with features found on many custom rifles, 
such as hand-laid synthetic stock with pillar bedding, and a free-floating match-grade barrel.
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the biggest 3-shot group the rifle shot 
measured .78". In fact, it was one of the 
most boring factory rifles I’ve ever fooled 
with, because it came right out of the box 
with no tinkering necessary—and the 
crisp trigger had an awful lot to do with 
why a light rifle could shoot so well.

Another lightweight .308, a 
Browning X-Bolt, shot almost as 
well with Winchester factory ammo 
and the 150-grain XP3 bullet. Guess 
what? The X-Bolt has a free-floating 
barrel, is fiberglass/epoxy bedded and 
has a good trigger. Other recent rifles 
with improved triggers are the Ruger 
Hawkeye (a trigger that can also be 
honed very easily) and, of course, the 
Savages with their Accu-Trigger.

Winchester purists may not like the 
change from the original design of Model 
70 trigger to the one on the FN model, 
but the truth is despite the ruggedness 
of the older trigger (which might be a 
factor for 1 percent of hunters) it was 
often heavy and, in later models, not 
so crisp. I’ve owned a number of pre-
’64s and often the trigger couldn’t be 
adjusted below 4-1/2 to 5 pounds. It 
was crisp, though. In post-’64 models 
it was often mushy. Yes, they could 
be taken apart and fixed, but the new 
trigger easily adjusted down to a little 
over 3 pounds, and it is crisp.

One other factor that might be 
helping is the crowns now used on barrel 
muzzles. Various companies use different 
terms for these crowns, often involving 
“target,” but the main factor is the crown 
is cut perpendicular to the bore, or close 
to it. This allows the bullet to leave the 
muzzle more consistently than the old-
fashioned rounded crown.

Two factors outside of the rifle itself 
have also contributed to OTB bolt action 
accuracy: scopes and ammunition. 
Today’s scopes have better optics and 

the latest Icon, the Precision Hunter, 
a heavy-barreled model. The test rifle 
came chambered in .223 Remington, 
and I shot it with my standard .223 load 
of 26.0 grains of Ramshot TAC and a 
50-grain Nosler Ballistic Tip. (This load 
shoots well in just about any .223, and 
in fact Nosler recently started using it as 
their load for testing production runs of 
the 50-grain Ballistic Tip.) The Precision 
Hunter put 10 shots into a 1" group. 
Not many people shoot 10-shot groups 
anymore, but believe me, any factory 
rifle that puts 10 in an inch is plenty 
accurate.

A third factor in OTB accuracy is a 
good trigger. This may seem obvious, 
but for several decades American 
manufacturers seemed to be in a contest 
to develop the creepiest, heaviest factory 
trigger, one reason Sako and Tikka rifles 
started selling well here. Both have very 
good triggers, right out of the box. In fact, 
one of the most accurate OTB big game 
rifles I’ve ever shot was a Sako 75, made 
the last year before they introduced the 
85. It was a synthetic-stocked .308 with 
a 20" barrel, weighing less than 7-1/2 
pounds with a 3-10X Burris Signature, 
not exactly a lightweight scope. The 
rifle arrived at my house a month or so 
before a pronghorn and mule deer hunt 
in Wyoming, along with a few boxes of 
Federal Premium factory ammo loaded 
with 150-grain Nosler Ballistic Tips. The 
little rifle had a free-floated barrel and 
pillar-bedded stock, and a crisp trigger 
pull of slightly under three pounds. 

After a few preliminary shots at short 
range, the very first 3-shot group at 100 
yards measured slightly over the magic 
1/2", and the Sako kept doing that, over 
and over again. I even tried some other 
factory ammo and my standard .308 
hunting load (46.0 grains of Varget 
and any good 150-grain bullet) and 

The Browning X-Bolt has a free-floated barrel, 
fiberglass/epoxy bedded action, and a good 
trigger. All contribute to groups like these, 
shot with Winchester factory ammo.
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more magnification. Even some deer 
hunters consider a 3-10X a “little” scope, 
often using scopes that can be cranked 
up to 14X or 20X. 

The high magnification doesn’t 
make as much difference as many 
shooters think. The average human eye 
is capable of resolving (a technical term 
for “seeing”) about 1" at 100 yards. 
With a good 4X scope we can resolve 
1/4", meaning our aiming error will be 
about 1/4". With a 10X scope we can 
resolve about 1/10th", and so on. There 
isn’t all that much difference between 
1/10th" and, say, the 1/14" we can 
resolve when shooting a 4.5-14X scope 
cranked all the way up.

The big difference between today’s 
higher power scopes and a typical 
3-10X is actually a lack of parallax. Any 
scope with a top magnification above 
10X requires some means of correcting 
for parallax, the apparent shifting of the 
target when we move our head back 
and forth behind the scope. For decades 
the most common method of parallax 
adjustment was an adjustable objective 
lens that could be refocused at different 
ranges, but today’s scopes often have 
a focus-knob on the left side of the 
scope, making parallax adjustment a lot 
handier.

Today’s shooters are also more 
knowledgeable about parallax. 

Yesterday’s shooters often just cranked 
the 3-10X scope on their .270 all the 
way up and started whanging away at 
a 100-yard target—when most 3-10X 
scopes are set up to be parallax-free at 
150 to 200 yards. Thus there’s often 
some parallax at 100 yards, sometimes 
as much as an inch. Today’s deer hunter 
may crank his 4.5-14X scope all the 
way up, but then he’ll also look at the 
target and tweak the side focus-knob 
to eliminate 100-yard parallax before 
sighting in.

Today’s ammunition is also a heck 
of a lot better. This starts with the 
bullet. Just about any bullet from either 
the major ammo factories or various 
bullet-makers is far better balanced 
than the average bullet of 50 years ago. 
Finely balanced bullets leaving “target” 
crowns don’t wobble nearly as much 
as a Core-Lokt or Silvertip made in 
1955. Brass, primers and powder are 
more consistent, and both factories and 
handloaders understand more about 
accurate ammunition. Mostly this 
involves seating the bullet straight, so it 
enters the bore straight.

Put it all together—free-floated 
barrels, precisely bedded actions, crisp 
triggers, better scopes and ammo—and 
many of today’s rifles will shoot 1/2" 
groups at 100 yards, right out of the 
box.

Many of today’s bolt-action rifles have much 
better triggers than those in the past. Savage 
is one of the leaders in this trend, with their 
excellent Accu-Trigger.

Lots of factory rifles today feature “target” 
crowns. On left is the muzzle of a CZ in .17 
HMR, on right the muzzle of a Thompson/
Center Icon in .223 Remington. Both rifles 
are superbly accurate, and the crown 
probably helps.

The latest Model 70 Winchesters feature free-
floated barrels that tend to stay that way.
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VIEWS NEWS 
AND REVIEWS

•  DAVID CODREA  •
RIGHTS WATCH

A HeAltHy Republic Needs 
MoRe tHAN GuNs

Visit David Codrea’s online journal 
“The War on Guns” at 

waronguns.blogspot.com 
or visit DavidCodrea.com to read 

his Examiner column

It wasn’t just the anti-gunners pointing 
derisively at Gun Owners of America 
for raising flags on the “federal 

health care reform” bill wending its 
way through Congress. But the talking 
points started at the very top. From a 
GOA alert:

“On the official White House blog, 
deputy communications director Dan 
Pfeiffer denied the health care bill would 
affect gun owners. After all, he writes, 
‘there is no mention [of] “gun-related 
health data” or anything like it anywhere 
in either the Senate or the House bills.’”

The Internet is where much of 
the criticism of GOA’s concerns was 
sounded—including from some in 
the “pro-gun” camp hostile to GOA’s 
hardline approach to politics. We were 
told the “no-compromise gun lobby” 
was seeing things that weren’t there. 
Besides, no less a Second Amendment 
luminary than NRA-endorsed Harry 
Reid was pushing the health care bill. 
And GOA’s protestations that provisions 
of the bill could be interpreted to 
accommodate gun registration, 
expansion of prohibited persons, and the 
consideration of firearms ownership for 
insurance premiums, were dismissed by 
some as unfounded hysteria.

So it was with no small amount 
of vindication that GOA claimed a 
victory when Sen. Reid introduced a 
concession. “Gun Owners of America 
Wins a Skirmish on ObamaCare,” 
read their alert headline. “Senator 
Reid was pressured by GOA and his 
constituents into making a face-saving 
move. He wanted to silence the pro-
gun community’s objections, so he took 
steps to strip the bill of any gun rights 
concerns.”

Reid’s amendment to the health care 
bill ostensibly forbids required disclosure 
or collection of gun information for 

wellness and prevention programs, puts 
limitations on data collection and data 
bases, and prohibits determination of 
eligibility and premium rates based on 
gun ownership.

It would, indeed, seem a vindication 
and a victory for GOA. And it is. But 
the health care bill still poses a danger 
to gun owners.

How? Per the Committee on Ways 
& Means Republicans, citing the House 
of Representative’s Joint Committee 
on taxation, “Failure to comply with 
Democrats’ mandate can lead to 5 yrs. 
in jail.”

That’s because US Tax Code would 
come into play, and “felony willful 
evasion is punishable by a fine of up to 
$250,000 and/or imprisonment of up to 
five years.” Which means resisters could 
become prohibited persons.

Also consider Reid’s amendment 
applies to “the lawful use, possession, 
or storage of a firearm or ammunition 
by an individual.” That means there 
is nothing in it to protect a gun owner 
who is caught up in the web of any of 
the innumerable state and local anti-
gun edicts, and that could put the feds 
in the business of further punishing even 
inadvertent violators.

Ultimately, it boils down to the entire 
health care scheme having no foundation 
in the legitimate powers conveyed to 
Congress and the President under the 
Constitution. And we deviate from that 
essential truth—even if it seems we can 
cherry-pick some gun-related benefits 
out if it—at our peril.
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deceMbeR 
bAckGRouNd 

cHecks 

Data released by the FBI’s 
National Instant Criminal 

Background Check System (NICS) 
reported 1,407,155 checks in 
December 2009, ranking the month 
in the top five for most NICS checks 
of all time. This figure, while being 
a 7.6 percent decrease from the 
1,523,426 checks conducted in 
December 2008—the beginning 
stage of an ongoing surge in 
firearms and ammunition sales—is 
an increase of 14.4 percent over 
checks in December 2007. Year-to-
date background checks for 2009 
total 14,033,824, an increase of 
10.4 percent over the same time 
period last year. The total number 
of background checks reported 
since the beginning of NICS is 
110,017,832. —Courtesy NSSF 

iRoNHoRse soldieRs 
tRAiN iRAqi 

secuRity FoRces 

El Paso, Texas, native Staff Sgt. Eric 
Campuzano (right), room clearing and 
movement tactics instructor, pulls 
security with one of the Warrior Academy 
Soldiers (left) from the 2nd Battalion, 
44th Brigade Iraqi Army Division while 
on patrol in Baghdad Oct. 20. “I feel the 
patrol is one of the most important parts 
of the training,” said Capt. Moammer, 
the executive officer of the 2-44th IA Div. 
“We are using the patrol movements, 
searching techniques and everything else 
we have learned up to this point. We can 
see what we need to work on, and improve 
ourselves.” US Army photo: Pfc. Bailey A. 
Jester, 1BCT PAO, 1st Cav. Div., MND-B

Soldiers of Company A, 
2nd Battalion, 5th Cavalry 

Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat 
Team, 1st Cavalry Division, instruct 
the Warrior Academy, a 3-day 
academy designed to train Iraqis in 
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everything from rifle marksmanship 
to first aid at Joint Security Station 
Ur, Baghdad.

The academy’s first day focus 
is BRM—an acronym well known 
to all American Soldiers as basic 
rifle marksmanship. According to 
Staff Sgt. Benito Santos, an infantry 
platoon sergeant and the academy’s 
lead instructor, BRM is often 
neglected among Iraqi Soldiers 
because of scarce ammunition. But 
at the Warrior Academy, the Iraqis 
fired over 800 rounds at JSS Ur’s 
firing range. 

Staff Sgt. Benito Santos (right) shows an 
Iraqi Soldier how to clean his weapon using 
a small brush at the Warrior Academy at 
Joint Security Station Ur, Baghdad last 
Sept. 16. Santos, an infantry platoon 
sergeant, is one of the instructors of the 
academy. “We make it so that when they 
come here, they enjoy it,” said Santos, a 
native of Kagman-3, Saipan. “We make it 
so they tell their other buddies and they 
want to come here.” US Army Photo: Sgt. 
Jon Soles, MND-B PAO

“The course is three days so 
we compress everything into those 
three days,” said Santos, a native 
of Kagman-3, Saipan. Santos also 
points out the Iraqi Soldiers do not 
properly clean their weapons and 
sometimes use techniques harmful 
to the weapon.

“They use diesel fuel to clean 
their weapons, it makes the bolt 
sticky and makes dust stick to it 
and it becomes like sludge,” said 
Santos, who is assigned to Co. A. 
“We looked through the barrels of 
these weapons and you couldn’t see 
through them.”

To test the theory that a clean 
weapon is a functional weapon, 
Santos said the Iraqis were allowed 
to fire their weapons before cleaning 
them. The result was a malfunction 
rate of about 80 percent, proving 
the academy’s technologies on 
weapons’ maintenance works.

Capt. John Ulsamer, commander 
of A Co., 2nd Bn., 5th Cav. Regt., 
1st BCT, 1st Cav. Div., said the 
academy is already showing its 
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worth in the IA.
“We’re seeing a lot of success 

from it,” said Ulsamer, an infantry 
officer from Staten Island, NY. “The 
Iraqi Army has detained eight times 
more people this month than last 
month.” Ulsamer said his goal is 
for the Iraqis to eventually take the 
reins of the Warrior Academy.  

“We’re trying to get the Iraqis 
to train and we just provide the 
facility,” Ulsamer said. “We’ve got 
a range and classrooms and we can 
have it so Iraqis could conduct their 
own training.”

As American Soldiers continue to 
let the Iraqis take the lead in securing 
their country, the knowledge gained 
at the Warrior Academy is sure 
to help the Iraqis become more 
confident and competent.—Sgt. Jon 
Soles, MND-B PAO

cuts to HuNtiNG 
ANd FisHiNG

To help bridge a budget shortfall, 
California Gov. Arnold 

Schwarzenegger is proposing to 
raid the state’s hunting and fishing 
program funding by $5 million, 
the California Outdoor Heritage 
Alliance reports. The governor’s 
fiscal year 2010/2011 budget 
summary did not provide any detail 
on where the cuts to these programs 
would be made and/or how they 
would affect hunters and anglers. 
—Courtesy NSSF

GuNsite’s buz Mills 
RuNs FoR GoveRNoR

Gunsite Academy owner and 
NRA board member Owen 

“Buz” Mills made his run for 
Arizona governor official last week, 
filing a report with the Secretary of 
State’s Office. —Courtesy NSSF

HoNoRARy cHAiR

Shooters are among the most 
decorated athletes in US Olympic 

history. Many say a background in 
hunting influences their success. In 
recognition of this connectivity, the 
entire USA Shooting Team has been 
named honorary chair of National 
Hunting and Fishing Day for 2010. 
Always the fourth Saturday in 
September, this year’s celebration is 
set for Sept. 25. —Courtesy NSSF
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First, the foundation of gun cleaning 
is the rods and jags and an investment 
here in top-notch equipment is truly 
worthwhile. I prefer 1-piece rods long 
enough to clean from the breech and one 
44" in length covers most target rifles. 
The less expensive 33" rods will often 
work just as well if you have mostly 
sporting rifles. Make sure they have 
a brass muzzle guard for those times 
when you clean from the muzzle, such 
as on an M1 Garand or a 94 Winchester 
and especially on your handgun rods.

Stay away from segmented rods and 
rods made from aluminum or brass. 
Aluminum or brass can hold grit and 
damage the barrel. Segmented rods 
can come loose and damage the barrel. 
Carbon fiber rods like the ones from 
Tipton or coated rods like the Dewey’s 
are good choices. Plain stainless steel 
rods from Kleen Bore or Pro Shot are 

excellent (I’ve been using mine for 15 
years). 

The common thread size for 
accessories is 8-32. Something simple 
like common thread sizes seems 
superfluous, but having a combination 
of 10-32 (mostly used for black powder 
accessories today) and 8-32 equipment 
gets annoying real fast. Outers used to 
be 10-32, but converted to 8-32 in the 
early 2000s.

Tools
Use a jag for the bore to ensure the 

patch covers more surface area. I do a lot 
of maintenance at the range (especially 
shooting black powder) and a shooter’s 
box is handy. Both MTM and Midway 
USA offer empty ones if you already 
have gear. The MTM is a little more 
compact and both boxes have padded 
cradles for rifle cleaning. Midway offers 

one with virtually everything you might 
want for cleaning a rifle. I’ve added 
button jags and brushes for handguns 
to the full assortment of rifle jags and 
brushes included. The box is big enough 
and light enough for the addition of 
other sundries.

One piece of equipment most of us 
use far too long is the brush. Bronze 
brushes wear out quickly, so change 
them on a regular basis. If the new 
brush feels like it has a lot of grab, you 
know you’ve waited too long. The dirty 
solvent should be blown off the brush 
after you’re finished with something 
like Birchwood Casey Gun Scrubber or 
similar ones from KG Ind., or Shooter’s 
Choice. Some aggressive copper 
removers, like Barnes CR-10, are better 
used with nylon brushes.

With all solvents, I wear nitrile 
gloves, purchased at the auto parts or 
hardware store. It’s cheap insurance, 
especially with the more toxic solvents.

A truly useful item for cleaning  guns 
I shoot frequently is the Hoppe’s Bore 
Snake. Caliber specific for handguns, 
rifles or shotguns, the snake has a 
weighted end you drop through the bore, 
a bronze brush and a long, well, “snake.” 
I add a little PrOlix and pull it through. 
Amazingly simple and effective. 

Solvents
I use PrOlix for my cast bullet 

smokeless powder guns and exclusively 
with nickel-plated guns, because copper 

cleAN sceNe
There are a lot of “right ways.”

•  JEFF JOHN  •

Of the myriad products for cleaning firearms, virtually all of them 
work well and, not surprisingly, work best matched to specific 

jobs. Here are some I find very effective.

G96 Nitro Solvent comes in an aerosol and is ideal for hard to reach places. Jeff uses it so he 
doesn’t have to disassemble his Cimarron 1851 Navy .38 Special after every shooting session. 
The Hoppe’s Bore Snake and a little PrOlix keep revolvers and autos clean with minimal work. It’s 
especially useful on guns in .22 LR.

KG Industries offers a full line of bore care 
products good also for the carbon build-up on 
AR-15s as well as general care. KG-4 oil is top 
notch. KG also offers firearm finishes and this 
polymer-frame FNP 9mm is finished in Flat Tan 
Air Cure, a hard, flexible durable coating which 
doesn’t involve heat to cure.
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solvents can lift nickel plate. PrOlix 
gets under lead pretty darn well with 
just patches. Sometimes, especially 
around the forcing cones of revolvers, 
other tools are necessary like the Lewis 
Lead Remover from Brownells, but for 
the most part, patches with PrOlix work 
fine, sometimes helped with a bronze 
brush. A very useful tool for revolver 
shooters is a bronze toothbrush for 
removing the fouling from the cylinder 
face. 

One firearm I enjoy is a Cimarron 
.38 Special 1851 Navy conversion. 
Designed for smokeless powder, it is 
so tightly fitted I prefer not to take it 
completely apart every time to clean 
it. G96 Products aerosol solvent is 
ideal for this difficult cleaning chore. 
Although pleasant smelling, it is best 
used outdoors or in a well-ventilated 
area. Not taking the gun apart means no 
bronze brushes. Never try and reverse a 
brush in a bore. 

Heavy Fouling
Several good methods deal with bullet 

jacket fouling. I like Barnes CR-10 for 
heavy fouling, but use Shooter’s Choice 
for general rifle cleaning because it’s 
easier to find around town and works 
quickly. I reserve the more aggressive 
Barnes solvent for bad fouling. Just 
remember, follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions. Ammonia-based products 
can be hard on steel if misused and 
should never be mixed.

JB Bore Paste, now by Brownells, 
is still one of the finest bore cleaners 
around. The preferred method for 
cleaning bores after firing moly-coated 
bullets is to wet the bore first with 
Kroil, then put JB and a little Kroil on 
a patch wrapped around a bore brush 

one caliber undersize. The combination 
works well on plain old metal fouling, 
too. Brownells now has JB and Kroil 
packaged together. Kano Kroil is good 
to have around if you like old guns. It 
stands for “Kreeping Oil” and loosens 
frozen screws like gangbusters.

Lubes
After cleaning, the metal needs 

protection and the working parts 
lubrication—even stainless steels. I 
habitually store infrequently fired rifles 
muzzle down so oil in the bore won’t drain 
into the wood. Shooter’s Choice FP-10 is 
a fine oil and I’ve never encountered after 
rust in guns protected by FP-10 fired 
with black powder. It is a fine lubricant 
for semi-auto pistols and rifles, too, as 
is KG-4 from KG Ind. Speaking of KG, 
the firm offers a complete gun cleaning 
regimen very useful for cleaning AR-15 
receivers of the carbon fouling built up 
by the direct gas system. 

Heavy load areas sometimes need 
more than oil. Pro Shot Gold Grease is a 
great choice for areas needing high-load 
lubrication like the bolt of an M1 Garand 
or a shotgun hinge pin. It has bronze 
particles suspended in the heavy grease, 
is long lasting and highly effective.

We have so many other good choices. 
If you’ve read this magazine closely, 
you’ve seen other excellent solvents and 
methods mentioned by the staff.

One last thing, follow the 
manufacturer’s directions and you 
generally won’t go wrong. Don’t mix 
solvents together or use several different 
ones at the same time or in conjunction 
(the exceptions are noted above). The 
recipes are often trade secrets and 
combining them could prove harmful to 
the barrel. 

bARNes bullets
p.o. box 215

AMeRicAN FoRk, ut 84003
(800) 574-9200

www.bARNesbullets.coM

bRowNells
200 soutH FRoNt stReet
MoNtezuMA, iowA 50171

(641) 623-4000, www.bRowNells.coM

biRcHwood cAsey
7900 FulleR RoAd

edeN pRAiRie, MN 55344
(952) 937-7933

www.biRcHwoodcAsey.coM

G96
p.o. box 1684

pAteRsoN, NJ 07524
(973) 684-4050, www.G96.coM

Hoppe’s
(busHNell coRp.)

9200 cody
oveRlANd pARk, ks 66214-1734

(800) 423-3537, www.Hoppes.coM

kG iNdustRies
16790 HiGHwAy 63

HAywARd, wi 54843
(800) 348-9558, www.kGcoAtiNGs.coM

kleeN boRe 
13386 iNteRNAtioNAl pARkwAy

JAcksoNville, Fl 32218
(800) 433-2909, www.kleeN-boRe.coM

MidwAy usA
(bAtteNFeld tecHNoloGy, tiptoN)
5875 west vAN HoRN tAveRN RoAd

coluMbiA, Mo 65203
(573) 445-9200, www.

bAtteNFeldtecHNoloGies.coM
(573) 445-6363, www.MidwAyusA.coM

MtM cAse-GARd
3370 obco couRt

dAytoN, oHio 45414
(937) 890-7461, www.MtMcAse-GARd.coM

pRolix
p.o. box 1348

victoRville, cA 92393
(800) 248-5823

www.pRolixlubRicANt.coM.

pRo-sHot pRoducts
p.o. box 763

tAyloRville, il 62568 usA
(217) 824-9133

www.pRosHotpRoducts.coM

siNclAiR iNt.
2330 wAyNe HAveN st.
FoRt wAyNe, iN 46803

(800) 717-8211
www.siNclAiRiNtl.coM

When first purchased, Jeff’s old Krag needed Barnes CR-10 to get the barrel initially clean and it 
has cleaned up easily with Shooter’s Choice since. Kroil and JB Bore Paste are another method, one 
popular with shooters of moly-coated bullets.



A GUNS MEDLEY
•  MATIAS TUGORES MARTORELL  •

Back then, to be a good shot 
commanded such respect that 
sharpshooters were regarded as 
honorable citizens and worthy of sitting 
at the table of honor of the local inn.

During the mid Middle Ages, as 
firearms came into being, the wreaths 
at which archers and crossbowmen had 
so far shot their arrows were “filled 
in” with pieces of wood so the impacts 
of the bullets sunk into them could be 
more easily seen. With the passing of 
time they began being decorated with 
simple painted motifs before evolving, 
in the German-speaking world, into 
little round pictures—true jewels, yet 
meant to be riddled with bullets!

Once a year in the Germanic 
empire, shooting competitions—the 
Schützenfesten—were organized and 
attended by the sharpshooters of a 
whole region. These meetings provided 
the participants with the opportunity 
of being acquainted with each other 

more closely. As much as 
shooting contests, these 
gatherings occasionally 
functioned as “marriage 
fairs” as well, as was the 
case in Oberbozen, now 
in northern Italy. Many 
of the targets exhibited 
in its rifle club display 
matrimonial themes and love symbols.

The competitors of these prestigious 
competitions attended by many 
distinguished guests, belonged to the 
upper crust and the intelligentsia. The 
arms they used differed from those by 
the military and hunters in that they 
were equipped with mechanisms of 
higher precision and engraved and filled 
with gold and silver ornamentation to 
such a degree they were out of reach of 
the middle classes.

The sharpshooter was permitted 
to use his own firearm only (though 
swapping was allowed between family 

members), and the bullets 
fired had to be perfectly 

spherical.
The contestants 

tussled for the coveted 
title “King of the 
Sharpshooters” within 
an enclosure adjoining 
the inn and the skittle 
playing ground of the 

host shooting society, 
generally off-limits to 

women. Surprisingly, 
such prejudice didn’t 
prevent women from 
handling firearms, for all 
that. In 1648, the Ljubljana 
shooting society had, 
among its 390 members, 
no less than 143 women.  

The Schützenmeister 
(the master of ceremony) 

was the most conspicuous character of 
these contests. Dressed as a buffoon, he 
officiated as an umpire, a supervisor and 
a jester. In the course of the competition, 
a marker signaled the points of impact 
of the bullets with a wooden spoon, 
closed them with small, numbered 
wooden pegs, and gestured the score to 
the marksman.

Shooting was first done on white 
targets marked with concentric circles 
and a round black disc in the center. 
The painted targets, which would 
have been badly damaged by too 
many impacts, were put into place 
after the title of Schützenkönig (king 
of the sharpshooters) was awarded. 
Marksmanship in this particular case 
mattered little. It was an honor made 
to the best scorers of the contest to be 
allowed to “sign” these little pictures 
with a single bullet.

In addition to a laurel wreath, 
the “king” was awarded prizes far 
from being inconsiderable, such as 
jewels, cash and live animals. He was 
furthermore exempted from taxes and 
duties for a whole year and could brew 
beer freely. Among the favors bestowed 
upon him was the right to wear on 
special occasions the “King’s Chain,” 
the most precious possession of the 
shooting society. It was made up of an 
impressive number of jewels, precious 
stones and silver coins, escutcheons, 
medallions, heraldic shields and trade 

HistoRicAl tARGets
They weren’t just bull’s-eyes.

All through the warmongering Middle Ages, marksman’s 
associations meant to boost the defensive capacities 

of the small towns and cities spread all over Europe. 
When peace was restored, these shooting societies 
were reorganized to show their cohesion and self-
reliance. Alongside these paramilitary associations 
sprung shooting guilds whose main object was 
leisure. In the 13th century, the motto of the Metz 
shooting society was “Ludimus non laedimus” (we 
play, we do not wound).

Often targets poked fun at hunters, such as this close up of a target now at Tittmoning Castle, 
depicting a hunter mounted on a cow with antlers as an early form of decoy.

“The Sun of Tittmoning” 
from 1666 is the oldest 
known target and depicts 
various forms of locomotion. 
Tittmoning Castle, Bavaria.
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insignia. At the beginning of the Thirty 
Years War in 1618, the chain of the 
Chemnitz shooting society had no 
less than 161 of them and weighed a 
staggering 37-1/2 pounds!

On these targets were represented 
the great figures of history, such as 
Caesar and Alexander, or mythological 
divinities such as Ceres, Jupiter or 
Bacchus. 

Themes
The themes depicted on the targets 

used during the easy-going meetings 
of the shooting societies reflected 
generally down-to-earth concerns and 
the local chronicle, such as the election 
of a mayor, the appointment of a 
magistrate, a spectacular fire, the going 
into retirement of a champion, as well as 
birthdays or marriages.  

When a marriage was concluded 
among society’s members or the local 
upper crust, it was customary for one 
or the other of the concerned parties to 
place an order for a painted target with 
an artist. Represented on it was the 
couple surrounded with their earthly 
possessions, such as castles or mansions, 
their coats of arms and trade insignia or 
views of the town. Symbols of love and 
conjugal bliss, such as Eros, Aphrodite 
or the cornucopia were painted along the 
edge of the target or on a cartouche. The 
names of the newlyweds and the date of 
their wedding were also mentioned. 

During the 17th and 18th centuries, 
when the painted targets reached their 
peak, hunting themes were popular. A 
good part of the 120 targets exhibited 
at the castle of Tittmoning, in southeast 
Bavaria, are dedicated to this theme. 
All are not laudatory to the hunters they 
portray, though. A handful of these round 
canvases gibe at them and their practices. 
One shows an eccentric, lying flat on the 
back of a cow capped with the antlers 
of a stag, his gun propped up between 
its horns, hoping in this way to lure a 
big game animal, while asleep under a 
tree, another fellow hunter dreams of 
roasted meat while rabbits, pheasants 
and partridges gambol around him. At 
times, bawdy and sarcastic words go 
along with these little pictures.

In another theme, a jealous husband 
is depicted firing under his marriage bed 
where he suspects his rival is hiding. 
Unfortunately, he hits nothing but his 
dachshund dog.

In Scheibbs, a small Austrian town 
west of Vienna, which boasts one 
of the largest collections of painted 
targets, the hunting themes are few, 
unlike the religious, humorous and 
satirical targets which make up a good 
part of the 249 works exhibited in its 
Schützenscheibenmuseum.

The neighboring Carthusian 
Monastery of Gaming exerted a 

great influence on the town and its 
vicinity, and many targets are devoted 
to it. Despite the fact it was a strict 
order, the population showed respect 
and affection towards it. When, in 
1782, Joseph II of Austria decided its 
dissolution, the people’s ire resulted in 
the commissioning of a series of targets, 
which either shot the monarch down 
in flames, or more cynically hailed 
Friedrich II of Prussia, his archenemy.

The Austrian dynasty and the nobility, 
patriotic and nationalist yearnings, war 
and peace, love and marriage, daily life 

in Scheibbs and epicurean gratification 
(the “Black Elephant,” the inn of the 
shooting society, is depicted on several 
targets) inspired, among other topics, 
the many artists who settled in Scheibbs 
through the 17th and 18th centuries and 
contributed to the renown of the town.

Mentioned for the first time in a 
document dated 1569, Scheibbs’ shooting 
society carries on the tradition—as do 
many other sharpshooter associations, 
though the ordering of a painted target, 
whose cost is prohibitive nowadays, is a 
rare occurrence.

A B

C D

E F
A) It might seem an odd way to celebrate a marriage, but even as late as 1804 a painted target 
celebrates the marriage of Dr. Stefan Wurm to Mathilda, born Schwener. (Tittmoning Castle, 
Target Museum, Bavaria, Germany.) B) Here, a man is surprised by a noise which he discovers is 
the housekeeper, in a late target, painted just prior to WWI in 1910. (Tittmoning Castle, Bavaria.) 
C) This target exhibits a tower bristling with crossed target rifles from 1765. (Scheibb’s Target 
Museum, Austria.) D) From 1672, a target depicts painter Carl Lustenauer with some game fowl 
held by a thong. (Tittmoning Castle, Bavaria.) E) A horse trader is depicted on this target and is 
exhibited at the Ljubljana Municipal Museum, Slovenia. F) On this humorous hunting target from 
1873, the caption reads, “Oh my God, now he falls into the water! What does it matter anyway, 
when the ducks are taking wing.”
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Classified ads $2.00 per-word insertion. ($1.50 per-word insertion for 3 or more) including name, 
address and phone number (20 word minimum). Minimum charge $40.00. BOLD WORDS 
add $1.00 per word. Copy and rerun orders must be accompanied by PAYMENT 
IN ADVANCE. NO AGENCY OR CASH DISCOUNTS ON LISTING OR 
DISPLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. All ads must be received with advance 
payment BY NO LATER THAN THE 1st OF each month. EXAMPLE: Closing for DEC. 
2008 issue (on sale NOV. 5th) is SEPT 1st, 2008. Ads received after closing will appear in the 
following issue. Please type or print clearly. NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. 
Include name, address, post office, city, state and zip code as counted words. Abbreviations 
count as one word each. Mail to GUNS MAGAZINE CLASSIFIEDS, 12345 World Trade Drive, 
San Diego, California 92128. NOTE: WE NOW HAVE DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS 
IN BOTH GUNS MAGAZINE AND AMERICAN HANDGUNNER.  ASK 
FOR OUR NEW RATE CARD. (858) 605-0235.

ACCESSORIES

APPAREL

THE BELTMAN makes sturdy, top 
quality, DUAL LAYER, Bull Hide 
belts for dress wear, concealed car-
ry, or competition. Options include: 
Horse, Shark, Elephant, Velcro, ta-
pering, stiffeners, etc. Handmade in 

three widths, and five colors from 
$69.95, any length! Catalogue - 
$3.00 (refundable) PO Box 1302, 
Apex, NC 27502. 919-387-1997. 
www.thebeltman.net.

AUCTIONS/SHOWS

BOOKS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

FOR SALE

Colt 45 Automatic Breakdown Vid-
eo! Go To Colt45Auto.com

GUNSMITHING

GUNSMITHING INSTRUCTION AT 
PCC. Two-year hands-on program; 
excellent facilities; financial aid 
available; VA approved. Piedmont 
Community College, P.O. Box 1197, 
Roxboro, NC 27573 (336)599-1181; 
www.piedmontcc.edu

KNIVES & SWORDS

Free Pocket Knives. Collectibles, 
Bowies, Swords, Tacticals, And 
Much More. For More Information 
Visit Our Web Site And Click On The 
Featured Product For The Week. 
www.dovadistributors.com

LEATHERCRAFT

HELLO LEATHERWORKERS: Pre-
senting The Leather Crafters & Sad-
dlers Journal. Instructions, sourc-
es. 1 year 6 BIG issues, $32 US, 
$36 Canadian, $46 Other Countries. 
www.leathercraftersjournal.com. 
Subscribe toll free 888-289-6409. 
(715-362-5393). ca-gm

CUSTOM
CORNER

MAUSER 98
SAFETY

Classic 
Design 

• Three Position Safety • Right or Left Hand 
Stainless Steel or Blue • Installation available

Gentry Custom, L.L .C.
- Custom Gunmaker -

314 N. Hoffman, Belgrade, MT 59714
(406) 388-GUNS

www.gentrycustom.com

PISTOLSMITHS
www.tusseycustom.com

e-mail: ttussey45@aol.com
775-246-1533

HARFORD ENGRAVING SERVICE
Engraved AR-15 lowers and Accessories
Custom AR selectors,graphics, SBR, SBS

and Reproduction services available
www.HarEngSer.com

Harford CC Ad.indd   1 2/12/10   8:57:58 AM
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ChiMERa TaCTiCal RiNgS
From TacTical riFles

The new Chimera 30mm Tactical 
Rings from Tactical Rifles offer 50 
percent increased surface area; with 
no fewer than 12x8-32 torx screws 
per set, they ensure enhanced 
securing of the largest of tactical 
scopes under the most adverse 
conditions. Precision machined from 
advanced billet alloys and titanium, 
these rings are built to withstand the 
rigors of the modern battlefield, at 2.6 
ounces each. Tactical Rifles, (877) 
811-4867, www.tacticalrifles.net.

DEfENDER
From colT

The Colt Defender model is 
available in 9mm as well as the 
classic .45 ACP and is a best selling 
compact carry model. With excellent 
sights, this small, lightweight, 
accurate and reliable workhorse is 
able to withstand everyday wear and 
frequent practice sessions without 
the need for extensive maintenance. 
Colt’s Manufacturing Company LLC, 
545 New Park Avenue West Hartford, 
CT 06110, (860) 236-6311,  
www.coltsmfg.com.

RiPR
From reseT

The new RIPR provides a central power 
source for weapon-mounted accessories that 
eliminates the need for separate cells/batteries. 
It’s an M-16 style battery that fits next to the 
magwell and is operated with standard mag 
release/reload procedures. It minimizes external 
wiring, reducing battle damage resistance and 
snagging, keeping accessories intact during 
tactical applications. RESET, 49 Strathearn Place, 
Simi Valley, CA 93065, (805) 584-4900,  
www.reset-inc.com.

Z98 hUNTiNg RiflE
From UssG

The Z98 features controlled-round feed to ensure proper cartridge 
seating and ejection every time. Standard features include solid steel 
floor plate, forged and machined steel triggerguard, bolt and receiver, bolt 
handle, hammer forged steel barrel, superior strength, smooth reliable 
cartridge feed for accuracy, large claw extractor, positive thumb safety and 
a non-glare finish. USSG, P.O. Box 560746, Rockledge, FL 32956, (321) 
639-4842, www.ussginc.com.

MaRk 4
From leUpold

When the situation calls for extremely 
accurate long range shooting, the Mark 4 
ER/T riflescopes are always right on the 
money. An Index Matched Lens System 
yields the clearest, brightest sight picture 
for exceptional target discrimination at all 
powers. Leupold, 14400 NW Greenbrier 
Parkway, Beaverton, OR 97006, (800) 
538-7653, www.leupold.com.

NaNOVaUlT
From GUnVaUlT

Available in two sizes, the 
NanoVault is perfect for home, 
travel or concealed-weapon permit 
holders. It meets TSA airline firearm 
guidelines and fits discreetly in 
a bag, briefcase, desk or under a 
vehicle seat. Retail: $29.99 (NV100) 
and $34.99 (NV200). GunVault, 
(800) 222-1055, www.gunvault.com.

http://www.gunvault.com
http://www.tacticalrifles.net
http://www.coltsmfg.com
http://www.leupold.com
http://www.ussginc.com
http://www.reset-inc.com
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EZ CaRRy PiSTOl
From eaa

The EZ Carry Pistol has a 3-3/4" 
barrel for easy concealment and is 
rounded for an easy draw. The ports 
help reduce felt recoil. The EZ Carry 
comes in a 2-tone finish with a black 
frame and matte stainless slide. 
Available in 9mm and .40 S&W. EAA, 
P.O. Box 560746, Rockledge, FL 
32956, (321) 639-4842,  
www.eaacorp.com.

111h2O fOlDER
From Benchmade

Benchmade's new water knives offer 
great corrosion resistance, cutting ability and 
edge retention. They have an AXIS locking 
mechanism, highly corrosion-resistant blade 
steel and modified sheepsfoot blade style with 
ambidextrous thumb-stud opener and Grivory 
handle scales. Benchmade, 300 Beavercreek 
Rd., Oregon City, OR 97045, (800) 800-7427,  
www.benchmade.com.

P250 2SUM
From siG saUer

The P250 2SUM comes with a full-size, Nitron finished, 
9mm P250, ideal for duty, home defense, or sport and all 
the components to quickly convert it to the P250 9mm 
Subcompact, a perfect concealed carry gun. The 2SUM 
brings home the unique characteristics of the P250 by 
providing all you need to convert a full-size gun into a 
subcompact model, all in one convenient package. The 
total cost is lower than the price of two single guns 
from many other gun manufacturers. SIG SAUER, 18 
Industrial Drive, Exeter, NH 03833, (603) 772-2302, 
www.sigsauer.com.

C5 SERiES
From Viridian

The C5 Series is the world’s only 
subcompact weapon mountable 
green laser. It’s so tiny it tucks neatly 
between triggerguard and muzzle, 
with no overhang, and will work 
with virtually any railed gun. Carry 
optimum visibility, maximum 
deterrence and total effectiveness 
into any situation. Viridian C5L also 
available with 100 lumen tac light. 
Viridian, (800) 990-9390,  
www.viridiangreenlaser.com.

SlEEPSafE 
From sleepsaFe

SleepSafe Company is the only company 
that produces individually handcrafted 
gun safe furniture secured with biometric 
fingerprint technology. Our product line 
includes nightstands, dressers and entryway 
tables in a variety of wood, finishes and 
styles. Every piece is custom made and our 
nightstand is DOJ approved. SleepSafe, (888) 
667-6630, www.sleepsafe.com.

CaRTRiDgE COMPaRiSON gUiDE
From chamBerlain deVelopmenT

The Cartridge Comparison Guide 
compares over 145 factory available 
cartridges from the .22 LR and 
.17 HMR up to the .50 BMG and 
.500 S&W. It provides data tables 
that compare cartridges based on 
caliber, bullet weight, velocity, bullet 
energy, and recoil. Chamberlain 
Development (801) 820-5865, www.
cartridgecomparisonguide.com. 

http://www.viridiangreenlaser.com
http://www.sleepsafe.com
http://www.cartridgecomparisonguide.com
http://www.sigsauer.com
http://www.eaacorp.com
http://www.benchmade.com
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Name 
Address 
City, State, Zip 
Email Address

ciRcle ANsweR(s) to questioN oF tHe MoNtH:
(A)            (b)            (c)            (d)            (e)

iF i wiN, sHip My pRize tHRouGH:
FFL Dealer
Address
City, State, Zip
Phone #   (            )
Store Hours: ___________ ___a.m. thru ______________p.m.
Attention Deployed Military: USE STATESIDE ADDRESS!

to eNteR coNtest: 
use youR owN postcard (no envelopes, please) 
Follow sample card to right. Mail postcard to: 
GUNS Magazine, GoM MAy
P.O. BOX 502795, San Diego, CA 92150-2795. 
Entries must be received before JuNe 1, 2010.
Limit one entry per household.
questioN oF tHe MoNtH:  : How much time do you 
spend at the range perfecting your skills?
(A) A couple times a week
(b) every other week
(c) once a month
(d) couple times a year
(e) Never

S
A

M
P

L
E

 O
N

LY

Model 10 pRedAtoR HuNteR
MAkeR:  sAvAGe ARMs, iNc.

100 spRiNGdAle RoAd
westField, MA 01085

(413) 568-7001
www.sAvAGeARMs.coM

 ActioN: Bolt action
 cApAcity: 4+1
 cAlibeR: .243 Win 
  (tested), .204, 
  .223, .22-250
 bARRel: 22" heavy 
  chrome-moly
 oveRAll leNGtH: 43" 
 weiGHt: 7 pounds, 4 ounces
 siGHts: None
 FiNisH: Mossy Oak 
  Brush Pattern
 stock: Synthetic, dual 
  pillar-bedded
 vAlue: $806
 vAlue oF pAckAGe: $2,070.98

sAvAGe pRedAtoR .243
WITH A 3.5-10x SCOPE 
CAMO’D IN THE LEUPOLD CUSTOM SHOP!

John Barsness tested this rifle in the February issue and now one 
of you can own it. Not only that, but we’re giving away a pair of 
game-finding Carson 10x42mm binoculars (see the February 

issue for a full review of the binocs by Jacob Gottfredson) and, when 
you find the game, a Boker Hunter’s knife combo to clean and dress 
your game.

You can’t win if you don’t enter, so send those postcards in pronto 
or take the survey and enter online at www.gunsmagazine.com.

PHOTOS: JOSEPH R. NOVELOZO
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cARsoN xM-Hd speciFicAtioNs
MAkeR: cARsoN opticAl, iNc.

35 GilpiN AveNue
HAuppAuGe, Ny 11788

(800) 967-8427, www.cARsoNopticAl.coM
 Models: XM-042HD
 MAGNiFicAtioN: 10x42mm
 pRisM: BAK-4 
 leNs coAtiNG: Fully multi coated 
 Field oF view: 314'
 eye RelieF: 17mm
 weiGHt: 24.3 ounces
 vAlue: $360

3.5-10x40MM vx-3
MAkeR: leupold & steveNs

1440 NoRtHwest 
GReeNbRiAR pARkwAy
beAveRtoN, oR, 97006

(503) 646-9171
www.leupold.coM

 MAGNiFicAtioN: 3.5X-10X
 leNGtH oveRAll: 12.5"
 tube diAMeteR: 1"
 obJective leNs: 40mm
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ODD ANGRY SHOT
•  JOHN CONNOR  •

“Who is to judge whether 
someone is a terrorist 

or a freedom fighter? Isn’t it all 
just a matter of perspective and 
political ideology?” 

This one keeps coming around once 
or twice every decade like a mutating flu 
virus—or, considering the kind of people 
who mouth these moronics, maybe 
more like faddish tastes in white wines 
and soft, stinky cheese. I don’t hear lines 
like this coming from the burgers-and-
beer crowd. No, to entertain a concept 
as stupid as this, I think, requires a 
graduate degree from an Ivy League 
university and a penchant for puerile 
polemics. You know; like self-described 
“sophisticated people.”

It’s one of the reasons why, when 
I hear the word “sophisticated” I 
think of moral cowardice and ethical 
bankruptcy—and I reflexively reach to 
pat my gun… It’s making the rounds 
again, among “sophisticated people”; 
hair-sprayed talking heads 
on TV, Professors of 
Otherness & Patty-Cake, 
the oh-so-wise Hollywood 
crowd, and our new wave 
of government officials. If 
you happen to be present 
when some “sophisticate” 
utters it, may I suggest a 
response?

Who Is A 
Terrorist? Simple:

If you purposely target 
non-combatants, killing 
men, women and children 
indiscriminately in order 
to instill terror in innocent 
hearts, you are a TERRORIST!—and 
no political ideology, no matter how 
loftily stated, can change or modify that 
fact. If you hide weapons, explosives, 
and your murderous minions in houses 
of worship—or purported houses of 
worship, even if they are just clearing-
houses for bloody banditry—you’re 
a terrorist. If you move your armed 
thugs in and out of battle in ambulances 
bearing the Red Crescent or the insignia 

of the International Red Cross, you’re a 
terrorist.

If you commandeer civilian aircraft 
and fly them into noncombatant-
occupied skyscrapers to kill thousands, 
there is no valid political ideology that 
makes you anything but a terrorist. If 
you convince gullible pawns to strap 
explosives to their bodies and become 
“bipedal mobile dumb bombs” aimed 
at bus stations, grocery stores, cafés and 
theatres, you are most certainly not a 

“freedom fighter”—you’re just another 
terrorist. More?

If you first wriggle into a crowd in 
a street or bazaar—among your own 
people!—even if you then fire shots and 
hurl grenades at “legitimate targets”  like 
military personnel, counting on them 
not to return fire for fear of harming 
the innocents you’ve placed in harm’s 
way—you’re not a freedom fighter, 
not a soldier, and certainly not a “holy 

warrior.” You’re a scum-of-the-earth 
terrorist, no matter who builds a shrine 
to you.

Certainly there are men of honor 
among the ranks of jihadis. There are 
Muslims who would die—most likely 
at the hands of their own “leaders”—
before taking an innocent life. And not 
all terrorists are Muslim jihadists. But 
there is no honor in terrorism. 

“All Cultures Are Equal”
This insipid statement goes with the 

“who is a terrorist” question like canapés 
go with cocktails among the effete elite. 
The sophisticated position is that all 
cultures and societies everywhere are 
morally equal; you just have to be open-
minded enough to realize that! An open 
mind is a wonderful thing—unless your 
brains have leaked out of that “opening.” 
Equal? May I suggest this response?

Slavery—including possession-
for-prostitution—is still practiced 
and profitable in many places around 
the world, as is the sale or indenture 
of small boys used for everything 
from drug hauling to alms-begging, 
their faces “decoratively scarred” to 
show ownership. How ’bout the many 
cultures where your clan, tribe or 
religion determines whether you live or 
die, prosper or perish? What about the 
practices of female circumcision, the 
plague of “honor killings” of sisters and 
daughters; the culturally-approved status 
of women as a form of livestock? 

What about our big trading partner, 
communist China (the world’s largest 
exporter of “harvested organs”), where 
executions of “political prisoners” are 

siNce tHis is FoR MAy…
May I vent a little steam?

Old Glory—She deserves better than a “Crotch Salute.”

“Please excuse me. I’m supposed 
to be venting steam. But my valve 

must be malfunctioning,  
because when I think of a US president who 
will not render simple traditional courtesy 

to our most hallowed icon of liberty, all I get 
are drops of condensation.”
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carried out according to market demand 
for everything from corneas to kidneys 
and blood to bone marrow? Equal? I 
think I’d need a master’s from Harvard—
and a lobotomy—to buy that.

There’s so much more, but I’ll end 
with this example: Under Koranic law in 
Iran, a virgin girl may not be executed for 
such crimes as perceived immodesty or 
impious or dissident thoughts—but they 
have a “fix” for that: An imam “marries” 
her to a Revolutionary Guard, who rapes 
her, then kills her. Then it’s legal—and 
therefore equal? To what, pray tell?

Now, I’m not saying the current 
American “society” or “culture”—if we 
can call such a fractured, factious mess a 
“society”—is by any means “best.” But 
it’s rather like Winston Churchill said 
about democracy: “Democracy is the 
worst form of government—except for 
all the others that have been tried.”

All cultures are morally equal? Tell 
’em to choke on their canapés….

The Chief Executive’s 
“Crotch Salute”

The event was a Democratic 
presidential candidates’ howdy-do hoo-
rah held in Indianola, Iowa, in September 
2007. As the national anthem played, 
on stage, presidential hopefuls Hillary 
Clinton and Bill Richardson stood with 
their hands held over their presumed 
hearts. Then-senator Barack Hussein 
Obama stood in his oft-repeated and 
now famous “honoring the colors?” pose 
with his hands loosely clasped at zipper-
level. A photo, video and discussion of 
the scene can be found at www.snopes.
com/politics/obama/anthem.asp.

I wrote a guest editorial about it in 
the March-April 2008 issue of American 
Handgunner. Since then readers have 
sent me dozens of photos from other 
events where President Obama has 
reprised what many of my military 
buddies refer to derisively as the “Crotch 
Salute.” Stop sending them, please; I 
have enough to paper the walls of an 
outhouse—a two-holer, plus. 

An old-soldier friend said “It seems 
fittin’ to me. We have a commander-in-
chief who, due to his past associations 
and questionable citizenship, couldn’t 
qualify for the security clearance 
required of a Marine radio operator or 
a Navy signalman, much less a 20-year 
old Air Force crypto tech. Hell, he might 
not qualify to enlist. So if he doesn’t 
want to honor the colors, I’ll do it twice, 
every time, to make up for it.”

Please excuse me. I’m supposed to 
be venting steam. But my valve must be 
malfunctioning, because when I think 
of a US president who will not render 
simple traditional courtesy to our most 
hallowed icon of liberty, all I get are 
drops of condensation. They’re leakin’ 
outta my eyes. Connor OUT. 
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ammunition, nor the same hold, nor has 
the same eyes, nor shoots under the same 
lighting conditions. All of these have a 
bearing on how connected point of aim 
is to point of impact. Quite often single 
actions need to have their barrels turned 
to adjust the windage, and front sights 
filed down to address elevation. Once in 
a while we come across a front sight too 
short which requires metal to be added or 
shooting lighter bullets, however usually 
it is just a matter of filing a too tall front 
sight.

Turning barrels is not difficult, 
however it does require proper 
equipment. My friend Denis came up 
with a portable barrel vise so we could 
work in the field. The supporting section 
is an L-shaped affair about 20" tall which 
fits into the trailer hitch on my Silverado 
4x4. The top of this holds the vise and 
he made aluminum blocks to precisely 
fits the barrel of Colt Single Actions and 
replicas thereof. We also use a frame 
wrench instead of the traditional axe 
handle which minimizes damaging the 
frame in any way. I wanted to just fly by 
the seat of my pants, but Denis (being a 
retired engineer and hobby machinist) 
worked out a chart for each barrel length 
as to how much we’d have to twist the 
barrel. He didn’t stop there; he then 
came up with a gauge to fit on the frame 
wrench handle and it works perfectly. 

Barrel Turn
This past summer we quietly 

assumed the title of “Best Barrel Turners 
in Southwest Idaho” as we checked out 
100 single action sixguns and had to turn 
the barrels on approximately 1/3 of them 
to adjust for windage. The most extreme 
example was a 1903 Colt SAA .44-40, 
which required enough barrel turning 
to compensate for shooting 6" to the 
left. To do this requires about 6-degrees 
of left barrel rotation, which means 
tightening the barrel considerably. It 
worked perfectly. A Texican also needed 
the barrel turned 2- to 3-degrees left; 
however, it was found to be so tight it 
would require taking metal off the barrel 
to allow it to be turned. I just put it away 
and we decided Someday we would 
actually do that.

Then I came across a Smith & Wesson 
N-frame rear sight assembly in my parts 
box and decided maybe now this was 
the time to bring Someday to fruition. 
The Texican is not your ordinary replica 
Colt. It is built to high-quality standards 
by Hartford Armory for STI. It is a 
beautifully fitted and finished Single 
Action and it shoots extremely well. 
I took the rear sight and the .45 Colt 
Texican to my local gun shop, Buckhorn 
Gun & Pawn, and talked to Mike Rainey 
who is the manager and also a superb 

gunsmith. I told him what I had in mind, 
that is fitting the Smith & Wesson rear 
sight to the Texican and finding a rifle 
style barrel band front sight we could put 
on it. He asked I give him time to think 
about it. He called me a short time later 
and said he felt they could do it.

I expected him to just find a barrel 
band someplace that would come close to 
fitting and put it on the Texican. Instead 
he studied the Texican for a while and 
then designed a barrel band front sight. 
The regular gunsmith, Tom Cripe, was 
given the drawing and he proceeded to 
machine the barrel band from a solid 
block of steel. They called me to come 
over and look at it before it was polished, 
fitted to the barrel and blued. I was 
definitely impressed with the design and 
quality of the work. My gunsmiths are 
very important to me and I now know 
Tom can do virtually anything!

A few weeks later they called me to 
come pick up the finished results. My 
Someday had been achieved. Both the 
front and rear sight assemblies were 
precisely installed with a blade front sight 
in place and it was time to test fire. Using 
260-grain .45 Colt loads at 900 fps I found 
it required more elevation of the rear sight 
than I wanted so I took it back and had Tom 
machine .004" off the front blade. It still 
shot a little low but instead of taking more 
metal off I switched to the RCBS 45-270 
SAA bullet which weighs 282 grains 
when cast of my alloy. The accompanying 
picture shows a 1-hole, 12-shot group 
with this bullet over 8.5 grains of Unique. 
This is a 900+ fps load and more than 
adequately powerful for anything I am 
likely to encounter. The first six shots cut 
the bottom part of the group and then I 
raised the rear sight two clicks to cut the 
top part. It now shoots precisely to point 
of aim at 20 yards. I have christened this 
sixgun the Keith/Rainey/Cripe Texican. It 
is everything a Someday Single Action .45 
should be.   

continued from page 82

The completed Keith/Rainey/Cripe Texican .45 
Colt delivered 12 shots at 20 yards into one 
giant hole.

buckHoRN GuN & pAwN
6601 ustick RoAd

boise, id 83702
(208) 377-2535

C
A

M
P

F
IR

E
 T

A
L

E
S

http://www.americanhandgunner.com/TRvids.html


Once I found the rifle it took the 
boys at Buckhorn six months to find 
the proper magazine and then my friend 
Denis found the right rear sight in a box 
of parts at the local gun show. Someday 
came together and the result was 
an excellent shooting .22. I still 
have a lot of Somedays left. 

One of those Somedays 
goes back to 1955 with the 
publication of Elmer Keith’s 
book Sixguns. I did not get 
my copy until after graduating 
from high school and I spent 
a lot of time pouring over the 
low-quality but highly exciting 
pictures of custom sixguns 
in that book. Almost every 
Sixgunner knows of the history 
of Keith’s “No. 5 SAA.” It may 
well be the most famous .44 
Special in existence. However, 
the one really catching my 
imagination was one of his other 
.44 Special Single Actions. 

The one picture in the book 
does not do it justice but I could tell it 
was not only a beautiful but well used 
sixgun. Barrel length is 7-1/2" with 
a King short action, Bisley Model 
style hammer, and a Smith & Wesson 
adjustable rear sight. Stocks are 1-piece 
ivory and the most attractive feature to 
me is the front sight which is on a barrel 
band such as often found on big bore 
rifles. I wonder how many times during 
my college days, when I was attending 

classes full-time and also working full-
time at night, I removed the stress by 
looking at that picture and thinking 
about Someday. Thirty years later I was 
able to actually handle Keith’s custom 

sixguns and then just a few years ago 
place them in the Elmer Keith Museum 
within the Boise, Idaho, Cabela’s. They 
look a whole lot better in person than in 
those old pictures.

Treasure Trove
Somedays are usually tough to 

accomplish as we have to spend most 
of our time surviving in reality rather 
than fulfilling our dreams. In the 1960s 

my wife arranged for me to empty a 
basement filled with ceramic molds. I 
sure grumbled a lot as I stumbled up those 
ancient steps and hauled pickup load 
after pickup load to our house. There was 
however a definite reward for doing all 
this as also in the basement were several 
stacks of American Rifleman magazines 
from the 1920s to 1940s. What a treasure 
and they were free for the taking. I went 
through those magazines clipping every 
article of interest including several by 
Elmer Keith. I not only found his 1929 
article on his No. 5 SAA, there were also 
earlier articles concerning the visit to 
his ranch outside of Durkee, Oregon, by 
Harold Croft. 

Croft traveled all the way cross-
country to witness firsthand the long-
range sixgun shooting Keith had been 

talking about. He brought a whole 
suitcase full of custom sixguns 
including four lightweight packin’ 
pistols built on Single Action and 
Bisley Model Colts. They were all 
chambered in .45 Colt with barrel 
band front sights. My enthusiasm 
was rekindled. Croft numbered 
his guns, 1, 2, 3, and 4. Forty 
years later I was able to handle 
two of those, even shoot one of 
them, and it was interesting to 
find they had been converted by 
Croft to .44 Special after his visit 
to Oregon. 

Over the years I did come up 
with one barrel-band front sighted 
sixgun, a John Linebaugh .500 
Linebaugh. It is a wonderfully 
built sixgun and the band is 
actually machined as part of the 

barrel; close to what I wanted but it was 
not built on a Colt but rather a Ruger New 
Model. I still dreamt of the Someday I 
would have my “Keith Colt,” but alas it 
seemed not to be. 

Fast forward several decades. 
Shooters often complain about fixed 
sighted guns wondering why the factory 
can’t sight them in properly. The problem 
is everyone does not use the same 

seRiously seekiNG soMedAy
And making it happen.

continued on page 81

How are your Somedays coming along? Someday I am going to 
go there; Someday I am going to do this. Most of us spend much 

of our lives contemplating Somedays. I know much of my youth was 
spent looking forward to something I would accomplish Someday. 
I first wrote about this in the January 2009 Campfire Tales which 
related one of my Somedays being fulfilled with the acquisition of a 
Mossberg .22 old-fashioned military training rifle.

The “barrel turning” club of John and his friend Denis fits on the 
hitch of John’s pick-up. They can adjust windage without harm 
on fixed sight SAAs.
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I  am the DD  M4 Carbine . 
I must defend you. I must always shoot straight. I must always function flawlessly. I must always be ready. 

You can depend on me .

235 Oracal Parkway Black Creek, GA 31308 USA  |  DanielDefense.com  |  866-554-4867  |  CAGE Code: 3E3E2

The Daniel Defense Rifle’s Creed is our commitment to manufacturing the finest fighting rifles on the market. 

http://www.danieldefense.com
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