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The New Fiocchi of America Cowboy 

Ammo is here. Distinctively packaged in 

aged boxes, the SASS approved Cowboy 

Loads are now available in 32 S&W Long, 

38 S&W Short, 38 Special, 357 Magnum, 

44 Special, 44-40 & 45 Colt. More calibers 

to come in 2012.

Cowboy Loads

For the Fiocchi dealer near you, Call 417.449.1043 / visit www.fiocchiusa.com

Since 1876

http://www.fiocchiusa.com
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Packed with the latest technological advances and features required by today’s most demanding shooters, the Ruger® 

LCR® is the evolution of the revolver. Winner of the 2009 Academy of Excellence, 2010 American Rifleman and 2010 

Shooting Illustrated Handgun of the Year, the Ruger LCR is a lightweight, small-

frame revolver with a uniquely smooth trigger and highly manageable recoil.

THE RUGER ® LCR ® /  . 3 8  S P L + P

2009 Handgun
of the Year

2010 American Rifl eman
and Shooting Illustrated

Handgun of the Year

LCR
®

WITH XS ®SIGHTS

LCR ®

-357

051311WWW.RUGER.COM/LCR ©2011 Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc.

THE RUGER LCR -  L IGHTWEIGHT COMPACT REVOLVER® ®

http://www.ruger.com/lcr
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No BodyArmor
How can you call yourselves 

responsible when you allow advertising 
of body armor that can stop a .44 
Magnum?

Even the few homeowner good guys 
who buy them won’t have time to put 
the thing on and then reach for their 
firearm when they need protection. 
The only persons who will benefit from 
owning such armor are the Goblins and 
house invaders. They will buy them by 
the crate-load. 

Yours is far from the only magazine 
to advertise these products. There ought 
be a law preventing this body armor 
from being sold to non-police—you and 
others are ultimately gonna cause great 
harm and no good at all. 

For once I stand with the 
“banners”—here’s something that 
needs banning. What can you possibly 
be thinking except an advertising buck. 
Sheesh!

John Vasse 
via e-mail

Citizens—as well as professionals—
have a right to be properly equipped to 
protect their families. If the purchase 
of soft body armor is a part of a 
homeowner's plan for self-protection, we 
believe they have a right to make that 
personal decision.—Editor

kudos
Thanks for GUNS and American 

Handgunner. They are the only two 
gun publications to which I subscribe. 
In the June issue, page 58 contained a 
comment I almost missed. As a reloader 
for many years I learned something 
interesting when Mr. Barsness told how 
“2400” powder got it’s name. How other 
popular powders were named sounds 
like a future column to me.

Also, you can keep the knife articles, 
but get rid of the BB gun and air-soft 
waste of paper.

Van Bubel
via e-mail

Long-Range hunting
Thank you Dave Anderson (July 

column). I have been saying the same 
thing for years about long-range 
hunting. I own a gun shop in western 
New Mexico I have used the same 
argument for the distance an animal 
can move between the decision to pull 
the trigger and the bullet arriving at the 
target. Some get it and some are just too 
enamored of what they’ve seen on the 
“hunting” shows on TV. It can get very 
frustrating. I do encourage practice at 
the longest range they are capable of 
for follow up shots but an initial shot is 
encouraged at no more than 300 yards 
or less, mostly less.

I often get questions about how far 
can this or that rifle kill an elk, deer, etc., 
and have come up with my own answer: 
Go down to the dollar store and buy 
some paper plates of the diameter to 
match the kill zone of the animal in 
question, 6" for deer, 8" for elk. At 
whatever range you can put five rounds 
into a plate, offhand, that is your range. 
It is an individual limit as the cartridge/
rifle can be effective far beyond any 
sensible range.

David W. Loeffler 
via e-mail

vA donations
I read with interest the letter from 

Dale Cheuvront regarding donations of 
magazines and books to VA hospitals, so 
I thought I’d donate my old magazines.

I took five large boxes of magazines 
to the local VA, and was promptly told 
they would throw away all the gun 
magazines. VA regulations forbid that 
type of literature in VA facilities. I guess 
after the military has trained personnel, 
they have gone to battle and come back, 
they can no longer be trusted to read 
about firearms. 

So if you are going to donate 
magazines, make sure they are Good 
Housekeeping, New Yorker, or National 
Geographic (with the naughty pictures 
removed). Don’t want to upset the 
management.

Thor Ronlake
via e-mail
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Every firearms company offering 
a rimfire AR has taken a different 
approach. Colt licensed Carl Walther 
in Germany to build their very 
detailed metal version of the AR. 
Ruger took the guts of their 10/22 and 
surrounded it with an AR wrapper. 
Smith & Wesson went to the drawing 
board and designed a rimfire AR that 
made maximum use of synthetics; 
while capturing the overall design and 
essential operating features of their 
M&P 15 centerfires.

different Approach
Mossberg International combined 

two approaches taken by the other 
companies. The Tactical Plinkster 

is made abroad in Brazil through 
a licensing agreement with CBC 
(Companhia Brasileira de Cartuchos), 
Latin America’s largest ammunition 
manufacturing company, which is 
known to us through their familiar 
Magtech line of ammunition. CBC 
also manufactures rifles and shotguns, 
including Mossberg’s line of Model 
702 Plinksters. 

Similar to the approach taken by 
Ruger in combining a 10/22-barrel 
action with an AR-styled stock, 
Mossberg has created the Tactical 
Plinkster by surrounding their 
Model 702 barreled action with an 
AR-looking polymer clamshell. The 
result is a very stylish rimfire AR at a 

plinker’s price.
Mossberg International has 

incorporated some interesting 
components into the Tactical 
Plinkster. The M-4-styled stock 
is available in either a fixed 13" 

•  h O L T  B O d I N S O N  •

MOSSBERG’S NEAT 
“PLINkSTER” TACTICAL
Combining “fun” with “affordable.”

There’s a new member in Mossberg’s extensive 
family of semi-auto and bolt-action “Plinksters” and 

it has a snazzy, business-like tactical look about it. 
Meet the Tactical Plinkster which now fills out a line of 
modestly priced .22 LR semi-automatics that boasts 
the largest variety of stocks and stock colors in the 
industry; including bantam stocks, thumbhole stocks, 
wood stocks, synthetic stocks in colors ranging from 
Mossy Oak camouflage to hot, hot pink. In these times 
of tight budgets, it’s nice to see Mossberg finally 
dished up a tactical AR model with an industry-rattling 
price to boot.

holt found the mossberg 
Plinkster perfectly reliable 
with all loads tried and 
decently accurate, even 
though high wind curtailed 
the test.

If only that molded-in operating handle and 
forward assist actually worked (above)! It helps 
keep the looks up and price down. The cross-
bolt safety and ambidextrous magazine release 
(below) are well positioned and handy.



http://www.specialopswatch.com


They say having a rabbit’s foot brings good luck. Explain that to the unlucky  
bunny that has four of them on the wrong end of a Savage rimfire.

oneshotonekill

 savagearms.com  savageaccuracy.com

Mark ii fv–sr 
“Suppressor-Ready” threaded barrel

http://www.savagearms.com
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length-of-pull design featured here 
to be compliant with various state 
regulations, or as a conventional, M4, 
6-position, adjustable stock offering 
an LOP from 10-3/4" to 14-1/2".

The A2-type carry handle comes 
supplied with a removable TAPCO 
brand Picatinny rib and a fully-
adjustable rear sight. The Picatinny-
rib option just cries for a scope or a 
red dot, and I couldn’t resist mounting 
an Aimpoint CompC3 2 MOA. Being 
parallax free, the Aimpoint is a perfect 

complement to the structure of the 
rifle because a handle-mounted optic 
is high, and there’s zero possibility of 
the shooter acquiring a cheekweld on 
the much lower comb line of the M4 
stock. 

With the Aimpoint mounted, you 
still have the option of using the 
integral aperture sight because the 
Picatinny-rib unit does not obscure 
the line of sight, through the tunnel 
of the carrying handle.

With a full 18" barrel, the Tactical 

Plinkster incorporates a massive, 11" 
long, polymer quad-rail fore-end. 
It’s striking looking and really sets 
the Mossberg visually apart from 
the competition. If  lights, lasers and 
optics are your thing, there’s lots 
of room for them on the Mossberg. 
Fortunately, the Picatinny tracks of 
the quad-rail are not sharp and don’t 
require rail covers to be comfortable 
in the hands. 

Facilitating carrying the Tactical, 
slung just forward of the quad-rail 

With its 18" barrel, an 11" quad-rail and an 
aimpoint c3, the Plinkster is a showpiece. 
The Tactical comes with either a fixed or 
5-position, m4-type stock.

http://www.smartreloader-usa.com


9 M M  |  4 0  S & W  |  4 5  A U T O  |  2 2 3  R E M  |  3 0  C A R B I N E  |  3 0 8  W I N

Hornady® Steel Match™ ammunition is precision loaded with Hornady® Match™ rifl e bullets or HAP® (Hornady® 
Action Pistol) handgun bullets, with optimized propellants that deliver the highest levels of accuracy each and 
every time. Polymer-coated steel cartridge cases and non-corrosive berdan primers provide affordability that 
allows match shooters to focus on scores, and not on the cost of what’s left on the ground.

• All Steel Match™ 40 S&W, 45 Auto and 308 Win loads meet IPSC, USPSA, 
and IDPA “Major” power factor criteria, with moderate velocities that reduce 
recoil and muzzle jump for fast target recovery.

• Both Steel Match™ 9mm and 223 Rem meet “Minor” power factor requirements.

WIN THE MATCH. KEEP THE CHANGE.

To see how Steel Match ammo can give you the competitive edge, go to hornady.com or scan the QR code. Search your phone’s app store for a QR reader.

http://www.hornady.com
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S T I N G  L I K E  A  B U T T E R F LY

is a freely rotating 1-1/4" sling swivel 
teamed with a detachable sling swivel 
stud incorporated into the toe of the 
M4 stock.

The fire control system consists of 
a handy cross-bolt safety in front of 
the triggerguard and a 2-stage trigger 
that was surprisingly well adjusted 
at a crisp and consistent 5 pounds, 4 
ounces.

The gun comes with a 10-shot 
magazine, which sits flush with the 
bottom of the magazine well and is 
released by an ambidextrous lever on 
either side of the well housing.

Molded into the stock for some 
ersatz AR looks are an operating 
handle, forward assist and spent-case 
deflector. I wish they were real and 
operational, but at the price point of 
the Plinkster, there have to be some 
compromises along the line.

Speaking of operating handles, 
the operating handle of the Plinkster 
702 line locks or releases the bolt by 
being pushed in or pulled out. I find it 
a bit awkward to operate, but a good 
point is that the action is designed to 
hold back the bolt after the last shot 
is fired.

According to the excellent owner’s 
manual, the Plinkster action is 
adjusted for sub-sonic, standard and 
high-velocity Long Rifle ammunition. 
I always like to challenge the feeding 
function of any new semi-auto by 
filling its magazine with Aguila .22 
Colibri, which features a LR case 
coupled to a short, pointy bullet 
propelled by priming mixture alone. 
Lacking powder, Colibri will not 
function in a semi-auto, but if  the 
gun will feed that wicked runt of a 
cartridge, there’s hope. The Mossberg 
passed the Colibri test.

Accuracy? I normally shoot my 
rimfire groups at 50 yards, but the 
winds had been roaring for 40 days 
so I closed in to 35 yards. Shooting 
the Aimpoint sight, I was distinctly 

pleased with the inherent accuracy and 
reliability of the Plinkster. Reliability 
was 100 percent—no misfeeds, 
extraction or ejection problems 
whatsoever. CCI Mini-Mag (1,309 
fps) was the champ in the accuracy 
department with its little 5/8" to 3/4" 
groups, while Wolf’s Match Extra 
(1,059 fps) was not far behind and still 
less than 1". 

Mossberg’s Plinkster is perfectly 
named. It’s a genuine fun gun and 
light enough for any member of the 
family to handle. It’s an exceptional 
value if  you’re in the market for an 
economically designed and priced, 
AR-looking rimfire that delivers solid 
performance. 
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702 TACTICAL 
PLINkSTER

MAKER: CBC
BRAzIL

IMPORTER: 
MOssBERg INTERNATIONAL, INC.

7 gRAssO AVE.
NORTh hAVEN, CT 06473

(800) 363-3555
www.guNsMAgAzINE.COM/

MOssBERg

ACTION TyPE:
Blowback semi-auto

CALIBER:
.22 LR

CAPACITy:
10

BARREL LENGTh:
18"

OvERALL LENGTh:
35-3/4"

WEIGhT:
5 pounds, 2 ounces

fINISh:
Matte black
SIGhTS:

A2 style & Picatinny top rail
STOCk:

M4 fixed or adjustable
PRICE:

$276

at 35 yards, the Plinkster performed well with 
ccI mini-mag and Wolf match Extra.  

http://www.benchmade.com


.22 caliber

HK geometry. HK function. HK controls — all in affordable rimfire configurations. HK MP5 

rimfires available through your local firearm dealer are utilized by law enforcement agencies 

as training tools to effectively let operators engage in intensive live fire drills without 

incurring excessive ammunition expense. Whether you’re a law enforcement professional, 

an HK enthusiast or simply a weekend plinker on a budget, Umarex USA has what you need.

aUTHeNTic HK GOeS riMFire

Made by Carl Walther. 
HK is a licensed trademark of HK, Inc. 

ZEROED IN

HK22RIMFIRE.COM

HK .22 Tactical Rimfires Marketed and Distributed by UMAREX USA.

A family membership is just $50 a 
year. You would think every member 
would appreciate such facilities and 
such an incredible bargain. Yet every 
year when spring comes and the snow 
melts, the outdoor range is an utter 
mess, with garbage everywhere and 
range property shot to pieces. And 

every spring the same small group of 
unpaid volunteers go to work cleaning 
up the mess, hauling away garbage, 
repairing and replacing damaged 
property.

The outdoor range has several 
target stands on wheels. They can be 
easily moved to different distances and 

put away after use. By simply stapling 
targets to the inexpensive, easily 
replaced particleboard, the stands 
should easily last two or three seasons. 
They don’t. People shoot them to 
pieces. They shoot the uprights, they 
shoot the wheels, they drive off  and 
leave them broken on the range.

Suppose you want to do the right 
thing, put empty cartridge boxes and 
used targets (or even some of the trash 
lying around) in a garbage can. Or 
just sit on a handy chair and chat, or 
watch your buddies shoot. Sorry, the 
garbage cans have been shot to pieces 
too. Not to mention the chairs.

Fortunately the indoor range is 
always supervised, but I hate to think 
what would happen if  it wasn’t. What 
is wrong with people? Do people really 
need to be told, “Don’t shoot the 
target stands to pieces. Don’t shoot 
up garbage cans and chairs. Clean up 
your own trash, and it won’t kill you 

•  d A v E  A N d E R S O N  •

RANGE SLOBS
They make a lot of work 

for the rest of us.

The rifle and pistol club to which I belong has two great 
shooting facilities. Outdoors we have a big range with 

several shooting bays, with shooting out to 700 yards. 
when winter comes and outdoor shooting becomes less 
fun, we have a superb, state-of-the-art indoor range. From 
my house I can be at either range in five minutes, without 
going through a single traffic light.

http://www.hk22rimfire.com
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R. LEE ERMEY (AKA “GUNNY”)

 THERE HE WAS, EYEBALL TO 
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to pick up a bit of stuff  left by others.”
People want to blame it on declining 

values, or “the younger generation” 
(or maybe “the older generation”). 
I don’t think so. I’ve been a member 
of various shooting clubs for some 
40 years and at all times and in all 
places it has been the same. A core of 
dedicated volunteers, a large majority 
of decent folk who use the ranges 
as they were meant to be used, help 
out occasionally, and never add to 
the problem. And invariably there’s 
a fringe of thoughtless, irresponsible 
self-absorbed “members” who make 
life harder for everyone else.

I suppose inevitably someone 
will say, who are you to preach? You 
probably did the same stupid things 
when you were young. Well, I’ve no 
doubt many sins to answer for, but 
stupidity with firearms isn’t one of 
them. Nor did I ever see the attraction 
of smashing up someone else’s 
property—or my own for that matter. 
Fifty years ago when my dad first let 
me use his .22 rifle he told me if  I ever 
did anything careless with it, he’d take 
it away and I wouldn’t get it back. No 
other warning was needed.

Because my wife Simone and 
I travel a lot, we often miss range 
cleanup day, I’m sorry to say. But we 
do try and make up for it. At virtually 
every trip to the range we’ll spend 
15 minutes or so putting away target 
stands left downrange, and picking up 
old targets and cartridge boxes left on 
the ground and putting them in the 
trash. Since we’re at the range three or 
four times a week when not away, it 
adds up over the year. If  we’d all clean 
up our own trash and maybe spend 
five minutes picking up other trash, 
we could likely keep ahead.

No, I don’t think it is my job, or 
yours, to clean up the trash left by 
others. I tend to think of it as similar to 

the “broken window” policing policy 
practiced by some cities. It developed 
from the observation that if  a house 
window is broken and left unrepaired, 
soon other windows are broken and 
in short order the house is vandalized. 
Cities found if  they ignored graffiti 
and minor property crimes, it sent a 
signal crime was tolerated, and minor 
crimes turned into major crimes. It 
also works in reverse. When a place 
is neat and tidy, it sends a message to 
keep it neat and tidy. 

I am so grateful to the volunteers 
who make our club work: Kenny, 
George, Steve, Doc, Eric, Mike, 
Marlin, the other Dave and the other 
Mike, and a few others I can’t think 
of right now. They volunteer because 
they love to shoot and to help the 
shooting sports grow. But you know 
what? These guys are getting sick 
of cleaning up the results of a few 
people’s thoughtlessness. 

Long ago I read something about 
hunting ethics, which applies to much 
of life. When you are alone you can 
get away with doing things you would 
never do with someone watching. You 
can do stupid, irresponsible things, 
and no one else will ever know. But 
those decisions you make, and the 
things you do that no one else sees—
that is who you are.

Well, some of us would have liked to throw our 
trash away. can’t do that now—until we buy a 
new one.

It used to be nice to go to 
the range and sit in this 
chair and shoot at targets 
mounted to the wooden 
uprights. Not anymore. 

http://www.kwiksitecorp.com
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They have something so stupid, I 
am not quite sure I have figured it out 
yet. It has to do with AR-style rifles; 
they have a list of  two or three things 

the gun has to have and not have—
like no bayonet lug. What, no bayonet 
lugs?! I digress. So the really stupid 
begins, as they must have a key-like or 

bullet-nose-like latch/button to load 
or open the action to load… OK, my 
non-college-educated-dumb-only-
finished-high-school mind gets lost. 

All right, so I can have all this 
dumb, legal stuff  on what basically 
amounts to a non-functioning AR, or 
I can buy a Mini-14 as long as I have 
only 10-round magazines. Just so I get 
this right, I can have a semi-auto rifle 
based on a made-for-war weapon like 
the Garand or M1 Carbine as long as 
capacity doesn’t exceed 10-rounds.

If  you live in California, I got news 
for you. Buy a Mini-14 and a box of 
10-round magazines. Ruger will be 
happy and you can defend yourself  
and family more than “pretty well”; 
however you’ll need to practice 
loading a bit. Then again, unless 12 
turds attack you, you should be fine.  
Remember, you’ll have 11 rounds 
in your Ruger: one chambered and 
10 in your legal magazine. It’ll be 
OK if  you’re in a fight for your life. 
And if  you practice loading a bit, 
you can reload and pick up the 12th 
apparently very brave guy, who kept 
coming while 11 of  his buddies went 
under the bow of the boat during 
frontal assault on your Ruger rifle. So, 
a Ruger is good.

Big And Stupid?
Under California law, I can have 

the M1A (like the .308 M14 I carried 
in Vietnam for 18 months). Yeah 
I know, I gotta have a 10-round 
magazine, but trust me, loading the 
M1A in a fight is real easy. That I 
have done before. You can get pretty 
good at it if  need be, so just buy a 
bunch of  10-round magazines and 
you'll be able shoot the .308 through 
cars, walls, buildings, telephone poles 
and stuff  out to distances of  400, 500 
or 600 yards (with practice). 

I think the California M1A has to 
have a special muzzlebrake thing and 
no darn bayonet lug, but I think I can 
work around all those details. Cool.

Cowboy Cool
 

This is great—the Duke would be 
proud of  California. Next, I can have 
a lever action operating in a totally 
ambidextrous manner, reasonably 
small and compact, yet using all 

•  C L I N T  S M I T h  •  P h O T O S :  h E I d I  S M I T h  •

CALIfORNIA dREAMIN’
No 30-shot AR? 

You have other good rifle choices.

I get quite a few students from California, and they very 
well understand how jacked up the state is in regards 

to the liberal-leaning, goofy laws—especially when 
it comes to guns. Many have homes, jobs and, most 
importantly, families they need to stand by, so they hang 
on. Bluntly, if you are a gun owner and you try to do 
the right thing, living a decent life there is harder than 
woodpecker lips.

Old lever actions are still strong 
self-defense guns if applied properly 
by a motivated shooter. These are 
replicas of the henry (top), 1866 
(middle) and 1873 Winchester rifles.
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CNC machines, steel forging and metallurgy departments and MIM operations.  However, we still hand-� t, 
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kinds of  good, powerful ammunition. 
And remember, based on the year 
it was made, it is a relic. So an 1886 
Winchester lever action in .45-70 or 

.45-90 is legal to defend myself  with 
in California? Darn, I am really put 
out over this ability to use an inferior 
relic to defend myself. Throw in 
a Winchester 94 in .30-30 or even 
.44 Magnum and you might have a 
chance to be pretty viable during a 
conflict. Yes, your lever rifle can hold 
more than 10 rounds, yet you lever 
guys will have to practice loading as 
well. Cowboy-action shooting has 
brought a lot of  these guns out of  the 
closet and got a lot of  new products 
on the market; so the lever-action 
users or wannabe users have lots of 
options to choose from.

Tombstone humor?
I understand this column might 

offend or might seem slightly cynical 
to some people, but it’s funny. If  wife 
Heidi and I take the guns we legally 
own, and drive 25 miles south of 
where we live, we will instantly become 
the biggest criminals since Bonnie met 
Clyde.

Sadly, the idiots who have ruined 
California are sliming their way 
northward up the I-5 corridor. As 
California has gone, so Oregon may 
some day follow—and Washington 
is worse than Oregon. Washington 
has Seattle (the tower thing served as 
a locator beacon for stupid). Don’t 
think so? Check out the convoluted 
laws regarding auto weapons and 
suppressors in Washington State. See? 
I told you. 

Anyway, you California folks 
hang tough and get lots of  10-round 
magazines to use in the only rifles 
you can own. Even if  they are 
crappy rifles—not! Oh yeah, FYI, 
these would be pretty good rifles in 
Nebraska, too.

The old lever-action rifles in .33 
Winchester, .45-70 and .45-90 are 
in fact still viable rifles, and the 
calibers are no slouch either.

You can own these in california. Just remember 
to get the correct muzzlebrake thing and a 
10-round magazine… life will be good.

http://www.kwiksitecorp.com
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However, even before taking up 
black-powder cartridge reloading in 
the mid-1980s, I handloaded many 
tens of thousands of smokeless 
powder rifle cartridges ranging from 
.222 Remington to .375 H&H. For the 
most part, in that rifle handloading 
there was one self-imposed quirk. 
For small capacity cases I used fast-
burning rifle powders, such as IMR 
4198, Reloder 7 and H322 etc. For the 
larger cases I preferred slow burning 
powders like IMR 4350, ACC3100, 
H4831, etc. I can’t say I ignored 
all medium burning smokeless 
propellants, but they definitely didn’t 
get much of my attention. 

All that has changed because of 
late, I have been shooting powders of 
medium burn rate by the pound. They 
are ideal for most of the full-size rifle 
cartridges associated with World War 
II weapons. The Lyman Reloading 
Handbook 49th Edition on page 458 
has a list of 114 current smokeless 
propellants in order of relative burn 
rate. Those I’ve been focusing on start 
with Hodgdon’s H4895 at number 72 
and go to Vihtavuori N150 at number 
89. While I have not experienced all 17 
propellants between those numbers, 
most certainly ones like IMR 4064, 
Hodgdon’s Varget, Vihtavuori N140, 
Reloder 15 and IMR 4320 have been 
given quite a workout from dozens of 
my rifles. 

Too Much Gas
What brought on this change in 

my preferences? I can lay the blame 
precisely on the M1 Garand. With 
that semi-auto rifle design a small 
amount of gas, generated by the 
powder’s burning, gets siphoned 
through a small port not far from the 

barrel’s muzzle. The gas then drives 
the operating rod rearwards to cycle 
the action. If  gas pressures are too 
high at the barrel port the op-rod 
can be overworked, bending in the 
process. In a nutshell, slow-burning 
powders still have too much pressure 
at the gas port but medium-burning 
propellants do not. In fact it has often 
been written that medium-burning 
IMR 4895 was developed specifically 
for loading US M2 Ball (.30-06) for 
the M1 Garand. 

My first .30-06 military rifles 
were bolt actions—US Models 1903, 
1903A3 and 1917s. With those I was 
perfectly happy with handloads using 
150-grain bullets and IMR or H4350 
powder. Then came a Garand to the 
collection and fearing a mix-up of 
ammunition that could damage the 

M1 I ceased loading .30-06s with 
those powders. I’m glad I did because 
by focusing my reloading efforts on 
the medium burners, I’ve discovered 
just how versatile they can be. 

For instance I’ve come to consider 
Hodgdon’s Varget as my everyday 
powder for .30-06, .303 British, 
7.62x54mm Russian and 8x57mm 
Mauser. The following are some 
details.

Matching Original 
Ballistics

US M2 Ball .30-06 used 150-grain 
bullets at a nominal velocity of  2,700 
feet per second from a 24" barrel. 
When I put 48 grains of  Varget 
under a 150-grain Sierra FMJ, the 
24" barrel of  my ’03 Springfield gave 
2,703 fps as clocked by a PACT Mk 
IV Timer in chronograph mode. The 
same load gave 2,689 fps from an M1 
Garand. 

Germany’s “S-Patrone” 8x57mm 
Mauser load of  World War II vintage 
used a 198-grain FMJ bullet at a 
nominal velocity of  2,540 fps. My 
load of  47 grains of  Varget under 
Hornady’s 195-grain spirepoint gave 
2,560 fps from a K98k Mauser’s 
23.6" barrel, 2,460 fps from the 19.6" 
barrel of  a G33/40 carbine and 2,528 

•  M I k E  “ d U k E ”  v E N T U R I N O  •  P h O T O S :  y v O N N E  v E N T U R I N O  •

fIRMLy IN ThE MIddLE
Medium burning rifle powders.

Although by and large I’m known as “The Black Powder 
guy” amongst gun’riters, for about the last five years 

I’ve handloaded and fired far more smokeless powder 
rounds than ones carrying black powder. why? Because 
I’ve been deeply involved in building a shooting collection 
of all types of world war II firearms.

duke has found that the medium-burning rifle 
powders are useful for handloading a wide 
range of military rifles, such as these ranging 
from 6.5mm Japanese to 8mm mauser.  
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HomeLE Hunt Target

GET  YOURS  NOW  AT  www.rockriverarms.com
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NM  A2  /  
20  INCH  BARREL

fps from the 22" barrel of  a semi-
auto K43. 

Those are a couple of examples 
of duplicating military ballistics. 
Now let’s look at some accuracy 
results. Just yesterday I tried some 
168-grain Berger HPBT bullets over 
48 grains of Vihtavouri N150. The 
rifle was my ’03 Springfield fitted with 
3X Leatherwood scope. That load 
clustered into exactly 1.50" at 100 
yards. Another rifle in my collection 
is a well-worn Soviet Model 91/30 
sniper rifle with its original PU 3.5X 
scope. Yesterday it put five 180-grain 
Sierra spitzers loaded over 45 grains 
of Varget into a group of only 1.38", 
again at 100 yards. 

And I don’t want to forget the 
old favorite IMR 4895. Some of the 
most accurate loads I’ve experienced 
in .30-06 caliber have come with it. 
With 168-grain HPBTs I use 46.5 
grains. I can’t say I can do it every 
time, but quite often with one or 
another of my scope-sighted ’03 or 
’03A4 Springfields I’ve gotten MOA 
(roughly 1" at 100 yards) groups. 

Here’s one last tidbit I’ve discovered 
with these medium-burning powders 
and the .30-06. If  you load 48 grains of 
Varget, H4895, IMR 4895, IMR 4064, 
Reloder 15 or Vihtavouri N140 with 
any 150- to 155-grain bullet, you will 
have a load reasonably approximating 
the old M2 Ball military load, and 
from a good rifle it will most likely 
deliver more precision that most of us 
can use in our shooting. 

For decades duke virtually ignored smokeless 
propellants in the medium burning rate range 
(above). Now he is shooting them by the pound. 
duke has found most of the military-rifle 
calibers with which he has been shooting the 
medium burning smokeless propellants are 
capable of fine performance (below).

http://www.rockriverarms.com
http://www.pearcegrip.com
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While I’ve fooled around with a 
bunch of 1911s over the decades, 
ranging from rattling old mil-surps to 
new Kimbers and Wilson Combats, I 
hadn’t owned one in quite a while. This 
posed a little problem when editor Jeff  
John suggested a centennial column 
on newer powders for the 1911—a 
problem that turned out to be easily 
solved with a visit to Capital Sports & 
Western Wear of Helena, Mont., one 
of the old-style gun stores in the state, 
complete with two in-house gunsmiths 
and lots of used guns for sale. 

They didn’t have any used 1911s, but 
did have some new ones. I am not much 
of a target shooter, so mostly wanted a 
reliable self-defense sidearm with basic, 
rugged sights. Something as close as 
possible to the original would work 
great. Luckily, they had a Cimarron 
Arms “Wild Bunch,” a pretty close 
copy of the early 1911s manufactured 
by Armscor in the Philippines, designed 
for use in the “Wild Bunch” variation 
of Cowboy Action shooting. The 
manager of Capital’s gun department, 
Dave Tobel, said they’d had very good 

luck with various Cimarron products, 
and since the price was half of the 
next “most affordable” 1911 in stock, I 
decided to give it a try.

Back home, my Timney gauge 
showed the trigger pull averaging 
just about 4-1/2 pounds, though it 
felt lighter. Everything else, from 
the magazine release to the safety, 
functioned smoothly and easily. The 
first field trial was with a batch of 
“break-in” handloads filled with 
Ramshot True Blue and Remington 
230-grain hardball bullets. It was the 
middle of March, a week before the 
official end of winter, a good time for 
blasting snowbanks, providing an idea 
of how a handgun handles and some 
revenge for the past several months. 
The Cimarron handled very well, and 
fed every round reliably, puncturing 
piles of snow as fast as the trigger could 
be pulled.

By the time a new batch of highly 
varied handloads was assembled, 
spring had arrived, or at least what 
passes for spring in the northern 
Rockies, a quickly-changing mix 
of sunshine, rain and more snow. 
One Thursday afternoon turned out 
sunny and reasonably warm, and the 
Cimarron got a more formal workout 
with the help of a Millett Benchmaster 
pistol rest.

Three Bullets
The three bullets chosen for the test 

were the 185-grain Nosler Sporting 
Handgun jacketed hollowpoint, the 
230-grain Sierra Sports Master jacketed 
hollowpoint and a 200-grain semi-
wadcutter from a Montana company 
called The Hunting Shack. The loads 
were gleaned from manuals and various 
other sources, including Bill Wilson, 
who for years has used a slightly “over-
manual” charge of Vihtavuori N310 

•  J O h N  B A R S N E S S  •

STILL GOING STRONG
Newer powders in the .45 ACP.

There aren’t very many firearms that have been in 
continuous and abundant production around the world 

for the last century. The Browning A5 is no more, and even 
the winchester Model 94 had a brief hiatus early in the 
21st century. Meanwhile, the 1911 Colt is probably even 
more popular than it has been for many years—proof 
once again of John Browning’s genius.

.45 ACP hANdLOAdEd AMMO PERfORMANCE
 BuLLET POwdER ChARgE VELOCITY gROuP sIzE
 (BRANd, BuLLET wEIghT, TYPE) (BRANd) (gRAINs wEIghT) (FPs) (INChEs)

 185 Nosler JHP True Blue 9.0 1,024 2.97
 185 Nosler JHP Super Field 7.0 976 2.24
 185 Nosler JHP Competition 5.0 943 2.50
 185 Nosler JHP AA No. 5 9.0 1,078 4.35
 200 Hunting Shack LSWC True Blue 7.0 878 4.38
 200 Hunting Shack LSWC N310 4.0 786 2.88
 200 Hunting Shack LSWC N310 4.6 910  5.24
 200 Hunting Shack LSWC Longshot 6.5 887 2.06
 230 Remington RNFMJ True Blue 7.0 819 2.11
 230 Sierra JHP Super Field 6.0 807 2.25

Notes: All loads assembled in Remington brass and 
primed with Federal 150 primers.

most loads shot between 2" and 3" at 25 yards.

The cimarron “Wild Bunch” fed a variety 
of ammo perfectly throughout the tests.
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and the 200-grain Hensley & Gibbs 
No. 68 pattern semi-wadcutter as his 
company’s standard test-and-blasting 
load. The Hunting Shack bullets were 
very close to the H&G pattern, though 
with a beveled instead of a flat base.

All the loads were assembled in 
Remington brass with Federal 150 
primers. Bullet seating and crimping 
were done in two separate operations, 
with the mouths of the cases taper-
crimped to .469".

The fixed sights shot a little low at 
25 yards, something previously noted 
already during the snowbank blasting. 
This is as it should be for a fixed-
sight handgun, where a little filing on 
the front sight is normally done after 
determining the load. Groups with 
various loads were 3" to 6" below point 
of aim, and just slightly left, easily fixed 
by drifting the rear sight in its dovetail. 

Most of the 5-shot groups ranged 
from 2" to 3", but three were 4" to 5"—
including Bill Wilson’s “pet load” with 
the cast SWC, spreading vertically a 
little over 5". This could be attributed to 
shooter error, except none of the other 
groups spread vertically. However, like 
any sane handloader, I did work up to 
Bill’s load, and the charge just below 
(listed as max in Vihtavuori’s data) shot 
into 2.88", all five holes in a nice, round 
group.

Eighty percent of the loads had 
a virtually identical point of impact, 
a very handy attribute in any fixed-
sight handgun. The outstanding loads 
with each bullet all grouped around 
2". Despite the wide variety of bullet 
styles—roundnose hardball, lead SWC 
and two JHPs with widely differing 
hollowpoints—all fed flawlessly.

I’d set up my range bag to deflect 
empties into the bare area right behind 
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standing upright next to a piece of 
gravel. There’s nothing like a little luck 
to add to a good range session with a 
new gun.

REMINGTON ARMS COMPANY, INC.
870 REMINGTON DR.

P.O. BOX 700
MADISON, NC 27025-0700
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This is an issue I’ve studied 
seriously for an adult lifetime. It is a 
learning experience that has taken me 
from ammo factories and sit-downs 
with their engineers; to major police 
departments to debrief  the personnel 
on ammo performance in the field; to 
gelatin binges, to autopsy observation 
and necropsy of many animals that 
died by gunfire under test conditions. 
The answers are not what I might have 
expected 40 years ago.

Before I even look at accuracy—
which, with a very few exceptions, 
is generally “adequate” across the 

board—I look for five other baselines. 
Most defensive shootings take place 
at relatively close range, and the single 
most important factor in the outcome 
is going to be shot placement and 
what parts of the body are rendered 
at least temporarily inoperable by the 
given gunshot wound.

Reliability is the first criterion. 
The defensive firearm is emergency 
safety rescue equipment! Certainty of 
function is a non-negotiable baseline. 
I recently taught a police instructor 
class where the host facility issued the 
ammo, a frangible training round that 

used very light bullets. The ammo didn’t 
generate enough power to reliably cycle 
the slides, and malfunctions occurred 
epidemically up and down the firing 
line. I don’t trust a handgun for self-
defense until it has gone a minimum 
of 200 rounds with the proposed carry 
load, with zero malfunctions. There 
are some authorities who think I’m 
too easy on that, and don’t trust a new 
carry load until it has gone a 1,000 
rounds in their particular gun, with 
100-percent reliability.

Controllability is also critical. The 
combination of caliber, specific load 
and chosen gun should be controllable 
in accurate, rapid fire by the user at his 
or her least physically capable. Bear 
in mind that home-defense guns are 
“pool weapons” that might be used by 
a petite female or a physically small, 
but responsible and competent older 
child in an emergency, not just the 
big, strong alpha male head of the 
household. Most 9mm service pistols 
and .38 Special service revolvers fit 
this criterion. The .45s may require 
a little more time and technique. By 
the time you get into full-power .357 
Magnums, let alone .44 Magnums or 
super-light .357 revolvers with Mag 
loads, the shooter really has to pay 
some serious training dues to gain 
competence.

Optimum penetration—deep 
enough but not too deep—is vital. 
Some prefragmented bullets sold 
for self-defense “open up” too soon, 
and fail to reach adequate depth to 
shut down vital internal structures. 
Non-expanding bullets tend to pierce 
too deeply, shooting through-and-
through the body of the opponent 

•  M A S S A d  A y O O B  •

dEfENSIvE 
hANdGUN AMMO 

don’t obsess over “magic bullets.” 
Real world criteria are 

sometimes deceptively simple.

One of the more popular Internet gun forums, www.
glocktalk.com, recently introduced a question/

answer section they called gATE, which stands for go 
Ask The Experts. I wound up doing the self-defense 
section. I had expected it to be heavy on tactics and 
mindset issues, but I probably shouldn’t have been 
surprised when the most common question turned out 
to be, “what’s the best self-defense round for my (insert 
make, model and caliber here)?”

controllability is a key 
factor. arrows show 
brass in the air from 
this on-target FNP-45 
Tactical .45 auto.

modern high-tech bullets give good 
performance. This fully expanded Federal hST 
230-grain .45 acP at +P velocity, was recovered 
at the necropsy of a hog.
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and emerging on the other side with 
enough power to kill any unfortunate 
innocent bystander the shooter 
couldn’t see. In another magazine, 
I recently published a compendium 
of 25 cases where Good Guys were 
shot, sometimes fatally, with bullets 
fired by other well-intentioned 
good guys that over-penetrated the 
body of the offender they struck. 
As a rule of thumb, the premium 
line handgun rounds from the “big 
four” makers (Federal HST, Speer 
Gold Dot, Remington Golden Saber 
and Winchester Ranger-T) can be 
expected to meet this criterion in 
popular service-pistol calibers. 

Reduced ricochet potential is 
important, particularly in the concrete 
canyons of urban environments. 
Roundnose bullets glance as if  they 
were intended to ricochet, while 
hollowpoints are more likely to bite 
into what they hit with their cookie-
cutter nose profile, and safely bury 
themselves there. 

Proven stopping power is the raison 
d’être of the defensive cartridge. Yet 
the gun press hypes as “man-stoppers” 
new loads and even new calibers that 
have never been fired into a human 
body. The HST, Gold Dot, Golden 
Saber and Ranger-T mentioned above 
have the longest track records, simply 
because they’re the loads issued by 
major law enforcement agencies that 
tabulate performance in the field. 
Some “old school” HP loads such 
as 158-grain, all-lead .38 Special 
+P hollowpoint and 125-grain .357 
Magnum semi-jacketed hollowpoint 
revolver rounds, also have sterling 
track records. 

My advice? Pick a load that fits 
all five of the above criteria, satisfy 
yourself  that it works in your gun… 
and then focus on developing mindset, 
tactics and shooting skill under stress. 
These are the things that are far more 
likely than magic bullets to put you on 
the prevailing side if  you should be 
so unfortunate as to be involved in a 
gunfight.

modern loads with bullets such as Speer gold 
dot, Federal hST and Winchester Ranger JhP 
series are working well on the street.

http://www.unclemikes.com/reflex
http://www.gunsmagazine.com
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The competition shooter tends 
to run a rifle hard. A lot of rounds, 
a lot of heat, a lot of friction. The 
other group relies on their AR-15s to 
deliver flawless function, on demand. 
There are no alibi strings on a 2-way 
rifle range. All are 
after essentially the 
same thing: maximum 
performance, maximum 
reliability, and I throw 
maximum longevity 
in there, too. Impact, 
friction and heat cause 
parts wear. Wear 
and stress lead to 
malfunctioning parts 
and components. 

No Lube?
I recently had a 

comment from a reader 
on a statement I made 
about plated bolt 
carriers. I said they still 
need lubrication. He 
said they didn’t. He went 
on to mention a specific 
test done on a specific 
plated carrier where it 
was demonstrated there 
was no appreciable wear 
and no malfunctions 
after a good number of 
rounds. I don’t doubt 
that a bit. I will answer 
herein the same as I 
responded to his note. 
The first point was that 
I’m in no position to 
ever tell someone not to 
lubricate a gun part! If  
the part maker says not 
to lubricate it, then the 
part purchaser has been 

advised. The reader’s contention was 
that lube did nothing but attract dirt. I 
disagree. 

Lubricant, grease or oil, serves 
more functions than to simply make 
metal more slippery. Wet lubes do 

indeed attract grit. The 
lube also suspends it. 
Lubed parts usually 
come clean more easily. 
Lube provides a film to 
separate opposing metal 
surfaces which provides 
a little cushion and even 
adds a little “heat sink” 
effect. All good. What’s 
not good is polluted 
lube! No question about 
that. Keep it clean!

Now we get back to 
lubrication based on 
the rifle use. For those 
who take their AR-15s 
to the range, run them 
until they are just slap 
out of fun (or ammo), 
or until the match is 
over, should follow what 
I call the “oil-change” 
routine. That is lube the 
parts before use, run the 
rifle, clean the parts and 
relube before next use. 
The right lubes are oil 
and grease. 

For those who keep 
an AR-15 at the ready, 
which almost always 
means that firearm will 
be stored somewhere 
other than a gun safe 
(maybe even cased in 
the trunk of a police 
cruiser), I don’t think 
it’s wise at all to keep 

the parts heavily lubed. Over time, and 
it’s not much time necessarily, really 
effective lubes tend to either run away 
to points where they don’t do much 
good, or they thicken. 

Specifically, that’s oil and grease, 
in order. Probably the best means of 
lubrication is something “dry.” There 
are lubes that leave a relatively light 
film behind which is entirely adequate 
to provide reliable, unimpeded function 
and parts protection. I certainly would 
avoid even light grease on a firearm 
stored for ready use. Since there are 
nearly always two hands, on the other 
hand, grease is my overall preference 
for hard use in a competition rifle — 
where it can be used.

•  G L E N  Z E d I k E R  •

WhAT kEEPS IT RUNNING?
AR-15 prep for sport and war.

For the purposes of this, there are at the least two 
essential “ways” AR-15 owners run their guns. There 

are competitive shooters or sport shooters, or anyone 
who uncases an AR-15 for a day at the range. Then there 
are the professionals or others who own and operate 
an AR-15 as a tactical or defensive weapon. This bunch 
needs a rifle or carbine kept at the ready, and ready to 
deliver reliable service at any old time. The way the firearm 
is maintained can and should reflect on these demands. 

For those who need to keep an aR-15 at the 
ready, and well lubed, something like this works 
well. It’s a 2-part “plating,” in essence, that 
provides lubricating properties but in a dry 
form. It’s action magic II from Brownells. get 
the metal down to only metal before applying. 
graphite powder works too. Oils with additives 
are popular. honestly, I don’t keep lube on 
the rifle long enough to know if they really 
matter. I’m mostly looking for something that 
penetrates well but doesn’t run off and hide.

The best way to really (really) remove all traces 
of lube is something like this. You might want to 
do this before applying any sort of “dry” lube. 
Brake cleaner, or electrical cleaner, will strip it 
all away down to the metal. however, make sure 
something comes back to the surface afterward 
or that totally bare metal may just decide to 
fuse to the next part in contact with it. Yep. 
Post-use corrosion is virtually inevitable. 

This is indispensable. It’s a mark 
Brown carrier scraper. It gets the 
carbon out from the bolt recess in 
the carrier. It’s the only way I’ve 
ever gotten this spot truly clean. 
The next best alternative is gm 
Top Engine cleaner, available at 
your local chevy dealer’s parts 
counter.

chambers are often neglected and 
frequent contributors to function 
problems (related). get it clean, 
and do it each time the barrel is 
cleaned. I use a .357 nylon bore 
brush, then wrap a patch around 
it to swab out the loosened gorp. 
cleaning out the locking-lug 
recesses used to require creativity, 
but the right tools can make you 
feel like a dadburn dentist with all 
the cool swabs some have seen so 
fit to provide us with. The tool in 
the center is from Sinclair.
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the bullet has  
the final say  tm
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New

Grease, by the way, 
can strictly change its 
nature. Come to the 
Southeast on a sunny 
105-degree day and run 
a 100 rounds through 
a rifle. Open it up and 
that grease looks a lot 
more like oil, and that 
oil… it may just have 
disappeared. Again, 
this is a question of 
applying the right 
lubricant to provide 
the best protection and 
performance. Take a formerly greased 
AR-15 and uncase it on a 30-degree 
day and you may think you used peanut 
butter in place of lubricant. 

dry Advice
The “dry” advice and routine goes 

the same for those who shoot under 
dusty conditions. This includes not only 
desert warfare, but also varminting in 
the West or similar. Hard firearms use 
and dry lube may result in accelerated 
parts wear, but that’s a trade off for 
reliable function at the moment. Easy 
decision!

I am especially concerned with 
the longevity and, certainly, function 
of a trigger assembly. Especially an 
aftermarket 2-stage assembly really 

needs and deserves 
what some may think 
is overly adequate 
lubrication. I use a 
combination of grease 
and oil, depending 
on the specific part. 
Grease on the hammer/
sear engagement, 
disconnector hook 
and atop the hammer 
(where the bolt carrier 
rides on it). Pivot points 
get oil. Something with 
an additive is wise. 

Moly works well, so does boron-nitride. 
The next step to keeping an AR-15 

running, no matter what its intended 
function, is to keep it clean. More 
specifically, keep the bolt track and 
chamber clean. 

Carbon build-up comes off one of 
maybe three good ways. First is a soak 
in a petroleum-based bore cleaner. 
Second is a dousing and a scrubbing 
with a stronger, specialty cleaner. Third 
is with an abrasive. 

The most stubborn carbonized area 
is inside the bolt carrier where the back 
side of the bolt goes. It’s hard to get it 
all gone from this area and, after about 
1,000 rounds of neglect or 2,500 rounds 
following half-hearted efforts, the rifle 
will usually start to stop. 

Check over all the pieces-parts, 
like the magazine catch and bolt-stop 
assemblies, and drip a drop of oil if  
anything seems like it could use it. It’s 
not complicated. If it shows wear or 
feels sticky, drop some oil on it. 

Running a race car means lube, 
clean, relube, clean, relube—it never 
ends. Running a race gun means the 
same. Just wipe it all out when you’re 
done shooting and put it all back on 
right before you go shooting again. I 
do it at the range, if possible, as near 
to the time I’ll fire my first event. I use 
grease for the underside of the bolt 
carrier (rails), on the cam pin, bolt-
locking lugs, bolt-carrier exterior and 
on the top of the hammer. It’s also on 
the trigger engagement surfaces. Oil 
goes everywhere else. I also grease the 
insides of my lower receiver to help 
keep dirt and metal bits away from the 
functioning parts.

BROWNELLS
200 S. FRONT ST.

MONTEZUMA, IA 50171
(800) 741-0015
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SINCLAIR INTERNATIONAL INC.
200 S. FRONT ST., MONTEZUMA, IA 50171

(800) 717-8211
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as pretty and plated as they can be, I 
still lube my plated carrier assembly 
parts. There’s enough wear evident 
on these pieces to suggest that’s 
wise. Plated parts are featured in all 
my competition guns. 

http://www.barnesbullets.com
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serious self-defense round. It should 
also make an excellent varmint and 
small-game round when chambered 
in a longer-barreled sixgun. 

That original loading is potent 
on both ends with muzzleblast and 
felt recoil comparable to the .357 
Magnum. It is definitely not an easy 
shooting round for those who shoot 
very little but are looking for a self-
defense handgun. Federal has now 
addressed this by offering a Low 
Recoil .327 Magnum load using an 
85-grain jacketed hollowpoint at 
1,200 fps or so, from a 2"-barreled 
revolver. I’ve shot thousands upon 
thousands of  rounds over the past 
half-century and it could be said 
I have a lot of  experience shooting 
just about everything. Even so, for 
my self-defense use, and especially 
for Diamond Dot’s use, we will go 
with this much easier to handle Low 
Recoil round.

Right Size
Instead of using their smallest frame 

to house the .327 Federal, Charter 
Arms has chosen, and I’d say very 
wisely, to move up a step and chamber 
the .327 in a 6-shot Patriot built on 
the .44 Special Bulldog platform. The 
result is a most handy little revolver. 
The Patriot is all stainless steel, double-
action (of course), 2.2"-barreled 
revolver with fixed sights. The revolver 

Our constant companion, whether 
in my pocket, the top of my boot, 
or in the motor home was a Charter 
Arms Bulldog in .44 Special. When 
they became available in stainless 
steel, a second “Dog” was added to 

the Taffin family and this became my 
wife’s constant companion while fly-
fishing. She also started with the blued 
Bulldog, however, it always seemed 
to wind up in the water at least once 
during every trip, and so the stainless 
Bulldog was a most welcome addition. 
It should be obvious to anyone how 
important Charter Arms has been to 
our family.

Over the years Charter Arms has 
offered relatively low cost, dependable, 
easy-to-carry, double-action revolvers 
in .38 Special, .44 Special, .32 
Magnum and .357 Magnum, for those 
whose self-defense needs are filled by a 
revolver. When the first J-frame-sized 
.38 Special Charter Arms arrived in 
the 1960s, the revolver was king. We 
are now living in the semi-automatic 
age; however, there is still plenty of 
room, especially when it comes to 
self-defense, for the simplicity and 
dependability of a double-action 
revolver.

Restrained Power 
With the introduction of  the .327 

Federal Magnum several possibilities 
for revolvers opened up. The original 
loading, with a 115-grain bullet at 
1,250 to 1,350 fps from a short-
barreled revolver makes the .32 a very 

JOHN TAFFIN

SELf-dEfENSE 
vERSATILITy

Charter Arms Patriot 
.327 Federal Magnum.

during the ’60s and ’70s as my kids were growing 
up, we spent a lot of time as a family camping and 

roaming around the hills. By the time they all reached 
high school and I could see our time together as a group 
would be more and more difficult to achieve, we rented a 
motor home and spent some time traveling. In all of those 
outings my insurance policy was labeled “Charter Arms.” 

Federal’s 115-grain JhP at 1,250-plus fps 
(above) is not only potent it is also quite 
accurate. Federal now offers a low Recoil .327 
magnum round tailored for self-defense using 
an 85-grain jacketed hollowpoint at 1,200 fps. 
The charter arms .327 Federal magnum Patriot 
(below) is quite versatile, as it will handle four 
different rounds: .32 S&W, .32 S&W long, .32 
h&R magnum and .327 Federal magnum.

The Patriot .327 was tested with a variety of 
.32 factory ammunition (above), which covers 
a broad spectrum of power. The charter arms 
Patriot (below) is a 6-shot revolver built on the 
charter arms Bulldog frame.
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may be small, however the fixed sights 
are relatively large, and easy to see 
with a square-notch rear sight mated 
up with ramp front sight, which fills 
in the square notch nicely. Both sights 
are integral to the Patriot, thus made 
of stainless steel. I found it desirable 
in some shooting situations to blacken 
both with a felt tip pen.

Although the Patriot is a double-
action revolver it still can be cocked 
for single-action use and when used 
thusly the trigger pull is just over 
4 pounds. The double-action pull, 
although heavy, feels quite smooth 
to me. The cylinder of the Patriot 
locks at the back and also at the 
yoke and the ejector rod is protected 
by being enclosed by a recess at the 
bottom of the barrel. This recessed 
underlug is rounded at the front, 
which helps make holstering easy. 
Grips are wrap-around, fingergroove, 
roundbutt, checkered rubber and 
aid in reducing felt recoil. They are 
certainly appreciated with the full-
house, 115-grain .327 load.

The .327 Federal Magnum is the 
round the .32 H&R Magnum should 
have been. They used the same bullets 
and the former is simply a longer 
version of the latter. The Patriot 
is quite versatile in that it accepts 
four different .32 rounds allowing a 
latitude in choosing the best-suited 
ammunition for any particular 
situation. For those who absolutely 
can’t handle recoil, either the .32 
S&W or the .32 S&W Long—both of 
which are just over 500 fps in muzzle 
velocity—can be chosen to give recoil 
not all that far removed from the .22 
Long Rifle. Moving up to the next 

level we have the .32 Magnum factory 
load from Federal at about 850 fps, 
and finally, the .327 factory loads at 
1,200 fps muzzle velocity.

I test-fired the Charter Arms 
.327 Federal Magnum Patriot with 
factory loaded examples of all four 
.32 loads, as well as eight .32 Magnum 
handloads. As .327 brass becomes 
more available I will be working up 
handloads, but for right now I have 
to be satisfied with the shorter .32 
Magnum brass. Since the Patriot .327 
is basically a self-defense revolver, all 
loads were fired at 7 yards. Results as 
shown in the accompanying chart are 
excellent. 

fACTORy AMMO PERfORMANCE
 LOAd VELOCITY gROuP sIzE
 (BRANd, CALIBER, BuLLET wEIghT, TYPE) (FPs) (INChEs)

 Remington .32 S&W 88 LRN 520 1-3/8
 Federal .32 S&W Long 98 RNL 535 1-3/8
 Federal .32 H&R 85 JHP 849 1-1/8
 Black Hills .32 H&R 90 FPL 650 1-1/4
 Federal .327 115 Gold Dot JHP 1,268 1
Federal .327 85 JHP Low Recoil 1,206 1-3/8

Notes: Groups are the product of five shots at 7 yards. 
Chronograph screens set at 10' from muzzle.

.32 h&R MAGNUM hANdLOAdEd 
AMMO PERfORMANCE 

 BuLLET POwdER ChARgE VELOCITY gROuP sIzE
 (BRANd, BuLLET wEIghT, TYPE) (BRANd) (gRAINs wEIghT) (FPs) (INChEs)

 NEI 100 KT Universal 5.0  1,156  1-1/2
 BRP 100 KT Universal 5.0  1,148  1
 Oregon Trail 100 KT Bullseye 3.5  906  1
 Oregon Trail 100KT 2400 8.5  907  7/8
 Hornady 85 XTP-JHP H4227 10.0  789  1
 Hornady 85 XTP-JHP 2400 8.5  904 1-1/8
 Sierra 90 JHC 2400  8.5  883 1-3/8
 Speer 85 JHP 2400 8.5  861 1-1/4

Notes: Groups are the product of five shots at 7 yards. Chronograph screens set 
at 10' from muzzle. CCI 500 primers used in Starline brass.

hANdGUN: PATRIOT
MAKER: ChARTER ARMs

281 CANAL sT.
shELTON, CT 06484

(203) 922-1652
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supply problems was the fact that 
there were no manufacturing arsenals 
in the Confederacy. The former 
Federal arsenals had been used simply 
as depots. The Southern Historical 
Society summed it up best observing, 
“Not a gun, not a gun carriage, and 
except during the Mexican War, 
scarcely a round of ammunition 
had, for 50 years, been prepared in 
the Confederate States. There were 
consequently no workmen, or very few 
of them, skilled in these arts.”

Imports
The immediate answer for both 

the North and the South was the 
acquisition of foreign arms and to that 
end both governments sent purchasing 
agents abroad to England and Europe. 
The results were remarkable. Based on 
research done by historian, Dr. Daniel 
M. Roche, as referenced in the book, 
Firearms from Europe, from 1861 to 
1863, “foreign arms made up almost 50 
percent of the shoulder weapons used 
by the Union Army.” They consisted 
largely of .577-caliber Enfields, 
Belgium .69-caliber muskets, Prussian 
smoothbore .69- and .70-caliber 
muskets, Austrian .54-caliber rifles and 
.70-caliber smoothbore muskets. “At 
the battle of Gettysburg, 31 percent 
of the Army of the Potomac’s 239 
regiments were armed solely with 
imported arms while an additional 
22 percent were armed in part with 
European weapons.”

In spite of the Union blockade of 
the South, the Confederacy purchased 
approximately 500,000 small arms 
from abroad. The .577 Enfield became 
the South’s standard infantry rifle, 
with the .54 Austrian Lorenz rifle 
being probably the second most 
issued imported arm. As the war 
progressed, the salvage of arms left on 
the battlefield became a major source 
of small arms for the Confederacy, 
and it is estimated that approximately 
250,000 small arms were recovered by 
the South, many of them foreign made.

The production and distribution 
of ammunition for both sides must 
have been a nightmare. Imagine the 
logistics of supplying cartridges for 
.52-, .54-, .58-, .64-, .69-, .70-, .71-, 
.72-, .73-, .74-, .75- and .79-caliber 
shoulder arms! Yet, both ordnance 
departments did it.

Writing in January, 1861 to the 
Secretary of War, Joseph Holt, 
Colonel of Ordnance, H.K. Craig, 
reported the long guns located in US 
arsenals and armories were as follows: 
“Percussion muskets and muskets 
altered to percussion (caliber .69), 
499,554, and percussion rifles (caliber 
.54) 42,011.” He went on to report that 
60,878 of that total had been seized 

by the Confederate states and that a 
further 58,362 rifles and muskets were 
in danger of being seized by the states 
of Georgia and North Carolina.

In the South, the arms located in 
Federal arsenals and depots totaled 
approximately 15,000 rifles and 120,000 
muskets, plus another mixed bag of 
30,000 or so available from state and 
private stores. Adding to the South’s 

HOLT 
BODINSON

CIvIL WAR MAINSTAy
The .577- and .58-caliber rifled 

musket—or was it?

suppose you went marching off to battle in the early 
years of the Civil war. would you be carrying a .58 

springfield or a .577 Enfield rifle? No, you would probably 
have been issued a .69 us smoothbore musket dating 
from 1816 to 1842 or maybe a recently imported surplus 
rifle or smoothbore musket from Austria, Prussia, 
Belgium, Italy or France. Neither the North nor the south 
was prepared or sufficiently stocked with small arms for 
the conflict that was to follow, and the scramble to find 
or manufacture a main infantry battle rifle is one of the 
greatest stories of the war Between the states.

holt and his 
first 1863 
Springfield.

The standard British service musket, the 
.577 3-band Enfield, was used extensively 
by both the South and the North.
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By 1864, both sides were much 
better armed with ample quantities 
of standard .577/.58-caliber rifled 
muskets, the North with the Enfield 
and its Model 1861, 1863 and 1864 
Springfields and the South with 
its 3-band, 2-band, carbine and 
musketoon model Enfields. 

According to author, Claud Fuller, 
in his invaluable reference book, The 
Rifled Musket, the expected level of 
accuracy from a .58 Springfield firing a 
10-shot group was:

4" at 100 yards
9" at 200 yards
11" at 333 yards
18-1/ 2" at 400 yards 
27" at 500 yards

Yet, with this incredible level of 
lethal accuracy from the rifled musket, 
the generals on both sides of this 
fratricidal madness engaged their 
infantry in formations and at distances 
that harkened back to the days of the 
smoothbore musket and its inherent 
inaccuracy on the battlefield. 

The production and distribution 
of standard-caliber ammunition 
ironed itself out as well. The standard 

The .577/.58-caliber rifled muskets, short rifles 
and musketoons were the backbones of the 
Union and confederate forces.

http://www.coltsmfg.com
http://www.zanottiarmor.com
http://www.americancopmagazine.com
http://www.americanhandgunner.com
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From replica firearms of yesteryear to today’s
blackpowder hunting and sport equipment...
Dixie’s 2011 catalog is packed with more
than 10,000 items including blackpowder
shooting supplies, antique gun parts, and
accouterments.

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE 
AND EXPERTISE 
GUARANTEED

VIEW ITEMS AND ORDER ONLINE!  
www.dixiegunworks.com 

Major credit cards accepted
FOR ORDERS ONLY (800) 238-6785

DIXIE GUN WORKS, INC. 
P.O. Box 130    Dept. 2   Union City,  TN 38281
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E-MAIL: info@dixiegunworks.com 
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Everything Blackpowder

ONLINE!
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advancement of firearms technology, 
and although the genuine CW milsurps 
are a bit too pricey to shoot, the modern 
reproductions give us some invaluable 
insight into just how effective those old 
war horses really were.   

DIXIE GUN WORkS
1412 W. REELFOOT AVE., UNION CITY, TN 38261

(800) 238-6785
WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/DIXIEGUNWORkS

S&S FIREARMS
74-11 MYRTLE AVE., GLENDALE, NY 11385

(718) 497-1100
WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/SS-FIREARMS

FURTHER READING
FirearMS FroM eUrope, 2Nd editioN BY 

JAMES B. WHISkER, DANIEL D. HARTZLER AND 
LARRY W. YANTZ, HARDCOVER, 192 PAGES, 

©2002, $42.50, AVAILABLE FROM LARRY YANTZ, 
(814) 623-6505, E-MAIL: 

LWYANTZ@EMBARqMAIL.COM.

the riFled MUSket BY CLAUD E. FULLER. 
HARDCOVER, 302 PAGES, ©1958, OP, TRY: 

WWW.ABEBOOkS.COM.

roUNd Ball to riMFire BY DEAN S. THOMAS. 
IN 4 VOLUMES. (THE DEFINITIVE WORkS ON CIVIL 

WAR AMMUNITION. INCREDIBLE RESEARCH 
AND ILLUSTRATIONS. VOL. 1 IS DEVOTED TO 
FEDERAL SMALL ARMS AMMUNITION. VOL. 
2 ON FEDERAL BREECHLOADING CARBINES 
AND RIFLES. VOL. 3 ON FEDERAL PISTOLS, 

REVOLVERS AND MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS. VOL. 
4 COVERS CONFEDERATE AMMUNITION), $35-

$55, © THOMAS PUBLICATIONS, P.O. BOX 3031, 
GETTYSBURG, PA 17325, (717) 642-6600, WWW.

THOMASPUBLICATIONS.COM

.58-caliber cartridge was based around 
a 3-groove Minié bullet, weighing 500 
grains, propelled by 60 or 65 grains of 
musket powder, producing a velocity 
of 950 fps.

Initially, the North loaded both .577 
and .58-caliber cartridges, settling later 
in the war for a single-caliber cartridge 
for both the Enfield and Springfield 
featuring a .574" Minié bullet. There 
were also some intriguing, short-lived 
experiments with .58-caliber projectiles 
during the war, namely the Gardiner 
exploding bullet, the telescoping, 
Shaler 3-piece bullet and the Williams 
scraper bullet that featured a zinc 
cleaning disk attached to its base.

And then there was the Bodinson 
plaster-of-Paris bullet. 

Around age 11, I was permitted 
to put back into firing condition an 
1863 Springfield, belonging to my 
Confederate side of the family. A Civil 
War surplus nipple, nipple wrench, 
mainspring, mainspring vice, rear-
sight screw tool, bullet worm, cap 
box and sling were duly ordered from 
Bannerman’s for what today would be 
considered pennies. Musket caps and 
black powder were locally available. 
All I lacked was a bullet mould, having 
never heard of Turner Kirkland and 
his Dixie Gun Works.

In those days, we kids fashioned 
everything out of plaster-of-Paris and 
so I rolled out some plaster-of-Paris 
round balls and elongated bullets and 
rammed them down over 60 or so 
grains of FFg. Figuring the bullets 
would do no harm, I fired the first 
shots inside an unused chicken coop 
where I had painted a white bull’s-eye 
on one cinder block wall. The results 
can be imagined. Much to my chagrin, 
not one carefully crafted projectile ever 
reached that cinder block wall, but I 
did succeed in laying down a very fine 
coating of plaster-of-Paris dust all over 
that chicken coop. 

Yes, I did finally locate a .58-caliber 
roundball mould and spent many 
happy days afield in my teens with a 
series of Civil War muskets, the last 
being a mint condition “Trenton” 
musket I sold for the princely sum of 
$38.50. 

Now celebrating the 150th 
Anniversary of the Civil War, we are 
blessed with an incredible array of 
quality, modern reproductions of the 
most significant small arms used in that 
war, as well as an immense selection of 
bullet forms. Leafing through the Dixie 
Gun Works or S&S Firearms catalogs 
and looking over the Civil War gear 
available to us today is a history lesson 
in itself. 

In any case, we’ll revisit Civil 
War firearms from time-to-time. 
They represent a watershed in the 

The English Enfield locks (above) are elegant 
compared to the Springfield-type.
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fire Lapping

Q: In the May issue, John Barsness 
talks of using fire-lapping 

bullets to remove rust (page 39, left 
column). After spending 30 years in 
the Marine Corps as an ordnance 
officer, I would like to know what 
“fire-lapping bullets” are. 

Neil Goddard 
Fuquay Varina, N.C.

The NEcO Economy abrasives kit allows you 
to “roll your own” fire-lapping bullets. The kit 
contains the lab grade abrasives in paste form, 
steel rolling/imbedding plates, 10 soft lead 
slugging bullets for checking progress and a 
thorough instruction manual. The kit contain 
enough compounds to fire-lap 10 firearms and is 
available in your choice of caliber.

A: Fire lapping is a process where 
bullets are treated with a mild 

abrasive and then fired down the 
bore to smooth-up rough spots in the 
rifling. It is especially useful in barrels 
dark from corrosive priming, which 
foul quickly. Even in new barrels, 
it can allow more shots to be fired 
between cleanings and faster clean up.

The NECO website has a history 
of the pressure-lapping process 
often called fire-lapping today, and 
offers tips on when it should be 
employed and what the benefits are. 
Fire-Lapping kits with abrasives to 
make your own fire-lapping bullets 
or bullets ready for handloading are 
available from NECO.

Bullets or ammunition treated 

already with the abrasive, called Final 
Finish and TMS (Throat Maintenance 
System—bullets only) are available 
from Superior Shooting Systems.

NECO
108 ARDMORE WAY, BENICIA, CA 94510

(800) 451-3550
WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/NECO

 
SUPERIOR SHOOTING SYSTEMS

P.O. BOX 1211, CANADIAN, TX 79014
(806) 323-9488

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/SUPERIOR-
SHOOTING-SYSTEMS-INC

Auto vs. Sixgun

Q: I’m now the proud owner 
of my first “cowboy gun,” a 

Ruger S/S Blackhawk Bisley, .45 Colt, 
5-1/2" barrel, complete with an extra 
cylinder in .45 ACP. The use of .45 
ACP in a revolver has set me thinking 
and scratching my head. Comparing 
a typical 1911 with a 5" barrel to my 
revolver, is there an improvement in 
ballistics when the same cartridge 
is used in a revolver, compared to 
the semiauto? What percentage of 
improvement might be observed when 
there is no semi-auto mechanism to be 
operated by the cartridge?

Art Schubert
Reno, Nevada

A: Actually, the action of the 
semi-auto doesn’t “use up” any 

velocity, and the “closed” chamber 
should actually cause a slight increase 
in velocity over a revolver, due to 
the revolver’s barrel/cylinder gap. By 
chance I had a 5" S&W 1917 laying 
on my desk when I got your note, Art. 
So I dug out a 5" Springfield Armory 
1911 and a few rounds of Federal 
230-grain Hi-Shok and 230-grain .45 
ACP ball rounds and adjourned to my 
backyard here. 

Over the chronograph, the 1917 
averaged around 825 fps with ball 
and 758 with the Federal. The 1911 
averaged 855 with ball and 836 with 
Federal. So in my less-than-scientific 
experiment, the revolver’s cylinder/
barrel gap did cause a bit of gas loss, 
reducing velocity by a tad. Nothing to 
worry about though, as any of those 
velocities will perform just fine in the 
.45 ACP.—Roy Huntington

Due to the volume of mail 
received, GUNS cannot offer 

a personal reply. Please 
e-mail your question to ed@

gunsmagazine.com or snail mail 
to: GUNS Q&A, 12345 World 

Trade Dr., San Diego, CA 92128

• JEff JOhN •

http://www.wickedgrips.com
http://www.gripwerx.com
http://www.ftknox.com


organic targets containing fluid—
making it exceedingly lethal, as I was 
to find out on the hunt.

Game Hammer
On game, the DRT bullet is 

designed to penetrate 1-1/2" to 2" and 
then disintegrate along a trajectory 
of 10" creating a permanent wound 
cavity 6" to 8" in diameter. To 
control penetration and frangibility 
on game, Beal optimizes the 
thickness of the jacket and inserts 
a calibrated cup inside the cavity of 
the hollowpoint which can be clearly 
seen in the photograph of the .460 
S&W ammunition. In describing 
the performance of the bullet, Beal 
stresses the role of centrifugal force, 
pointing out the dense, powdered 
titanium core, which ensures the jacket 
will rupture violently and completely, 
expending all of its energy within an 
organic target.

Holt Bodinson 

By any other moniker, it might be known as a “magic” 
bullet. It defies what we’ve come to accept logically 

as the ideal construction of an effective bullet. Frankly, 
when I first heard about Dynamic Research Technologies’ 
unique bullet, I was skeptical. Yet, after joining Smith & 
Wesson for a deer and hog hunt on the Chain Land and 
Cattle Co.’s property in Oklahoma, I came away convinced 
DRT’s projectiles fill a unique niche in the world of 
exterior ballistics; and, when your ammunition boxes 
carry the photos of the shapely and well-armed Mandrell 
sisters, believe me, you are unique. 

Invented by Harold Beal, a big-
bore competitive shooter and air-
show aviator, the DRT bullet is 
currently protected by 29 patents. 
This intriguing bullet consists of a 
traditional-looking, hollowpoint 
copper jacket and a compressed, 
lead-free, powdered titanium core. 
It is highly frangible and also is 

extraordinarily accurate. 
On hard targets, the bullet simply 

disintegrates into powder. In fact, you 
can shoot it safely at a sheet of steel 
set only paces from the end of your 
muzzle. In short, it will not ricochet, 
even at extended ranges. Beal’s secret 
is he has been able to control the 
frangibility of the DRT bullet in 

Smith & Wesson’s new piston-driven carbine 
is light, handy and just perfect for the hunt.

With its match barrel and trigger, S&W’s 
M&P15 “enhanced” is a highly refined AR.
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On medium-size game, (left) the new frangible 
DRT 60-grain .223 load was absolutely reliable. 
Calibrated cups inside the hollowpoints of 
these 222-grain .460 S&W rounds (above) are 
used to control the point of expansion of the 
DRT bullets. DRT knows how to package their 
goods! The firm’s box art (below) features two 
of the well-armed Mandrell sisters.
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Since DRT was going to be 
supplying 60-grain, .223 ammunition 
for the hunt, it gave me the 
opportunity to make a comparison 
check on two very different S&W 
M&P15s I had wanted to do for 
months: One, a Plain Jane piston 
model; actually the M&P15PS 
model with a round handguard, 16" 
barrel, standard trigger, mounted 
with a 3-9X Burris Fullfield II scope; 
the other, a Performance Center 
“enhanced” traditional gas gun, the 
Model M&P15PC, with a 20" match 
barrel, superb match trigger, 
mounted with a Burris 3.5-
10X Fullfield II. 

As a hunter, I am definitely 
weight adverse when it comes 
to carrying ARs in the field. 
Without scopes, the piston 
model weighs 6.5 pounds 
and the enhanced model, 8 
pounds, 2 ounces. Adding a 
scope and mounts will increase 
those weights by 1-1/4 to 2 
pounds. The question in my 
mind was how well the lighter 
piston model would perform 
when compared to a fully 
“enhanced” M&P15. 

As you can see from 
the comparative 100-yard 
targets shot with DRT’s 
highly-accurate, 60-grain 
ammunition, the little 
M&P15PS held its own in 

and one in back of the head. He had 
covered maybe 20 yards before the 
head shot downed him. The shoulder 
shot revealed extensive damage to the 
lungs and a lot of secondary bone 
fragments. The second deer taken was 
a doe at 75 yards. She was heart shot 
and covered 20 yards before expiring. 
Again, there was extensive internal 
damage to the heart and lungs and no 
exit wound. The third animal I took 
was a medium-sized boar, shot at 40 
yards with a S&W 460 XVR. The 
load was a 1,800 fps handload with 

a 222-grain DRT bullet. The 
boar was lung shot. There 
was a small 3/4" entry wound, 
sizable damage to the lungs, 
and a 1" exit wound created—
not by the bullet—but by 
a shattered and protruding 
rib bone. He covered 
approximately 50 yards before 
expiring.

In terms of terminal 
performance on medium-
size game, the DRT bullet 
gets the job done, but there’s 
nothing magic about it. It 
just performs quite differently 
than the bullets we are used to.

Probably its highest and 
best use will be in personal 
defense and law enforcement 
ammunition where you 
don’t want projectiles that 
over penetrate, exit, ricochet 

terms of out-of-the-box accuracy. 
It proved to be fast handling, a 
joy to carry in the field and when 
disassembled at the end of the hunt, 
far, far cleaner than any direct gas 
impingement model. I do like these 
new piston designs!

In terms of DRT bullet 
performance, the powdered-core 
bullets did an adequate job on deer 
and boar. Using the 60-grain .223 
load with a velocity of 2,840 fps, I 
placed two quick shots in a running 
buck at 90 yards—one in the shoulder 

The Smith & Wesson hunt was taking place in 
mid-winter and temperatures were expected 
to be in the teens during the morning. Since 

we would be doing a lot of sitting, I had a perfect 
opportunity to try out some of Coleman’s new 
winter wear. 

The name “Coleman” doesn’t immediately 
generate images of clothing in most people’s 
minds, but their line of hunting apparel leaves 
nothing to be desired in terms of design and 
outstanding quality for the money.

On the morning hunts, I wore their new 3-in-1 
parka and bib overalls. The parka consists of two 
main elements—the insulated parka shell which is 
treated with Coleman’s “Weathertec” system that 
insures the parka is waterproof yet breathable, and 
an inner windproof fleece liner with an extended 
collar that keeps the back of your neck warm. 

The only thing cold on those chilly mornings was 
the aluminum handguard on my M&P15.

This is fabulous cold weather gear and at 
$199.99, the parka is a steal.

The Coleman Company, InC.
3600 n. hydraulIC ST., WIChITa, KS 67219

(800) 835-3278, WWW.gunSmagazIne.Com/Coleman

Coleman’s new 
Hunting ClotHing line

Coleman’s parka may give you the profile of 
Santa Claus, but you’ll be toasty warm.

The S&W 460 XVR was 
quite capable of placing 
four shots in 1-1/2" at 50 
yards with the .460 S&W 
222-grain DRT load.
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or otherwise endanger innocent 
bystanders, but you do want that 
perp firmly rooted to the ground. 
What impressed me the most about 
the DRT bullets was their accuracy in 
both the Smith & Wesson M&P15 and 
460 XVR revolver. 

Just announced publicly is news 
that CorBon has signed an exclusive 
arrangement with DRT to load DRT 
bullets across the whole CorBon line 
of handgun and rifle ammunition. As 
CorBon’s CEO, Peter Pi, remarked to 
me, “The DRT is one bullet that does 
it all.” 

ChaIn land & CaTTle Company
hunTIng offICe
(580) 886-5985 

WWW.gunSmagazIne.Com/ChaIn-ranCh

CorBon
1311 InduSTry rd., STurgIS, Sd 57785

(605) 347-4544
WWW.gunSmagazIne.Com/CorBon

dynamIC reSearCh TeChnologIeS, llC
405 n. lyon ST.

granT CITy, mo 64456
(660) 564-2331

WWW.gunSmagazIne.Com/drT-ammo

SmITh & WeSSon
2100 rooSevelT ave.

SprIngvIlle, ma 01104
(800) 331-0852

WWW.gunSmagazIne.Com/SmITh-WeSSon

Firing DRT’s 60-grain .223 Remington load, the 
piston carbine (above) gave up nothing to the 
Performance Center’s enhanced model (below) 
at 100 yards.

Since 2004, the Pride Fowler pat-
ented RAPID RETICLE system has given 
riflemen the ability to engage multiple 
targets at variable distances without 

manual adjustments. PFI optics has been 
combat tested and proven by military, 

LE, and competition marksmen worldwide. 
Precision shooting is now easier than 

ever with the NEW RAPID RANGING fea-
ture that allows instant target ranging. 

Many imitators try but nothing comes 
close to the original Rapid Reticle.

Please visit our website for more details.

US Military
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RR-900-4SOPS-33MM RR-CQLR-1 RR-800-1SOPS-COMPACT
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2009 USPSA Multi-gun Nationals
2010 MGM Iron Man 3 Guns
2010 Surefire International
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Maggie Reese:
2009 & 2010 USPSA Multi-gun

 National Champion
John Pride:

4-time Bianchi Cup Champion

W91CRB-09-D-0074
M20133-07-M-3125
N00244-06-P-1971
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The CZ 75 B comes with 
two 16-shot magazines. 
The holster, in exotic 
leather, is by Mitch Rosen.
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 With the collapse of the Soviet 
bloc and removal of trade barriers, 
along with the return of the Czech 
Republic, CZ firearms have become 
far more affordable. How long such 
prices can be maintained I can’t say, 
but currently CZ 75 pistols (and CZ 
firearms in general) are remarkable 
values.

Personally I’m impervious to 
surface appearances and am totally 
practical. The only reason I own 
Colt Pythons, pre-war S&Ws and 
Weatherby Mark V rifles is for their 
performance. Or so I tell myself. And 
yet when I visited the CZ display at 
the last SHOT Show I headed straight 
for the glittering, high-polish stainless 
steel CZ 75 B.

It’s probably my imagination, but 
when I picked it up I thought I heard 
the “snap” of a trap being released. I 
promptly called my editor to outline 
all the rational reasons for an article. 
“I want the sparkly! Please, let me 
have an assignment to write about the 
sparkly!”

OK, enough of the shiny talk. I 
know you don’t care about such things 
and I’m insulting your intelligence 
by dwelling on it. You want to know 
how it works. Not surprisingly, with a 
proven good design, well executed; it 
works just fine.

The Works
The “B” designation indicates 

a positive firing-pin block, cleared 
when the trigger is pulled. The block 
prevents firing should the pistol be 
dropped. Otherwise it is the standard 
CZ 75 operating system, using the 

classic tilt-lock design. Lugs on top 
of the barrel lock into recesses in 
the slide, with unlocking/locking 
controlled by an enclosed cam track 
on the bottom of the barrel.

An obvious feature is the “reverse-
slide rails” in which rails in the frame 
fit grooves in the slide. Slide/frame 
fit is very good with little vertical or 
horizontal play. Barrel fit is likewise 
very good with little apparent play at 
either muzzle or breech.

The CZ 75 can function as a 
traditional double-action/single-

action pistol. It can be carried with 
hammer down. The first shot is fired 
with one long DA pull, with subsequent 
shots fired SA. Alternatively it can be 
carried cocked and locked, with all 
shots fired SA.

This was a very big deal when the 
pistol first appeared, though it is not 
so unusual today. The ambidextrous 
safety is well located. It does not 
function as a hammer drop. To get 
to the DA start position the hammer 
must be manually lowered by the 
shooter, an operation to be carried 
out with great circumspection. The 
manual safety can also be applied 
when the hammer is forward, and 
does not lock the slide.

The CZ 75 trigger is a sound, 
well-proven design. I have a couple 
of CZ clones which I used for IPSC 
competition back in the ’90s, with 
triggers tuned to a really outstanding 
pull. Even out of the box I’ve found 

ThE CZ 75 B 9mm 
pErfOrms as gOOd as IT LOOks.

ThE CZ 75 B 9mm 
pErfOrms as gOOd as IT LOOks.

DAvE ANDERSON
PHOTOS: ROBBIE BARRKMAN

I’ve long admired the CZ 75 pistol. I rank it as one of the 
top-three classic auto-pistol designs, along with the 

1911 and the Browning Hi-Power. I can remember when 
importing a CZ 75 was a lengthy, expensive process, 
costing around $900 at a time when a Python or Colt SAA 
cost around $400.
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CZ 75 pulls to be generally acceptable. 
I’ve noticed they seem to smooth up 
with use, rather like my older S&W 
revolvers.

Trigger Pull
The double-action pull on the 

test pistol weighed 11-1/4 pounds, 
with trigger travel from “at rest” to 
sear release of 5/8". Trigger reset 
movement was 1/4" and was very 
quick. The single-action pull weighed 
5-1/2 pounds with about 1/4" take-
up and another 1/8" movement to 
sear release. Out of the box I could 
feel a couple of little “steps,” which 
smoothed up after a couple of 
hundred DA dry-fire pulls. If  it were 
my gun, I’d probably have the SA pull 
reduced to around 4 pounds.

The hammer-forged barrel 
measures 4.72" and has conventional 
6-groove rifling with right-hand twist 
of 1:9.84". If  you are wondering 
why they couldn’t just pick an even 
number, in fact they did, but using the 
metric system. In metric terms, twist 
is 1:25cm. 

The design, parts fit and overall 
fine workmanship of the CZ 75 make 
for generally good accuracy. The test 
pistol was no exception with 5-shot, 
25-yard groups averaging around 
2". I ran around 400 rounds through 
the pistol, ranging from moderately 
priced Black Hills blue-box loads with 
124-grain FMJ bullets, through JHPs 
from Black Hills, Federal, Hornady 
and Speer, in bullet weights from 115 
to 147 grains, both standard and +P 
loads. There were no malfunctions, 
which didn’t surprise me in the least. 

The sights are black with a 3-dot 
insert pattern (tritium night sights are 
optional) and mounted in dovetail 
cuts in the slide. The dovetail cut for 
the front sight is from the front of the 
slide rather than horizontal. The sight 
is further secured with a cross pin. 
It’s a secure system which still allows 
the owner to replace the front sight if  
desired.

Few high-capacity auto pistols 
can match the feel of the CZ 75 grip, 
at least for those with average size 
hands or larger. There’s a nicely styled 
“beavertail” to prevent hammer bite. 
The grip shape and the reverse-rail 
slide, help get the hand high on the 
pistol, close to boreline. The black 
composite grip panels are comfortable 
as well. They are secured by Philips-
head screws. (Personally I wouldn’t 
have a Philips-head screw on a gun. 
Just not done, old chap.)

No full-size, all-steel 9mm is going 
to kick much anyway, but the high 
grip minimizes muzzle rise and makes 
for fast recoil recovery. Combine this 
with the snappy trigger reset, and 

The CZ 75 B (above) can be carried cocked-and-locked, shot as a single-action auto. The hammer 
must be carefully manually lowered over a live round to fire the first shot double action. The 
slide rides on internal rails, giving the pistol a sleek appearance (below, left) enhanced by the 
well-done high polish. The CZ 75 B’s generous beavertail (below, right) prevents hammer bite and 
the grip angle is as comfortable as a 16-shot 9mm can be for most shooters. The pistol is offered 
with an ambidextrous safety.
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Raccoons love shiny objects. We don’t know why. How 
do you catch a raccoon? Use something shiny as bait. 
How do you catch a handgunner’s attention? Use a shiny 

handgun as bait.
I know, we’re all very practical. We prefer low-key, non-

reflective matte finishes. We’re all sober, sensible, conservative 
people. Glitter and glamour don’t affect us at all. So we say, and 
it may even be true. But there’s a raccoon strain in us as well.

You know it’s true. The Colt Python is functionally no 
different than the early (and less common) Colt Trooper but in 
similar condition it sells for maybe twice as much. Oh, shooters 
say it’s the accurate barrels and honed actions of the Python 
that make the difference, but since hardly anyone actually 
shoots them such things don’t matter. It’s the beautiful, 
gleaming royal blue finish driving demand.

The same comments could be made about the highly-
polished S&W Model 27 revolver compared to the (otherwise 
identical) matte-finished Model 28. The early Weatherby Mark 
V rifles had high polished, gleaming metal components and a 
shiny epoxy finish on the stocks. Rifle enthusiasts talked about 
the powerful Weatherby cartridges, but it was the shiny rifles 
that stopped traffic in gun shops.



CZ 75 B 
MAkeR: CZ-USA
P.O. BOx 171073

kAnSAS CITY, kS 66117
(800) 955-4486

WWW.GUnSMAGAZIne.COM/CZ-USA

ACTION TyPE:
Locked breech, DA/SA semi-auto

CAlIBER:
9mm Luger
CAPACITy:

16
BARREl:

4.72" 
OvERAll lENGTH:

8.11"
MATERIAl:

Stainless steel frame and slide
HEIGHT:

5.43"
WIDTH:

1.38"
WEIGHT:

35.8 ounces
SIGHTS:

Fixed, 3-dot 
RETAIl:

$699

The magazine 
release, slide release 
and ambidextrous 
thumb safety are all 
easily accessible by 
the right thumb.
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the CZ 75 is a pistol, which can get a 
lot of rounds on target very quickly. 
Operating controls (safety and 
magazine release) are ideally placed. 
Fieldstripping for routine cleaning 
is fast and easy. Overall parts fit and 
workmanship is excellent, and the 
polishing is really well done.

Variations
Currently the stainless steel model 

is offered in 9mm only. There are far 
too many variations to list, but there 
are alloy-framed compacts, blue and 
nickeled models in 9mm and .40 S&W, 
models with accessory frame rails, 
polymer-framed versions and the CZ 
97 variation in .45 ACP. 

I can find little to criticize about 
this pistol. As mentioned, I’d like a bit 
lighter SA pull. I also like frontstrap 
checkering or stippling for a more 
secure grip. A few cents worth of 
skateboard tape will work about as 
well. Angus Hobdell’s CZ Custom 
Shop can provide a wide array of 
parts and service (including hex-head 
grip screws to replace the Philips-head 
screws). Few in the world know the 
CZ as well as Angus, or can shoot it 
as well. 

According to the CZ website (and 
I have no reason to doubt), the CZ 75 
is used by more military and police 
agencies worldwide than any other 
pistol. In Europe and other parts of 
the world, the CZ 75 is widely used 
in competition, and is increasingly 
popular with US competitors.

Other than the 1911, the CZ 75 
has probably been copied more than 
any design. CZ clones have won world 
IPSC championships in the hands of 
Doug Koenig and Eric Grauffel. 

And this high-polish sparkly? Well, 
I just paid my taxes and money is tight 
but this one will be hard to ship back. 
With some fancy wood grips and an 
equally fancy black carved holster/
belt/mag pouch it would make a great 
barbecue rig (my Texas friends tell 
me someone not from the Lone Star 
state should even talk about barbecue, 
much less barbecue rigs). 

Seriously, a pistol which is 
extremely reliable, durable, accurate, 
easy to shoot well and fast, needs 
no further justification. The fact it is 
gorgeous is just a bonus. 

ghoST produCTS (Cz CuSTom)
1008 S. CenTer ST., meSa, az 85210

(480) 969-1311
WWW.gunSmagazIne.Com/Cz-CuSTom

mITCh roSen gunleaTher
540 no. CommerCIal ST.
manCheSTer, nh 03101

(603) 647-2971
WWW.gunSmagazIne.Com/mITCh-roSenO
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The following are traits of a 
“standard” 19th century Winchester 
lever-action carbine. They had a 
slightly curved steel buttplate, steel 
bands securing the forearm and 
magazine tube to the barrel, a flip up 
“ladder-type” rear sight and a front 
sight pinned to a stud atop the barrel. 
Of course carbines had short, light, 
round barrels of 20" to 22" depending 
on exact model. 

Now, let me describe a “standard” 
Winchester lever-action rifle of that 
era. They had a crescent-shaped 
steel buttplate, a forearm with a steel 
cap and both front and rear sights 
were dovetailed into the barrel. Also 
regarding the rear sight, usually they 
were of the buckhorn variety with 
elevation being provided by a notched 
slider. Depending on exact model, 
barrel lengths would have ranged 
from 24" to 28". 

(Here’s an interesting little fact. 
According to The Winchester Book 
by the late George Madis, only one 
of every five Winchester Model 1886s 
had a round barrel. The other four 
had octagon barrels even though that 
was an extra cost option.)

What Do you Need?
Let’s return to the short-rifle 

concept. Not every shooter/hunter 
during the heyday of Winchester lever 
guns felt the need for a long barrel. 
They added weight and the extra sight 
radius wasn’t needed for the modest 
effective hunting ranges offered by 
open sights and the high trajectories 
of black-powder powered cartridges. 
Therefore, Winchester allowed buyers 
to order “short rifles.” In essence, such 
buyers wanted the crescent buttplate 
and dovetailed sights of rifles, but 
didn’t want the barrel bands or very 
lightweight barrels of carbines. So 
a Winchester lever gun in the “short 
rifle” configuration was precisely that. 
It wasn’t a carbine. It was a rifle with 
a shorter than standard-length barrel. 

The prices of Winchester lever guns 
of that era can only make us laugh 
today, perhaps laugh a bit sadly. A 
standard Winchester Model 1886 with 
round barrel 26" long was priced at 
$19.50 in the company’s 1899 catalog. 
The same rifle with an octagon barrel 
was $21. Now get this: Order your 

Mike “Duke” venturino
Photos: yvonne venturino

Short rifle: Isn’t that what a carbine is? In fact, my 
tattered old desk dictionary says that is so. But in 

regards to Winchester Repeating Arms of the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries a short rifle was a beast of its own. 
Here’s the deal. Look at any vintage Winchester carbine 
from Model 1866 to 1895 and you will see features specific 
to that genre. 

The 1886 Short Rifle fed and functioned 
flawlessly during the test. Note the spinning, 
ejected cartridge case is a blur just in front of 
Duke’s forehead on it’s way over his shoulder.

The new Winchester Model 1886 Short Rifle 
features a 24" round .45-70 barrel, finished in 
full blue, with an oil-finished American walnut 
stock. Alas, the maker of the knife is unknown. 
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Winchester Model 1886 rifle with a 
shorter than standard barrel and the 
price remained the same. In other 
words, a custom request cost no extra. 
That should make today’s shooters 
feel sad too. 

Back To The Future
Now let’s jump into the 21st 

century. A Winchester Model 1886 
“short rifle” is once again available. It 
is manufactured by Miroku of Japan 
and imported into the United States 
by Browning Arms Company of 
Morgan, Utah. 

This new Winchester ’86 is a 
handsome rifle right out of the box. 
Wood is straight-grain American 
walnut with oil finish, as would have 
been standard over 100 years ago 
on the same type of Winchester. 
All exterior metal parts are given a 
deep blue finish with good polish 
underneath. Up until serial number 
122,000 (about 1901) Winchester 
color case-hardened the receivers of 
Model 1886s. Thereafter they were 
blued as with this new one. 

Sights on the new “short rifle” 
are typical Winchester. The rear 
is a buckhorn-type dovetailed in 
the barrel with notched slider for 
elevation adjustment. Front sight is 
a brass bead-type also dovetailed to 
the barrel as is proper. Somebody was 
paying attention when they regulated 
the sights on my sample ’86 short rifle. 
With the slider in its lowest notch 
it puts 300-grain Remington and 
Winchester factory loads precisely 
to point of aim. And I didn’t have to 
fiddle with drifting the front sight. It 
was centered up too. 

Caliber
According to George Madis’ book 

mentioned previously, Winchester 
offered as a sort of sub-standard for 
“short rifles” barrel lengths of 20", 22" 
and 24". This new Winchester comes 
with a 24" round barrel. (Personally 
I would have preferred 20"; my very 

first ’86 Winchester started as a full-
length rifle but was cut back to that 
length. I still have it.) With a full-
length magazine its capacity is 7 
rounds. At this point perhaps I should 
mention caliber, as if  most readers 
have not already guessed, it is .45-
70 Government. That is right and 
proper, as that was one of the three 
introductory cartridges for the Model 
1886 upon its advent. The other two 
were .45-90 and .40-82. 

(Here is an aside that I consider 
mandatory for novices to gain some 
understanding of the 10 cartridges 
for which original Winchester Model 
1886s were chambered. They came in 
five bore sizes: .33, .38, .40, .45 and 
.50. Then there were two case lengths 
for each bore size excluding .33 and 
.50. Those were all either 2.10" or 
2.40". Hence, in .38 caliber there were 
.38-56 and .38-70; in .40 caliber there 
were .40-65, .40-70 and .40-82 and 
in .45 caliber there were .45-70 and 
.45-90. In .33 caliber there was only a 
2.10" case and in .50 caliber there was 
only a 2.40" chamber offered. Again 
except for the .50 caliber, all of those 
cartridges used the standard .45-70 
case-head dimension.)

Safety, Safety
With its 24" barrel the new ’86 

“short rifle” measures 43-1/4" long. 
Length of pull is 13" and weight 
is 8-1/4 pounds. As taken from the 
box, trigger-pull weight was 6-1/4 
pounds. Now, let’s get the features 
out in the open since so many 
traditionalists object to with “new” 
Winchester lever guns. Those are the 
safety and rebounding hammer. As 
we all recognize (or should) these 
are mandated by lawyers. Original 
Winchester ’86s relied on the 
hammer’s half-cock notch as a safety, 
aided by the users’ brain power. That 
won’t do today so there is a fairly 
unobtrusive safety inlet into the rifle’s 
tang. Pushed forward, the new “short 
rifle” is off  safe and will fire when the 

Duke tested the new Winchester Model 
1886 Short Rifle with .45-70 factory loads 
from Black Hills (405-grain lead), Remington 
and Winchester (both 300-grain jacketed 
softpoints).

Duke had no problem shooting very nice 
3-shot 100-yard groups with the new 
Winchester Model 1886 Short Rifle (above), 
however, he attributes the flyers in the 5-shot 
groups to his aging eyes and not a problem 
with the rifle itself.

Duke’s original Model 1886 Winchester .40-82 (top) was altered 
by a previous owner to “short rifle” configuration by cutting 
the barrel to 20". The new Winchester Model 1886 Short Rifle 
(bottom) is chambered for .45-70 and has a 24" barrel.
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involved that I consider a personal 
one. That is that my eyes are aging and 
it shows up when using open sights 
on paper targets. I can generally still 
shoot reasonable 3-shot groups but 
by the time 5 rounds are fired I get at 
least one flyer. I attribute that to the 
fact that the front sight is fading in my 
eyesight. Evidence of that is the flyer 
is almost always high or low; directly 
at 12 o’clock or 6 o’clock. 

Functioning of the new ’86 was 
perfect, as I have come to expect of all 
the Miroku recreations of Winchester 
lever guns. In fact, this rifle ejects cases 
smartly; right over the shooter’s head 
and piles them up neatly behind him. 

In the past few years I’ve fired 
thousands of rounds through a wide 
variety of World War II military rifle 
cartridges, such as .30-06, .303 British 
and 8mm Mauser. My shooting 
with lever guns of any sort has been 
almost non-existent. Therefore, I 
was surprised by the level of recoil 
delivered by this rifle. Of course 
the steel crescent-shaped buttplate 
accentuates recoil, but I had forgotten 
just how hard a 300-grain bullet at 
1,900 fps pushes your shoulder. 

Quite often I’ve had shooters who 
have never owned a single lever-action 
rifle in their lives, say something like 
this: “The only lever gun I’ve always 

trigger is pulled. Pulled rearwards, 
the rifle is in safe condition and the 
hammer can’t then reach the firing 
pin. It will still fall when the trigger is 
pulled but it can’t reach the firing pin. 
Also the hammer rebounds every time 
it falls so it is never just resting down 
against the firing pin. 

Personally, I can accept the tang-
mounted safety, being willing to settle 
for “what is” instead of “what was” 
or “what should be.” The reality is 
“no safety, no more lever guns.” My 
only objection is that it precludes the 
mounting of a tang-type peep sight 
as was so popular on 19th century 
lever guns. However, the left side of 
the receiver is drilled and tapped so 
a receiver mounted peep sight can 
be fitted. In fact, that first and sole 
remaining original Winchester ’86 in 
my collection has one of those Lyman 
Model 21 receiver sights. 

My shooting of the new ’86 short 
rifle was limited to three .45-70 factory 
loads. They were 300-grain jacketed 
ones by Winchester and Remington 
and a 405-grain lead flatnose by Black 
Hills Ammunition. Velocities of the 
two jacketed loads were 1,937 fps and 
1,863 fps respectively. The BHA lead-
bullet factory load was doing 1,244 
fps. All three loads shot with adequate 
precision, but there was one factor 

Duke’s single remaining original Winchester 
Model 1886 carried a Lyman Model 21 
receiver-mounted peep sight.

The new Winchester Model 1886’s steel-
crescent buttplate is a close replica of the 
one found on Duke’s original Winchester 
Model 1886. 

Kahr Arms is pleased to kick off their newest series of Kahr pistols - the CM series. 
The new line begins with the Kahr CM9093 which is based on Kahr’s most popu-
lar 3” barrel 9mm model the PM9093. 

The CM9 slide is only .90 inch wide and machined from solid 416 stainless 
slide with a matte fi nish, each gun is shipped with one 6 rd stainless steel 
magazine with a fl ush baseplate. Magazines are USA made, plasma 
welded, tumbled to remove burrs and feature Wolff Gunsprings. The 
magazine catch in the polymer frame is all metal and will not wear 
out on the stainless steel magazine after extended use.

Kahr offers the CM series at a great value price but did not 
compromise on the features, accuracy or reliability found in 
all Kahr pistols.

Factory: 130 Goddard Memorial Drive, Worcester, MA 01603
Sales & Service: 508-795-3919 / Fax: 508-795-7046
Web Address: www.kahr.com

Model: CM9093
MSRP: $565.00

7 rd. Extended magazine optional

American Owned • American Operated • American Made
100% made in America!!
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wanted is ’86 Winchester.” Now is 
their chance to have a good shooter, if  
not a collector’s item. Good original 
Winchester ’86s go for thousands 
nowadays, which is why I’ve sold all 
of mine except for the altered (thus 
less valuable) .40-82 mentioned. The 
Miroku Winchester isn’t cheap either, 
but it’s nowhere near the price of a 
good original, and it probably shoots 
just as good as most of them and 
likely better than some. 

BlaCK hIllS ammunITIon
3050 eglIn ST., rapId CITy, Sd 57703

(605) 348-5150
WWW.gunSmagazIne.Com/

BlaCK-hIllS-ammo 

lyman
475 SmITh ST., mIddleToWn, CT 06457

(860) 632-2020
WWW.gunSmagazIne.Com/lyman-produCTS

remIngTon armS
870 remIngTon dr.

p.o. Box 700 
madISon, nC 27025

(800) 243-9700
WWW.gunSmagazIne.Com/remIngTon-armS

WIllIamS gun SIghT, InC.
p.o. Box 329

davISon, mI 48423
(800) 530-9028

WWW.gunSmagazIne.Com/
WIllIamSgunSIghT

WInCheSTer ammunITIon
600 poWder mIll rd.
eaST alTon, Il 62024

(618) 258-2000
WWW.gunSmagazIne.Com/
WInCheSTer-ammunITIon

MODEl 1886 
SHORT RIFlE 

MAnUFACTUReR: MIROkU OF JAPAn
IMPORTeR: WInCHeSTeR

275 WInCHeSTeR AVe.
MORGAn, UT 84050

(801) 876-2711
WWW.GUnSMAGAZIne.COM/

WInCHeSTeR-RePeATInG-ARMS

ACTION TyPE:
Lever action
CAPACITy:

7
BARREl lENGTH:

24"
OvERAll lENGTH:

43.25"
SIGHTS: 

Buckhorn rear, brass bead front
STOCK:

American walnut, oil finished
FINISH:
Full blue

WEIGHT:
8.25 pounds

PRICE:
$1,269.99

“America’s Finest Handgun Grips”

Adding very little bulk to
the tiny gun’s grip, it provides
a remarkable improvement in
handling. In addition to superior
fit, Pachmayr’s Decelerator 
material delivers recoil reduction 
and enhanced control unmatched by
other slip-on brands. The proprietary
material also provides the right 
flexibility to make installation “a snap”.
No trimming, tearing or hard work is 
needed for a perfect fit.

Palm Swells
Enhance Grip

Tactical Grip Gloves 
Also Available for:
• Glock Compact Series
• Springfield XD, XD(M)
• S&W M&P Series
• SIG P220,226,228,229
• S&W Sigma
• Beretta: 96 FS/D/G, 

92 FS/D/G/SB/F
• CZ 75/85
• Glock 17,20,21,22,

31,34,35,37

For a catalog call 
800-423-9704 or www.pachmayr.com Lyman®

475 Smith St., Middletown, CT 06457 Dept  .

Fill Your Hand!Fill Your Hand! A Lyman Brand

Pachmayr®

New Grip Gloves
Transform Micro Autos:
Ruger LCP, Taurus TCP,
Kel-Tec P-3AT & P32

TACTICALTACTICAL
GRIP GLOVESGRIP GLOVESTM

The secret is in the grip’s 
subtle palm swell.
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This Wyoming pronghorn was taken with an E.R. Shaw 
Mark VII rifle in 6.5-06, capable of sub-MOA groups 
out to 700 yards. To really take advantage of such 
accuracy the scope must be easily adjustable to 
eliminate parallax, the reason for the Leupold Mark 4.
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The desire for super-accuracy began 
after World War II, when post-war 
prosperity, combined with a bunch of 
ex-soldiers who’d discovered they liked 
to shoot, produced a new sport called 
benchrest shooting. Instead of trying to 
hit a bull’s-eye (or beer can), the sport 
revolved around the rifle and shooter’s 
ability to put several bullets into as 
close to the same hole as possible. 

Formal benchrest shooting remains 
a popular sport, and the lessons learned 
about rifles, scopes and ammunition 
have made today’s hunting rifles the 
most accurate ever. The advent of the 
laser rangefinder in the 1990s coincided 
with the boom in whitetail populations, 
and these days many Eastern deer are 
taken with what might be called bench-
hunting rifles. Even in the wild West, 
hunters often use portable rests, ranging 
from bipods to backpacks, to shoot big 
game at distances never even dreamed 
about by beer-can shooters. And then 
there are varmint hunters, who demand 
incredible accuracy, whether trying to 
shoot 1/2-pound rodents at 400 yards 
or coyotes at 600. 

Nowadays, hunting camps and the 
Internet are filled with claims of “half-
inch” hunting rifles. The reality is that 
most handloading hunters tend to 
enshrine the occasional tiny group—
and almost always a 3-shot group, not 
the 5-shot group of formal benchrest 
shooting. The fewer shots fired from 
any rifle, the more likely they’ll cluster 
closely together.

It’s remarkable how many 1/2" 
group are fired by shooters who don’t 
understand the basics of making 

accurate ammunition. Oh, they may 
spend hours “uniforming” primer 
pockets, or buy an electronic scale 
that dispenses powder charges to plus-
or-minus the weight of a starving 
mosquito. But in reality uniformed 
primer pockets and exact powder 
charges are way down the list of 
making bullets land in nearly the same 
place, shot after shot.

Accurate ammunition starts with 
accurate bullets. The ideal is to make 

each bullet perfectly balanced, and 
exactly like all the other bullets in 
the box, but there are limits to mass-
producing perfection. Lead-cored 
bullets are made by inserting the core 
into the jacket, then swaging the bullet 
in a die—and the die wears slightly with 
each bullet made. Another factor in the 
equation is how well the bullets are 
treated afterward. It used to be common 
for bullets to be packed loosely in their 
boxes. Those boxes were then stacked 
inside a bigger box and shipped all over 
without regard for jostling, banging or 
even crushing.

A few years ago I was loaned one 
of Vern Juenke’s Bullet Concentricity 
Comparators, a machine that uses 
ultrasound to analyze the balance of 
lead-cored bullets. The bullet is placed 
on an electric roller, and a needle gauge 
indicates the concentricity. I tested it 
thoroughly and, with the exception of 
“coreless” bullets like the Barnes X, 
when the machine indicated specific 
bullets were very well-balanced, they 
shot much better than poorly-balanced 

John Barsness

Once upon a time the accuracy of the average deer rifle 
was frequently tested by putting an empty beer can on 

top of a fence-post. If the shooter could knock the can off 
the post from 50 yards or so, the rifle was deemed plenty 
accurate for planting a bullet in a deer’s “boiler room.” 
Today many deer hunters find it unimaginable to hunt with 
a rifle that won’t shoot a “sub-minute” group at 100 yards. 
A few older hunters even joke that apparently today’s deer 
have shrunk to the size of antlered squirrels, but there 
are reasons for today’s desire for super-accurate hunting 
rifles, some even practical.

Half-inch rifles aren’t required 
for elk hunting. Instead the 
rifle must be capable of hitting 
a basketball every time—at the 
range where the elk is shot.
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Three or four years ago, however, I 
averaged my groups shot with Nosler 
Partitions over the past quarter 
century. The groups included not just 
“pet loads” but every group fired. The 
average was 1.01", and some batches 
of bullets grouped much better, such as 
the 165-grain .30s that had shot so well 
in various rifles.

Many hunting bullets will do even 
better, including Nosler Ballistic Tips 
and AccuBonds, any Sierra, Hornady 
Interlocks and SSTs, Barnes TSXs 
and the new Speer DeepCurls. It’s 
also becoming more common for 
hunters to use target bullets these days. 
Many hunters have long used Sierra 
MatchKings (despite discouragement 
from Sierra), but today quite a few also 
use Lapua Scenars and Berger VLDs. 
I have used Bergers considerably in the 
field, and can vouch that they work 
very well, the reason Berger started 
marketing a specific variation as 
“Hunting VLDs.”

Myths
Nope, the problem these days 

isn’t finding accurate hunting bullets. 
Instead it’s getting typical handloaders 
to break away from several old notions:

Reloading always results in more 
precise ammo than the factory stuff. 
Instead, the expander ball of standard 
reloading dies often pulls the necks of 
cases out of alignment with the case 
body. It’s impossible to seat a bullet 
straightly in a crooked neck, even if the 
neck has been “turned” to precisely the 
same thickness on all sides. 

The most accurate bullets in the 
world won’t shoot very well if they’re 
started down the bore slightly sideways. 
Hence, the basic tool for making 
accurate ammunition is a concentricity 
gauge that indicates if the bullets in our 
handloads line up with the case body. 
Concentricity is usually measured 
about 1/10" ahead of the case mouth, 

bullets. (In fact, it works so well that 
several companies use Juenke machines 
for spot-testing or developing new 
bullets.)

Among other things, the machine 
dramatically demonstrated the 
differences between manufacturing 
lots of the same bullet. Among the 
hundreds of boxes of bullets on my 
shelves was what remained of an 
older box of 165-grain .308" Nosler 
Partitions, the last of several boxes 
purchased a number of years before. 
They’d always shot very well, no matter 
the rifle. I ran several bullets over the 
machine, and lo and behold, they tested 
out about as good as some brands of 
target bullets.

In another test, a box of 140-grain 
6.5mm bullets had never shot well in 
any rifle. No wonder! The machine’s 
needle jumped all over the place on 
every bullet in the box. 

I soon found that groups of varying 
sizes could be produced by sorting 
bullets. One very accurate, heavy-
barreled .223 Remington would 
average 3/4" for 5-shot groups at 100 
yards with unsorted 50-grain bullets. 
If I loaded only bullets that tested just 
about perfect on the machine, the same 
rifle and load would shoot genuine 1/4" 
groups.

I also determined that dropping a 
typical lead-cored bullet on the floor 
of my loading room would often 
screw it up so badly that the needle 
jumped around like a grasshopper in 
a July hayfield. It doesn’t take much to 
unbalance a typical bullet, the reason 
most bullets are far more carefully 
packed by the factories these days, both 
inside individual boxes or inside bigger 
shipping boxes.

Luckily, it’s not hard to find nicely 
balanced bullets anymore. The Nosler 
Partition isn’t known as a benchrest 
bullet, probably it’s hard to perfectly 
center two cores during manufacturing. 

Working up loads at 100 yards is a good start, but actually testing handloads at longer ranges is 
essential for truly fine accuracy.

Many shooters assume that precise powder 
charges from an electronic scale, such as the 
Smartreloader iSD, are essential. They certainly 
help, but aren’t among the more important 
factors for fine accuracy.

The most essential tool for building accurate 
ammunition is a concentricity gauge, such as 
the RCBS Casemaster.

While standard dies can work, more refined dies 
such as the Redding Competition series make 
sizing brass straightly much easier.

Vern Juenke’s ICC machine measures the 
concentricity of lead-core bullets—and really 
works.

Bullets slightly out of alignment with the case 
body can be straightened using the TruAngle Tool.
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while  spinning the cartridge on 
V-blocks. For big game, bullets no more 
than .005" out of alignment with the 
case will result in about all the accuracy 
factory rifles can produce, but for 
varmint hunting or custom big-game 
rifles, a maximum of .003" run-out is 
desirable.

Now, some standard dies do 
produce straight cases, but those 
called competition or benchrest dies 
by various manufacturers do a more 
precise job. My wife and I have three 
.223 Remingtons, one of them a 
Bushmaster AR-15, and handloads 
must be full-length sized so ammo 
will chamber easily in all three rifles. 
(We tried keeping cases fired in each 
rifle separate, but that didn’t always 
work on a hot prairie dog town.) I load 
the ammo for all three with Redding 
Competition dies, first neck-sizing in 
a bushing die, then sizing the body of 
the case in a separate die. The bullet is 
then seated with a micrometer die that 
aligns the bullet precisely. Virtually all 
the ammo comes out with no more 
than .003" of bullet runout, even when 
“mass produced,” and shoots very well 
in all three rifles.

There are also several tools designed 
to straighten crooked bullets. These 
days I use the TruAngle Tool, one of 
the cheapest and simplest: It’s a series 
of holes drilled in aluminum. Unlike 
other tools, it doesn’t just straighten the 
bullet, but the neck of the case, keeping 
bullet tension constant.

Stop shooting 3-shot groups for 
accuracy testing. Three shots simply 
aren’t enough to be valid—unless you 
shoot a bunch of groups, and few 
hunters do. Instead I tend to start 
working up loads with 4-shot groups, 
lowering the “luck” factor, but not 
super-heating the barrel. Once the 
initial groups have been shot, the more 
promising loads are re-shot several few 
times to see if they are consistently 
accurate.

Even better is to begin with a ladder 

test, also called an “Audette” test; for 
Creighton Audette, the gunsmith and 
shooter who developed the technique. 
Instead of shooting several shots with 
a single load, the powder charge is 
increased .3 or .5 grains in each round, 
from a starting to a maximum load. 
Then all the rounds are fired at a single 
target at 200 or 300 yards. 

The normal pattern will show a few 
of the bullet holes clustered pretty close 
together, indicating the “accuracy node” 
of the bullet/powder/rifle combination. 
The middle load of that group is then 
retested, since it will probably be the 
most accurate. The only problem with 
the ladder test is that many of us don’t 
have easy access to a range longer than 
100 yards—but if we do, it can save a 
lot of time, bullets and powder.

When testing varmint rifles that 
will be shot hot at small rodents, the 
final testing is often done by firing 10-
shot groups. Any prairie-dog rifle that 
will put 10-shot groups around 1" is 
sufficiently accurate, and finer accuracy 
is a bonus. Plus, shooting 10 quick 
shots indicates whether the barrel will 
“walk” when hot.

Many handloaders assume that 
identical powder charges are absolutely 
necessary for fine accuracy, measuring 
every powder charge to a 1/10 of a 
grain. But anybody who runs a ladder 
test soon discovers that powder charges 
that vary 1/2 a grain will plunk bullets 
into the same group at 200 or 300 yards.

Many handloaders also have 
a touching faith in the “standard 
deviation” calculator on their 
chronograph. The trouble here is, again, 
the standard deviation of three or five 
shots doesn’t mean squat. I’ve visited 
several ammunition factories, and most 
shoot dozens of rounds to determine if  
a load produces consistent velocities. If  
a very low variation in muzzle velocity 
is important (as it is for any shooting 
much past 300 yards) then a bunch of 
rounds should be fired before coming 
to any conclusion.

Some assume bullets must be seated 
very close to the lands to achieve the 
best accuracy. This simply isn’t true, 
especially with many of today’s bullets. 
Many shoot most accurately when 
backed well off the lands, especially 
bullets with very long ogives, whether 
Nosler AccuBonds, Swift Scirocco IIs 
or Berger VLDs. 

Seating the bullet close to the lands 
is a good place to start, but after finding 
the most accurate powder charge, shoot 
a few more groups with the bullets 
seated incrementally deeper. Accuracy 
may improve, especially with very sleek 
bullets. Part of the reason for this is that 
even many factory rifles have throats 
just slightly over bullet diameter, 
helping to keep bullets aligned with the 
bore even if they have to “jump” a little 
from case to rifling.

The final touch is to shoot any 
promising handloads at longer ranges, 
because a load that shoots great at 100 
yards may not shoot very well further 
out. (Of course, the scope on your rifle 
will also have to be free of parallax 
at that particular distance.) This may 
require a special trip to another range, 
or maybe your cousin’s farm, but its 
well worth the effort. Not only will 
some bullets not group very well way 
out there, but if you plan to shoot game 

Country like this (above) is where an accurate 
hunting rifle can really make a difference. 
Killing coyotes (below) at long range requires a 
rifle capable of sub-minute accuracy all the way 
out to several hundred yards.
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at longer ranges it’s imperative to check 
the actual trajectory of your load in 
your rifle. 

The drop tables in loading manuals 
rarely match up perfectly with reality, 
partly because they’re calculated with 
standard atmospheric conditions, and 
partly because they’re calculated with a 
1.5" scope height above the bore. Many 
of today’s bigger scopes are mounted 
a little higher, making a difference way 
out there. Plus, even the really fancy 
computer programs available today 
won’t always precisely predict field 
shooting, because of an almost infinite 
number of minor factors, including the 
rifling of your barrel.

The search for accuracy often 
becomes a pursuit in itself, but you’ll 
also find that knowing how well your 
big-game or varmint-rifle shoots, 
whether at 100 or 300 yards, or even 
farther, will be an enormous help in 
the field, because you’ll know how you 
shoot as well.

The aCCuraCy den
(vern JuenKe)
(775) 345-0225

WWW.gunSmagazIne.Com/aCCuraCy-den

rCBS 
605 oro dam Blvd., orovIlle, Ca 95965

(800) 533-5000
WWW.gunSmagazIne.Com/rCBS

reddIng reloadIng equIpmenT
1089 STarr rd., CorTland, ny 13045

(607) 753-3331
WWW.gunSmagazIne.Com/

reddIng-reloadIng-equIpmenT

SmarTreloader produCTS
helveTICa TradIng uSa, llC

701 laWTon rd.
CharloTTe, nC 28216

(800) 954-2689 
WWW.gunSmagazIne.Com/

SmarT-reloader-mfg

Truangle CarTrIdge 
run-ouT CorreCTIon Tool

paT CampBell
1128 n. 8Th ave., WeST Bend, WI 53090

(262) 334-3632
WWW.gunSmagazIne.Com/Tru-Tool

Any varmint rifle that will group 10 shots into 1" 
or so is pretty accurate. (The three holes on the 
right with “X” marks were from sighting shots.)

See our 2011 show dates online at www.elitesportsexpress.com
To book the ESE or get your products

on board, call Don at 702-528-6771

Visit one of our three traveling showrooms at a dealer near you and get your
hands on the hottest new products from today’s top manufacturers.

http://www.elitesportsexpress.com
http://www.desantisholster.com
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I found them quite tedious when 
shooting bench groups and deferred 
to the laser dot for accuracy testing. 
They worked fine for off-hand 
shooting and after some practice, 
my results from field positions equal 
anything I’ve ever been able to do with 
a pistol with this barrel length. 

Contrary to the Ruger 
recommendation of centering the 
fiber optic dot with the desired point 
of impact, I sight the pistol for a 
center hold with the front-sight level 
with the top of the rear. In bright 
daylight, shooting from shade, the 
fiber optic is effectively invisible to my 
eyes and using the round fiber optic 

Safety-related features include an 
internal key lock, a loaded chamber 
indicator and a disconnect to prevent 
firing when the magazine is removed. 
The Hunter model also features an 
array of different colored fiber optic 
elements for the front sight and a wide 
V-notch rear sight designed for rapid 
sighting on small game. The receiver 
is drilled and tapped for the Weaver 
optical sight base included in the 
package. Grip options include very 
attractive, checkered cocobolo and 
the Crimson Trace laser grip on my 
pistol. 

Out of the box, my trigger pull 
weighed 4 pounds, 2 ounces; and 

after judicious application of Wilson’s 
gun grease and a couple of hundred 
rounds, settled in at 3 pounds, 8 
ounces—a very comfortable release 
for a pistol of this size. The fluted 
bull barrel provided a desirable level 
of muzzle-heaviness—good enough 
for a steady hold but maintaining 
the overall weight of the pistol at a 
comfortable level. 

My original take on the V-notch 
rear, round-dot front sight was 
prejudiced by often-published expert 
opinion that the Patridge design is 
the only suitable sight picture for a 
handgun. I did, in fact, encounter 
a learning curve with these sights. 

MIKE CUMPSTON

Introduced in 2009, this short version of the feature-
laden Hunter series is a truly versatile sidearm for the 

outdoorsman. At 38 ounces, with an overall length of 
8-3/4", it is effectively the same size as a Model 1911 and 
has nearly identically placed fire controls and overall 
operating drill. Standard Mark III features include a left-
side slide release, the traditional thumb safety and a 
grip-mounted magazine-release button in place of the 
european-styled heel release of earlier versions. 

The Ruger Standard 
Auto and its progeny 
have accounted for a 
lot of small game in the 
decades since 1949. This 
cottontail fell to a CCI 
Mini Mag Hollowpoint 
from 35 yards.

Introduced in 2009, the Ruger MK III Hunter 
with 4.5" barrel is a compact field pistol 
retaining all the extras of the MK III Hunter 
series. It offers multiple sighting options and 
comes with two magazines.

MK III HUNTER 
MAkeR: STURM, RUGeR & COMPAnY

200 RUGeR RD.
PReSCOTT, AZ 86301

(928) 778-6555
WWW.GUnSMAGAZIne.COM/

RUGeR

CAlIBER:
.22 Long Rifle
CAPACITy:

10+1
BARREl lENGTH:

4.5"
lENGTH OvERAll:

8.75"
WIDTH:

1.2"
HEIGHT:

5.5"
WEIGHT:
38 ounces
RETAIl:

$638 (Cocobolo grips)
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as a primary index when sighting in 
would send my shots high in daylight 
conditions. The light-gathering optic 
comes into its own in the late evening 
and provides effective sighting as long 
as I can see the top of the front sight 
above the bright fiber rod. 

The laser grip comes with small 
Allen wrenches for sight adjustment. 
The dot appears to subtend 4 MOA 
or a bit less and is ideal for precision 
shooting at reasonable handgun 
ranges. I find it much more appealing 
on a pistol of this size than the top-
mounted scope I used briefly on a 
rabbit hunt. The laser dot is very 
usable in subdued lighting, though 
difficult or impossible to find in 
broad daylight against dark targets. 
In subdued light, the bright dot with 
its single sighting plane provides 

The leftward ground hog was shot from 25 yards 
with Mike sitting on the ground and using his 
knees for a rest. The right hand one had the 
pistol rested over a Jeep’s spare tire. 

This target is a rapid-fire, 25-yard group fired 
unsupported with two hands and using the laser 
sight. The Crimson Trace grip/sight provides 
continuous trigger control feedback.

lASER GRIPS
MAkeR: CRIMSOn TRACe 
9780 S.W. FReeMAn DR.
WILSOnVILLe, OR 97070

(800) 442-2406
WWW.GUnSMAGAZIne.COM/

CRIMSOn-TRACe

BATTERy lIFE:
4 hours 

BATTERy:
2032 Lithium (2) 

ON/OFF SWITCH:
Yes 

lASER OUTPUT:
5mW peak, 633nm, Class 3R Red Laser 

vISIBIlITy:
Approximately .5" diameter at 50'

RETAIl:
$269

605.347.4544 corbon.com 800.626.7266 

––––––
ALL BULLETS 

ARE NOT
CREATED
EQUAL
––––––

With DPX® expansion is never an issue. The DPX rounds have proven 
to be ideal when put through rigorous barrier performance testing. 

DPX ammunition is extremely accurate with low muzzle flash and has
100% weight retention. These distinctions make DPX an optimum load!

605.347.4544 corbon.com 800.626.7266 

COR®BON Products Are Engineered To Be The Best!
Our products have earned a reputation as being the very best ammu-
nition, but being the best is not necessarily the cheapest. COR®BON 
is an experienced, family owned company that has been designing and 

producing proven, high performance ammunition since 1982. 
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constant feedback on trigger control. 
I found it easy to shoot tight rapid-fire 
groups from unsupported stances at 
25 yards.

Function with all available rounds 
was perfect until I had 200 or 300 
rounds through the pistol. I then 
encountered a series of failures to feed, 
where the bullet would do a nosedive 
into the bottom edge of the feed ramp 
and stick. I had kept the pistol clean 
and well lubricated and there was no 
visible cause for the sudden onset of 
jams. I dismounted the magazine and 
cleaned it and thereafter made sure 
that all rounds were positioned nose 
high in the magazine. So far, no further 
functional problems have occurred. 
Early on, the front sight began to 
wobble around on the barrel. Oil left 
between the sight base and barrel was 
the culprit. I degreased the parts and 
applied a household adhesive to the 
screw threads to fix that problem.

My go-to load for checking out 
rimfire pistols is the CCI Mini-Mag, 
generally in the hollowpoint version. 
It consistently demonstrates fine 
accuracy, low-velocity variations and 
freedom from the squibs and misfires 
that often occur with big-box-store 
rimfire ammunition. The load averages 
1,042 fps from this pistol and this is 
consistent with performance from the 
earlier Standard Auto and the MK II 
pistols with 4-3/4" barrels. Over the 
years, I’ve killed considerable small 
game and varmints of jackrabbit 
size with this combination and it 
demonstrates consistent and definitive 
bullet expansion. 

While some expert opinion 
declares the .22 Long Rifle suitable 
only for very small game, it is perfectly 
adequate for jackrabbits and other 
varmints of  the same general size. In 
the MK III Hunter, the Mini-Mag 
out-performed the small selection 

of  name brand long-rifle loads 
currently available. Bench groups 
from 25 yards consistently ranged 
from 1.1" to 1.4" while Remington 
Golden Bullets and Cyclone ranged 
from 1.5" to more than 2". 

The Hunter is the top-of-the-line 
MK III pistol, accessory rich and 
displaying outstanding workmanship 
and esthetics. In short-barrel form, 
it provides the outdoors enthusiast 
with a handy standard-sized pistol, 
fully at home in the game fields with 
significantly less weight and bulk 
than is found on the general run of 
dedicated hunting handguns. 

Multiple 5-shot groups with CCI Mini-Mags 
ranged from 1.1" to 1.4" from 25-yards. The 
Crimson Trace laser sight equals a low-power 
scope sight, in checking bench rest accuracy.

.22 lONG RIFlE FACTORy AMMO PERFORMANCE
 LOAD VeLOCITY GROUP SIZe
 (BRAnD) (FPS) (InCHeS)

 CCI Mini-Mag HP 1,042 1.1
 Remington Golden Bullet  998 1.5
 Remington Cyclone  922 1.9
 Remington Viper 1,164 4
 Winchester Power Point 1,077 5

Notes: Groups are the product of five shots at 25 yards.

http://www.mtmcase-gard.com
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Blocking Hazardous Noise
• Directionally placed stereo microphones amplify sound

for more natural hearing while blocking harmful noise
over 82 dB

• Comfortable, contemporary, low-profile earcup design

• External audio jack allows you to connect to any audio
source, such as MP3, CD or scanners

• Noise Reduction Rating 22

• Auto shut-off extends battery life
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SOG first introduced the Northwest 
Ranger in 1998 and it stayed in the 
line for a decade until 2008. It was 
resurrected in 2010 with the addition 
of the Black Tini model you see here, 
the original only available in satin 
finish. The NW Ranger is a spinoff 
of SOG’s highly popular Pentagon 
model, replacing the double-ground 
fighting blade with a working clip-
point and the addition of a single 
guard. At a tad under 10" overall, the 
length of the knife places it slightly 
longer than the average hunting knife, 
but under that of a small bowie, which 
gives it some capabilities of each. It’s 
not a field dresser, as typical skinning 
knives have a 4" blade or shorter, but 
it can handle the chores. It’s not a big 
survival hacker, but can chop down 

small trees for building a shelter. For 
some, this might just be the perfect 
middle ground.

The NW Ranger’s 5.25" clip-
point blade, V-ground for a durable 
edge, is made from AUS 8 stainless 
blade steel—not an exotic blend 
but considered in the upper echelon 
of production steels. The clean, 
symmetrical handle is made of Kraton 
with a checkered texture, making for a 
sure, yet comfortable grip. A notched 
thumb ramp on the back of the blade 
adds even greater purchase. The guard 
does its job in a non-obtrusive way. 
At 6.2 ounces the NW Ranger is easy 
to tote and comes with a handsome 
leather sheath to handle the duty. 
Better yet, the Northwest Ranger 
comes at a friar’s price: $114 for the 
Black Tini version and under a 100 
bucks for the standard satin finish 
model. In short, this is a wilderness 
knife that can perform many duties in 
simple and effective fashion. Father 
William would be proud.

•  P A T  C O V E R T  •

OCCAM’S RANGER
SOG’s Northwest Ranger makes 

a case for simple perfection.

Many are familiar with the Occam’s Razor theory which 
implies, in a nutshell, that the simplest answer is 

most often the correct answer. The hypothesis is that of 
14th-century Franciscan friar Father William of Ockham 
who stated, “entities must not be multiplied beyond 
necessity.” That pretty much describes SOG’s Northwest 
Ranger—a fixed-blade knife so devoid of complication it’s 
near impossible to find fault. 

Knife: 
NORThWEST RANGER

MakeR: SOG kNiveS
6521 212Th ST. S.W.

LyNNWOOd, Wa 98036
(888) 767-2378 

WWW.SOGkNiveS.cOM

BlAdE MATERIAl:
AUS 8

BlAdE lENGTh:
5.2", flat ground

OVERAll lENGTh:
9.925"

WEIGhT:
6.2 ounces
hANdlE:

Checkered Kraton
ShEATh:

Black leather 
PRICE:

$114 Black Tini, $98.50 Satin

The SOG Northwest Ranger sports clean lines, 
excellent blade steel and a handle built for 
comfort—all at a friar’s price.

Three Course 

BONUS
Includes:
Concealed

Carry Options 
Home

Defense
VVehicle
Defense

Two-disc set only $49.95 — Order Today:
(800) 628-9818 (M-F 8am-3pm PST)
www.americanhandgunner.com/TRvids

“Either Drive
  Or Draw
... not BOTH!”

Learn how to defend yourself 
from inside the car with help 
from Clint Smith’s Thunder 
Ranch DVD course.

Clint on Vehicle Defense:

http://www.americanhandgunner.com/TRvids
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We Should 
Each Take 

“Gun Control” 
Personally

Until caught up in a 
technicality, many “law-
abiding” gun owners view 

“gun control” as something that 
only personally affects others. Here 
are two recent cases that show you 
don’t have to be a violent criminal, 
or even someone who intentionally 
flouts the laws as a matter of 
principled civil disobedience, 
to get caught up in the citizen 
disarmament net.

Tea Party organizer Walter 
Reddy found himself named “‘a 
person of interest’ in a domestic 
terrorism case,” Thomas R. Eddlem 
of The New American reported. 
Weston, Conn., police brought a 
SWAT team to his home and seized 
“a pump-action shotgun and an 
antique revolver.” The warrant 
was “based in part upon an 
unsubstantiated FBI statement.” 

Relevant and “undisputed” 
facts about the case: Reddy has 
no criminal record; he was never 
charged with a crime; his repeated 
requests for a lawyer were denied; 
and the chief witness against him 
“explicitly stated that Reddy had 
never acted in a threatening or 
violent way.”

From the report: “It doesn’t 
matter that he has committed no 
crimes, and has not been charged 
with a crime. [Connecticut Superior 
Court Judge Bruce Hudock] told 
him at a hearing that Reddy had no 
right to an attorney and that ‘I’m 
ready to rule’ to take his guns away 
before the patriotic organizer had 
the chance to say one word in his 
defense.”

Note the word “before.” So 
much for a fair and impartial ruling. 

Reddy, whose apparent “crime” is 
not being a “progressive,” had his 
guns ordered taken from him for 
one year under the rationale that he 
posed “a risk of imminent personal 
injury to other individuals.”

Michael Mitchell, a graduate 
student and former anesthesia 
technician, was fired by the 
University of Kentucky for keeping 
a gun in his car a mile away from 
the university hospital where he 
was employed, Gun Owners of 
America informed its members in 
an alert.

“The university then 
proceeded to try to deny Mitchell 
unemployment compensation by 
claiming, unsuccessfully, that he 
was fired for misconduct,” GOA 
recounted. “All this, despite the 
fact that Mitchell had a Kentucky 
concealed carry permit, believed he 
had fully complied with Kentucky 
law governing concealed carry, and 
therefore cooperated fully with 
police and university authorities.”

Adding insult to injury was 
activist Fayette Circuit Court Judge 
Pamela Goodwine, who dismissed 
Mitchell’s lawsuit against the 
university under the rationale that 
she has “read US Supreme Court 
language concerning ‘exceptions’ 
to the Second Amendment.”

As GOA notes, “This language 
is called ‘dictum’ and is non-
binding.  But Goodwine seems 
to have missed the point of the 
Supreme Court’s decision in Heller: 
Americans have a constitutional 
right to use firearms to defend 
themselves.”

These are but two recent 
examples of anti-gun outrages that 
have come across my desk in just 
the past week. The universal truths 
we can take from them: Any of us 
could be caught up in a technicality 
at any time. And if we are, how 
many of us could afford the tens of 
thousands of dollars and more that 
it would take to protect our rights?

The inescapable conclusion: If  
it happens to one of us, it could 
happen to any of us. 

VNR
RIGHTS WATCH

Visit David Codrea’s online journal 
“The War on Guns” at 

waronguns.blogspot.com 
or visit DavidCodrea.com to read 

his Examiner column.

Due to the importance of this column, 
GUNS will begin posting “Rights 

Watch” at www.gunsmagazine.com on 
the 1st of the month—long before it 

appears here.—Editor

http://www.kwiksitecorp.com
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Grassley Investigation 
Of ATF

Members of America’s firearms 
industry have always taken 

the illegal acquisition and misuse of 
firearms very seriously. This is why 
the joint NSSF/ATF Don’t Lie for 
the Other Guy anti-straw purchasing 
program has been widely embraced by 
retailers throughout the US. 

Now a congressional investigation 
into an ATF project that allegedly 
directed Phoenix-area gunshop 
owners to proceed with sales of 
firearms to suspicious buyers, 
demonstrates just how seriously 
retailers take this issue. In a letter to 
Attorney General Eric Holder, Sen. 
Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) provides 
the Attorney General with emails 
demonstrating the reluctance of FFLs 
to transfer firearms to individuals they 
deemed suspicious. —Courtesy NSSF

Conn. Mag Ban Dies
NSSF is pleased to announce that 

after many weeks of  tireless work 
from Second Amendment groups 
in Connecticut, manufacturers and 
firearms owners, SB 1094, which 
would have banned possession and 
manufacture of  magazines capable 
of  holding more than 10 rounds, 
met its demise when the Judiciary 
Committee decided not to vote on 
the bill. 

In the weeks prior to the deadline, 
NSSF launched a website and 
released a 30-second radio ad to 
help combat the legislation. State 
legislators received numerous emails, 
calls and correspondence in response 
to the bill over the weeks, and NSSF 
encourages everyone to take a 
moment to thank their legislators and 
those on the Judiciary Committee 
for their opposition to SB 1094. The 
outcome speaks volumes to the power 
of  sportsmen, firearms owners and 
manufacturers when unified toward 
one goal. —Courtesy NSSF

1099 Repeal Legislation

The “Small Business Paperwork 
Mandate Elimination Act,” H.R. 

4, legislation long trumpeted by NSSF, 
was signed into law by the president. 
NSSF had fully supported this action, 
realizing that repealing the 1099 
reporting requirement will help protect 
firearms retailers and gun owners who 
would otherwise be forced to provide 
1099 forms to vendors from whom 
they buy goods totaling $600 or more 
annually.—Courtesy NSSF

ONLINE!
www.gunsmagazine.com

http://www.shooters-choice.com
http://www.airforceairguns.com
http://www.gunsmagazine.com


http://www.americanhandgunner.com


WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM • SEPTEMBER 201168

where they’re highly respected. 
Now they’re producing some of 
the highest quality, superbly made 
shooting glasses for recreational and 
tactical use. Especially if  you wear 
prescription glasses or contact lenses, 
you should check out models like 
their 3-lens Genetyk Shooting Kit. 
Their ImpactX Photochromic Clear 
(light-adjusting) semi-rigid lenses are 
outstanding and there are multiple 
options for glasses-wearers.

In electronic hearing protection, 
Howard Leight Impact Sport Muffs 
offer great gunshot suppression, 
ambient sound amplification, comfort 
and ease of use equal to many others 
at far higher prices. 

For in-the-ear low-profile 
protection, check out EarPro Sonic 
Defenders by SureFire. Made from 
a soft but durable, hypoallergenic 
polymer and ergonomically shaped, 
they provide a secure fit, and all-day 
comfort. They retain your ability 
to hear most ambient sounds, but 
harmful noises above 85dB are 
reduced to safe levels via the patented 
Hocks Noise Braker filter.

Mobile Security
On the road, Console Gun Vault 

has several security options for you. 
One of them, shown above, is their 
Universal model for vehicles without 
center consoles, boats and RVs. Made 
of heavy-gauge lined steel with a 
barrel key lock, adding the optional 
“cloak” conceals it as a drink and 

That’s not you, right? Well, 
safety and security doesn’t have to 
be unreasonably expensive; and as 
for “effective,” it just has to be good 
enough; appropriate for the situation. 
Here are some options to fire up your 
noodle—and a few you may not be 
familiar with.

Champion Target announced 
across-the-board improvements in 
their Eyes and Ears shooting glasses 
and range muffs for 2011. Now all 
glasses feature over 99-percent UV 
protection, and meet or exceed ANSI 
Z-87 protection standards. Four of the 
new designs achieve MIL-PRF-31013, 
3.5.1.1 ballistic resistance, providing 
military-grade protection. Light, sleek 
and comfortable, they’re also bargain-
priced. Sound suppression of their 
passive range muffs and plugs has 
been increased, and you can save even 
more by buying a matched “combo 
kit,” available in an array of colors 
and styles.

Rudy Project USA made its 
bones in eye protection in world-
class skiing, hockey and race driving, 

JOHN CONNOR

SAfETy & SECURITy
how good is “good enough”?

Just imagine a guy checking out a $29.95 fire 
extinguisher for his home and asking the clerk, “Got 

something cheaper? Maybe one that doesn’t work so 
well? kinda dribbly? Not fully pressurized?” Or a pistol 
shooter on the range thinking, “i don’t need those 
expensive shooting glasses. i’ll just squint my eyes and 
make ’em smaller targets…” Or some dude who stores 
his long guns in a cardboard box and, as a theft deterrent, 
double-wraps the carton in duct tape.

The shooting safety combo (above) is by 
Champion Target, and Genetyk shooting glasses 
(below) is from Rudy Project USA.

There’s a serious Console Gun Vault lurking 
under that pop can (above), and Safe Directions’ 
HSC (below) has a hidden safety feature.
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change holder. 
After showing you Safe Direction’s 

High Security Case last year, many 
of you made purchases, but asked 
them for one less eye attracting; more 
subtle, and also requested options in 
stout woven steel cables with solid 
locks. The matte black Operator HSC 
contains their NIJ-IIIA-rated Ballistic 
Containment System, capable of 
stopping most handgun rounds and 
dispersing the transmitted energy. The 
pop-up zipper lock is a 7-pin, high-
security model, and the bag itself  is 
slash-resistant laminated Cordura 
Plus. Anytime you have to pull the 
trigger, load or unload your handgun, 
just put the muzzle in contact with the 
strike area to defeat a possible AD. 
The optional High Security Cable Kit 
includes a solid brass double locking 
padlock with two keys and three 
lengths of 1/8" stainless steel cable.

home & Office
In home or office, Stack-On’s 

Model QAS-710 Drawer Safe offers 
both speed and security. The owner-
programmable, electronic pushbutton 
lock pops the lid up the instant you’ve 
entered the code, and it stays open 
to allow easy access. Tough all-steel 
construction is very tamper-resistant, 
and it is pre-drilled for bolting down. 

Weighing 14.8 pounds, it measures 
10.25" wide by 16.6" long and a 
tad over 3" deep. The QAS-710 is 
California DOJ tested and approved. 

For years, Caron Forensics has built 
strong, high-quality steel cabinets to 
house their fingerprint development 
chambers and other crime-lab 
equipment. Now they’re applying 
that experience to fill the gap between 
exposed firearm locking mounts and 
heavy, expensive gun safes. Their wall-
mountable RAD 2 (for handguns-
plus) and RAD 4 (for long-guns 
plus) systems are designed for secure 
storage and fast presentation of 
defensive weapons in a wide range of 
home and office environments. 

Constructed of powder-coated 
steel, they’re equipped with heavy-
duty fast-access keylocks, and gas-
charged springs to open and hold 
the doors open with a short, quick 
movement regardless of vertical or 
horizontal mounting. An array of 
accessories to hold weapons, pepper 
spray, knives and more are available. 
To the untrained eye, they look like 

Rapid Access Defense cabinets bridge the gap 
between visible gun mounts and full-size gun 
safes.

This compact, electronic drawer safe by Stack-
On Products might be just what you need to 
keep a gun or two secure but handy.

generic “utility cabinets.” To me, they 
look like excellent life insurance.

Here’s a great new concept by 
SnapSafe: Their modular Titan 
Closet Vault offers all the security 
of a conventional, welded safe in an 
easy-to-assemble vault that moves 
anywhere piece-by-piece, then locks 
together—and unlocks if  you move—
in minutes with no tools. Weighing 
310 pounds and measuring 59" high 
and 17" deep, the 12-long-gun Titan 
fits in almost any closet, giving your 
documents, valuables and firearms 
excellent protection from fire, theft 
and water damage. Delivered to 
your door, sections can be carried 
individually and put together in place 
in less than a 1/2 hour. The Titan has 
all the features you would expect from 
a high-end conventional vault, at 
about half  the price. 

SnapSafe also offers the Little 
Titan, which weighs 195 pounds, 
measures 30" high by 24" wide and 
20" deep. It’s great for handguns and 
provides the same rigidity, strength 
and easy assembly of its big brother. 
A SnapSafe modular gun vault may 

Modular, user-assembled SnapSafe Systems 
open up great options for gunsafe buyers.



be just what you’ve been waiting for! 
Good luck finding just the right 

safety and security products you 
need, and remember to allow room 
for additional guns and gear, ’cause 
Christmas is comin’, ya know? Connor 
OUT.

Champion Traps & TargeTs
n5549 CounTy Trunk Z

onalaska, Wi 54650
(800) 635-7656

WWW.gunsmagaZine.Com/
Champion-Trap-TargeTs

rudy projeCT usa
1015 Calle amaneCer

san ClemenTe, Ca 92673
(888) 860-7597

WWW.gunsmagaZine.Com/
rudy-projeCT-usa

hoWard leighT hearing proTeCTion
sperian hearing proTeCTion, llC

7828 WaTerville rd.
san diego, Ca 92154

(800) 430-5490
WWW.gunsmagaZine.Com/

hoWard-leighT

sureFire, llC 
18300 mounT Baldy Cir.

FounTain valley, Ca 92708
(800) 828-8809

WWW.gunsmagaZine.Com/sureFire

sTaCk-on produCTs Co.
p.o. Box 489

1360 n. old rand rd.
WauConda, il 60084

(800) 323-9601
WWW.gunsmagaZine.Com/

sTaCk-on 

Console vaulT, inC.
5000 W. oakey Blvd., suiTe e2

las vegas, nevada 89146
(800) 878-1369

WWW.gunsmagaZine.Com/Console-vaulT 

saFe direCTion, llC
p.o. Box 1249, addison, il 60101

(630) 628-3178
WWW.gunsmagaZine.Com/saFe-direCTion

Caron ForensiCs
p.o. Box 715, marieTTa, oh 45750 

(740) 373-6809
WWW.gunsmagaZine.Com/CaronForensiCs 

snapsaFe
3721 douBleTon dr.

sTuarT, Fl 34997
(877) 214-4470

WWW.gunsmagaZine.Com/snap-saFe

http://www.crimsontrace.com
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Classified ads $2.00 per-word insertion. ($1.50 per-
word insertion for 3 or more) including name, ad-
dress and phone number (20 word minimum). mini-
mum charge $40.00. BOLD WORDS add $1.00 per 
word. Copy and rerun orders must be accompanied 
by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE. NO AGENCY OR CASH 
DISCOUNTS ON LISTING OR DISPLAY CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING. all ads must be received with advance 
payment By no laTer Than The 1st oF each month. 
EXAMPLE: Closing for deC. 2008 issue (on sale nov. 

5th) is sepT 1st, 2008. ads received after closing 
will appear in the following issue. please type or print 
clearly. NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. include 
name, address, post office, city, state and zip code as 
counted words. abbreviations count as one word each. 
mail to guns magaZine ClassiFieds, 12345 World 
Trade drive, san diego, California 92128. NOTE: WE 
NOW HAVE DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS IN BOTH GUNS 
MAGAZINE AND AMERICAN HANDGUNNER.  ASK FOR 
OUR NEW RATE CARD. (858) 605-0235.

ACCESSORIES

FREE CATALOG! make your own kydex 
gun holster or knife sheath. over 1200 
items. visit www.knifekits.com or call 
1-877-255-6433 today.

AMMUNITION

Quinetics Corporation! reloading sup-
plies for the reloader. Made in USA. 
www.quineticscorp.com

APPAREl

THE BELTMAN makes sturdy, top qual-
ity, DUAL LAYER bull hide belts (not 
cow), for dress wear, concealed carry 
or competition from $69.95. HAND-
MADE in the USA in three widths 
and five colors. any length! options 

include: horse, elephant, velcro, ta-
pering, stiffeners, etc. 919-387-1997 
www.thebeltman.net

AUCTIONS/ShOWS

BOOKS

new book, The reality of armed self 
defense, surviving the attack and the 
aftermath. easy reading, 115 pag-
es, $20 postpaid. Bob irwin, poBox 
97413, las vegas, nv 89193

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COllECTORS

EMBlEMS & INSIGNIA

fIREWORKS

fOR SAlE

GUN PARTS

GUNS fOR SAlE

GUNSMIThING

GUNSMITHING AT PIEDMONT COM-
MUNITY COLLEGE. Two-year, hands-
on program; financial aid available; ap-
proved for gi Bill benefits; p.o. Box 1197, 
roxboro, nC 27573; (336)599-1181;  
www.piedmontcc.edu

INSTRUCTION

KNIVES & SWORdS

FREE POCKET KNIVES. Collect-
ibles, Bowies, swords, Tacticals, 
and much more. For more informa-
tion visit our Web site and Click on 
The Featured product For The Week.  
www.dovadistributors.com

lEAThERCRAfT

MIlITARIA

MIlITARy SURPlUS

MISCEllANEOUS

OPTICS

POlICE EQUIPMENT

REAl ESTATE

SURVIVAl

VIdEOS

WANTEd TO PURChASE

A M E R I C A N
C O P  A N D 

A M E R I C A N 
H A N D G U N N E R

O N L I N E !
AMERICANCOP.COM

AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM
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No Drilling or Tapping!
The absolute best scope mount made for the 
Argentine 1891.  Easy installation without 
modifications to your gun. Machined from 
solid bar stock & made in the USA.  See

www.scopemounts.com 
for a list of our other mounts & scopes.

Argentine 1891 Scope Mount

S&K
Scope Mounts

www.scopemounts.com

70 Swede Hollow Rd
Sugar Grove, PA 16350

S&K SCOUT-MOUNT

800-578-9862

SKad1_2.5.indd   1 1/6/11   9:56:12 AM



Includes nearly two hours of video!
Order Today! (800) 628-9818 (M-F 8am-3pm PST) • www.americanhandgunner.com/TRvids 

“Although this may seem
like a good concept, it isn’t 

logical. I’ll show you
concealed carry options

that make sense and
will fit your lifestyle.”

~~Heidi Smith     

BONUS

Special
Offer! $29.95

Two-disc set only

The Concealed Carry for Ladies  
training course from Thunder Ranch 
offers a comprehensive look at
concealed carry from a woman’s
perspective.
    Instructor
Heidi Smith presents
her concepts on gunher concepts on gun
selection and carry options in
an easy-to-follow, relaxed format.
    What’s the best way to carry a gun in 
a purse? How do you draw a gun from 
an ankle holster? What happens when a 
gun is fired at point blank range?
    Heidi’s range demonstrations, guided     Heidi’s range demonstrations, guided 
by husband Clint Smith, provide a 
complete picture on how to safely carry 
a concealed handgun, and draw and fire 
from several effective platforms.
    Give that “special lady” in your life     Give that “special lady” in your life 
the tools she needs to protect herself 
when you’re not around.

protect
 herself

Make sure
she can

At the shopping center, in the 
parking lot, at work, in her car or 

at home — there is a solution.

When you can’t be there to
protect her . . .

http://www.americanhandgunner.com/TRvids


NEW PRODUCTS
For more information on seeing your product featured in New 
Products, Contact: Andrew Oram (866) 903-1199. For more 
New Products visit us online at www.gunsmagazine.com

BARREL PLUGZ
CENTERMASS HANDGUN TRAINING

Barrel plugz can be used to perform trigger-reset exercises, 
and clearing procedures for type i, ii and iii malfunctions in 

complete safety. The plug provides an inert training environment 
while maintaining “aspect Correct” training functionality, 
and two tiers of child safety when combined with a lock of 
appropriate size. Centermass handgun Training, (801) 471-
3138, www.gunsmagazine.com/barrel-plugz 

FIRE.POD
FIRE POD SAFE

The on-the-go convenience of a gun case meets the fire 
protection of a gun safe. That’s the idea behind the Fire.pod, 

the fire-resistant gun case. Fire.pod is constructed of lightweight, 
fabric-based materials with models storing anywhere from two 
handguns to four long guns. ideal for the traveling sportsman 
or those seeking an alternative to a costly, immobile gun safe. 
Fire pod safe, (717) 203-0415, www.gunsmagazine.com/
cyclopssolutions  

ZIPPO LIGHTERS
WICKED ZIPPO STUDIOS

now, shooters can make a 
statement with their lighters. 

Wicked Zippo studios is currently 
retailing custom-made Zippo 
lighters in some new, unique 
designs. each one is a handcrafted 
work of art. pictured is a solid 
brass skull with a .45-caliber shell 
casing. The lighters are available 
in various calibers and designs. 
Wicked Zippo studios, (847) 287-
8587www.gunsmagazine.com/
wicked-zippo 

CLAROXAN
PACIFIC HEALTH

This tablet was developed to 
enhance eyesight. Taken once 

daily, it may increase both day 
and night vision capabilities. 
The reported benefits include, 
improvement in long-range focus 
and depth clarity. ingredients 
in Claroxan provide long-term 
advantages that may protect against 
cataracts and age-related blindness. 
pacific health, (877) 902-0624, 
www.gunsmagazine.com/claroxan 

MENACE FIGHTER ACU SKULL 
UP-ARMORED

The menace fighter is finished in aCu skull pattern with a 
.170" thick blade made of 1095Cv steel. Blade length is 

6.75" and the total length is 12.25". heat-treating & cryo is 
done by peters heat Treating 58-60rC. The handle is g11 and 
has flared stainless tubing handle connectors. Comes with 
spec-op’s sheath, also in aCu skull. up-armored, (716) 942-
6031, www.gunsmagazine.com/up-armored

AMBIDEXTROUS SHOULDER PACK
DRAGO GEAR

Features an adjustable 
ambidextrous strap for equal 

comfort when worn on either the right 
or left shoulder. The deep padded 
main compartment is perfect for 
transporting sensitive equipment 
such as cameras and firearms. 
side adjustable water bottle 
holders allow for easy hydration and 
secure storage. using a quad-point cushioning system, the 
ambidextrous shoulder pack moves and rests comfortably 
against the body and an internal organization system secures 
firearm magazines, tools and other items. Constructed of 
1000d Cordura and available in black and tan. drago gear, 
(305) 826-1511, www.gunsmagazine.com/drago-gear
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AMMO BOX #50
SMARTRELOADER

This ammo box holds up to 
70 pounds and includes 

three modular organizer trays. 
The trays can be adjusted for 
space purposes and fit into 
every surplus military .50-caliber 
ammo can dry box. also, it can 
be locked for privacy concerns, 
shipping ammo by air and 
hunting trips. Constructed of strong, heavy-duty, high-density 
polyethylene. Colors are desert tan and green. smartreloader, 
www.gunsmagazine.com/smart-reloader-mfg

CL COMPANION 
30MM BINOCULARS
SWAROVSKI OPTIK

The high quality and proven 
precision that sWarovski opTik 

is known for is evident in the new 
Cl Companion. at 4.7" in length 
and weighing around 18 ounces, 
the Cl Companion is among the smallest 30mm binoculars 
available on the market. The Cl binoculars offer fast-focusing, 
straightforward dioptric adjustment, as well as twist in eyecups 
that offer a full field of view for eyeglass wearers. The full rubber 
coating on the binoculars protects against damage and provides 
an excellent grip, even in the most adverse weather conditions. 
available in black, green or tan, they come complete with a water 
repellent field bag, carrying strap, wrist strap, objective lens 
covers and eyepiece cover. swarovski optic, (800) 426-3089, 
www.gunsmagazine.com/swarovski-optic

FIREFIELD RIFLESCOPE 
WITH RED LASER 
FIREFIELD

When looking for a 
durable riflescope 

that can handle fast-
paced, adrenaline 
pumping action, try 
the Firefield riflescope with red laser. it features a built in 
5mW red laser, used for quick target acquisition, so the user 
never misses a shot. This 2.5-10x magnification scope is 
also equipped with an illuminated, mil-dot reticle that aides 
the shooter in range estimation, allowing the user to find 
the distance between them and the target. This riflescope’s 
integrated 100-to-500 yard, .223 bullet-drop-compensation 
system, helps adjust to the downward curvature of a falling 
bullet according to the distance you shoot from. Firefield, 
(817) 225-0310, www.gunsmagazine.com/fire-field 

GUNSMITHING: THE SMITH & WESSON REVOLVER DVD
MIDWAYUSA

This dvd provides a detailed, step-by-
step account of 12 gunsmith projects 

performed on k-, l- and n-frame revolvers. 
viewers can watch as larry potterfield 
performs a variety of gunsmith tasks ranging 
from: a detailed inspection, to action work, to 
repairing a slow-timed revolver. additionally, 
he presents detailed information on how 
to completely disassemble and reassemble 
a smith & Wesson revolver, as well as 
other invaluable tips. midwayusa, (800) 243-3220, www.
gunsmagazine.com/midway-usa

JONES 1911
CABOT GUNS

Cabot guns, a 
new american 

gun company, 
presents the “mr. 
jones” 1911, the 
world’s first “post 
custom.” made 
from 100-percent 
american steel, 
american wood 
and american passion. exceeds national match standard 
right out of the box. The frame and slide are machined more 
accurately than possible by human hand, to a tolerance of 
exactly .001". Cabot guns components are guaranteed to be 
completely interchangeable. Cabot guns, (412) 974-3314, 
www.gunsmagazine.com/cabot-guns 

RUGER BLACKHAWK 
FLAT-TOP .45 COLT/ .45 ACP CONVERTIBLE
LIPSEY’S

lipsey’s announces the exclusive release of the ruger Flat-
top revolver, chambered in the classic 45 Colt cartridge. 

as a bonus, it includes an additional .45 aCp cylinder. These 
revolvers feature a blue finish, simulated ivory “gunfighter”-
style grips and adjustable sights. They are built on the midsize 
.357 magnum frame and have a 5-1/2" barrel. lipsey’s, (800) 
666-1333, www.gunsmagazine.com/lipseys 

MEDIUM EMERGENCY FOOTLOCKER
CASECRUZER

The airtight, waterproof 
medium emergency 

Footlocker by CaseCruzer 
seals out filthy air particles, 
solvents and moisture. The 
copolymer polypropylene 
resin construction protects 
against severe climate and 
temperature changes. The 
durable but lightweight 
reusable trunk is only 
21.5 pounds when empty. 
The exterior design of the 
carrying case is a compact 
12.50"x20.50"x31.63", and 
the interior offers ample 
storage space for clothing, medicine and important personal 
documents—the essentials of survival. CaseCruzer, (800) 440-
9925, www.gunsmagazine.com/casecruzer
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PERSONAl BIOMETRIC 
SAfE PBS-001
MakeR: LOckSaF

8117 W. MaNcheSTeR ave 
SuiTe 200

LOS aNGeLeS, ca 90293
(877) 568- 5625

WWW.GuNSMaGaZiNe.cOM/ LOckSaF
Dimensions: 13.98" (W) x 10.24" (D) x 4.57" (H), 

Weight: 22 pounds, Material: 9-gauge steel, Power: 
(1) 9V battery, two Mechanical keys, Features: 

Non-volatile memory for up to 10 fingerprints, foam 
padding, Value: $349.95

fAlCON
MakeR: NiGhThaWk cuSTOM

1306 W. TRiMBLe
BeRRyviLLe, aR 72616

(877) 268-4867
WWW.GuNSMaGaZiNe.cOM/ 

NiGhThaWk-cuSTOM
Action type: Locked breech, semi-auto, Caliber: .45 

ACP, Capacity: 7+1, Barrel length: 5", Weight: 40 
ounces, Finish: Permakote, Sights: Heinie Ledge, 

Grips: G10, Value: $2,995.

NO. 112 hOlSTER
MakeR: OLd WeST 
RePROducTiONS

446 FLOReNce SOuTh LOOP 
FLOReNce, MT 59833

(406) 273-2615 
WWW.GuNSMaGaZiNe.cOM/ OLd-

WeST-RePROducTiONS-Rich-Bach-
MaN-2

Features: Flower carved and 
buckskin lined, Value: $175

PACK, WAIST POUCh 
& TACTICAl PEN
MakeR: dRaGO GeaR
7815 W. 4Th aveNue
hiaLeah, FL 33014

WWW.GuNSMaGaZiNe.cOM/ 
dRaGO-GeaR

aSSauLT BackPack
Material: 600D Polyester, Features: Internal 

organization system for securing maga-
zines, tools and gear, three antennae ports 
for communication equipment and is com-
patible with hydration packs, Value: $69.98

WaiST POuch
Material: 1000D Cordura, Features: four 

main storage compartments, padded back 
panel, can be worn slung or around the 

waist, Value: $49.98

TacTicaL PeN
Features: Yes, it is a pen so you can write 

down the story of your Walkabout. If 
threatened, one quick, well-placed thrust of 
a Drago Tactical Pen can generate enough 

stopping power to bring down even the 
most violent aggressor., Value: $27.98
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name 
address 
City, state, Zip 
email address

CIRCLE ANSWER(S) TO QUESTION OF THE MONTH SEPTEMBER 2011:
(A)            (B)

IF I WIN, SHIP MY PRIZE THROUGH:
FFl dealer
address
City, state, Zip
phone #   (            )
store hours: ___________ ___a.m. thru ______________p.m.
Attention Deployed Military: USE STATESIDE ADDRESS!

TO ENTER CONTEST: 
Use YOUR OWN postcard (no envelopes, please) 
Follow sample card to right. mail postcard to: 
guns magazine, GOM SEPTEMBER
p.o. Box 502795, san diego, Ca 92150-2795. 
entries must be received before OCTOBER 1, 2011.
limit one entry per household.
QUESTION OF THE MONTH:  does your spouse or 
significant other own a gun?
(A) Yes
(B) No
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This contest is open to individuals who are residents 
of the united states and its territories only. agents and 
employees of publishers development Corporation and 
their families are excluded from entering. Contest void 
where prohibited or restricted by law. Winners must 
meet all local laws and regulations. Taxes and compliance 
with firearms regulations will be the responsibility of the 
winners. Winners will be notified by CerTiFied mail on 
official letterhead. aTTenTion deployed miliTary: use 
sTaTeside address! no purchase necessary to enter. 
Firearms may have been used in a gun test. all firearms 
have full factory warranties. 

ENTER TO WIN!
The Falcon introduces 

nighthawk’s new 1-piece, fully 
machined mainspring housing 

and magwell combination cut from 
a 2-1/2" block of tool steel. no sharp 
point at the base of the grip, the unit 
is rounded for comfort and assists in 
reducing the print through clothing 
during concealed carry. sights are 
the new heinie ledge which allows 
the rear sight to be used to cycle the 
slide with one hand should the need 
arise. The rear of the slide is hand-
serrated at 40 lpi and the front has 
been recessed where the front cocking 

serrations normally are. grips are golf-
ball dimple pattern g10 in Coyote Tan 
with the nighthawk logo. 

it’s such a good looking gun, you 
might not want to carry it concealed, 
so old West reproductions offers the 
no. 112 flower carved and buckskin 
lined holster in a style popular with 
the Border patrol and Texas rangers 
into the 1940s. This one is carved in 
a pattern offered by h.h. heiser in the 
firm’s 1934 Catalog.

you might need to keep this pistol 
safe at home and what better way than 
a Biometric personal gun safe from 

locksaF. it has non-volatile memory 
for up to 10 sets of fingerprints and 
foam padding to protect your new 
nighthawk Falcon. if you’re thinking 
of a long or short Walkabout, the 
drago gear assault Backpack will hold 
everything you need and the padded 
waistpack is perfect for those short 
day trips. The Tactical pen will help 
you keep track of your Walkabout and 
provide a last ditch defensive tool.

you can’t win if you don’t enter, so 
send those postcards in pronto or take 
the survey and enter online at  
www.gunsmagazine.com.

YOU CAN WIN A fREE 
NIGHTHAWK FALCON 1911 .45 ACP AND MORE!
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GUN GIVEAWAY!
GUNS MAGAZINE
SEPTEMBER 2011

FOR WEB LINKS, GO TO WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/PRODUCT-INDEX

Value of Package:  $3,667.89
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“So,” I inquired, trying to sound all 
casual and breezy, “What’s the quirk?”

“’Scuse me?” replied the gun club 
secretary, “Quirk? Whattaya mean?”

I’ve shot on a lot of strange ranges 
in some very peculiar places, and 
found that virtually all of ‘em have 
some kinda “quirk.” The quirk is that 
one little thing that outsiders don’t 
know about, and it’s been around so 
long the regulars don’t even think 
about it anymore—but they know to 
avoid it. Range quirks are gonna be a 
fat chapter in the book I pretend to be 
writing. I’ve suffered enough learning 
them, so they ought to pay off  some 
day, right? 

At one, everybody religiously rolls 
up their car windows—tight—because 
of the bad-tempered range mascot 
dog who likes to jump into your truck, 
shred and eat the seats, chew the door 
lock stems down to ragged nubbins, 
then puke into the ripped-open center 
console. They do it ’cause they know 
they have to. I didn’t.

At another, there’s a 12th-
generation nest of hornets in the 
overhead at position 12 on the rifle 
benchrest line. The nest hangs just 
about 1" lower than the end of a 
cleaning rod pulled out of a propped-
up Remington 700. Others knew. I 
learned. 

In the men’s head of another, there’s 
one toilet nobody uses—nobody but 
strangers anyway—because it flushes 
up. I don’t mean it “runs over.” I mean, 
it erupts like Mount Vesuvius. It ain’t 
marked. Of course not! “Everybody 
knows about it.” Yeah, sure. One 
has vicious mutant rats the size of 
dachshunds living in the target locker 
on the right, so everybody except the 
outsider knows to only open the locker 
on the left. Now, an “outsider” knows. 

I thought they were skinny badgers—
or fat weasels. 

At yet another club, there’s a range 
tech who wears an aluminum-foil 
hat to repel mind-control rays from 
“The Mother Ship.” When he’s not 
mining spent shot or running the 
reloader, he wanders around holding 
angry, profane, highly animated 
conversations with inanimate objects. 
I could deal with that, but all the 
regulars knew you can’t say the 
words “space,” “cheese,” or “mother” 
around him, or he bursts into tears, 
runs screaming out toward the 100-

yard line, and shooting has to be shut 
down until he’s found, medicated, 
wrapped in a blanket, and carried 
back. I learned about that quirk, too. 
He’s heavy.

Never, Ever disturb Pepe
Just below The Cotton Curtain, 

the “rangehouse” in this one place 
looked like a travel-trailer had broken 
loose from a truck and crashed 
into the end of a chicken house in 
about 1952. Somebody then decided 
to semi-permanently join ’em in 
unholy wedlock with duct tape, tin 
sheets and baling wire. At some later 
point, the result was deemed to be a 
range office and living quarters for 
the groundskeeper. It was the kind 
of thing you want to ask questions 
about, but get the feeling it could be a 
sensitive subject. 

Over an obviously-occupied critter-
burrow under one side there was a 
cardboard sign reading, “Do NOT 
Disterb Pepe!” scrawled in felt marker. 
I didn’t ask, and I sure didn’t want to 
disturb Pepe, whoever or whatever 

•  J O h N  C O N N O R  •

hOME, hOME ON 
ThE RANGE 

–sorta.
i was on the phone, concluding arrangements to do some 

prototype rifle testing at yet another range i’d never 
heard of in a county with ‘way too many consonants in its 
name, and i just couldn’t help it. i was tired and maybe a 
little cranky. i had to ask… the question. 
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• CONFIRM THE ID #
• NEVER PAY MORE THAN
 $37 FOR A 2-YEAR  
 SUBSCRIPTION
• WHEN IN DOUBT, 
 CONTACT US
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DEAR READERS: Nefarious scoundrels have been trying to scam Handgunner readers by offering unauthor-ized subscriptions for a ridiculously high price. Don’t be a victim of this dastardly behavior! It’s easy to protect yourself; simply remember: NEVER pay more than $37 for a 2-year subscription to Handgunner! If it asks for $71, toss it! I’ve received a bunch of calls from you guys, reporting suspicious offers to renew subs to Handgunner. You have detailed receiving offers on mailing pieces, looking suspiciously similar to ours. They direct you to write a check or submit a credit card number for the outrageous price of $71 (almost twice the published price!!!). They appear to be from us — but they are most certainly not! While it is still rare, it has occurred, so keep a sharp eye and don’t be shy about questioning something like this.
It’s easy to verify that it’s legit. Confi rm the Handgunner ID Number on the top line of the renewal label matches your ID on the magazine you get. The price is NEVER higher than $19.75 for one year, or $36.75 for two. Our offers say, “Make check payable to American Handgunner” (NOT some sleazy third party!). The return address will either be 12345 World Trade Drive, San Diego, CA or P.O. Box 509093 in San Diego. Anything else spells trouble!

Keep in mind, we’re always just a phone call away. Pick up the phone and dial (858) 605-0253 to chat with one of our ace subscription staffers or go to www.americanhandgunner.com and click on “Contacts” to reach us. We’re actual human beings, and will be happy to help you out anytime. You can also always drop me a note at editor@americanhandgunner.com if you want to report a scam, have a question or think I can help out.
— Roy Huntington, Editor

IN DOUBT, 

roy alert.indd   2 6/20/11   12:28 PM
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the heck he/she/it might be. Over 
the years I’ve learned that warnings 
written freehand in felt marker, blood, 
or lipstick carry far more weight than 
professionally-printed signs. 

We were takin’ a break in the shade 
of  the “range-coop” when we heard 
snickering, rattling, a sharp intake 
of  breath, and then our collective 
olfactory senses were assaulted and 
overrun by airborne essence of  super-
skunk. Note: some skunks stink. 
This odor went somewhere beyond 
horrific. We’re talkin’ psychosomatic 
blindness, involuntary voiding, and 
short-term memory loss. My nasal 
hairs were tryin’ to retract into my 
brain. 

Instantly, the “regulars” jammed 
foam earplugs up their nostrils, 
frenziedly scooped up their gear 
and, well, they didn’t “flee the area” 
so much as they radiated out from 
the blast-point like high-velocity 
shrapnel. I was left standing there, 
realizing that, (a) I didn’t have any 
foam ear plugs, (b) my range muffs 
could not fit up my nose, and (c) the 
idiot standing over by that burrow 
holding one of those telescoping 
brass-retrieving rods, was the culprit 
who committed the ultimate sin. He 
had disturbed Pepe.

For about two seconds, I felt sorry 
for the idiot. Having absorbed the 
point-blank blast of Pepe’s wrath, he 
looked like he had turned to stone, 
and the stone was disintegrating. 
Then the trailer door exploded open, 
and out shot the groundskeeper, an 
enraged, elderly apparition in long 
gray underwear, squeezing his nose 
with one hand and wavin’ an old 
Springfield ’03 stock in the other. 

Dangleblaggit! he screamed, “Who 
‘sturbed PEPE?” 

The Stone Man, electrified by 
terror, bolted away—with Pappy in 
hot pursuit. I survived—and chalked 
up another quirk.

I briefly explained “quirks” to the 
gentleman on the phone, and he just 
chuckled.

“Oh, there’s nothin’ like that!” he 
laughed—then he got quiet. “Well-
l-l,” he drawled, “There is that patch 
of quicksand on the path down to 
the trap house. It gets blowed over 
with leaves sometimes so’s you kinda 
can’t see it, but ever’body knows it’s 
there and skirts around it, ’cept for 
that fella who came visitin’ last spring, 
and… Umm… I see what you mean.”

Ah-HA! The QUIRK!
Editor’s note: John Connor is moving 

and out of kindness and generosity we 
chose to run a “Best of Odd Angry 
Shot” this month. Hopefully, by next 
month, he’ll remember where he packed 
his computer.

Three Course 

BONUS
Includes:
Concealed

Carry Options 
Home

Defense
VVehicle
Defense

Two-disc set only $49.95 — Order Today:
(800) 628-9818 (M-F 8am-3pm PST)
www.americanhandgunner.com/TRvids

“It’s a BIG gun
when I put it on
and it’s a BIG gun
when I pull it out.”
Learn how to choose a gun, 
carry concealed and draw 
carefully. Get Clint Smith’s  
Thunder Ranch DVD course.

Clint on Concealed Carry:

http://www.americanhandgunner.com/TRvids
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“Clintism” No. 3:

“The gun that’s with you
is better than the one that’s home

in the safe.”
You’ve decided to carry

a concealed handgun. Now what?
    Clint Smith of Thunder Ranch can help you adjust to 
this change in your lifestyle through the 
Concealed Carry Options two-disc DVD set.
    Clint will help you choose which gun to
carcarry, how to carry it, what to look for in
clothing and how to draw the gun correctly.
    He also discusses the assets and liabilities
of a concealed handgun and how they affect you.
     The Thunder Ranch Concealed Carry Options
DVD set will help you discover logical solutions
that fit your lifestyle. Order your copy today!

Includes over two hours of video!
(800) 628-9818 (M-F 8am-3pm PST)

www.americanhandgunner.com/TRvidst
Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery

Two-disc set only

$49.95

http://www.americanhandgunner.com/TRvidst
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“Gun Fit”

Shari can help.

If it fits,
she has a

better chance 
for more hits.

Order Today!
(800) 628-9818
(M-F 8am-3pm PST)

www.gunsmagazine.com/
fmgvideo

More hits = More fun.
Choosing the right gun 
and making sure it fits 

a lady is important. 

Shooting champion Shari 
LeGate provides all the 
information needed for 

any lady to get started in 
shotgun sports through 
her DVD, Women’s Guide 

To Shotgunning.

Special Price:

Only
$24.95!

both left us in the 1980s. They are 
the most influential sixgun writers 
of all time and I make no pretense to 
coming even close to what they were 
able to do. However, I have done my 
best to hold up the torch for the .44 
Special and judging on what I hear 
and see, there are a whole lot of .44 
Special sixgun connoisseurs out there. 
It has never been easy to find .44 
Specials even when they were standard 
offerings from Colt and S&W both of 
whom dropped the .44 Special when 
Keith and Skelton were still with us. 
Now in this second decade of the new 
century .44 Specials are easier to find 
than ever before. 

I’m always on the lookout for a 
good .44 Special and suddenly they 
are appearing with definite regularity. 
Kull Auction which purchased Old 
Town Station Dispatch holds at least 
two auctions per year and I always bid 
on one or more sixguns. In the past 
year, I’ve won not one but two very 
rare .44 Specials. 

I am a shooting collector. I do 
not pay collector prices for pristine 
examples; however, I am always 
looking for sixguns in excellent 
shooting condition. The first one 
was something I have been seeking 
for years, a Colt New Service 7-1/2" 
Target Model. The only other one I 
have ever seen belongs to my friend 
and brother Allan Jones, who is now 
retired from CCI, but not before he 
edited the Speer Reloading Manual 
No. 14. I have been lusting after one 
of these Colt Target Models ever since 
I first shot his more than 20 years ago. 
The second auction found me the new 
owner of another 7-1/2" Colt, a 2nd 
Generation New Frontier. Colt only 
made about 250 2nd Generation .44 
Special New Frontiers split between 
5-1/2" and 7-1/2" barrel lengths.

A Special Ruger
This morning my FFL dealer, 

Buckhorn Gun & Pawn, called to tell 
me a new gun had come in from Ruger. 
It turned out to be one of their new, 
standard production, Flat-Top .44 
Specials, this one with a 5-1/2" barrel. 
Not only is Ruger now offering the .44 
Special as a standard production item, 
it is also built on the medium-sized 
frame of the original .357 Blackhawk 
which basically makes it the same 
size as a Colt Single Action. In fact, 
Ruger’s .44 Special and Colt’s New 
Frontier both fit the same holsters. 
Just before Christmas two other very 
special .44 Specials arrived, a 3-1/2" 
USFA Double Eagle and the new MG 
Arms Dragonfly which is a 15-ounce 
.44 Special looking much like a Ruger 

Flat-Top Blackhawk. 
The .44 Special Flat-Top Blackhawk 

is now a standard production item, as 
in 2009, Lipsey’s ordered a special run 
of 2,000 .44 Special Flat-Tops with 
production evenly split between 4-5/8" 
and 5-1/2" barrel lengths. They sold 
extremely well and there were many 
sixgunners unable to come up with 
one; now they can get one from Ruger. 

New from lipsey’s
Lipsey’s new offerings include not 

one, but two new versions of the .44 
Special Flat-Top Ruger Blackhawk. 
One of these is just like the original 
.44s ordered by Lipsey’s, however, in 
stainless steel with a 4-5/8" barrel. 
The other special Specials will be 
4-5/8" and 5-1/2" barrel length 
Blackhawks; however, they will be 
fitted with Bisley parts—that is grip 
frame, grips, hammer and trigger will 
all be patterned after the Ruger Bisley 
Model parts. Later this year a group I 
started known as The Shootists, will 
be celebrating their 25th Anniversary 
and our special sixgun will be a 7-1/2" 
.44 Special Ruger Bisley Model Ruger. 
Readers can count on seeing all of 
these sixguns in future pages.

Freedom Arms continues to offer 
the excellent single-action Model 97 
in .44 Special, while USFA not only 
offers the above-mentioned Double 
Eagle, but their Single Action and 
Flat-Top Target Model in .44 Special 
as well. Smith & Wesson has also 
offered several double-action .44 
Specials in the last few years. We may 
have to work on Colt to not only 
chamber the Single Action in .44 
Special but to bring back the New 
Frontier as well. Add in all the custom 
sixgunsmiths building .44 Specials 
and, although it took a long time, it 
appears the .44 Special is alive and 
well. May it ever be so.

ConTaCTs: 
sTurm, ruger & Co.

200 ruger rd., presCoTT, aZ 86301
(928) 778-6555. 

WWW.gunsmagaZine.Com/ruger

usFa
445-453 ledyard sT., harTFord, CT 06114

(860) 296-7441
WWW.gunsmagaZine.Com/us-Firearms

 
mg arms

6030 TreasChWig rd., spring, Tx 77373
(281) 821-8282

WWW.gunsmagaZine.Com/mg-arms-inC

smiTh & Wesson
2100 roosevelT ave. 

springField, ma 01104
(800) 331-0852

WWW.gunsmagaZine.Com/smiTh-Wesson

continued from page 82
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Traditional torture tests are boring. That’s why we throw our rifles 

from moving vehicles, run them over, shoot them, blow them up, 

and drop them from helicopters. This is a true testament to our 

products and the heart that goes into designing & manufacturing 

them - All because your life depends on it. If you aren’t using 

Daniel Defense products, ask yourself… 

“Why the hell not?” 

We   deliver   truth    in   every   Daniel   Defense   rifle   box; 
True   reliability,  True   accuracy,   and   True   dominance.

Although the .44 Special arrived 
in the closing days of 1907, it would 
remain for Elmer Keith to really 
make it a household name among 
sixgunners. From 1929 to 1956 he 
called it the “King of Sixguns” and 
several of his .44s including the “No. 
5 SAA” as he called it are on display 
in the Elmer Keith Museum in the 
Boise, Idaho, Cabela’s. Keith worked 
for nearly three decades trying to 
convince ammunition makers to offer 
his .44 Special Heavy Load consisting 
of a 250-grain hardcast bullet at 1,200 
fps, and if  necessary he felt revolver 
manufacturers could come up with a 
new sixgun for this load. 

He got a lot more than he asked 
for when the new .44 Magnum arrived 
and clocked out at nearly 1,500 fps. 
Both S&W and Ruger offered excellent 
sixguns for the new cartridge which 
was simply a lengthened .44 Special. 
Keith was so happy he retired his .44 
Specials and used the .44 Magnum 
almost exclusively for the next 25 years.

Skeeter’s Pick
Keith laid the .44 Special torch 

down in the mid-1950s, however, 
Skeeter Skelton picked it up in the 
1960s carrying it for nearly 25 years. 
The following quote is from my Book 
of the .44, which is available at www.

sixguns.com: “Once the .44 Magnum 
arrived, the .44 Special appeared to 
be doomed. Elmer Keith who had 
relied upon the .44 Special for three 
decades retired his Specials, took up 
the Magnum, and never looked back. 
The Smith & Wesson 4" .44 Magnum 
even fit the same holster as his 4" 
1950 Target Model .44 Special. Keith 
was not the only one pushing the .44 
Special aside. In 1966, along with 
several other great sixguns, Smith & 
Wesson dropped the 1950 Target .44 
Special from its catalog.

“Another devotee of the .44 Special 
was Skeeter Skelton, and just as Keith 

he dropped the .44 Special in favor of 
the .44 Magnum. He swapped off  his 
5" 1950 Target .44 Special and took up 
the 4" .44 Magnum. However, Skeeter 
did look back and he longed for his 
.44 Specials realizing there was room 
for both .44s. He wrote in the March 
1975 issue of Shooting Times, ‘With 
full loads the muzzleblast and recoil of 
the 4" Model 29, while not as fierce as 
sometimes described, brought me to 
the conclusion that the .44 Magnum 
was not the optimum choice as a law-
enforcement gun. While it is certainly 
true that one well-placed shot from 
it will anchor any man, there are 
other considerations… For law-
enforcement use I returned a favored 
1950 Target .44 Special with 4" barrel 
to my holster. After reflecting on my 
experiences with the .44 Magnum, I 
even loaded the .44 Special down to 
a manageable 250-grain 900 fps rate 
that gave me good DA control and 
retained more than adequate stopping 
power. If  you’re thinking that I quit 
the Smith & Wesson .44 Magnum, 
you’re wrong. It simply switched roles 
in my cast of handgun characters. 
The Model 29, in my mind, became 
an outdoorsman’s gun—perhaps the 
finest ever made for the handgun 
hunter. I soon learned that the 6-1/2" 
and 8-3/8" models performed better 
than the 4" gun.’ 

“It would not be long until Skeeter 
would begin a campaign to resurrect 
the .44 Special… It was my good 
fortune to first meet him at the NRA 
Convention in Salt Lake City in 1978 
when he was awarded the Outstanding 
American Handgunner Award. I 
had taken along a picture of a First 
Generation Colt Single Action Army 
with the barrel marked ‘RUSSIAN 
AND S&W SPECIAL 44.’ All I had to 
do was show him that picture without 
a word and he grabbed my arm and 
said, ‘Let’s go talk.’ I had found the 
way to his heart.”

Elmer Keith and Skeeter Skelton 

continued on page 81

ThE dROUGhT IS OVER!
it’s raining .44 Specials!

as i write this, it is the first month of the New year and 
it is cold and snowing; however, it is also raining—

raining .44 Specials. Suddenly it seems .44 Specials 
are everywhere, being offered by at least four american 
manufacturers in addition to imports and special limited 
runs by distributors. The .44 Special goes back over 100 
years and has always been the connoisseur’s cartridge. 
The neat thing is more and more sixgunners are 
becoming connoisseurs. anywhere thinking sixgunners 
gather, the .44 Special becomes a topic of conversation. if 
that’s not cool i don’t know what is!

Suddenly .44 Specials such as these are 
everywhere, including (from top left clockwise) 
2nd Generation Colt New Frontier, USFA 3-1/2" 
Double Eagle, MG Arms Dragonfly, Ruger’s 
Production Model .44 Special Flat-Top.
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Traditional torture tests are boring. That’s why we throw our rifles 

from moving vehicles, run them over, shoot them, blow them up, 

and drop them from helicopters. This is a true testament to our 

products and the heart that goes into designing & manufacturing 

them - All because your life depends on it. If you aren’t using 

Daniel Defense products, ask yourself… 

“Why the hell not?” 

We   deliver   truth    in   every   Daniel   Defense   rifle   box; 
True   reliability,  True   accuracy,   and   True   dominance.

http://www.danieldefense.com


http://www.stiguns.com
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