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retail Price
I just got my April issue and turned 

to the article on the new .380 Colt 
Mustang Pocket Lite. I enjoyed the 
article very much, but I am betting 
the price Mike Cumpston paid for 
his gun should have read 50-percent 
over suggested retail, rather than 
50¢. If  he did get one for only 50¢ 
over suggested retail, he really found 
a bargain. I just recently bought one 
on Gunbroker.com for $699 and was 
extremely happy with that price.

I probably need to try different 
ammo in mine, as I did not get quite 
the results that Mike showed. All in 
all, the gun is a keeper!

Thanks for putting out a magazine 
that is informative and very enjoyable 
to read. I look forward to it each 
month.

Raymond Roy
Amarillo, Texas

The retail price for the Colt 
Mustang is $599—if you can find one. 
Some dealers take advantage of the 
scarcity of popular models by asking a 
price over list. The little Colt is proving 
a hot seller, so having one may be worth 
the extra tariff. In fact, Colt told us 
test pistols would be 60 to 90 days out. 
Mike buying his garnered him the story 
assignment.—Jeff John

Photos Please
Please convey to John Taffin that 

we expect photos of his Lipsey’s/Keith 
No. 5 (March Campfire Tales) when 
he gets it back from Turnbull’s! Great 
article on a truly classic firearm!

Joel Adamson 
via e-mail

auxiliary Campus Police 
I read David Codrea’s column just 

as Fox News Channel announced the 
University of Virginia was found 
liable for withholding information 
from students during the 2007 campus 
shooting massacre.

At the risk of angering the Second 
Amendment purists (I’m a long-time 
NRA member), I have a proposal to 

empower at least some students to 
carry concealed while on campus:

1. The student must already possess 
a valid concealed carry permit. (This 
would eliminate underclassmen in 
most states, and de facto impose a 
minimum age restriction.)

2. The student take (and pass) 
testing provided by the school’s 
campus police force.

3. The course work and testing 
would qualify the student to be 
“auxiliary campus police” and be 
appropriately licensed.

4. In case of  campus emergency, 
these student-auxiliary police would 
be obliged to don an emergency 
identification garment (vest, jacket, 
etc.) and openly carry their weapons.

There are lots of  details to work 
out, but you get the idea. This sort 
of  program would turn the tables on 
the gun-ban crowd while providing 
much-needed additional manpower 
for usually undermanned campus 
forces. Let’s even let instructors apply 
for auxiliary police status.

Steve Slater
Waterford, Michigan

retro issues
Imagine my surprise when I opened 

this months GUNS online and found 
the issues from the ’50s. I thoroughly 
enjoy them and learned a lot about 
attitudes and accepted “facts” of the 
day. Just to read the ads was almost 
worth it on its own.

Anyone who considers themselves 
gun persons should check these out.

William “Pete” Peterson
Mesquite, Nev.

Glad you like them! We post 
one new past issue a month at 
www.gunsmagazine.com/classic-
guns-magazine-editions/ as a free 
download.—Jeff John

sorry robbie
I inadvertently left out Robbie 

Barrkman’s credit for May’s cover 
and story photography. For that I 
apologize.—Jeff John
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One of the most signifi cant fi rearm introductions in a generation, the Solo™ 9mm puts unequaled 
Kimber® quality, performance and dependability in a micro-compact pistol. Weighing just 17 
ounces and only 5.5 inches long, they are easy to carry. Near-perfect 1911 ergonomics, smooth 
trigger pull and well-designed sights make them easy to shoot accurately. Built to last, both 
models have stainless steel slides and barrels, plus frames machined from the fi nest aluminum. 
Solo pistols deliver unequaled micro-compact performance - just what you expect from Kimber.

©2011 Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Kimber names, logos and other trademarks may not be 

used without permission. Names of  other companies, products and services may be the property of  

their respective owners. Kimber firearms are shipped with an instruction manual and California-approved 

cable lock. Copy of  instruction manual available by request.

Kimber, One Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY 10705 (800) 880-2418

The all-new Solo Carry (left) and Solo Carry 
Stainless are the most accurate, shootable and 
dependable 9mm micro-compacts ever offered. 
Kimber quality has come to small pistols.

T H E  C H O I C E  O F  A M E R I C A ’ S  B E S T

kimberamerica.com

Ambidextrous thumb 
safety and magazine 
release are 1911-inspired, 
making operation positive, 
intuitive and fast.

The Solo grip design 
encourages natural target 
alignment and ensures 
both comfortable 
shooting and control.

Solo pistols have a single 
action striker-fi red trigger 
system with the smooth and 
consistent pull required for 
best accuracy.

Introducing the
   Kimber Solo 9mm.

http://www.kimberamerica.com


Virtually every shooting coach 
and master shooter agrees that 
your gun’s barrel should be in line 
with your forearm, and the web of 
your hand should be high on the 
backstrap of  your revolver, or high 
and tight into the grip tang of  your 
semiautomatic pistol. The higher the 
hand, the lower the muzzle vis-à-vis 
the arm(s) behind it. The closer the 
axis of  the gun barrel is to the line 
of  the radius, the upper bone in your 
forearm, the less leverage the muzzle 
will have to climb upon recoil. 

Because most designers built 

their handguns to be held this way, 
this also means the higher the hand, 
the more straight-back the natural 
movement of  the trigger will be, 
reducing downward “jerks” that send 
the bullet south of  its intended point 
of  impact. With auto pistols, a too-
low hand position allows so much 
handgun movement upon recoil that 
momentum, which should have been 
running the slide against the rigid 
abutment of  a firmly-held frame, is 
dissipated, and the slide runs out 
of  momentum. This can result in 
ejection failures and “stovepipes,” 

and failures of  the slide to return to 
battery, either of  which can prevent 
the next shot from being fired.

Having the barrel in line with 
the forearm is important for similar 
reasons. In that grasp, there are 
literally feet of  flesh and bone 
directly aligned against the recoil 
impulse, resulting in surer auto pistol 
cycling and faster return of  revolver 
or pistol alike to the point of  aim. 
If  the hand is twisted on the gun 
and only the thumb joint is aligned 
behind the line of  recoil—called the 
“h-grip,” because the hand in this 
awkward position describes a lower-
case letter “h”—the shooter has only 
a fraction as much “hand and body 
into the gun.” Recoil once again goes 
out of  control, and reliability of 
autoloaders will suffer.

Light, Medium, hard?
Shooting techniques are tools for 

getting the shots where they need to 
go, and we must always “tailor the tool 
to the task.” How firmly to grasp the 
gun is one of the great, long-standing 
debates of marksmanship, and the 
answer is determined by the situation. 
If the job is to hold a target pistol 
weighing 2.5 to 3 or more pounds 
steady against only 2.5 or so pounds 
of pressure, in a game like American 
bull’s-eye where “rapid fire” is defined 
as five shots in 10 seconds, a light hold 
may be the technique of choice. But 
if you are firing a hard-kicking S&W 
Model 340 PD .357 Magnum revolver, 
with a weight of less than 12 ounces 
and a trigger-pull weight of close to 
12 pounds, and “rapid fire” has turned 
into five shots in 1 second before Bubba 
smashes his machete into your head, 
the game has just changed dramatically. 
It’s now a different task, requiring a 
different tool and a different technique.

At one end of the debate, we have 
light grasp: Makes sense to me for slow 
target shooting at tiny marks a long 
distance away. It doesn’t give as much 
recoil control as harder holds, though. 
The great master Jeff Cooper was 
among the few combat shooters who 
went this way. He advised holding the 
handgun like a quail: just firmly enough 
that it wouldn’t fly away, but light 
enough that you would not crush its 
delicate body. However, Jeff’s signature 

STORY: Massad AyoobSTORY: Massad Ayoob

baCk to basiCs,  
Part iii:  

PriMary hand GrasP
How you hold the handgun  

is foundational to how  
well you’ll shoot it.

The grasp of the handgun is the interface between you 
and the machine. If it isn’t right, you’ll never shoot your 

best. It’s only the gun hand that really controls the pistol or 
revolver; if the support hand gets there at all, it’s stabilizing 
the firing hand more than it’s stabilizing the handgun 
itself. Let’s look at key elements of the primary hand grasp, 
sometimes called “master grip” or “firing hand hold.”

High hand grasp is seen on this 
“fighting gun,” a Glock 31 with 
8-pound NY-1 trigger and firing 
powerful .357 SIG ammo. It mounts 
Scott Warren Tactical night sights.
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gun was the 1911 Government Model, 
weighing 39 ounces unloaded, and 
he preferred a 3-pound single-action 
trigger. That combination is no longer 
the defensive paradigm.

The middle ground seems to be, hold 
hard until the hand starts to tremble, 
and then back off. In modern practical 
shooting, it has often been quantified 
as 40-percent strength with one hand, 
and 60-percent strength with the other, 
in a 2-hand hold. There is no question 
national and world championships 
have been won with this hold. The trick 
is in keeping pressure consistent.

At the other end of  the bell curve 
is the crush grip, holding as hard as 
you can and tremors be damned, 
since when you’re under pressure you 
can expect the hand to be trembling 
anyway, so you might as well get 
used to it sooner than later. Mild 
tremors are the downside, but the 
upside is improved recoil control, 
and the fact that if  an opponent tries 
to snatch your weapon, the harder 
you were holding at the outset, the 
less likely you are to be disarmed. In 

competition shooting, the great world 
champion Rob Leatham is on record 
as saying he holds his Springfield 
pretty much as hard as he can. Bob 
Vogel, the IDPA World Champion, 
is famous for his crushingly powerful 
grip on his Glock, and the late, 
great gunfighting instructor Rex 
Applegate advocated a super-hard 
hold he called “convulsive grip.”

“Tailor the tool to the task!” My day 
job is training people to use guns under 
stress, and my hobby is competition 
shooting. In each I advocate a crush 
grip. It has won me 1st place awards in 
six of the last eight practical shooting 
matches in which I’ve competed. But, 
as they say on the Internet, YMMV: 
“Your Mileage May Vary.”  In the end, 
every component of marksmanship is 
about what works for the individual, 
not what works for the instructor, 
writer, or other third party who may be 
dispensing the advice.  

The thing is, though, that you don’t 
know what works for you until you try 
every technique out there, and find out 
for yourself.

This light grasp is suitable 
with this gun: a longslide 
Clark Custom Colt with 
2.5-pound trigger, firing mild 
.38 Special wadcutters at a 
slow bull’s-eye pace.

Curled down thumb and white 
fingernail beds signal crush 
grip on this S&W .357 Combat 
Magnum, with double-action 
trigger tuned by Denny Reichard.
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The Ruger® LCP® is a compact
.380 Auto pistol that weighs

just 9.40 ounces (with an empty
magazine). It is lightweight and ideal 

for all-day carry– ensuring you have it
 when and where you need it.
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The Ruger® LC9 ™ is a
double-action-only, 9mm

Luger pistol that is hammer-
fi red. It has a smooth trigger pull

and features smooth “melted” edges for 
ease of holstering, carrying and drawing. 
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2011 Handgun 
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Shown with new LaserMax Centerfire™ laser.
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STORY: John BarsnessSTORY: John Barsness

The .243 appeared in 1955, mostly 
thanks to Warren Page, the shooting 
columnist for Field & Stream and 
an avid wildcatter. Page convinced 
many American hunters that 6mm 
bullets were far superior to boring 
old .25-caliber bullets. Remington 
responded to the demand by 
chambering a necked-down .257 
Roberts initially called the .244, 
while Winchester brought out a 
necked-down .308 they called the 
.243.

Anytime a rifle company answers 
public demand, it should heed the 
demand instead of  thinking it knows 
better. Page promoted his 6mm 
wildcats as perfect “combination 
cartridges,” working great on both 
varmints and deer. Remington 
leaned toward the varmint side with 
the .244, fitting their Model 722 bolt 
action with a medium-heavy 26" 
barrel with a 1:12" rifling twist, and 
offering 75- and 90-grain factory 
loads. Winchester put the .243 in 
their new Model 70 Featherweight, 
a lighter version of  the rifle many 
hunters considered the best bolt-
action on earth, using a 1:10" twist 
barrel and offering 80- and 100-grain 
loads.

Back then most hunters believed 
deer couldn’t be killed with bullets 
weighing less than 100 grains. As 
a result the .243 kicked the .244’s 
butt, even though the Model 70 
Featherweight retailed for 35 percent 
more than Remington’s 722. Within 
a few years, even Remington had to 
start making .243 rifles and ammo.

Remington tried to revive the .244 

in 1963 in their spiffy new Model 
700 rifle, changing its name to 6mm 
Remington, with a 1:9" twist and 
a 100-grain factory load. Interest 
revived, but not for long. These days 
Remington doesn’t chamber the 6mm 
in any regular-production 700.

I have a soft spot for the .243, 
since it cured me of  a bad flinch 
caused by my 8th-grade purchase of 
a .308 Winchester Savage Model 99 
with an aluminum buttplate. Before 
then I was a good shot with a .22 
rimfire and my father’s Marlin .30-

30, but weighed 112 pounds. The 
99’s buttplate battered my skinny 
shoulder, and the resulting flinch 
wasn’t totally cured until several 
years later, after purchasing a slightly 
used Remington 700 .243. 

A few months later I was hunting 
the edge of  an eastern Montana 
plateau by tossing rocks in the 
brushy coulees. Eventually a 3x3 
mule deer buck emerged from a 
patch of  buffaloberry, stopping to 
look back over his shoulder at about 
50 yards. The crosshairs of  the scope 
rested steadily on his rib cage, and at 
the shot he flipped over on his side, 
instantly dead. Wow!

The .243 didn’t always electrocute 
deer (no cartridge does) but over the 
next few years 17 big-game animals 
fell to that rifle, the last a whitetail 
doe that ran off  after a broadside 
rib shot. After searching for an hour 
without finding a trace, my older 
hunting companion convinced me the 
shot missed, and we headed home. 

not adequate?
But all through that long night 

I could see the reticle right on the 
deer’s ribs, and went back the next 

the .243 WinChester
This enduring cartridge 

keeps getting better.

Hardly a month goes by without some magazine article 
or Internet chat room thumping the .243 Winchester for 

its inadequacies as a deer cartridge. Purists even nitpick 
the case’s short neck and sloping shoulder compared to the 
practically perfect 6mm Remington—a cartridge the .243 ran 
into the competitive dirt half a century ago. Yet out there in 
the real world, .243s just keep selling.

Eileen Clarke 
dropped this big 
Montana whitetail 
buck with one 
100-grain Nosler 
Partition from her 
Husqvarna .243.
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morning. A magpie flew from thick 
brush less than 100 yards away, and 
the doe lay under the brush, heart-
shot. Luckily, a coyote had dragged 
the guts out, and the meat was fine.

That convinced me the .243 really 
wasn’t adequate for deer—until 
about 15 years later, when I heart-
shot a mule deer doe with a .300 
Winchester Magnum, and she went 
just about as far as the one shot with 

the .243. The truth is any reasonable 
cartridge will kill deer as long as we 
put the right bullet in the right place, 
and even a big magnum doesn’t 
guarantee dropping them instantly. 

Since then there’s usually been 
at least one .243 in the house, but 
my wife, Eileen, never tried one, 
partly because of  its reputation as 
a “women’s and kid’s” cartridge. 
Unfortunately, during the past 

few years she started getting recoil 
headaches even from moderately-
recoiling firearms. Switching to 
a 28-gauge solved the shotgun 
problem, but she hadn’t found the 
perfect deer rifle, partly because her 
long neck requires a Monte Carlo 
stock. 

Then a really good Internet deal 
brought me a Husqvarna HVA .243, 
built on their commercial small-ring 

.243 HANDloADED AMMo PERFoRMANcE
 Rifle BaRRel length Bullet PowdeR ChaRge VeloCity gRouP Size
 (BRand, model) (inCheS) (BRand, Bullet weight, tyPe) (BRand) (gRainS weight) (fPS) (inCheS)

 Remington 700 BDL 22 Speer Hot-Cor 105 IMR4350 41.5 2,806 1.01
 BRowning Low-waLL 24 Nosler Ballistic Tip 55 Big Game 48.5 4 ,014 .67 
 BRowning Low-waLL 24 Nosler Partition 95 Reloder 22  43.0 3,093 .91
 Savage PReDatoR 22 Sierra BlitzKing 70 Varget 41.0 3,513 .53
 Savage PReDatoR 22 Nosler Ballistic Tip 95 N560 44.0 3,059 1.03
 new engLanD FiReaRmS HanDi-RiFLe 22 Nosler Ballistic Tip 95 H4350 41.0 2,963 .97
 BRowning X-BoLt 22 Nosler Ballistic Tip 55 Big Game 48.0  3,896 .29
 BRowning X-BoLt 22 Sierra BlitzKing 70 IMR4895 40.0 3,357 .84
 BRowning X-BoLt 22 Swift Scirocco II 90 N560 44.0 3,045 .99
 BRowning X-BoLt 22 Nosler Partition 100 Reloder 17 40.0 3,030 .65 
 CuStom mauSeR 26 Nosler Ballistic Tip 55 Big Game 48.0 4 ,011 .73
 CuStom mauSeR 26 Sierra BlitzKing 70 Varget 41.0 3,503 .58
 CuStom mauSeR 26 Swift Scirocco II 90 Reloder 17 41.0 3,284 .68
 HuSqvaRna 22 Nosler Partition 100 H4350 41.0 2,900* .87

Notes: *Estimated velocity.  These loads were safe only in the firearms tested. Be responsible.  Reduce loads and work up to maximum for your rifle.  Due to the 
inherent variables in the reloading of ammunition,  be sure to verify any published loads with current manufacturer ’s data.  Be aware, and be safe.
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Barnes once offered a 115-grain 
roundnose. Today most 105- to 
115-grain 6mm bullets are long-
range models, normally requiring a 
faster twist than the 1:10" in most 
factory rifles. I’ve never owned a .243 
with a twist fast enough to stabilize 
them, but included some loading 
data from Hodgdon and Ramshot.   

Oddly enough, half  a century 
after the .244 failed due to bullets 
supposedly too light for deer, these 
days a lot of  .243 fans use sub-100-
grain, controlled-expansion bullets 
for big game, such as the 80-grain 
Barnes Tipped TSX and Hornady 
GMX; the 85-grain Barnes TSX, 
Nosler Partition and Hornady 
Interbond; and the 90-grain Nosler 
E-Tip and Swift Scirocco II. Right 
now, Eileen’s working up a load with 
the 90-grain Nosler E-Tip, because 
it shoots flatter and kicks even less 
than the 100-grain load used on her 
big buck, and my heavy .243 really 
likes 90-grain Sciroccos. They work 
equally well on coyotes and deer. 

Many 6mm varmint bullets have 
also gotten lighter. Hornady, Nosler 
and Sierra offer plastic tips of 55 to 58 
grains, which can be loaded to 4,000 
fps or so, effectively duplicating the 
.220 Swift. I’ve shot a bunch of prairie 
dogs out to 500 yards with the 55-grain 
Ballistic Tip, and even way out there 
it creates considerable “lift,” as some 
varmint shooters say. The .243 is still 
a great combination cartridge! 

Mauser 98 action. The stock had a 
Monte Carlo comb, and one day 
Eileen picked it up. “This rifle fits 
me!” she said, “and it’s light!” We 
handloaded some ammo, and few 
weeks later she instantly dropped 
a big whitetail buck with one shot 
through the shoulders and spine. 
Now the rifle’s hers, and she doesn’t 
worry about it being a woman’s rifle. 

Right now, my only .243 is a 
custom varmint rifle from about 
1960, built on another small-ring 
Mauser action, with a heavy 26" 
barrel and exaggerated Monte Carlo 
comb. It shoots great on varmints 
and, occasionally, deer way across 
alfalfa fields, though now I’m kinda 
looking for another light .243 for 
myself.

If  there’s a classic deer handload 
for the .243 it’s a bullet in the 
100-grain class and 41 to 42 grains 
of  either IMR4350 or H4350, the 
exact charge depending on the bullet. 
Until recently Speer offered their 
105-grain Hot-Cor, and it killed most 
of  the deer taken by my first .243, 
using 41.5 grains of  IMR4350. The 
first handload we tried in Eileen’s 
Husqvarna was 41.0 grains of  H4350 
and the 100-grain Nosler Partition, 
and it grouped under an inch. I must 
confess we didn’t even chronograph 
the load before going hunting, but 
would bet a box of  Partitions the 
muzzle velocity is at least 2,900 fps. 

Aside from the 105-grain Speer, 

.243 loADiNg MANUAl DATA, 24" BARRElS
 Bullet PowdeR ChaRge VeloCity
 (BRand, Bullet weight, tyPe) (BRand) (gRainS weight) (fPS)

 SieRRa matCHKing 107 Retumbo 49.0 2,974
 SieRRa matCHKing 107 Hunter 43.0 2,949 
 BaRneS oRiginaL 115 Hunter 41.0 2,753

John’s present .243 is a custom varmint rifle built on a Mexican 
Mauser action. Judging by the “California” style of the fancy stock, 
it was made not too long after the .243 appeared in 1955.

P R O T E C T  •  H U N T  •  C O M P E T E

CZ P-07
DUTY

FEATURES
•Convertible 
    (safety or decocker)

•Compact size
•New Omega trigger system
•Polymer frame with light rail
•16+1 9mm, 12+1 .40 S&W
•Two magazines

www.cz-usa.com

Today’s Most 
Versatile Handgun!

P.O. Box 171073, Kansas City, KS 66117-0073
Toll-free:  (800) 955-4486  

Phone:  (913) 321-1811
E-mail: info@cz-usa.com 
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STORY: Hamilton S. BowenSTORY: Hamilton S. Bowen

Once you have your rifle in-hand, 
decide on a scope. This brief  treatise 
must necessarily confine itself  to 
the installation rather the optics 
selection but, that said, I will offer one 
piece of advice. The tendency is to 
procure scopes of unnecessarily high 
magnification. All the scope does is 
provide a more precise sighting picture 
by putting all sighting elements on 

one clear plane. It is not a spotting 
device. All you need is a reticle you 
can see and place on the kill zone 
with a little room left over. You don’t 
need to fill the view through the scope 
with deer since you then restrict the 
all-important field of view. I want to 
see not only the deer but a lot of his 
surroundings so I can figure out what 
to do next if  something goes off  the 

rails. You can make a grizzly bear 
out of a prairie dog with a powerful 
enough scope—if you can find him in 
the first place.

Measurements
With your scope in-hand, you 

are now faced with the one difficult 
part of the operation: selecting from 
a bewildering variety of rings and 
mounts. The choice of manufacturer 
is largely a matter of preference or 
dictated by the design and application 
of scope and rifle. As a general rule, 
most mount/ring/scope combinations 
have sufficient latitude to provide 
proper eye relief. The real problem 
is choosing a base and rings of the 
proper height and configuration 
for your particular scope and rifle 
combination. Scopes with large 
objective bells may conflict with 
iron sights or barrels. Occasionally, 
eyepieces can interfere with the bolt 
when cycled. There are several ways to 
make this computation.

Most prefer to have the scope 
mounted close to the bore line as 
possible since this typically yields 
the best stock fit. Excessively tall 
mounting will take away the indexing 
for your head the stock comb 
provides, necessary in quick shooting. 
No matter how you go about figuring 
ring height, I can’t commend strongly 
enough the chart found in the 
Brownells gunsmithing supply catalog 
entitled Survey of Scope Ring and 
Base Heights. 

Charts
Armed with this intelligence and a 

simple steel ruler, you can get pretty 
close. Just lay your gun on its side on a 
flat surface and lay the scope beside it 
roughly where you think the eye relief  
will place it. With the bolt raised, 
get the scope as close to the gun as 
possible. With your ruler, measure the 
distance from the top of the receiver 
to the bottom of the scope tube. The 
Brownells chart will advise the height 
of the base and the distance from the 
bottom of the ring to the bottom of 
the main scope tube. Added together, 
you have the minimum acceptable 
height combination for your optics 
and gun. 

A search of the chart will advise 

instaLLinG a  
riFLe sCoPe

It’s not hard, and a few
good tools help.

Hunting season is not far off and, naturally, all we 
nimrods will start pondering our choice of weaponry. 

Some of us will take old favorites. Others will start 
afresh. Many of the others will want to apply a scope 
to their new piece. Thanks to the enormous technical 
resources available to modern hunters, it is simple and 
any hunter who can field dress a deer can handle a scope 
installation. We’ll assume you have a typical bolt-action 
rifle but what follows is applicable to most any rifle. At the 
expense of belaboring the obvious, make sure the gun is 
unloaded and no ammo is anywhere nearby.

A happy confluence of first-class equipment, world-class ammo and a little pleasant work.

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM • JUNE 201218



base and ring choices that add up 
close to your numbers. In addition to 
this vital chart, the Brownells website 
offers numerous brief  video and 
text seminars on a variety of scope-
mounting topics which will take you 
through the scope mounting process 
in clear and complete detail. The 
one titled “Determining Scope Ring 
Height” features a clever method 
using modeling clay. 

the Fitting
Now, for the easy stuff: fitting our 

trusty Remington M710 with a set of 
conventional Leupold 2-piece bases 
and standard rings. You don’t need 
much in the way of tools but you 
will need good ones. Bear in mind 
contemporary scope ring and base 
screws are usually of three varieties: 
slotted, Allen (hex) or Torx. You will 
need appropriate drivers for your type 
plus a larger standard-blade driver. If  
your have a cleaning cradle or some 
similar rifle-holding contraption, that 
will simplify the job a great deal.

First, degrease both the base 
screws and the base screw holes in 
the receiver. Everybody has his own 
theory about screw torque patterns 
but with only four screws and, in this 
case, two bases, there aren’t many 
ways to do it. Just alternate screws, 

tightening a little at a time until all 
are snugged tight. You don’t have to 
wring them off to keep the base tight. 
That’s what Loc-tite is for. A little dab 
of No. 242 (blue) on the screws will 
work miracles, but make sure none 
runs down a screw into the action. 
Make sure the screws themselves don’t 

interfere with the bolt.
A note of caution here: tops and 

bottoms and rings are often mated 
a specific way, so mark them before 
separating the components so you can 
reassemble them the same way. Next, 
grease the foot of the front ring to 
prevent wear and tear on the rotary 

It doesn’t take much to do the job, but every little bit helps.

Mad Max��

®
• Constucted of 
 premium saddle 
 leather for 
 ultimate comfort
• Reinforced top for 
 easy holstering
• J-Clips included 
 for total tuckable 
 concealment/adjusts 
 for height & cant

$7999
MSRP

Style 112

800-GUNHIDE 
631-841-6300
Dept #GM62
www.desantisholster.com
431 Bayview Avenue, 
Amityville, NY 11701

Mad Max��
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$$
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DeSantis Didn’t Invent Concealment, 
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dovetail. With the ring cap on and 
snug, plug in the ring and twist it 90 
degrees into alignment. It will turn 
stiffly so you will need some sort of 
lever. A piece of 7/8" hardwood will 
do. 

The rear ring is flat-bottomed 
and retained by a couple of dovetail 
screws, for want of a better term. Just 
center the ring on the base and lightly 
tighten the screws. Typically, the rear 
ring will be fairly straight. The front 
one, however, may be a bit off  axis 
with the rear. You can take off  the ring 
caps and gently lay the scope tube in 
the rings to see how aligned they are. 
Just don’t mash it in there. If  it doesn’t 
lay in easily or gaps at the bottom, the 
front ring needs to be tweaked a bit. 
For the price of a scope installation at 
your friendly local gun store, you can 
purchase a set of Brownells scope-
alignment rods, which are worth their 
weight in gold in time saved.

eye relief
Once the scope is on the gun, set 

the eye relief  (scope manufacturer will 
have detailed directions) by placing 
the scope as far forward in the rings as 
it will go. Shoulder the gun, and start 
pulling the scope to the rear until the 
dark, peripheral shadow disappears. 
Bring the scope on back a wee bit 
more. Bear in mind shooting position 
and clothes all have a bearing on ideal 
eye relief. 

The next step is the most frustrating 
of all. Getting those dang crosshairs 
straight will drive you barking mad. 
I cheat and use a handy gadget from 
B-square which is nothing more than 
bent piece of flat Lucite stock with a 
line up the middle. Laid on the bolt 
ways with the vertical leg just behind 
the scope’s eyepiece, you can get near-
perfect alignment in mere seconds. 

Lastly, tighten down the ring cap 
screws, using an X pattern for each 
ring but tightening all ring screws 
together, a little at a time, checking 
crosshair alignment as you go. Be sure 
to re-check crosshair alignment and 
eye relief  before heading to the range.

While this column is dedicated to 
scope installations, you still have to 
sight it in. Again, exact details of scope 
adjustment will be in your scope’s 
owner’s information. The main thing 
is to get the gun “on the paper” and 
dialed in with as little ammo wasted as 
possible. Gun shops will use an optical 
collimator to start. Cheapskates and 
Scotsmen will simply put the gun on 
the sandbags with bolt removed, peep 
down the bore and center the sighting 
target in the bore. Then, without 
moving the gun, you adjust the scope 
crosshairs onto the target. I like to 
shoot a shot at 25 or 50 yards just to 

HOGUE  /  ELISHEWITZ

EX-F01
5.5” & 7”

Handgun Grips in Soft Rubber, Aluminum, G10 
and Exotic Hardwood. OverMolded  Riie and 
Shotgun Stocks in Black, OD Green, Camo’s and 
Ghillie Camo Colors. AR-15, AK-47 Forend’s and 
Grips with our Exclusive battery/tool Cargo 
Management System. Holsters, Recoil pads , 
Slings, Swivels, Extreme Screws and many other 
 ne  rearm accessories. ne  rearm accessories. 

EX- 01
3.5” & 4”
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make sure we’re in the neighborhood 
before moving back the traditional 
100 yards for detail adjustments.

While problems can occur—
crooked receivers, cockeye mounts, 
creeping scopes, etc—which have to 
be addressed, most of the time, this 
operation is very straight forward 
and well within the capabilities of 
most hunters. Sighting in a scoped 
rifle is a “life skill” right up there with 
changing a tire. Every shooter needs 
to know how to do it.

BROWNELLS
200 S. FRONT ST.

MONTEZUMA, IA 50171
(800) 741-0015

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/
BROWNELLS

BLACk HILLS AMMUNITION
P.O. BOX 3090, RAPID CITY, SD 57709

(605) 348-5150
WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/
BLACk-HILLS-AMMUNITION

B-SqUARE
13386 INTERNATIONAL PkWY.

JACkSONVILLE, FL 32218
(800) 347-1200

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/B-SqUARE 

LEUPOLD
14400 N.W. GREENBRIER PkWY.

BEAVERTON, OR 97006
(800) 538-7653
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LEUPOLD-STEVENS

If you buy only one tool for this job, this is 
it (above). These Brownells ring-alignment 
rods are worth way more than every penny. 
Aligning crosshairs can be exasperating. A 
few dollars spent on this helpful B-Square 
gadget (below) might spare the tender ears of 
anybody in the vicinity.

CONQUER  THE  FOOD  CHAIN  AT  www.rockriverarms.com

 .223 CALIBER / 1:8 TWIST, 16 INCH MID-LENGTH STAINLESS STEEL CRYOGENICALLY-TREATED BARREL / 
LOW-PROFILE, HIDDEN GAS BLOCK / RRA DIRECTIONALLY-TUNED AND PORTED MUZZLEBRAKE / 
CHROMED RRA NM TWO-STAGE TRIGGER / PARKERIZED, NON-REFLECTIVE SURFACE ON TRIGGER SHOE / 
RRA WINTER TRIGGER GUARD / RRA FREE-FLOAT HANDGUARD WITH FULL-LENGTH PICATINNY TOP RAIL AND 
2.5 INCH RAIL AT 3, 6 AND 9 O'CLOCK / OVERMOLDED PISTOL GRIP / RRA OPERATOR STOCK OR RRA 
6-POSITION OPERATOR CAR STOCK / INCLUDES ONE 20-ROUND MAGAZINE (10-ROUND WHERE 
RESTRICTED BY LAW), HARD CASE AND OWNER’S MANUALSP

EC
S

NEW for 2012

RESTRICTED BY LAW), HARD CASE AND OWNER’S MANUAL

MSRP: $1395

ALSO AVAILABLE WITH RRA 
6-POSITION OPERATOR CAR STOCK
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No, the magic of the cartridge 
lies in the strong .30-06 ballistics in 
the outstanding Ruger 77 Compact 
Magnum rifle. This little rifle is just a 
gem, being less than 40" long with a 
20" barrel and a field-ready weight just 
over 8 pounds. It is perfectly balanced, 
handles beautifully, provides the power 

are widely available and relatively 
inexpensive. For American hunters 
the .338-06 provides performance 
virtually identical to the .318, and with 
readily available components. Those 
who have used the .338-06 invariably 
seem to love it.

A couple of times I started 
assembling components to build a 
.338-06 but for various reasons never 
quite saw it through. The .338 Federal 
(on the .308 Win case) almost got me to 
pull the trigger but again other projects 
intervened. 

Enter Ruger and Hornady with the 
.338 RCM. The combo seems to be 
exactly what I was looking for. As with 
the .300 RCM the rifle itself is a delight, 
short, light but not too light, and 
with excellent balance and handling. 
Naturally everyone wants to compare 
it to the .338 Win Mag. To be fair, the 
comparison should be in similar barrel 
lengths.

Fortunately I have a lovely old Sako 
L61 Finnbear carbine in .338 Win Mag 
with full-length “Mannlicher” stock. 
Measured from bolt face to muzzle the 

STORY: Dave AndersonSTORY: Dave Anderson

FirMLy in the MiddLe
Ruger’s new .338 Compact Magnum.

Of the many big-game cartridges introduced in the 
last couple of decades, my favorite is .300 RCM. Not 

because there is anything particularly dramatic about it. 
It’s a short cartridge with a bit more capacity than the .30-
06. My fired RCM cases hold about 75 grains of water; a 
lot closer in capacity to the .30-06 (69 grains) than to the 
.300 Win Mag (90 grains).

and trajectory I want, and does so with 
moderate recoil.

I like the combination so much I 
decided to have a look at the similar .338 
RCM. Calibers in the middle ground 
between .30 and .375 have a steady, if  
not particularly large, following with 
North American hunters. 

Such cartridges have a long and 
honored history. In classic hunting 
literature of the 20th century there 
are plenty of references to cartridges 
such as the .318 Westley Richards, .333 
Jeffery, .35 Whelen, and 9.3x62. Very 
seldom will you find a critical opinion. 
It seems these and similar cartridges 
produced velocities well matched to 
bullet technology of their era. With 
heavy-for-caliber bullets they gave 
good penetration, adequate expansion, 
adequate trajectory and tolerable recoil.

The .318 is a particularly intriguing 
cartridge. Despite its British bore-
diameter name, it fires .330" bullets. 
Case capacity and dimensions are very 
similar to the .30-06 case (which in 
fact can be used to form .318 cases). It 
earned its reputation with a 250-grain 
bullet at a nominal 2,400 fps. 

There was also a 180-grain load at a 
claimed 2,700 fps. With bullet design of 
the era it apparently couldn’t handle the 
velocity, with very rapid expansion and 
fragmentation, making it unsuitable for 
all but the smaller-plains-game species.

Experienced African hunters like 
John Taylor and W.D.M. Bell spoke 
highly of the .318. Currently the 
cartridge is undergoing a mild revival, 
and original rifles command rather 
breathtaking prices.

Although .330" bullets are available 
it’s unlikely your local gun shop has 
them. However excellent .338" bullets 

These three Ruger 77 Mk II rifles cover an awful 
lot of hunting opportunities and are chambered 
for .375 Ruger with 3-9X Trijicon, .338 Compact 
Magnum with 3-9X Weaver Grand Slam and the 
.300 Compact Magnum with 3-9X Leupold. The 
.375 is great if you really need its power, but 
it sure is tough to put down the lighter, fast-
handling Compact Magnums.

Ruger’s .338 RCM (left) has a Weaver 3-9X 
Grand Slam scope and compared favorably in 
performance with this Sako Finnbear carbine in 
.338 Win. Mag with 3-9X Zeiss Conquest. 
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Sako’s barrel is 20-5/32", the Ruger’s 
barrel is 20-1/16". Using Hornady 
ammunition, I got velocities as shown 
in the accompanying chart.

The RCM with Superformance 
loads holds up quite well against 
standard .338 Win Mag loads in barrels 
of similar length. Comparing apples 
to apples with Superformance loads 
in the bigger case provide a bit more 
velocity, along with more recoil. Duh. 
No insight there.

But just like the .300 RCM, the .338 
RCM gives the performance level I 
want, in a wonderfully useful rifle, and 
with tolerable recoil. Just to further 
recreate the feel of a century-old .318, I 
replaced the Weaver Grand Slam scope 
with an NECG peep sight, which fits the 
integral rear scope base of Ruger rifles. 
It’s not an original Westley Richards, 
but it doesn’t cost $7,000 either. 

Current Compact Magnums have 
a polished satin blue on the metal 
components, certainly much more 
attractive (though also more reflective) 
than the brushed matte finish of the 

originals. Otherwise it is the same 
reliable, accurate, dependable rifle. 
The trigger pull was heavy at nearly 
5-1/2 pounds, but a lighter trigger 
return spring from Brownells fixes it 
up nicely, installs in minutes and costs 
just a few bucks.

Hornady also offers a 185-grain 
load at 2,980 fps (24" barrel, likely 
around 2,880 in the 20" barrel). Unlike 
the fast .318 load of old, the bullet 
is the monometal GMX and won’t 
fragment/disintegrate. Probably it is the 
most logical hunting load, though as a 
hopeless romantic I’m very tempted to 
load the Hornady 250-grain Interlock 
roundnose to 2,400 to 2,500 fps and 
take the iron-sighted, modern day, 
affordable “.318” to Africa.

I haven’t got loading dies in .338 
RCM yet but in my .300 RCM I could 
duplicate factory performance with 
Alliant RL-17 powder. I just picked 
up a pound of the new Hodgdon 
Superformance powder. Available 
load data suggests it should be able to 
achieve factory velocities. When I find 
out I’ll post the information.

HORNADY
P.O. BOX 1848

GRAND ISLAND, NE 68802
(308) 382-1390

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/HORNADY

NEW ENGLAND CUSTOM GUNS (NECG)
741 MAIN ST.

CLAREMONT, NH 03743
(603) 287-4836

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/
NEW-ENGLAND-CUSTOM-GUN

HoRNADy SUPERFoRMANcE 
AMMUNiTioN PERFoRMANcE

 CaRtRidge Bullet faCtoRy VeloCity ChRonogRaPhed VeloCity 
 (CaliBeR) (weight, Style) (fPS, 24" BaRRel) (fPS, 20" BaRRel)

 .338 RCm 200 SST 2,950 2,846
 .338 RCm 225 SST 2,750 2,632
 .338 win mag 200 SST 3,030 2,926
 .338 win mag 225 IB 2,840 2,679

M77 coMPAcT MAgNUM
makeR: StuRm, RugeR & Co.

411 SunaPee St.
newPoRt, nh 03773

(603) 865-2442
www.gunSmagazine.Com/RugeR

CaRtRiDge: .338 RCM, magazine CaPaCity: 3, 
LengtH oveRaLL: 40",  BaRReL LengtH: 20",  weigHt, 
emPty: 6-3/4 pounds, SigHtS: Rear U notch on bar-
rel,  front brass bead, RiFLing: 6 grooves, RH twist, 

1:10",  FiniSH: Polished blue,  StoCK: American 
walnut,  LengtH oF PuLL: 13",  RetaiL: $929

The NECG peep sight is an excellent backup (or primary, for that matter) sight which fits the rear 
integral base of the Ruger rifle. The sight easily interchanges with a pre-sighted Weaver Grand 
Slam 3-9X scope in Ruger rings.
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He let me shoot it into a fallen tree 
and then we dug the bullets out so I 
would understand what happens when 
a gun is fired. When I was around 12, 
Dad came home one evening and 
handed me something in a brown 
paper bag. It was a real pistol resting 
in a full flap military-type holster! I 
was excited but confused too. What 
kind of pistol was it and how did he 
come up with it? 

Mystery Gun
Our local chief  of  police named 

Rossi Bucci (pronounced Butch) gave 
it to him. As the name implies Bucci 
was also of  the town’s significant 
Italian community. Being in the 
coalfields of  southern West Virginia, 
our town was rather rough in 
character, which I think is why there 
were always a few Italians on the 
police force. Although Dad and Bucci 
grew up in the “Little Italy” area they 
weren’t close so I wondered why he 
gave Dad that handgun. Dad would 
only say that the police took it off  a 

drunk. I suspect the fact Dad was a 
bill collector also had something to 
do with it. 

All the standard safety rules such as 
no handling it without him there and 
no taking it out of the house to show 
off for other kids had to be obeyed 
but I was still allowed to keep it in my 
room. The reason Dad felt safe with 
that pistol was because he said there 
was no ammunition available for it. 
With his lack of gun knowledge I still 
don’t understand how he knew that 
because neither of us had any idea as 
to what that handgun actually was. 

Even at that early age, I could see 
that it faintly resembled the “Army 
.45” which of course was the Model 
1911. Its bore size was smaller and 
even odder to me was the fact it 
looked like it was painted black. Over 
the years by reading all I could about 
firearms and asking anyone perceived 
as knowing anything about them, I 
discovered the pistol Dad brought 
home was made in France. (That was 
a bit of a disappointment, I admit.) 

But on the plus side it was a French 
military pistol which could have 
been (probably was) carried in World 
War II. It was chambered for an odd 
cartridge called the 7.65mm Long, 
which truly was not available then. 
And Model 1935As did have a baked-
on black enamel finish. 

In his book Military Handguns Of 
Two World Wars, author John Walter 
says an engineer named Charles Petter 
employed by Société Alsacienne de 
Constructions Mécaniques (SACM) 
copied much of John Browning’s 
ideas to develop the Model 1935A 
pistol. It was adopted by the French 
army in 1936. Walter goes on to state 
only a “few thousand” SACM-Petter 
pistols were delivered to the French 
government before the German 
victory over them in 1940 and then by 
1944 another 40,000 or so were taken 
by the Wehrmacht before France was 
liberated. 

By age 17, I was perusing every 
month’s issue of The American 
Rifleman. Therein I found an 
advertisement for some newly 
imported French 7.65mm Long 
ammunition. By then I had two target 
pistols of my own (Ruger Mark I 
.22 and S&W K38) so Dad had no 
objection to me ordering some for 
trying in the long-unfired Model 
1935A. It was steel cased, grungy 
looking stuff  but every round went 
off. Stoppages with the old pistol 
were common which could have 
stemmed from years of my youthful 
mishandling. 

Now here’s the ironic part. Late in 

STORY: Mike “Duke” Venturino
PHOTOS: Yvonne Venturino

STORY: Mike “Duke” Venturino
PHOTOS: Yvonne Venturino

My First handGun
And it was a peculiar one.

As we reach senior citizen years it is common to look 
back on our youth: remembering things like our first 

car, first date or, for me personally, my first handgun. It 
seems I was born wanting one and must have pressed the 
matter enough that at about age 6, my non-shooting father 
borrowed a .22 revolver. 

Set the French Model 
1935A beside a 
Colt 1911, and it’s 
easy to see where 
Charles Petter got his 
inspiration.

Duke bought some nice, clean military surplus 
7.65mm Long ammunition and not a single round 
of it would fire; however, the Model 1935A 
functions perfectly with his handloads. 
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high school, Rossi Bucci’s son Mike 
and I became friends. We were about 
the only two guys in our class with 
firearms interest so starting in our 
senior year we shot together often. 
Eventually “Butch,” as we all called 
him, saw my old French pistol and 
just had to have it. I stressed to him 
that ammo was nigh on impossible 
to get but I may have neglected to 
mention that his father had given it to 
my father. 

Finally, we settled on the sum of 
$12.50 for pistol with holster, and to 
my surprise Butch quickly discovered 
that it would work as a single shot 
with .32 Auto factory loads. So much 
for Dad’s feeling of security because 
there was “no ammunition” for it. 
Eventually “Butch” broke the Model 
1935’s firing pin and I have no idea 
what ever became of it. At age 21 
my first shooting friend, Mike Bucci 
died of cancer while I was on one of 
my forays “out West.” (“Butch” was 
responsible for me finding my first 
Colt SAA but that’s another story.)

Looking over firearms auction 
sites last year I discovered that Model 
1935A 7.65mm Long pistols are still 
inexpensive so I invested in one and 
a couple boxes of military surplus 
ammo. This time the ammo looked 
great but nary a round fired. Buffalo 
Arms  reworks .32 S&W brass to 
7.65mm French Long and .32 Auto 
dies properly adjusted can be used for 
handloading. Cast bullets from RCBS 
mould 32-84RN, weighing 81 grains, 
sized to .312" and loaded over 3.0 
grains of Titegroup powder function 
the old pistol perfectly and shoot 
reasonably close to its sights. 

It’s been a way to reconnect with 
my youth and my long deceased father 
and friend. 

BUFFALO ARMS CO.
660 VERMEER CT., PONDERAY, ID 83852

(208) 263-6953
WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/

BUFFALO-ARMS

RCBS
605 ORO DAM BLVD., OROVILLE, CA 95965

(800) 553-5000
WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/RCBS

Duke’s very first handgun was a French Model 
1935A 7.65mm Long just like this one.

A Sight for Almost 
Every Handgun                    Why? Because they have proven to be 

reliable and long-lasting in the field or at the 
shooting range.  The durable LitePipes withstand the 
punishment of everyday use. Housed in a high quality 
steel base, they can be easily changed allowing you to 
choose the color that best fits your needs. Or if you prefer 
an overmolded sight, we’ve made them equally durable 

and holster-friendly by eliminating all sharp 
corners. Nothing to stand in the way 
of you hitting the target! 
The chemical-resistant material used 

in our LitePipes makes them unaffected by 
common cleaning products so your HiViz sight 

will always provide the bright sight picture you’ve 
come to expect from HiViz and will last for years and 
years. And naturally they’re 100% guaranteed.

Our sights are preferred 
by professionsals and 

champions the world over. 

Scan this QR code  
to check out our new 

     web site! 
      …or go to 

www.HiVizSights.com
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Pump shotguns are a uniquely 
American design. While the Model 
1897 Winchester exposed hammer 
shotgun was highly successful, selling 
over a million, the sporting public 
at the turn of the 20th century was 
clamoring for a more contemporary 
and modern-looking repeater. In fact, 
because of increasing urbanization 
with a parallel decline in big-game 
hunting, there was less and less 
demand for high-power rifles and 
more and more sporting demand for 
rimfire rifles and shotguns.

Winchester had already produced 
its sleek, hammerless repeating rifles, 
the Models 1903, 1905, 1907 and 1910 
and even for a brief  period, an auto-
loading shotgun, the Model 1911, 
which looked a lot like an enlarged 
version of their self-loading rifles but 
failed to compete commercially with 
John Browning’s design.

design excellence
The common thread running 

through all these models was the 
hand and genius of a prominent and 

professionally trained Winchester 
designer, Thomas C. Johnson. From 
1901 to approximately 1934, T.C. 
Johnson was Winchester’s head 
designer. His products were notable 
for being streamlined, reliable and 
beautifully machined and finished.  
During his watch, Winchester was to 
develop such outstanding designs as 
the Model 21, the Model 52 and the 
Model 70’s precursor, the Model 54. 

Beginning the design of the future 
Model 12 in 1907, Johnson had a 
finished prototype by 1910, and by 
March of that year, orders were issued 
to the plant to begin making the dies, 
jigs, cutters, fixtures, tools and gauges 
essential for model’s production. The 
first batch of the new Model 12s was 
delivered to the warehouse in August 
1912. As was common during the 
early years of Winchester, the new 
model was given the name of the year 
of its introduction.

Quality Material
No expense was spared in 

manufacturing the Model 12. For 
strength and durability, it was made 
from the finest nickel steel. Many parts 
that could have been stamped out were 
forged, then trimmed and expertly 
polished. George Madis, in his book, 

STORY: Holt BodinsonSTORY: Holt Bodinson

haPPy 100th 
anniversary, ModeL 12  

One of America’s most popular 
shotguns can still be found afield.

I’ve owned a lot of nice doubles and over/unders and still 
do, in fact. Nothing quite has the feel and dynamics of 

a well-balanced double. It’s a very personal type of gun, 
and if it fits you right, it will make you look like one of the 
smoothest, most deadly and debonair gunners extant. 
Yet, when the dove and quail seasons break open, and 
I find myself and my dog out in the field at the edge of 
dawn, it’s just as possible I’ll be carrying an old Model 12 
Winchester pump in 16 or 12 gauge. Old habits are hard to 
break, and fine, old shotguns seem to improve with age. 
It’s hard to believe, but Winchester’s Model 12 is enjoying 
its 100th anniversary this year.

Hunting companion, Kirby 
Bristow, is deadly with his 
Model 12 in 16 gauge.

The Model 12 can be broken down in seconds. 
The takedown system on the Model 12 barrel 
(above) can be adjusted to take-up wear. Field 
grade Model 12s built before 1957 featured a 
slimmer forearm (below, bottom gun), although 
it was retained in the Featherweight model.
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The Winchester Model Twelve, reports 
that “a partial list of tooling for 
this model included 271 forging and 
trimming dies, 427 milling, grinding 
and edging fixtures and 1,643 gauges. 
According to T.C. Johnson, there were 
2,739 separate inspections performed 
on each Model 12 before final proof 
testing.” Speaking of proof testing, 
each Model 12 was proofed with a 
load that generated 330 percent more 
pressure than any existing factory 
load. 

The first Model 12s were not 12s. 
They were small-frame 20s. The 12 and 
the 16 gauges weren’t introduced until 
1914 while the 28-gauge chambering 
lingered until 1935.   

Winchester’s catalog introduced 
the new model as the “Lightest, 
Strongest and Handsomest Repeating 
Shotgun Made” and continued with a 
bit of advertising flair: “The increasing 
demand for the smaller gauge shotguns 
has raised a call for a really first-class, 
correctly-proportioned, small-gauge 
repeater. In answer to this call, the 
Winchester Model 1912, 20 gauge, 
Hammerless Repeating Shotgun is 
offered, with the confidence that it will 
receive the endorsement of sportsmen 
in general and make a strong appeal 
to the practical sense of the occasional 
user of the shotgun as well as to his 
conception of balance, proportion and 
beauty.” 

Indeed it did with 2,026,721 
original Model 12s being produced 
over the next 78 years.

Over its lifespan, the Model 12 was 
made in a variety of models. There was 
the standard Field grade as well Trap, 
Skeet, Tournament, Pigeon, Junior 
and Ladies, Featherweight, Riot, 
Trench and even a heavy barreled, 3" 

Magnum grade, carrying the “Heavy 
Duck Gun” label. And there were 
variations within these grades.

Winchester was extremely 
accommodating to its client base. 
The factory offered different barrel 
lengths, fixed chokes as well as factory-
installed Cutts Compensator, Lyman 
and Poly-Choke variable chokes, plain 
and ventilated ribs, factory engraving, 
upgraded wood and checkering 
patterns, various lengths-of-pull 
and stock dimensions, sights—just 
about any option you could want, 
Winchester provided.

With the exception of the 
Featherweight, in which the barrel 
was retained in the frame with the 
conventional and familiar hand-
tightened jam nut, the Model 12 could 
be broken down into two compact 
parts by merely unlocking and 
pulling the magazine tube forward 
and giving the barrel a 1/4-turn 
counter-clockwise. Broken down, it 
could be packed in a carrying case. 
T.C. Johnson also incorporated into 
the barrel’s takedown system an 
adjustable threaded sleeve that could 
be turned to tighten the joint of the 
barrel to the frame. Model 12s don’t 
shoot loose.

To me, the finest field model in the 
Winchester Model 12 line is the 16 
gauge which is built on the 20-gauge 
frame. The small-framed 16 is simply 
a joy to carry and shoot, and one of 
the key virtues of the 2-3/4" 16-gauge 
chambering, when compared to the 
20 gauge, is its ability to deliver denser 
patterns at higher velocities in a gun 
still scaled to 20-gauge proportions. 

So, “Happy 100th Anniversary,” 
Model 12! You’re gone but not 
forgotten. 

The small, 20-gauge Model 12 receiver (top) is particularly handy when chambered in 16 gauge 
compared with the 12-gauge version (below).

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM 27

http://www.topsknives.com


Some of the data essential to scope 
design simply not published for public 
consumption include the following:

Modulation Transfer Function 
(MTF) determines the contrast ratio, or 
reproduction sharpness of a lens, called 
spatial frequency and is measured as 
MTF.

MTF is an important consideration 
in lens design, defining the ability of the 
lens to provide contrast and resolution. 
Camera makers provide MTF curves 
that allow the consumer to know 
what the ability of the lens is, where 
1 is considered the highest quality. A 
lens system is considered to be of very 
high quality when the contrast curve 
is above .9, and where the resolution 
curve is above .6. However, many 
inexpensive lenses will maintain these 
MTF numbers at aperture settings 
at or above F-16. That is, if you want 
excellent resolution, contrast and depth 
of field from your $400 lenses, have 

enough light available to operate at 
high aperture settings. 

Many modern riflescopes have stops 
built into their mechanisms that prevent 
the aperture from opening all the way 
for the same reason that superior MTF 
curves can be kept high by keeping the 
F-stop high.  

On a variable scope, as you decrease 
the power, the exit pupil increases. For 
example, on a 3-10x50mm scope at 3X, 
the exit pupil is theoretically 50÷3 = 
16.6mm and at 10X it is 5mm. 16.6mm 
is more than the eye can absorb, and 
the resolution and contrast degrade 
at such a high opening. Thus, some 
manufacturers introduce a mechanical 
stop that will not allow the exit pupil to 
drop below some predetermined size.

Although MTF is one of the most 
important determiners of image qual-
ity, it is not generally used for the optics 
under consideration here because 
it is difficult to characterize by the 

human eye. DIN stan-
dards are used with 
film. No such stan-
dards are used for the 
eye. However, some 
manufacturers are 
working to perfect 
MTF curves for 
sporting optics. It will 
be a boon to all of us 
when they do. 

Color correc-
tion is an attribute 
in modern scope 
design often taken for 
granted. It is impor-
tant to note that in 
riflescope design, 
image quality is 

optimized at the center of the field 
with your head in the shooting posi-
tion. Although movement around the 
exit pupil may reveal some uncorrected 
coloration, the shooter should find the 
image to be well color balanced, crisp 
and bright with the eye in the shooting 
position. 

Color correction is an ongoing 
challenge in the process of designing a 
balanced optical system. A lens made 
of a single glass type will separate 
colors, just as a prism does, into the 
colors of a rainbow. Because of this, 
different colors will focus at different 
depths. Those colors not well focused 
at the image will be absent from the 
shooter’s view, allowing other colors 
to take over and tint the image. 
Combining glasses of different types 
the designer can, to some degree, cancel 
out this effect in the primary spectrum, 
bringing the blue- and red-light focal 
points together; however, the secondary 
spectrum will generally have some 
residual, uncorrected effects. 

secondary spectrum
You’ll often see this secondary 

spectrum, where some residual 
defocus between blue light and green 
light exists. A great deal of effort is 
expended during an optical design to 
minimize this phenomenon along with 
minimizing the primary spectrum. 
The amount of secondary spectrum 
is often determined by the glass types 
and radii. The glass types and radii are 
determined by some basic requirements 
like length, zoom ratios, field of view, 

STORY: Jacob GottfredsonSTORY: Jacob Gottfredson

soMe basiC 
riFLesCoPe theory

Understanding this tool is important.

One source of irritation for this author is the lack 
of technical data published for consumers about 

binoculars, riflescopes and spotting scopes. Whereas the 
camera bugs are given such information, sporting optics 
manufacturers rarely do it so their consumers can make 
informed purchasing decisions.

Leupold’s Mark 4 scopes are superb instruments. This one has been 
on this .50 BMG for years and on other hard kicking rifles as well. It 
keeps on going. Like the Nightforce, the optics are excellent. 

Jacob has been using Nightforce NXS scopes 
in competition on heavy kicking rifles for many 
years. In tactical competition, they are dialed 
constantly for different ranges. Jacob has yet to 
have any failures or misses as a result of these 
scopes. The internals are hard to beat.
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apertures, and how well other optical 
aberrations are corrected. These glass 
types and radii can’t be primarily 
selected for their effect on color since 
they determine all other parameters of 
optical performance as well. 

Chromatic Aberration: The two 
types of chromatic aberration are 
axial chromatic aberration, where the 
focal point position on the optical axis 
varies according to the wavelength, and 
chromatic difference or magnification, 
where the image magnification in 
peripheral areas varies according to the 
wavelength. Axial chromatic aberration 
appears as color blur or flare, and 
chromatic difference of magnification 
appears as color fringing (where edges 
show color along their borders). The 
effect is that the image is not sharp.

Contrast is the ability to distinguish 
light and dark areas, and where the line 
separating them is distinct. That is, the 
white lines between the black lines are 
no longer white. They are gray, and 
the black is a charcoal. The line that 
separates the black and white lines is 
fuzzy and non-distinct. If contrast is 
good, the black will be black and the 
white will be white with a very distinct 
line between them.

Resolution is what you think of as 
focus. That is not entirely true, but it is a 
point of reference to us laymen. Do not 
confuse this with clear. Clear should be 
used to denote a cloudy appearance, 
though resolution might be good. On 
testing charts, both the horizontal, 
vertical, and diagonal lines will be in 
sharp focus. If this is not the case, the 
scope would have an aberration called 
astigmatism.

Reliability is an extremely important 
feature in a riflescope. We, of course, 
want all of our optics to be reliable, 
but the punishment subjected to a 
riflescope exceeds those of most other 
requirements of optics. Most riflemen 
have forsaken iron sights, and many 
barrels are not even tapped to accept 
iron sights. Reliability is one of the 
present-day problems in riflescope 
design. Many of the lens positions in 
scopes have been solved satisfactorily. 
The erector tube, on the other hand, is 
normally housed in a “soft” restraint. 
Since it must move on demand quickly, 
it must be restrained with springs or 
a similar device. These springs must 
return the erector tube to the exact same 
position against the dial. Unfortunately, 
this does not always happen even on 
the most expensive scopes. 

Our benchrest rifles only kick in the 
2- to 5-pound range, yet our scopes go 
out constantly. This was the reason 
that Cecil Tucker of Odessa, Texas, 
designed an add-on many still use. 
This feature was adopted by Burris as 
their Posi-Lock. The additional steel 

barrel inside the spring on the Burris, 
however, is too slow for competition 
when dial moves are made regularly. 
Cecil’s add-on incorporates only the 
heavy coiled spring. 

But Cecil played other tricks in the 
scope as well. The heavy spring helps 
bring the erector tube back to position 
in a radial direction (perpendicular 
to the main tube), but this does not 
solve the erector tube’s tendency to 
move parallel to the tube. His design 
modifications took care of that as well. 
Many competitors are now removing 
the internals of their scopes, gluing parts 
together, making other modifications 
and removing the external adjustments. 

Long eye relief
Long eye relief creates its own 

problems. Short focal lengths and 
large apertures of the eyepiece lenses 
create spherical aberration, i.e. where 
the edge of the field is blurred and 
the center is clear. Fortunately, this 
is not a great problem when our eye 
is in the correct shooting position. 
But even then, spherical aberration 
can be seen in many mid-range and 
expensive scopes to this day when the 
head is in the correct position, having 
not much to do with the eyepiece and 
eye relief. This is a fault of having to 
choose which aberration the company 
feels is important to reduce. Reducing 
one aberration sometimes increases 
another. 

For example, there is a small 
amount of distortion at the edge of 
the field in most scopes. Generally, 
in any riflescope, distortion and field 
curvature are greater at lower powers. 
Trimming the field of view would 
reduce this effect, but that consequence 
is not considered acceptable since the 
purpose of lower power is generally to 
increase field of view. 

Because the aggregates have to be so tiny to 
win, Gene Buckys, current World, National and 
Super Shoot champion, alters the internals 
of his scopes, removes the elevation and 
windage turrets, and uses his own external 
adjustment design. 

KWIK-SITE
has taken Weaver®

style rings to new heights
and new lengths
Our Caps Will NOT 

Scratch Your Scope Or Rust

Leading U.S. Manufacturer 
of Scope Mounts Since 1967

KwikSite#3.indd   1 3/11/10   2:09:40 PM
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Lightweight Military Rifle “elusive” 
because before the days of internet 
auction sites, I had only seen two: one 
in a Phoenix pawn shop and 30-years 
later, one at a Phoenix gun show. It may 
have been the very same rifle.

Well known for their light machine 
gun and submachine gun, Madsen 
developed the Model 47 in the early 
1950s for sale to third-world countries 
with limited defense budgets. Simple 
and cheap to produce, it’s an intriguing 
battle rifle with a rear-locking, split 
receiver, a 5-shot or 10-shot magazine, 
a forward mounted aperture rear sight 
and a stock and muzzlebrake designed 
to minimize recoil, which they do.

In a post-WWII world awash in 
semi-automatics, the Madsen was 
not a commercial success. The only 
significant contract received by the 
company was for 5,000 rifles in .30-
06 for the Colombian Navy. Some of 
those Colombian-marked Madsens 
reached our shores so keep your eye out 
for this elusive and unusual milsurp. 
(See the April 2012 Surplus Locker for 
a complete review.)

the Most accurate
Although I hate to see my Swedish 

Mausers finish in second place, 
on average the Swedes can’t beat 
Switzerland’s Karabiner 31 when it 
comes to average gun-to-gun accuracy. 
Like the beautiful Swedish Mausers, 
the Swiss K-31s never had to do 
battle, were meticulously maintained 
by Switzerland’s citizen soldiers and 
consequently arrived on our shores in 
very good to excellent condition. 

Pristine bores, watch-making-
tight-tolerances, finely adjustable 
sights and triggers set up in the 3.5- to 
3.75-pound range spell accuracy, and 
the average K-31 delivers it in spades.

Swiss military ball by RUAG 
featuring a wax sealed, 174-grain, 
boattail, low-drag bullet is the finest 
military ball I’ve ever seen. At 100 
yards, it will cut 1-1/2", but the 
Hornady 168-grain A-Max and the 
Prvi Partizan 174-grain FMJBT loads 
will usually trump it by a 1/2".

While the straight-pull action of 
the K-31 takes a bit of getting used 

Not much trouble with this one! 
Those poor, little, Italian Carcanos 
have really taken a beating ever since the 
1963 Oswald/Kennedy assassination. 
Yes, Oswald’s mail order Carcano 
was cheap. Klein’s Sporting Goods in 
Chicago was selling them in the 1960s 
for $19.95 delivered, complete with a 
mounted 4X Japanese scope. In the 
public mind, that was two strikes against 
the Carcano. It only cost $19.95, and it 
was used to kill our president. It doesn’t 
get much worse than that for a milsurp. 
On top of that, add in the problems 
the Italian Army experienced in WWII 
as a reputable fighting force, and the 
Carcano gets kicked to the bottom of 
the pile.

Well, as the song goes, “It ain’t 
necessarily so.” 

Actually, the Carcano is a fine 
battle rifle. It’s simple, handy and 
well made by firms like Beretta. The 
action is impressive. It’s a split bridge 
Mannlicher design that is nicely 
machined from a special grade of high-
quality Czech steel. It features a large 

1.3" front receiver ring. The bolt is very 
modern with a recess for the case head. 
The extractor is massive and mortised 
into the side of the bolt body. The 
bolt lugs are solid with no ejector slots 
slicing through them, and the action is 
adequately vented for gas leaks. Hey, 
this is an action that both the Italians 
and Germans chambered in 8x57. The 
minimum European proof load for the 
8x57 is 73,500 psi. Enough said.

Accuracy? Until a few years ago, 
the only ammunition available for the 
6.5x52 Carcano round was loaded by 
Norma. It featured a .264" diameter 
bullet. Ah, but the Carcano requires 
a .268" diameter bullet. Until Graf & 
Sons, Inc. and Hornady got together 
and produced not only a 160-grain 
roundnose bullet with a diameter of 
.268" but factory loaded ammunition, 
Carcano accuracy was not impressive.  
With .268" bullets, Carcanos with their 
rather coarse open sights will average 
2-1/2" to 3" at 100 yards. Scorned but 
undaunted. That’s the Carcano.

I call the Danish, Model 47 Madsen 

HOLT 
BODINSON

soMe Good and 
beautiFuL, soMe 
Good and uGLy

All are memorable milsurps.

After you’ve handled and studied scores of military 
surplus arms, there are a few that will leave an indelible 

impression. Here are several milsurps that have struck me 
as being just enough different to make them memorable.

With ammunition loaded with the wrong-size bullet, Italian 
Carcano rifles were long scorned. Loaded with the correct 
bullets, they will hold their own with other milsurps.
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rail for mounting scopes, an auxiliary 
set of night sights, a decent trigger 
and the safety is easy to reach and 
operate. Based on a tilting bolt design, 
the MAS has few working parts and 
can be fieldstripped in seconds.  

The MAS 49/56 accessory kit 
supplied to the French soldier is the 
finest I’ve ever seen. It consists of 
a night-sight assembly and wrench, 
spare extractor and spring, spare 
firing pin, a combination screwdriver 
and ejector tool, two spare grenade 
launcher springs, a cleaning pull-
through and brass brush, a chamber 
brush, a flat cleaning brush, an oil 
bottle, a broken shell extractor, a 
rubber recoil pad, bayonet, sling, four 
10-round magazines and, optionally, 
a Model 1953 range-compensating, 
quick detachable 3.85X sniper scope.

The MAS 49/56 is simply an 
inspired and practical package I 
would gladly head out the door with.

One of the nice qualities of 
milsurps is that each and every one 
has its own distinct character and 
idiosyncrasies, but some, a lot more, 
than others. That’s why pursuing them 
is such fun.

GRAF & SONS, INC.
4050 S. CLARk, MEXICO, MO 65265

(573) 581-2266
WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/

GRAF-SONS-INC

HORNADY
P.O. BOX 1848, GRAND ISLAND, NE 68802

(308) 382-1390
WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/

HORNADY

to, if  you place a premium on milsurp 
accuracy, the economical Swiss K-31is 
the way to go.

the Most interesting
What do you get when you cross a 

Spanish Model 1916 or Model 1943 
Mauser with a modern CETME (G3) 
assault rifle? Well, you end up with a 
Spanish FR-7 or FR-8. Why? Well, 
it seems that Spain decided to field a 
training, police and reserve arm during 
that early transitional period between 
their Mausers and the new CETME’s 
which were just going into production 
and would take some time to reach the 
troops. The CETME-looking FR-7, 
based on the Model 1916 Mauser, and 
the FR-8, based on the Model 1943 
Mauser, are two of the most bizarre 
and intriguing milsurps ever to cross 
our shores.

The most “CETME” characteristic 
on the FR is the barrel. It’s a dead 
ringer for the CETME assault rifle 
barrel. It’s the same length, 17.75", and 
is chambered for the 7.62x51round. 
It’s fitted with the same CETME flash 
hider that accepts standard NATO 
rifle-propelled grenades, serves as a 
muzzlebrake and provides a perfect 
mount for the CETME bayonet.

That strange-looking cylinder 
beneath the barrel of the FR-8 
pictured is a detachable, hollow tube, 
serving as a storage receptacle for the 
front sight adjusting wrench as well 
as a locking stud for the bayonet. 
Welded to the rear bridge of the FR-8 
is a standing peep sight with dial-up 
apertures for ranges of 200, 300 and 
400 meters and an open “V” notch for 
100 meters, replicating in concept, the 
CETME/G3 sighting system.   

The FR-7 and FR-8 are great 
collectibles. They’re accurate, and 
I promise you, you will never get 
tired of simply looking at them and 
wagging your head a bit.

the Most Practical      
If  I had to pick one milsurp rifle 

that incorporated to a superior degree 
the qualities I look for in a main 
battle rifle, it would be the French 
MAS 1949/56. I like to think of the 
MAS 49/56 as a French M14. Having 
carried an M14, I’ll go out on a limb 
and state that in many ways, the MAS 
as issued to the troops was a better 
fighting package than my M14 ever 
was. It’s a well thought out, refined 
and accurate design.

The MAS 49/56 incorporates a 
sophisticated grenade launching and 
sight system for direct or indirect fire, 
a gas cutoff  switch used when firing 
grenades, an effective muzzlebrake, 
a receiver peep sight adjustable for 
windage and elevation, an integral side 

Scorned but undaunted, Carcanos still were good battle rifles.

The elusive Madsen was well designed but a little late in the game, as self-loading rifles were the 
wave of the future in 1947.

Gun-for-gun, the Swiss K-31 milsurp will typically prove to be the most accurate.

Dressing up an old M1916 Mauser with CETME/G3 features creates a most “interesting” arm.

The French MAS 49/56 package is an unusually well thought out and practical arm.   



cylinder and the replacement of  the 
other. It takes less time to perform 
the operation than to explain it. Each 
cylinder is clearly marked as to its 
chambering.

The basic revolver is part of  the 

When Taurus first arrived on the 
scene they were basically a South 
American country replicating 
American designs. For the past two 
decades or so, in many instances, 
they actually have been leading the 
way. For instance, they were the first 
company to offer a double-action 
sixgun chambered in .454 Casull and 
also the first to come up with a quality 
revolver chambering both the .45 
Colt and the .410 shotgun shell. Over 
the years, they have offered dozens 
upon dozens of  different versions 
of  sixguns and semi-automatics. 

Almost all Taurus offerings are still 
manufactured in Brazil, however they 
are offered to the American shooting 
public by Taurus USA.

This latest Taurus sixgun is 
actually a 9-gun with two 9-shot 
cylinders chambered in .22 and 
.22 Winchester Rimfire Magnum. 
Each cylinder is a complete unit 
with extractor and yoke fitted to the 
frame. On the bottom right-hand side 
of  the frame just above the front of 
the triggerguard is a small, round, 
serrated button which when pushed 
in allows the easy removal of  one 

JOHN TAFFIN

doubLe-doubLe 
9-shooter

The Taurus Tracker 
.22 LR and .22 WMR convertible.

A double-action revolver convertible is not so simple. 
The cylinders do not ride on a simple base pin, like a 

single-action revolver, but a more complicated frame-fitted 
yoke with an integral cartridge extractor. Starting in the 
very early 1970s, High Standard offered a double-action 
sixgun with two cylinders. Sometime in the mid-1980s, 
the High Standard Double Nine series of revolvers ended 
production and we have been without a double-action 
.22/.22 Magnum for more than 25 years. The drought is 
now over thanks to Taurus.

The Taurus Tracker is more than adequate for 
close-range shooting of varmints and small 
game. Adding a scope to the revolver would be 
a worthwhile investment.

Swapping out the cylinder, groups with the less 
expensive .22 LR proved promising as well.

Groups fired with the .22 Magnum cylinder in 
place show the accuracy potential at 20 yards. 

Long a fan of convertible 
sixguns, John enjoyed shooting 
the 9-shot Taurus Tracker.
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Taurus Tracker series of  revolvers 
and is nicely etched thusly on the 
left-hand side of  the heavy underlug 
barrel. Above this inscription we find 
“.22 LR/.22 Magnum” while the right 
side of  the barrel underlug is marked 
“Taurus.” Although this revolver is 
on their medium frame it still weighs 
in at just 3 ounces under 3 pounds. 
The heavy underlug barrel is 6-1/2" in 
length, a 4" version is also available, 

and the top of  the barrel features a 
ventilated rib. 

Sights are excellent. The front sight 
is ramp-style with a red insert while 
the white outline rear sight is fully 
adjustable and clearly marked “UP” 
and “R” for ease of  adjustments for 
elevation and windage. Grips are 
the excellent Taurus rubber Ribber 
grips, which do such an excellent job 
of  reducing felt recoil on their larger 

.22 loNg RiFlE FAcToRy AMMo PERFoRMANcE
 load VeloCity gRouP Size
 (BRand, Bullet tyPe) (fPS) (inCheS)

 ameRiCan eagLe HP 1 ,094  1-5/8
 CCi BLazeR  1 ,062  1-5/8
 CCi PiStoL matCH 930  1-1/2
 CCi gReen tag  973  1
 CCi mini-mag HP 1 ,114 1-1/8
 CCi mini-mag +v 1 ,209 1-5/8
 CCi StingeRS 1 ,388  1-1/4
 FeDeRaL CLaSSiC HP 1 ,176  1
 winCHeSteR SX  1 ,110  1-5/8
 winCHeSteR PoweR Point HP 1 ,172  3/4
 winCHeSteR t22  1 ,063  1-3/8

Notes: Groups the product of eight shots at 20 yards. Chronograph screens set at 10'  from muzzle. 

.22 WiNcHESTER MAgNUM 
RiMFiRE FAcToRy AMMo PERFoRMANcE

 CCi maXi-mag 1 ,461  1-3/8
 CCi maXi-mag tnt 1 ,680  1-7/8
 CCi maXi-mag +v HP 1 ,737  1-3/4
 CCi goLD Dot HP  1 ,422  1-1/2
 winCHeSteR 28-gRain JHP 1 ,827  1-1/8
 winCHeSteR JHP  1 ,790  1-1/8

Notes: Groups the product of eight shots at 20 yards. Chronograph screens set at 10'  from muzzle. 

Both the .22 LR cylinder and .22 
WMR cylinder hold nine rounds.

800-531-2666
www.grafs.com

Graf & 
Sons, 
Inc.

OVER 20,000 PRODUCTS 
to meet your shooting needs!

• reloading tools & components • 
• ammo • optics & more •

Optis from popular 
mfg: 
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HP at 1,175 fps shot exceptionally 
well with groups of  1" and 3/4" 
respectively. CCI’s Stingers come in 
at just under 1,400 fps and shoot into 
1-1/4". Switching to the Magnum 
cylinder results were best with the 
standard Winchester JHP and their 
new 28-grain JHP both placing eight 
shots in 1-1/8" with muzzle velocities 
of  1,790 fps and 1,825 fps respectively. 
These results were obtained at 20 
yards and this revolver just begs to 
be scoped. It shouldn’t be too hard to 
find scope mounts that would clamp 
to the ventilated rib. 

revolvers. In this case they simply 
offer a secure feeling to a rather 
heavy revolver. All in all this is a 
very attractive sixgun. The trigger is 
wide and smooth while the hammer 
is checkered for easy cocking. Both 
are case-hardened. The mainspring 
is quite heavy and the trigger pull is 
a little too heavy for my tastes at 5 
pounds.

With iron sights the Tracker is 
certainly accurate enough for close-
range varmint hunting. With the .22 
LR cylinder both the Federal Classic 
HP and the Winchester Power Point 

 MoDEl 992 
TRAckER

makeR: tauRuS uSa
16175 n.w. 49th aVe.

miami, fl 33014
(305) 624-1115

www.gunSmagazine.Com/tauRuS

aCtion tyPe: Double-action, CaLiBeR: .22 LR,  .22 
WMR, CaPaCity: 9,  BaRReL LengtH: 6-1/2",  oveRaLL 
LengtH: 11-1/2",  weigHt: 45 ounces, FiniSH: Bright 
blue,  SigHtS: Fully adjustable,  gRiPS: Rubber “Rib-

ber”,  PRiCe: $572 (blue),  $619 (stainless)

The 1950s (yes, I know I am repeating myself again) were a 
grand and glorious great decade for a whole lot of reasons. 

Cars were still Classics, I graduated from high school, met and 
married Diamond Dot and Colt, Ruger and Smith & Wesson 
introduced a long list of sixguns which are definitely now 
Classics. 

From Colt came such as the Python, and Single Action 
Army resurrection; Ruger introduced the .22 Single-Six which 
then evolved into the .357 Blackhawk, .44 Blackhawk and .44 
Super Blackhawk. Smith & Wesson gave us the .357 Magnum 
Highway Patrolman and the k-Frame Combat Magnum, the 
1950 Target .44 Special and .45 Auto Rim and then they 
improved the latter to the 1955 Target. Using a longer “44 
Special” cylinder which filled the frame window and the 
heavy barrel and target trigger and hammer as found on the 

1955 Target, Smith & Wesson introduced the .44 Magnum. 
Sixgunning was forever changed!

Ammunition companies did not just sit idle during those 
years with Winchester being particularly busy introducing 
the .264, .338 and .458 Winchester Magnums all in 1958 
and then followed with the .22 WMR (Winchester Magnum 
Rimfire) in the closing days of 1959. It wasn’t long before 
Colt, Ruger and S&W were all offering sixguns chambered in 
the powerful new rimfire. Ruger’s Single-Six was chambered 
for the .22 WMR and then someone at Ruger decided they 
could offer a Convertible Model with two cylinders in .22 LR 
and .22 WMR by coming up with a barrel slightly too large for 
the former and slightly too small for the latter. Dual-cylinder 
Single-Sixes were offered and were very soon followed by the 
adjustable-sighted Super Single-Six. Being a single action the 
Super Single-Six offered easily swapped cylinders simply by 
removing the base pin. 

THE GOOD OL’ DAYS

GET YOUR
GUNS
GEAR!

ORDER TODAY!
Call Toll-Free
800-628-9818

Order at 
www.gunsmagazine.com

Team GUNS Collector Pin
It’s colorful, it looks expensive, but any
cheapskate can afford it and someday
it might be worth what you paid for it.
(Actual sixe: 3/4” x 5/8”)

$3.50 each 
(Price includes shipping)

Pin_1.6V  11/16/07  10:44 AM  Page 1

MEC-GAR is proud to offer “Optimum” - our new
and unique series of high capacity flush-fit pistol
magazines.
The new design of the magazine housing and
interlinked magazine components, together with
a special Anti-Friction Coating offer far superior
performance even in difficult operational
environments.
The increased firepower of MEC-GAR “Optimum”
magazines can be further raised by an optional “Plus
Two” adapter.  “Plus Two” is a new set of hollow
butt-plate and inner base to raise the capacity of the
MEC-GAR “Optimum” magazine by 2-rounds and
stick out only 5/8” from the butt of the pistol!
Available For: Beretta 92FS 9mm 18rd / 20rd

Beretta 96FS .40S&W 13rd / 15rd
Para-Ordnance P14 .45ACP 14rd
SIG P226 9mm 18rd / 20rd
SIG P226 .40S&W 13rd / 15rd
Springfield XD 9mm 18rd
Springfield XD .40S&W 13rd
Taurus PT92 9mm 18rd / 20rd
Taurus PT100 .40S&W 13rd / 15rd

“OPTIMUM”... THE WORLD’S BEST MAGAZINES

World’s Finest Magazines

Mec-Gar USA, Inc., 905 Middle Street, Middletown, CT 06457
Tel: (800) 632-4271         Fax: (860) 635-1712         www.mec-gar.com
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Makarov Power

Q: What is the difference ballistically 
between 9x18 Makarov and 9x19 

Parabellum ammunition? Is one more 
powerful and outperforms the other? Is 
one more effective than the other? 

Randy Bottoms 
Clemmons, N.C.

a: The 9x18, which sends a 
95-grain bullet at about 1,000 

fps (Hornady Ammo Ballistic Chart) is 
more similar to the .380 ACP, as both 
were designed to operate in blowback-
operated pistols, which operate at 
lower pressures than the 9x19mm 
Parabellum. Both the 9x18 and .380 
ACP have proven themselves viable 
as self-defense rounds, especially with 
today’s hollowpoint bullets. 

The downside to the 9x18 is its 
.365" bullet, which means the supply 
of defensive ammo and bullets is quite 
small compared with the variety of 
.380 ACP and tremendous variety of 
9x19. Both are loaded with bullets 
designed for self-defense and many 
more modern pistols are designed to 
feed hollowpoints. 

Since the Makarov was designed 
primarily as a military handgun firing 
full metal jacket ammunition, you must 
test its reliability with hollowpoint 
ammo. It’s not as though you don’t 
have to test a 9x19, but with the wide 
variety of loads available from every 
ammo company, finding a factory load 
accurate, reliable and highly suitable for 
self-defense will be much easier.

HORNADY
P.O. BOX 1848

GRAND ISLAND, NE 68802
(308) 382-1390

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/HORNADY

Got a burning question to 
ask the editor? Contact him at: 
E-mail: ed@gunsmagazine.com  
or postal at: GUNS Q&A, 
12345 World Trade Dr., San 
Diego, CA 92128. Due to the 
volume of mail received, GUNS 
cannot offer a personal reply.

Mosin nagant

Q: Is there a hunting load for 
the Mosin Nagant or can the 

bullet be pulled from the current 
cartridge and replaced with a 
hunting bullet?

Gary Foland 
via e-mail

a: Yes, good hunting ammo is 
available and not too expensive 

from Hornady, Prvi Partisan and 
Winchester USA. The first two have 
bullet weights of  150 grains and the 
Winchester is 180. Graf  & Sons had 
all three in stock at presstime.

As for pulling bullets on surplus 
ammo, you’ll still need a reloading 
setup to do so and seat the new 
bullet. If  you reload already it’s 
easier to just buy brass and make 
hunting loads or reload the brass 
from the store-bought ammo. All 
three of  the above hunting loads 
are loaded with high-quality, boxer-
primed brass, something you may 
not find in surplus ammo.

GRAF & SONS, INC.
4050 S. CLARk

MEXICO, MO 65265
(573) 581-2266

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM/
GRAF-SONS-INC

Colt scout

Q: I bought a Colt Frontier 
Scout .22 at a pawnshop many 

years ago (serial number 216XXXF) 
with no box but both .22 LR and .22 
WMR cylinders. Except for where I 
used the wrong screwdriver on the 
cylinder pin screw (yes, that was 
dumb, but it was many years ago) it 
has all the blue and I would consider 
a perfect finish on all parts. Original 
plastic grips and some scroll work on 
the bottom on the butt. Could you 
tell me when the gun was made and 
an estimate of  the value? 

Bobby C. Monday
Knoxville, Tenn.

a: Your neat little Scout was first 
available with interchangeable 

cylinders after 1964 and was made 
until 1970. According to the 32nd 
Edition of the Blue Book of Gun 
Values, your Colt would be worth 
about $450, since it is nearly perfect 
and has both cylinders. A quick 
search at Gunbroker.com showed 
a gun selling near that price with 
a similar date of  manufacture in 
similar condition at presstime. Yours 
was made in 1967, according the The 
Book of  Colt Firearms by Wilson 
and Sutherland.

Three Course 

BONUS
Includes:
Concealed

Carry Options 
Home

Defense
VVehicle
Defense

Two-disc set only $49.95 — Order Today:
(800) 628-9818 (M-F 8am-3pm PST)
www.americanhandgunner.com/TRvids

“Either Drive
  Or Draw
... not BOTH!”

Learn how to defend yourself 
from inside the car with help 
from Clint Smith’s Thunder 
Ranch DVD course.

Clint on Vehicle Defense:
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Jeff Hoffman of Black Hills Ammunition gave me a pack 
of these card a few years ago, and I had been shooting at 
them from the 600-yard line. I would place an 8.5x11" piece 
of white paper on the backer and staple the card in the 
middle. I began to think it might make a fun match. Since 
not everyone has a scope that can see the card very well, I 
printed a black ring on the 8.5x11" piece of paper and stapled 
the card in the middle of it. That would allow almost anyone 
to see the ring whose width was 3/4", leaving a white middle 
measuring exactly 5".

I wanted the shooters to be able to take sighters, so I put 
the target in the middle of a white piece of paper measuring 
approximately 36" wide by about 50" tall. The competitors 
shoot from the prone with any rifle, any scope, any cartridge, 

and any front and rear rests. They are given seven sighters, 
30 seconds each. Between sighters, each hole is plugged with 
a 3" disk, and the old hole is patched. This gave the shooters 
plenty of latitude to get sighted in and made the black 3" plug 
clearly visible on the white paper.

After the seventh sighter, the shooters are given a minute 
to see the plug for their last shot. The sighters are taken 
prior to the card being placed. After the card is placed in the 
middle of the bull’s ring, the shooters are given 7 minutes 
to shoot 10 rounds. The rounds for score are not plugged. 
Unlike F-Class, this method resembles 1,000-yard benchrest. 
Once the sighters are taken, the competitor is shooting blind. 
He can’t see bullet holes, and has no idea where his record 
shots are going. He has to rely on his sighters and his memory 
of the wind conditions during them. Bullet holes are almost 
impossible to see at 600 yards with any optic.

 Six high flags, like those used for High Power and 1,000-
Yard Benchrest, were placed along the range at even intervals 

The 
600-yard 

playing card 
shooT.

The 
600-yard 

playing card 
shooT.

Jacob Gottfredson

Place a regular-size playing card on a 
white sheet of paper. Step back 600 

yards and try to hit it. The card measures 
2.5x3.5" and has a 3/4" red dot in the 
center. It makes for a fun match. This story 
is about the second of these matches held.

Alan McCrea, shooting a .223 
Savage, hit the card three 
times with five hits in the 
white 5" center. Note the wind 
on the flags. Six hundred yards 
is a long way for the little 
bullet, but his 10-round group 
was excellent. Photo: Don Raff

Third went to the Remington with an Accuracy International chassis (below, 
left) chambered in .260 Remington. Fourth and fifth places (tied) were shot 
with this GA Precision built rifle (below, right) chambered in .260 Remington. 
Note all but one used Nightforce NXS scopes. Two were chambered in .260 
Remington, and two used Lapua’s 139-grain Scenar bullet. 
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from about 550 yards to 50 yards. Four benchrest flags with 
daisy wheels, blades, and tails were also placed at the 500-
yard line. The shooting is accomplished using a timer, and 
radios are used to communicate to those running the targets. 
Simple, efficient and quick.

The shooters were squaded into relays by random drawing. 
Since each competitor fires only 17 rounds, three relays can be 
completed in a couple of hours. Setup takes about an hour. 
Results, awards, and lies take another hour. We started at 7 
a.m. and were off to breakfast by 11 a.m. 

After all relays had completed their shooting and the 
targets were removed, it was impressive to see that all the shots 
(51) were inside 1.5 to 1.75 MOA on a couple of backers. 
That would hit an elk in the boiler room every time. In fact 
almost all the shots on all the backers would have hit that elk. 

Don Raff, Shooting my Blackhawk rifle and Black Hills 
175-grain .308 match ammo, hit the card six times at the 
first card shoot. This time he used my GA Precision .260 
Remington and tied for third with four hits. I handloaded 
the .260. Hmmm, if you can’t beat Black Hills ammo, why 
reload?

There were a lot of hits in the 5" inner white circle by most 
of the shooters. The winners, Gary Chaney and Andrew 
Smith, hit the card six times with seven hits in the white 5" 
center. The tie was broken by Gary with a hit in the 3/4" dot. 
Bill Fowler had four in the card with six in the white for third. 
Don Raff and Jeff Melde went four in the card with five in 
the white. Bill broke the card-hit tie with two hits in the 3/4" 
dot. 

Many of these shooters have never competed in a rifle 
match of any kind. Several have never shot 600 yards or 
anything more than about 200 or 300 yards. It is interesting to 
note that three of the top finishers have only shot or competed 
at 600 yards a couple of times, the first card shoot being their 
first. Andrew Smith is one of them, and took second both 
times in the 600-yard card shoot.

It is no small feat to hit a regular size playing card at 
600 yards. A knee jerk reaction would have you believe it 
impossible to hit it 60 percent of the time. Yet these shooters 
performed extremely well. 

The number of competitors has more than doubled 
over that of the first card match and more are interested in 
shooting the next match.

Many thanks to Alan McCrea, Gary Chaney, and Chris 

The shooters (above) at the 600-yard line. Large numbers were placed in 
the upper right-hand position of the backers so the shooters could find 
their target. First through fifth are kneeling with their targets.  The match 
donors (below): Black Hills .308, 175-grain match ammo and L3 Insight’s 
M3 Tactical Illuminator.

The winning rifle was this Savage F-Class 6.5-284 (below, left) shooting 
handloaded ammo. Optic is a Zeiss Conquest 6.5-20x50mm MC. Second 
place used this GA Precision Crusader (below, right) in .308 Winchester.
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Devlin for acting as Range Officers. 
And to Gary for bringing the High 
Power flags, plugs and target numbers. 
And to Chris for bringing the timer. 

The shooters could use any rifle, any 
scope, any cartridge, and any front and 
rear rests. Most used a front bipod. 
Some used a benchrest bag in the rear 
or a sniper’s squeeze bag. Some used a 
benchrest front rest.

The winning rifle was a single-shot 
Savage F-Class rifle chambered in 6.5-
284, shooting handloaded ammo with 
54.5 grains of H1000 behind Lapua’s 
139-grain Scenar, mounted with a Zeiss 
Conquest 6.5-20x50mm MC scope. 

Second used a GA Precision 
Custom Crusader chambered in .308. 
It has a GAP 7000 action, Bartlein 
barrel, 5R rifling, No. 7 GAP, 1:11.25" 
twist, 23" long. Action and barrel were 
mounted in a McMillan A5 stock with 
Badger Ordnance M5 DBM bottom 
steel and Cerakote coating. Ammo 
was handloaded 175-grain Sierra 
MatchKings in Lapua brass, Federal 
210M primers, and Varget. His scope 
was a Nightforce NXS 5.5-22x50mm. 
Can run a 10-round magazine.

Third was a .260 Remington built 

10 Tips For success
1. Use a rifle capable of .5 MOA or better.

2. Use a bullet with .5 or better ballistic coefficient.

3. When you arrive at the range, begin watching the wind 

flags immediately. Look for the predominant and secondary 

winds and note how long they last. Keep your attention on the 

wind from the time you arrive at the range until your relay is 

finished shooting.

4. Put in your comeups for 600 yards. Don’t change them 

until three sighter shots have been taken. 

5. Do not dial windage. Hold off for wind. Pick something in 

the background, the foreground, or on the target to place your 

vertical crosshair on.

6. As you are shooting, do not fidget with the rifle. Keep your 

head down and watch the wind intently. 

7. Shoot fast, trying to get all rounds down range in the same 

wind. Stop when it changes and wait for it to return or hold off 

if it does not. Remember the placement of your sighters. As 

soon as the crosshair hits your spot, send it!

8. If there is mirage running, watch it carefully and make 

sure it coincides with the wind. If it changes, stop shooting 

until it returns with the same direction and intensity. A boiling 

mirage will cause vertical. Beware!

9. Watch the sun just before you are called to shoot. If it is 

clear and a cloud comes over it during your shooting, the bullet 

will go slightly low and visa versa.

10. If the wind blows from the right, hold right and slightly 

low. If the wind blows from the left, hold left and slightly high. 

This phenomenon is called “lift.”

on an Accuracy International chassis 
and side plates on a Remington 
action, with a Krieger Barrel with 
1:8" twist. Handloaded ammo 
consisted of Remington brass with 
45.5 grains of H4831sc and 142-grain 
Sierra MatchKings. His scope was a 
Nightforce NXS 5.5-22x50mm. Runs a 
10-round magazine.

Fourth and Fifth places shared 
a .260 Remington GA Precision 
custom built rifle. It uses a blueprinted 
Remington action and Broughton 5C 
barrel chambered by Robert Gradous 
Rifles and loaded with 139-grain Lapua 
Scenars in Remington brass in front of 
46.8 grains of H4831sc. It carried a 
Nightforce NXS 5.5-22x50mm scope. 

Gary Chaney, in the middle, won the match. On the left is Andrew Smith, second and Bill Fowler, 
third, is on the right. That elk needs to watch out for this trio.
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Badger Ordnance bottom steel uses a 
10-round magazine.

I want to extend a special thanks 
to Jeff Hoffman of Black Hills 
Ammunition for supplying the cards 
and donating ammo to the winners. A 
special thanks also goes to L3 Insight 
for supplying the winner with an M3 
tactical light.

Like any accomplished sniper 
or long-range competitor, success 
comes to those who are able to 
block out distractions and keep their 
concentration on their technique and 
the wind high. Even when the wind is 
mild, that is necessary at 600 yards. 
Knowing the physics of bullet flight 
in varying conditions is important as 
well being able to shoot fast. With 
some practice, shooters can learn to 
keep both eyes open with one on the 
reticle and the other on the flags. But 
that is a topic for another discussion. 
A great shooter keeps his head 
down on the rifle and works the bolt 
smoothly, but quickly, never taking 
his eye(s) off  the wind. 

Black Hills ammunition
P.o. Box 3090, RaPid city, sd 57709

(605) 348-5150
www.gunsmagazine.com/ 
Black-Hills-ammunition

l3 insight was kind enough 
to donate the m3 tactical 

illuminator, made to fit a pistol 
with a tactical rail. l3 insight is the 
manufacturer or distributor of a great 
many advanced tactical solutions, 
including eotech. 

the m3 light is attached to the 
tactical rail of a pistol and operated 
with a rocker arm. moving the rocker 
arm counter-clockwise turns the light 
on until the rocker arm is released. 
moving the rocker arm in a clockwise 
direction until it clicks turns the light 
on until the rocker arm is moved back 
to the off position. the front bezel 
can be turned to spot or wide flood.

Chart SB-2
M3 TacTical illuMinaTor 

Maker: l-3 insighT Technology 
9 akira Way

londonderry, nh 03053
(866) 509-2040

W W W.gunsMagazine.coM/ 
insighT-Technology

Peak OutPut: 90+ lumens, Runtime: 60 minutes, 

Weight: 3.3 ounces w/batteries, DimensiOns: 

3.4" L x 1.6" W x 1.5 H", BatteRy POWeR: 6 volts 

from two 123 Duracell batteries (included), Optional 

long-gun and shotgun backplates with integrated 

remotes are available.

A M E R I C A N  C O P  A N D 
AMERICAN  HANDGUNNER

O N L I N E !
AMERICANCOP.COM

AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

http://www.n82tactical.com
http://www.americancopmagazine.com
http://www.americanhandgunner.com
http://www.bondarms.com


For the past few weeks I have been shooting and enjoying 
a very different Ruger LC9 from the one I reviewed in the 
August 2011 issue. This is a Robar-ized Ruger, a perfect 
example of a good semi-automatic made even better. 
Before we look at the Robar Ruger lets review the original 
Ruger LC9. Taking a close look at the LC9 we find a semi-
automatic pistol with a 3" barrel, weighing 17 ounces. The 
slide is steel while the frame is typical “black plastic” or, 
more correctly, polymer/glass-filled nylon with integral grip 
panels. Both the backstrap and frontstrap have molded in 
checkering as do both sides of the grip area all of which 
makes for a secure hold. 

John Taffin  
Photos: Joseph R. Novelozo

One of the few benefits of piling up a lot 
of years on the calendar is being an 

eyewitness to history. History is mostly a 
cavalcade of change, sometimes positive, 
too often negative, but the one thing we can 
always say about change is simply that it 
always is; everything touched by the hand of 
man changes and there is simply no way to 
escape that fact. 

John (above) reviewed the stock Ruger 
LC9 in the August 2011 issue, and 
found shooting the enhanced Robar 
LC9 was pure pleasure.  The ejection 
port has been enlarged and flared, 
forward slide serrations added and 
the steel parts NP3 plated. 
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The sights are excellent, black 
with a square-notch rear mated up 
with a post front and are of the 3-dot 
configuration and quite easy to see. 
Both the front and rear sight are set 
in dovetails and thus can be adjusted 
for windage while the rear sight is also 
screw adjustable for elevation. 

Both the thumb safety and 
magazine release are located on the 
left side and there is a loaded chamber 

the last two fingers on the firing hand 
while the other is designed to provide 
a fit flush with the base of the grip 
frame. The LC9 easily fits in to the 
front pocket of my jeans. Takedown 
of the LC9 is quite easy. First, a key 
supplied by Ruger is inserted into 
a slot on the right side of the frame 
above the trigger, which pushes out 
the takedown pin. The slide assembly 
is then moved forward and separated 
from the grip frame. Compressing the 
recoil spring allows it to be disengaged 
from its seat and then the barrel can 
be removed. 

The Ruger is an excellent basic 
pistol which is capable of being made 

indicator on the top of the slide. This 
is basically a double-action pistol and 
although fairly easy to operate, my 
trigger finger did take a minor beating 
while firing a long string of test 
ammunition. Trigger pull as measured 
on my Brownells High-Range Trigger 
Tension Scale is just under 5-1/2 
pounds. There is no second strike 
capability and if  the pistol fails to fire 
it is necessary to work the slide to re-
cock the hammer or chamber a new 
round. 

The LC9 (Lightweight Compact 
9mm Pistol) comes with two magazine 
base pads, one is extended with a 
hook in the front which fits between 

defense. these have included the lcR, lcP, sR9, sR9c, and 
just very recently the sR40 and sR40c. the lcP is chambered 
in .380 acP while the sR9/sR9c are both 9mms. Ruger looked 
at these two and basically decided to combine them with the 
result being the lc9, a very compact, double-action 9mm for 
self-defense and concealment use. i think it’s the best Ruger 
has come up with for concealment use combining the best 
features of the lcP and the sR9. 

the lc9 is only slightly larger than the little lcP .380 while 
adding the extra benefit of being chambered in 9mm. the days 
of arguing whether or not the 9mm is a viable self-defense 
round are long over thanks to a varied assortment of available 
and excellent ammunition choices for the nine. as far as that 
goes we have a lot of good choices for the .380 now also. the 
days of being stuck with hardball in both chamberings are 
long gone. 

Ruger has been offering standard basic sixguns and 
semi-automatics for over 60 years now. they have two great 
attributes, three if you add in their reasonable price, namely 
they are good solid guns as is, but in the hands of a capable 
gunsmith can even be made better. For the past 30 years a 
large handful of great sixgunsmiths have been customizing 
Ruger sixguns. in all this time, spanning more than three 
decades now, i have not run into any gunsmiths specializing in 
centerfire Ruger semi-automatics—at least until now. now is 
Robbie Barrkman of Robar.

the ruger revolution
Before and after, the factory Ruger LC9 (left) and the custom Robar Ruger. Note the beavertail 
extension at the top of the grip frame of the custom pistol.

John placed his targets at a defensive distance 
of 7 yards for the Robar Ruger LC9.

i was 10 years old when Ruger introduced their first product, 
the standard model .22 lR semi-automatic pistol. it was 
soon followed by the mark i target model and in 1953, 

the .22 single-six single-action sixgun. For more than 20 
years Bill Ruger emphasized the sporting aspects of his 
handguns. these included not only the original .22s but also 
the Blackhawks chambered in .357 and .44 magnum. it seems 
Bill Ruger was not the least bit interested in the more serious 
nature of firearms, namely self-defense. 

things started to change in 1971 with the introduction of 
the .38 special/.357 magnum security-six series of double-
action revolvers. Ruger said at the time: “the first fundamental 
improvement in double-action revolver design in more than 
a half-century…” no mention of self-defense. themn in the 
early 1980s, the minis, 14 and 30, arrived. they may have 
been called Ranch Rifles, but it was obvious these were self-
defense firearms. with the introduction of the gP-100 revolver 
in 1985 the emphasis changed to: “designed as the ultimate 
.357 magnum for police and personal defense use…” Ruger 
was definitely now more than a company providing firearms 
for sporting purposes only.

also in 1985 Ruger entered the centerfire semi-automatic 
business with their first being the #P85 in 9mm. this was 
followed by examples in both .45acP and .40 s&w. By the 
time the new century arrived Ruger got very serious about 
providing firearms suitable for concealed carry and self 
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even better when placed in the hands 
of someone like Robbie Barrkman at 
Robar. Robar offers a whole long list 
of modifications and in this case the 
little Ruger received the full treatment 
with 11 such mods. The original LC9 
does not have cocking serrations on 
the front of the slide; these have been 
added along with serrations on the 
top of the slide. 

For even more positive ejection 
reliability the ejection port has been 
flared, and to aid in positive feeding, 
the feed ramp has been throated 
and polished. The barrel has been 
crowned, the trigger has been rounded 
and the face of it smoothed. I can’t 
figure out how he did it but Robbie 
has added a beavertail which appears 
to be part of the original grip frame. 

The most notable aspects of the 
Robar package are the refinishing 
touches. The original black slide is 
now a satin nickel finish known as NP3 
“Norton Special” and my favorite 
modification is the texturing of the 

The barrel feed ramp has been polished and the barrel has been recrowned (A). Note the added 
texturing applied to the grip area. The grip area (B) has been given a textured finish which John 
found to enhance the controllability. Even the magazine base pad has been given matching texture. 
The plastic frame (C) has been given a beavertail extension. All of the steel parts have been NP3 
plated (D), forward slide serrations added and the trigger pull reduced and smoothed. The factory 
trigger pull weight was lightened to 5-1/2 pounds by Robar. The LC9 is easily fieldstripped into its major 
components (below) with the tool provided by Ruger.

a B

C D
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grip and magazine base pad. This not 
only looks most attractive it provides a 
very secure gripping surface. Textured 
enough to make it non-slip without 
increasing felt recoil, it also feels 
better in my hand than the original. 
Since this is basically a pocket pistol 
it has been dehorned, that is, sharp 
edges have been smoothed off  making 
it snag free and also hand friendly. It 
goes in and out of a pocket like it is on 
ball bearings. 

The total cost of all modifications 
comes to $1,136. Add in the original 
$443 price of the stock Ruger 
LC9 and we have a total package 

approaching $1,580. There are two 
things to consider in this. First as my 
friend John Linebaugh told me many 
years ago, how much is your life or the 
life of your family worth? When put in 
that perspective it doesn’t seem like a 
lot of money. In fact it seems like very 
cheap life insurance or life assurance 
if  you prefer. Also, every one of these 
mods does not have to be performed. 
There is a list nearby showing the 
price for each item to be performed 
and customers are free to pick and 
choose among them. 

Shooting the little Robar Ruger 
was pure pleasure. My original Ruger 
LC9 has a 7-pound, double-action 
pull. This one is down to 5-1/2 pounds 
after being smoothed out by Robar. 
Ten different 9mm loads were used 
with absolutely no malfunctions of 
any kind, with no failures to feed, no 
failures to shoot, no failures to eject. 
As it is a pocket pistol, the LC9 was 
put on paper at a shooting distance of 
7 yards or 21'. For all 10 loads 5-shot 
groups averaged just slightly over 
1-1/4" for five shots. 

RoBaR custom RugeR lc9
makeR: stuRm, RugeR & co.

200 RugeR Rd., PRescott, az 86301
(928) 778-6555

www.gunsmagazine.com/RugeR
 

custom sHoP: RoBaR comPanies, inc.
21435 n. 7tH ave., PHoenix, az 85027

(623) 581-2648
www.gunsmagazine.com/

RoBaR-comPanies-inc

BonuS offer  
from roBar!

Do all  the above for your LC9 and receive a 
15-percent discount or mix and match any six 

items for a 10-percent discount! Mention Promo 
Code: GUNS. Offer ends Sept.  1,  2012 and may 

not be combined with any other offers.

9mm faCtory  
ammo PerformanCe

 load VelociTy group size
 (brand, bulleT WeighT, Type) (fps) (inches)

 ameRican eagle 115 FmJ  1 ,078   1-5/8
 ameRican eagle 124 FmJ 1 ,063  1-1/2
 Black hills 147 JhP  917   1-1/4
 Black hills 147 FmJ  889   1-1/4
 hORnaDy 90 XtP-JhP  1 ,275   1-1/2
 hORnaDy 100 FmJ  1 ,107   1
 hORnaDy 124 FmJ  1 ,036  1-1/4
 hORnaDy 124 XtP-JhP  1 ,043   1-1/4
 sPeeR 124 gOlD DOt hP  1 ,035   1
 sPeeR 147 gOlD DOt hP 847   1-1/2

Notes: Chronograph set at 10'  from muzzle. 
Group size is the product of five shots at 7 yards.

roBar CuStom  
ruger lC9

Maker: sTurM, ruger & co.
200 ruger rd.,  prescoTT, az 86301

(928) 778-6555
W W W.gunsMagazine.coM/ruger

cusToM shop: robar coMpanies, inc.
21435 n. 7Th aVe.,  phoenix, az 85027

(623) 581-2648
W W W.gunsMagazine.coM/ 

robar-coMpanies-inc
acTion Type: seMi-auToMaTic

caliBeR: 9mm, caPacity: 7+1,  BaRRel length: 
3.12",  OveRall length: 6",  Weight: 17 ounces 

(unloaded),  Finish: Steel slide,  glass-fi l led nylon 
frame, sights: Rear screw adjustable for eleva-

tion,  gRiPs: Monolithic black checkered polymer, 
PRice: $443 (gun only)

roBar ruger  
moDifiCationS  

PriCe liSt
FORWaRD cOcking seRRatiOns: $145, seRRate tOP 
OF sliDe: $160, FlaRe eJectiOn PORt: $75, thROat 

& POlish FeeD RamP: $80, DehORn: $80, cROWn 
BaRRel: $45, ROunD anD smOOth tRiggeR Face: 
$55, aDD BeaveRtail: $195, teXtuRe gRiP: $85, 
teXtuRe magazine Base PaD: $17,  nP3 “nORtOn 

sPecial” ReFinish: $199, tOtal Retail cOst FOR 
all mODiFicatiOns: $1,136

http://www.kwiksitecorp.com
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If  you’re a dedicated collector or user of vintage guns 
you can add authentic knives from the same time period 
as those in your arsenal. If  this is your endeavor make 
sure you’re buying authentic pieces. In fine condition these 
knives can go big bucks and, as with most collectibles that 
command higher prices, there will always be unscrupulous 
individuals who will try to make a fast buck.

Just as in the firearms industry, there are faithfully 
reproduced replicas of historic knives. These can be 
divided into two categories: manufactured and custom 
(handmade). As you would expect, manufactured knives 
are much easier on the budget and the quality can range 
from very high to very low. Some factory reproductions 
are still being made by the original manufacturers; a bonus 
when it comes to adding an added measure of authenticity 
to your collection. 

If  you’re going to use the knife be sure to buy one 
built for hard use and not one solely intended for display. 
Custom knives are generally well made, but in many, indeed 
most cases, you’ll pay more. The good news is there are 
plenty of options and you can find just about anything you 
want at gun shows, retail outlets, and on internet auction 
houses. Most of the knives we’ll feature here are modern 
(and available today as such) both easy on the wallet and 
strong enough for field use. 

Steeled In Battle
Fans of World War II period firearms are in luck! 

Manufacturers such as KA-BAR and Ontario Knife 
Company (OKC) offer faithful reproductions of edged 
steel from this era, including the enduring USMC Mark 2 
Fighting Knife (also referred as the Fighting/Utility), Mark 
3 Navy SEAL Knife, M7 Bayonet with M10 scabbard, 
and Air Force Pilot Survival knife. (Note: Union Cutlery 
produced the Mark 2 under the KA-BAR brand. Camillus 
Cutlery—the first to produce the knife—did not use the 
Mark 2 stamp, nor did two other wartime suppliers of the 
knife—Robeson Cutlery and the PAL Cutlery—as similar 
versions were adopted by other branches of the military). 

KA-BAR’s current version of the Mark 2 Fighting Knife 
is relatively unchanged since its introduction in 1942 (a few 
improvements have been added over the decades) and the 
company offers a wide range of commemoratives. Boker 
makes a faithful reproduction of the M3 US Military 1943 
Trench Knife, including the M8 sheath, which influenced 
the design of the M4 bayonet.

Daggers
For shock and awe nothing beats the WWII daggers. 

The Fairbairn Sykes Fighting Knife, developed by William 
Ewart Fairbairn and Eric Anthony Sykes as issued to 
British commandos and SAS, exemplifies the breed of 
Allied daggers during the war. Originally produced by 

Supplement your vintage guns 
with edged weapons of the day.
Pat Covert

When it comes to vintage firearms, 
GUNS readers are among the most 

avid and knowledgeable you’ll find, and 
what better way to supplement your 
armory than with period edged weapons 
you can display or use right alongside 
your favorite guns? Similar to the firearms 
industry, there are several ways to collect 
historic knives. 

This Rifleman’s knife (top), 
a custom by Taylor Knives, 
is essentially a scaled down 
saber. At bottom is a small 
Damascus skinner by Silver 
Stag Knives.

Ontario Knife Co. offers two 
legends: the Mark 3 Navy SEALS 
knife (top), and the M7 Bayonet 
with M10 scabbard (bottom).
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Very few steels are as inspirational as Damascus. This large clip-point 
hunter/skinner (above) is offered under the Colt license. Custom knives are 
more expensive but are typically very well made. This is a large Rio Grande 
spear-point Bowie (below) by custom knifemaker Steve Hill.

The MACV-SOG was borne out of the war in Vietnam. The SOG Knives 
modern rendition has Kraton handles (top), and the “Viet Nam Fighter” 
(bottom) has stacked leather.

50

Fighting steel! At left 
is the venerable Boker 
1943 Trench Knife with 
M8 sheath, at right the 
enduring USMC Fighting 
Knife by KA-BAR. 

Daggers rock! Shown 
here are the V-42 
Special Forces Dagger 
by Cas Hanwei (left) and 
the legendary Fairbairn-
Sykes Fighting Knife 
(right) by John Nowill & 
Sons of England.
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Wilkinson Sword, one of the best—
and most accurate—modern versions 
is the one pictured here, manufactured 
by John Nowill & Sons of England, 
but available here in the US through 
several sources. 

For sheer good looks, the V-42 
Special Forces Dagger, an American 
spin-off  of the Fairbairn Sykes, is 
hard to beat. The V-42 features a 
double-edge blued dagger blade, 
stacked leather washer grip, and 
skull-cracker buttcap. The knife was 
originally produced for the military 
under contract with Case Cutlery, 
which no longer makes the knife, but 
have no fear. Cas Hanwei makes a 
superb replica of the knife complete 
with an authentic reproduction of the 
original leather sheath.

Viet Nam Era
During the Vietnam war the USMC 

Fighting Knife continued to be the 
main government-issue fixed blade 
(it was also issued to Navy service 
members as well), but it would have 
company in the form of an all new 
military combat/survival knife. The 
MACV-SOG Recon 7 has similarities 
to its predecessor, but was a better 
made knife with a deeper blade grind, 
brass guard, and a more ergonomic 
stacked leather handle. I found a 
very nice replica of this knife on an 
Internet auction site (it’s also offered 
in the BUDK catalog) for a pittance 
dubbed the “Viet Nam Fighter.” It’s 
produced offshore but very well made.

If  you want a surefire well-made 
version, SOG Knives built their 
company on a modern day iteration 
of this knife and offers it in a choice 
of stacked leather or black Kraton 
synthetic handles. The model name 
for these is the SOG Tech Bowie, and 
though these are not exact replicas of 
the original they are extremely high 
quality and are built tough as nails.

Wild West Warriors
Those who like weapons of the 

Wild West and Civil War will have no 
trouble finding knives to match their 
guns. The introduction of the cap-and-
ball pistol—and the handguns that 
followed—ended the days of serious 
sword fighting, relegating edged 
weapons to back-ups as opposed to 
primary fighting instruments. Out of 
this radical change in technology were 
born two primary styles of long knives: 
the Bowie and Rifleman’s knife. 

Bowies, made famous by the legend 
of Jim Bowie and brother Rezin 
(who purportedly made the original) 
were large camp/combat knives with 
blades typically 8" and longer. There 
are many styles of Bowies, from 
the diminutive San Francisco spear 

riverboat gamblers) and skinners 
were also part of the scene, and these 
are readily available as well. While 
there are too many manufacturers to 
mention, trust in the fact that you’ll 
have a wide variety to choose from. 
Upscale choices range from elegant 
natural handle materials to exquisite 
patterned Damascus steel. Also, 
custom knifemakers love the knives 
from this period of American history 
and offer any knife imaginable.

Entire books have been written 
on military knives, bayonets, Bowies, 
and other types of knives and these 
can really help narrow your choices. 
Hopefully the primer presented here 
will help you get started.

point to the massive Iron Mistress of 
movie lore. The Rifleman’s knife is 
often indiscernible from a Bowie, but 
many examples I’ve seen tend to have 
narrower blades, some resembling a 
downsized sword. Today, you’ll find a 
wide selection of manufactured Bowie 
knives to choose from; the Rifleman’s 
knife not so much although there are 
modern replicas of the Ames 1848 
version out there. 

As firearms began to become more 
sophisticated and reliable the Bowie 
continued to shrink in size, opening 
the door for what we call “hunting 
knives.” These, too, are as diverse 
as the day is long. Small knives, 
such as boot knives (popularized by 

BokeR usa, inc.
1550 Balsam st., lakewood, co 80214

(800)-835-6433
www.gunsmagazine.com/BokeR-usa

cas Hanwei
650 industRial Blvd., sale cReek, tn 37373

(800) 635-9366
www.gunsmagazine.com/cas-Hanwei

ka-BaR knives
200 HomeR st., olean, ny 14760 

(800) 282-0130
www.gunsmagazine.com/kaBaR

ontaRio kniFe comPany
P.o. Box 145 

FRanklinville, ny 14737
(800) 222-5233

www.gunsmagazine.com/
ontaRio-kniFe-comPany

silveR stag knives
328 maRtin st., Blaine, wa 98230

(888) 233-7824
www.gunsmagazine.com/silveR-stag

sog knives
6521 212tH st. s.w.

lynnwood, wa 98036
(888) 405-6433

www.gunsmagazine.com/sog-knives

Budk
www.gunsmagazine.com/Budk

steve e. Hill knives 
custom kniFemakeR

www.gunsmagazine.com/steve-Hill

tayloR knives
custom kniFemakeR

www.gunsmagazine.com/tayloR-knives

Boot knives are most often associated with riverboat gamblers. The one pictured here was picked 
up on an Internet auction site from an unknown source.



In 2011, John and I hunted together 
in Tanzania for game from deer-sized 
impala to Cape buffalo, both bringing 
a pair of rifles. Somewhat surprisingly, 
given his tendency toward 21st-
century beltless magnums, John 
brought a .300 Winchester Magnum 
and a .458 Lott, cartridges originating 
in the 1960s, though the Lott didn’t 
become a factory round until 

shoulder of a big blue wildebeest at 
about 200 yards. The bull whirled 
at the shot, turning to run after his 
herd of homely cows, but only went 
a few yards before crumpling. Blue 
wildebeest have the reputation of 
being the hardest to kill of Africa’s 
non-dangerous animals, and John 
said, “Wow, I’m going to have to get a 
9.3!”—quite a statement from a fan of 
modern high-velocity cartridges. 

Pedestrian?
Other than the way it whomps 

big game, the 9.3x62 is extremely 
pedestrian in every way imaginable. 
Designed around 1905 by a German 
gunmaker named Otto Bock to 
work in the unaltered 1898 Mauser 
action, the original load was a .366" 

A-Square legitimized it in 1989. I 
brought a 9.3x62 “Mauser” and .416 
Rigby, both century-old rounds.

All four rifles did a good job when 
the Johns shot well, and we mostly 
did. As the safari went on, however, 
young John became more and more 
impressed with the 9.3x62. Midway 
through the 16-day hunt I put a 
286-grain Nosler Partition into the 

John Barsness

One of my regular hunting partners, coincidentally 
named John, is in his mid-30s, and like many younger 

guys fascinated with powerful cartridges. When we first 
started hunting together he favored the .300 Remington 
Ultra Magnum, though in recent years he’s often hunted 
with magnums that don’t kick quite as hard, such as the 
.300 and .325 WSMs.

Many American medium bores have 
appeared in lever-action rifles, including 
the .348 Winchester in the Winchester 
Model 71 (left), and the .35 Remington in 
the Marlin 336 (facing page).
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bullet weighing 18.5 grams (285.5 
grains) at a plodding 2,150 fps. The 
purpose was to provide a reasonably 
powerful, affordable rifle to settlers in 
Germany’s African colonies of South-
West Africa and Tanganyika, today’s 
Namibia and Tanzania.

The 9.3x62’s original bullet fell just 
about halfway between the classic 
270- and .300-grain .375 H&H loads. 
Despite starting out more than 10 
percent slower than the 300-grain .375, 
the 9.3x62 enjoyed the same reputation 
as an all-around African cartridge, 
suitable for everything from impala to 
buffalo—and, in a pinch, even elephant. 

During the past decade the old 
round has been catching on in the 
US. In 2011 Ruger chambered their 
Hawkeye African for the 9.3x62, and 
Nosler, Hornady and Remington 
offer factory ammunition. With 
modern powders the velocity of 
286-grain bullets can be speeded 
up considerably. The Hornady and 
Remington loads are advertised at 
2,360 fps, while Nosler offers their 
250-grain AccuBond at 2,550 fps and 
286-grain Partition at 2,450. Norma 
ammunition can sometimes be found, 
with various bullets from 232 (2,625 
fps) to 325 grains (2,198 fps). 

Handloaders can safely push things 
a little further. The load that impressed 
John so much in Tanzania used 66.0 
grains of Ramshot Big Game for nearly 
2,500 fps from the 286-grain Nosler 

Partition. It’s been pressure-tested 
at around 60,000 psi, the standard 
SAAMI level for the .30-06.

New Appeal
Why did the 9.3x62 suddenly start 

appealing to North American hunters? 
Oh, a few enthusiasts of  the obscure 
had used it all along, usually with 
reformed .30-06 brass and 270-grain 
Speer bullets, for decades the only 
9.3mm bullet made by an American 
company. But the overall progression 
throughout rifle history is smaller, 
lighter bullets at faster velocities, and 
the 9.3x62 certainly doesn’t conform 
to that trend. Aside from a few minor 

differences, it strongly resembles our 
own .35 Whelen. While the Whelen 
has its own cult following, it lags far 
behind the popularity of  the .338 
Winchester Magnum—and. the .338 
itself  lags behind the .300 WSM and 
.300 Winchester Magnum. 

The 9.3x62 does offer heavier 
bullets than either .33 or .35 caliber, 
but so what? Exactly what does a 
286-grain bullet do that a 250-grain 
from a .338 Winchester Magnum or 
.35 Whelen can’t? About the only 
tangible advantage the 9.3 might 
have over the .338 Winchester is 
larger-magazine capacity, since a 
standard bolt action’s magazine 

Bull moose are one of the reasons some 
North American hunters prefer medium bores.
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holds five rounds rather than three 
belted rounds.

Some hunters feel the 9.3x62 
recoils noticeably less than the .338 
Winchester even when loaded to 
modern pressures, and lighter recoil 
might appeal to aging baby boomers 
whose shoulders can’t take recoil like 
they used to. Also, many older hunters 
know big-game animals aren’t killed 
by recoil, but if  so, why not just use 
a .30-06?

Medium-bores became popular in 
the early days of smokeless powder, 
when expanding bullets tended to 
fragment when hitting heavy bone at 
velocities much above 2,500 fps. The 
only way to obtain deep penetration 
on game larger than deer was to 
increase the size of the bullet, and a 
bunch of medium bores appeared 
in the half-century of smokeless 

.35 Remington and the wildcat .35 
Whelen. Whether British, European 
or American, mostly these medium 
bores were loaded with bullets from 
200 to 300 grains at muzzle velocities 
from about 2,000 to 2,600 fps.

Heavy bullets at moderate velocity 
not only penetrated deeper on game 
such as elk, kudu and wild boar, but 
resulted in far less meat damage, 
important to many hunters back 
then—and even some today. I’ve 
taken dozens of big-game animals 
from under 100 pounds to over 1,000 
with my 9.3x62, in total losing maybe 
five pounds of meat. One shot from 
a 7mm or .300 Magnum often blows 
more venison into inedible mush. 

The .338 Win Mag
The .338 Winchester Magnum 

might be considered the transitional 
round between the pre-WWII and 
post-war medium bores, appearing 
in 1958, mostly due to the urging of 
Elmer Keith. The original factory 
loads included a 200-grain spitzer at 
3,000 fps, a 250-grain spitzer at 2,700 
fps, and a 300-grain roundnose at 
2,450 fps. 

Keith loathed the 200-grain load, 
urging his followers to use the two 
heavier bullets, but today most .338 
fans use “premium” 200- to 210-grain 
bullets, essentially turning the .338 
into a slightly larger-bulleted .300 
Magnum. My own experience with the 
.338 began in the 1980s, and suggests 
such “light” bullets work best for most 
hunting, since they shoot flatter, kill 
quicker and, perhaps most important, 
recoil less. 

Turn a 250- or 300-grain bullet 
loose at high velocity and rifles tend 

cartridge development before World 
War II. 

Caliber Of Empire
Back then the British Empire 

encircled the world, and so did 
British hunters, resulting in a bunch 
of medium bores, including the 
.318 Westley-Richards, .333 Jeffery, 
.350 Rigby, 400/.350 Rigby Nitro-
Express and .375 H&H. Germany 
also developed a lot of medium bores, 
primarily for use on driven wild boar, 
mostly in calibers from 9mm to 9.5mm 
(about .35 to .375), either rimless for 
Mauser and Mannlicher bolt actions, 
or rimmed for single-shot, double-
shot and combination rifles. North 
America’s big game had been depleted 
by market hunting, but we still came 
up with a few mediums, including 
the .33, .348 and .35 Winchesters, the 

Even powerful medium bores can’t guarantee 
moose won’t reach water before they fall. John’s 
Alaskan bull fell within a few yards after being 
shot with a .338 Winchester Magnum, but those 
few yards ended in the middle of a salmon river.

Blue wildebeest have the 
reputation of being the toughest of 
Africa’s plains game, yet this one 
fell within yards after one 200-
yard shot from John’s 9.3x62.
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to kick harder than most hunters 
can handle, the reason most .338 
Lapua Magnums have muzzlebrakes. 
Still, some hunters firmly believe in 
the long-range horsepower provided 
by high-velocity medium magnums 
such as the .338 Remington Ultra 
Magnum or .378 Weatherby. Most of 
us, however, tend to stop at the .338 
Winchester, or even regress to the .35 
Whelen and 9.3x62.

Killing Power
Medium-bores tend to be quite 

accurate, and American hunters do 
love to brag on their benchrest groups. 
This accuracy isn’t an accident. A 
tiny difference in jacket thickness can 
noticeably upset the dynamic balance 
of sub-.30" bullets, but doesn’t have 
nearly as much effect on .33" to .375" 
bullets. It’s common for .35 Whelens 
and 9.3x62s to shoot cloverleaf groups 
at 100 yards, both with handloads and 
factory ammo. What advantage such 
accuracy might have in a 250-yard 
moose rifle is a mystery, though fine 
accuracy can make a hunter more 
confident. Confidence and lighter 
recoil both contribute to accurate 
shooting, the primary ingredient in 
the nebulous phenomenon hunters 
call “killing power.”

Young John and I hunted a similar 
array of plains game in Tanzania, 
and my 9.3 put the same animals 
down somewhat quicker than his .300 
Winchester Magnum with 180-grain 
Nosler AccuBonds, considered a 
quick-killing combination by most 
hunters. Was the difference due to 
minor variations in shot placement or 
the size of the bullet?

Such variables can’t really be pinned 
down, but for the past couple of years 
my wife Eileen has been using an old 
German combination gun for much of 
her deer hunting. It was sold to her as 
a 9.3x72R, an old black-powder round 
that made the transition to smokeless, 
usually loaded with a bullet in the 
200-grain range at about 1,900 fps. 
Measuring the bore, however, proved 
the actual caliber to be close enough 
to .35" to use American bullets, and 
after some experimentation Eileen’s 
eventual handload turned out to be 
the 180-grain Speer Hot-Cor flatnose 
designed for the .35 Remington, at the 
traditional muzzle velocity of 1,900 
fps. This is somewhat less powerful 
than the .35 Remington, yet every deer 
Eileen has shot with her “9x72R” has 
crumpled right there, with minimal 
meat damage. 

Another demonstrable advantage 
of moderate-velocity medium bores is 
fine performance with standard cup-
and-core bullets. I used to handload 
200-grain Speer Hot-Cors to just 

over 2,600 fps in my .338 Winchester 
Magnum when hunting thick-cover 
whitetails, and it worked perfectly, 
dropping deer quickly with little 
meat damage. Many .35 Whelen fans 
use “ordinary” 250-grain bullets on 
animals such as elk and moose, and 
an awful lot of .375 H&H owners use 
ordinary 300-grain bullets, both in 
Alaska and Africa. The bullets don’t 
cost much, but still work very well.

“Ordinary Bullets”
Some hunters scoff  that the cost 

of bullets comes to a tiny fraction of 
any hunt, whether we buy a resident 
deer or elk tag and go camping for a 
week, or spend thousands of dollars 
on a distant hunt for moose or kudu. I 
personally use a wide variety of bullets, 
and certainly don’t mind paying for 
premiums when hunting in Tanzania, 
but why use expensive bullets on deer 
and elk when “affordable” models 
work just as well?

Just for fun, let’s compare some 

bullet costs, since they’ve jumped 
considerably in recent years, using 
January 2012 prices from the 
MidwayUSA website. In 9.3mm the 
best bargain turned out to be the 
oldest .366" bullet made in America, 
the 270-grain Speer Hot-Cor, at 44¢ a 
bullet, and the next-best, the 286-grain 
Hornady Interlock Spire-Point at 50¢. 

Premium 9.3mm bullets ranged in 
price from 79¢ apiece for the 286-grain 
Norma Oryx to $1.60 for the 250-grain 
North Fork. While I’ve used smaller 
North Forks on game from deer to 
bull moose with great results, I’d have 
to think hard about paying more 
than a buck-and-a-half  for individual 
9.3mm bullets when the same animals 
would fall just as quickly to a Speer 
or Hornady costing less than a third 
as much.

Of course, if  we’re dropping down 
considerably in weight and caliber to, 
say 7mm, premium bullets don’t cost 
as much, since they use less lead and 
copper. The cheapest 7mm premium 

The .338 
Winchester 
Magnum is the 
most popular 
medium bore in 
North America, 
and many hunters 
take one to 
Africa. Californian 
Charlie Sonu 
brought one on 
his first safari, 
taking more than 
a dozen animals, 
including this fine 
waterbuck, mostly 
with a single 
225-grain Nosler 
AccuBond.

One of the 
great virtues 
of traditional 
medium 
bores is their 
kindness to 
game meat. 
This impala was 
taken both for 
its long horns 
and delicious 
meat, and 
the 286-grain 
Nosler Partition 
didn’t spoil 
more than an 
ounce or two.
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on the Midway site turned out to be 
the reliable 160-grain Nosler Partition 
at 51¢ a bullet, but they were on sale 
and normally cost 67¢ apiece. Once 
again, North Forks led the pack, 
with 160s at $1.30 each, and most of 
the rest ran around $1 apiece. Even 
though Partitions don’t normally 
shoot up much meat, a 160 from a 
7mm Magnum shreds more venison 
than a 180-grain .35-caliber at 1,900 
fps, or a 286-grain 9.3mm at 2,450, 

soldiers hunted kudu, in Germany 
where jägers shot running boar, or in 
North America where Elmer Keith 
used a .35 Whelen on elk and brown 
bear. 

And then, shortly after you pull the 
trigger, there’s what a friend calls the 
“whomp factor.” When a medium-
bore bullet hits meat, you might as 
well get out the skinning knife and 
start the barbecue.

believe me.
So yeah, there are real reasons for 

heading backwards in rifle history, 
even in the 21st century, amid all sorts 
of advances from beltless magnums to 
premium bullets that cost a premium 
to use. Plus, there’s a certain something 
about using cartridges with a long and 
traditional history. When a hunter 
pulls the trigger on a medium bore, 
he’s connecting to the past, whether 
in Africa where vacationing British 

John’s CZ 550 9.3x62 has been to Africa 
twice and all over western North America. 
The factory stock was replaced a few years 
ago by a fancy laminate made of Circassian 
walnut from Kilimanjaro Rifles.
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Like so many of you readers I was at first intimidated by 
the necessary government paperwork. Admittedly that was 
a minor thing once understood. For me and many of you a 
far larger stumbling block is the cost of full-auto firearms, 
especially the collectible types. At this writing I have eight 
in my collection and a couple of them cost as much as 
Yvonne and I paid for our first house. I sold off  a good 
portion of my firearms collection to afford those I have and 
own no more guns I am willing to part with. 

There is another option—faux full-autos. These are 
firearms physically identical to the “real” full-autos and 
often built using original parts except for receivers. Their 
cost is but a fraction of the “real deal.” They are totally 

legal in a federal sense but be sure of your local and state 
laws before investing in one! 

The first time, I became truly aware of faux full-autos 
was the day in July 2007 when I got to fly in a WWII B-17 
bomber. To help set the stage for the Collin Foundation’s 
B-17 and B-24 when they arrived in Bozeman, the local 
Montana Military Vehicles Club set up their restored 1940s 
jeeps and trucks at the airport. To my amazement some of 
the jeeps had machine guns pedestal mounted! 

Knowing a couple of the club’s members I asked about 
them. They were facsimiles of belt fed, air-cooled, US 
Model 1919A4s and fully functional except only in semi-
auto mode. I was intrigued and at home that evening I told 
Yvonne that I’d like to get one of those “machine guns” 
tripod mounted and make it the centerpiece of our living 
room. She sure kicked that idea in the hind-end!

Model 1918A3
But the seed had been planted in my mind and it definitely 

began to germinate. Low on funds after buying my present 
full-autos, I still felt my collection needed a .30-06 BAR 
(Browning Automatic Rifle). The WWII version Model 

Mike “Duke” Venturino
Photos: Yvonne Venturino

back in december 2007, I made the leap 
and did something I’ve always wanted 

to do in my shooting career. I started 
buying some full-autos. all are from the 
World War II and Korean War years. 

Duke only became fully aware of faux 
full-autos when he arrived at the 
Bozeman, Mont. airport to ride in a 
WWII B-17 bomber. The local Montana 
Military Vehicles Club had their 
WWII jeeps on display and some had 
1919A4s pedestal mounted.

Duke’s friend Kirk Stovall firing the Ohio 
Ordnance Works Model 1918A3 Browning 
Automatic Rifle in .30-06. Its 22-pound weight 
makes it recoil like a .222 varmint rifle. 

Duke’s friend Kirk Stovall firing the Ohio 
Ordnance Works Model 1918A3 Browning 
Automatic Rifle in .30-06. Its 22-pound weight 
makes it recoil like a .222 varmint rifle. 

Full-
Autos
Full-
Autos



WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM 59

1918A2 was what I wanted but a search of the Internet 
showed original ones were starting at about $25,000. A 
secondary option was the semi-auto version being made by 
Ohio Ordnance Works. Their name for it is Model 1918A3. 
They are not inexpensive by any means but still the price is 
only about a 1/6 of the cost of original specimens. 

My Model 1918A3 physically duplicates the real item in 
all respects. It has the synthetic Bakelite buttstock, bipod, 
carrying handle and accepts standard BAR 20-round 
magazines. It should also be mentioned that for some states 
with silly magazine restrictions OOW also sells 10-round 
ones. And, at 20+ pounds it makes .30-06 recoil seem like a 
.222 varmint rifle. Rear sight is a peep adjustable for windage 
and elevation. I’ve probably fired 1,000 rounds of .30-06 
military surplus loads and my own handloads through my 
BAR and there has never been a single stoppage. Out to 
300 yards, firing at my Action Target PT Torso steel plates 
it is at least as accurate as my ’03A3 Springfields and M1 
Garands using their peep sights. 

Perusing OOW’s website while writing this article it was 
interesting to note they are currently selling faux full-auto 
versions of the famous Browning Model 1917A1, a belt-

fed, water-cooled .30-06 complete with tripod, headspace 
gauge, and belt linker. Also, they have kits for making up 
semi-auto, air-cooled Model 1919A4s like the military 
vehicles guys had mounted on their jeeps. There seems to 
be plenty of outfits making such. Listing them would be 
too lengthy here but Googling them on the Internet is easy. 
Original caliber for 1919s was .30-06 but OOW also offers 
.308 Winchester/7.62mm NATO barrels for them. 

M1919
Speaking of 1919s, such was my second faux full auto 

except I got it in the Model 1919A6 configuration. Whereas 
the 1919A4 was tripod or pedestal mounted, the A6 version 
was given a shoulder stock, and bipod. I encountered one 
for sale at about 1/10 the going price of “real” full-auto 
ones. It still feeds its .30-06s from either cloth or metal link 
belts. What amazed me the first time I picked it up was 
how the military expected people to hand carry that thing 
around. It weighs 32 pounds! However, once you get it set 
up and start shooting its accuracy is surprising. Furthest 

SometimeS they prove more accurate 
aS well aS much more affordable.

Which 1919 is real and which is faux? 
The tripod mounted Model 1919A4 at 
left is real. The bipod mounted Model 
1919A6 is semi-auto only. 

Duke firing from his shooting house with a friend’s faux full-auto 
version of the Finnish Model 31 Suomi 9mm. Duke found it accurate and 
pleasant to shoot.

A friend of Duke’s bought this semi-auto version of the .303 British BREN 
gun famous in WWII. It could be tripod or bipod mounted. 

Full-
Autos
Full-
Autos
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I’ve fired mine has been at PT Torso 
plates at 200 yards and it’s no feat to 
keep hits on steel. 

A friend allowed me the use of his 
faux full-auto .303 British BREN gun 
made by Historic Arms LLC. It’s a 
dead ringer for the real deal and rivals 
the BAR for weight and size although 
it does use 30-round magazines 
instead of 20-round ones. Another 
point in its favor is that its barrels are 
quick change where the BARs are not. 

Without having ever fired them 
I’ve seen faux full-auto replicas of 
German MG34 and MG42 in 8mm 
Mauser. I was present one time when 
a fellow set up a “Ma Deuce” (M2) .50 
BMG on a tripod. It was a faux full-
auto. Talk about loud! 

Tommy Guns
There are many faux full-auto 

submachine guns around. In fact faux 
“Tommy Guns” have been for sale for 
decades. However, there are legalities 
concerning faux full-auto subguns 
that must be recognized. To the best 
of my knowledge there are three ways 
to approach them.  

First off, it should be pointed out 
the stumbling block with faux full-
autos is barrel length. Most world 
famous submachine guns had barrel 
lengths of from about 7" to 12". By 
Federal law a rifle can’t have a barrel 

others are out there too.
Handguns can legally have 

submachine gun length barrels but 
they can’t have buttstocks, not even 
folding ones. So a legal way to make 
faux full-auto subguns is based on 
those originally built with folding 
buttstocks. Examples are again the 
Russian PPS43 7.62x25mm and 
Germany’s MP38 and MP40 9mm. 
What some entrepreneurs are doing is 
selling faux full-autos of these famous 
subguns with buttstocks folded 
PERMANENTLY. That makes them 
legally handguns. At a gun show 
in the summer of 2011 I handled a 
faux full-auto PPS43 and darn near 
reached for my wallet. Again the seed 
was planted in my brain so later I 
bought one because in my exuberance 
I’ve accumulated about a lifetime 
supply of military surplus 7.62x25mm 
ammo. It’s a fun gun.

The third manner by which to 
approach faux full-auto subguns is 
what a couple friends have done. They 
first buy the type with 16" barrels, 
which anyone who can legally buy a 
rifle can own. (Again check your own 
locale for legalities.) Then they apply 
to the ATF and pay the $200 fee so 
they can legally own a rifle with barrel 
shorter than 16". One friend who did 
this started with a Kahr Arms/Auto 
Ordnance semi-auto “Tommy Gun” in 
the Model 1928 form of WWII fame 
and had it fitted with a 10.5" original 
Thompson barrel. Physically, it’s 
identical to those used by American 
and British forces worldwide in that 
conflict. 

Actually, you need not go to the 
trouble of hiring a gunsmith to alter 
one of the Kahr Arms/Auto Ordnance 
“Tommy Guns” to the 10.5" barrel 
length. The manufacturer makes 
them that way. This I discovered 
when stopping to rest my feet at 

length less than 16", so if  a faux full-
auto is going to be sold with buttstock 
or with folding buttstock, its barrel 
must be 16" or more. That makes 
them look “funny” compared to the 
real deal. Still there are many versions 
about ranging from the ubiquitous 
“Tommy Gun” in many versions to 
faux full-auto copies of the Russian 
PPsh41 and PPS43 and Finnish 
Suomi M31. Faux German MP40s 
are advertised sometimes, but again 
I’ve never seen one in person. Likely 

Duke was present once when 
this faux full-auto version of a 
Browning M2 .50 BMG was set up. 
He says it was loud!

The faux version of the Finnish M31 (above) Suomi 9mm can be loaded with a 20-round stick 
magazine (inserted), a 50-round stick magazine (left) and a 71-round drum. The latter magazine 
adds pounds to the weight of the Suomi when attached. The Auto-Ordnance faux full-auto version of 
the Thompson Model 1928 (below) with an original shorter than usually legal barrel. Its owner has 
gotten the Federal paperwork necessary to legally have a barrel shorter than 16".
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SHOT Show 2011 and found myself  
beside the Kahr Arms booth. Right 
there in front of me was a perfect 
recreation of a WWII M1A1 “Tommy 
Gun.” That company can help with 
exact information on obtaining the 
necessary ATF forms so you can 
legally own a “short-barreled rifle.” 

I’m not sure how the laws work in 
reverse of that. I mean can you pay 
the $200 fee and then have a short 
barreled faux full-auto with a folding 
stock that works? Surely, I’ll find out 
for that’s how I’d like my PPS43 to be 
set up. 

Finnish Fauxs
Another friend has amassed a 

large collection of Finnish military 
weapons and accouterments from the 
1930s and 1940s. He purchased one of 
the faux full-auto Suomi M31 9mms, 
did the necessary paperwork and put 
an original 12" barrel on it. I’ve shot 
his M31 9mm plenty and out to 100 
yards or so it’s very accurate. Here are 
a couple of tidbits about the Suomi 
M31. They can take box magazines 
of 20- and 50-round capacity and 
a drum magazine taking 71 rounds. 
When a fully loaded drum magazine 
is attached to the gun it adds 5 
pounds to its weight! Also rare for a 
submachine gun is its barrel is capable 
of quick change. It’s not threaded into 
the receiver. 

I’ve fired both friends’ “short-
barreled rifles.” They are not only fun 
but actually far easier to actually hit a 
target with than real full-autos. That’s 
because being semi-auto they are setup 
to fire from a closed bolt. Most vintage 
submachine guns from any nation were 
designed to fire from an open bolt. 
That pound-plus hunk of steel sliding 
forward every time the trigger is pulled 
most certainly disturbs aim. The same 
is true of my OOW 1918A3 BAR 
.30-06. I’ve fired an original full-auto 
BAR and the semi-auto one is easier to 
actually hit with. 

So what purpose do faux full-
autos serve? Nothing serious; they are 
fun shooters and can fill a niche in a 
military firearms collection where true 
full-autos are prohibitively expensive. 
I’ve got both and enjoy both. 
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(508) 795-3919
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(440) 285-3481 
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oHiooRdnancewoRks

1400 West Henry Street • Sedalia, MO 65301
Tech support: 1-800-223-8799
Other calls: 1-888-223-3006

1-800-223-8799 • www.sierrabullets.com

Contact your dealer for the
complete line of Sierra bullets
or visit www.sierrabullets.com

It’s simple. When you add
up the accuracy, performance
and value of our Match, Hunting
and Varmint bullets, it makes 
choosing Sierra easy.

http://www.sierrabullets.com
http://www.spartanbladesusa.com
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The knife’s slick 
handles design features 
G10 handle scales with a 
liner-lock tucked between 
them and, on the design 
side, a deep finger choil 
for added purchase and 
finger protection. The 
kicked out midsection of 
the handle fits the inner 
palm like a glove, making 
for a comfortable, pistol-
like grip. Turbulence’s 
3.25" Sandvik 14C28N 
stainless steel upswept, 
hybrid clip-point blade 
(some might refer to it as 
a reverse tanto) rolls out 
via a flick of the flipper 
or a nudge of the thumb 
stud, aided by Kershaw’s 
patented SpeedSafe assisted opening 
mechanism. Kershaw is credited with 
putting spring-assisted openers on 
the map and the velocity with which 
this knife’s blade rotates from point 
A to point B will not disappoint. The 
Turbulence stretches out to 7.75" fully 

engaged. When the blade is opened 
the flipper moves to the front side of 
the handle and provides even more 
finger protection.

For toting the Turbulence features 
a stylish pocket clip that can be posi-
tioned for right or left hand tip-up 
carry and a lanyard hole is located 
in the base. At under 4.5 ounces in 
weight the Turbulence won’t drag 
you down, and the knife’s $110 
suggested retail price won’t either. 
Kershaw’s Turbulence is a knife—
made in the USA no less—loaded 
with features complimented by sleek 
styling and sound design, and well 
worth a whirl!

Kershaw’s Turbulence
This folder sports slick 

looks and features aplenty.

There are some knives with all the right stuff. Everything 
seems to click. There’s a coherent persona from blade 

tip to handle base. The Kershaw Turbulence is just such 
a knife. Designed in collaboration with Oregon-based 
custom knifemaker Tim Gaylean, the Turbulence has hints 
of the knifemaker’s stealthy Moab model, but put through 
a wind tunnel to smooth out the hard edges. 

The clean lines of Kershaw’s Turbulence decry a knife loaded 
with features, including the company’s patented SpeedSafe 
assisted opening mechanism.

Knife: Turbulence
Maker: kershaw knives/kai Usa

18600 TeTon ave.,  TUalaTin, or 97062
(800) 325-2891

w w w.gUnsMagazine.coM/kershaw-knives

Blade material: Sandvik 14C28N stainless, 
Blade length: 3.25",  Overall length: 7.75", 
Weight: 4.4 ounces, handle: G10 synthetic, 

Carry: Pocket clip,  PriCe: $110
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The First Officially Licensed Stainless Steel Colt® .45 Pistol Ever Issued by America Remembers

I wish to reserve ___ of the “Colt® Proud To Be An American Tribute Pistol,”
a working Colt .45 pistol, at the introductory issue price of $1,995.* My deposit 
of $195 per Tribute is enclosed. I wish to pay the balance at the rate of $100 per
month, no interest or carrying charges. Certificate of Authenticity included.  
Thirty-day return privilege.
� Check enclosed for $ .

� Charge payment of $ to:  � VISA  � MasterCard  � AMEX  � Discover 

No. Exp. 

Display Case � I wish to reserve the optional, luxuriously lined, custom-made display case 
with locking glass lid. My payment of $149* is enclosed or add to credit card.

Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Telephone ( )

America Remembers®

10226 Timber Ridge Drive � Ashland, Virginia 23005
www.americaremembers.com

To place your reservation toll-free call 1-800-682-2291

©AHL, Inc.

*Virginia residents please add 5% sales tax. Shipping and handling will be added.
All orders are subject to acceptance and credit verification prior to shipment.

The         Proud To Be An American 
Tribute Pistol

®

COLT,          , and RAMPANT COLT 
are registered trademarks of 
New Colt Holding Corp. 
and are used by America 
Remembers under license. 
All rights reserved.

®

If you are a proud American who stands a little taller with every
wave of the Stars and Stripes, if you can see an eagle soaring in the sky
and feel its sense of freedom, if you stand with pride when the Star-
Spangled Banner is sung and you still feel a sense of awe whenever you
see the Statue of Liberty, then you know what it means to be a patriotic
citizen of the greatest nation in the world.  Our country is truly America 
the beautiful, land of the free, home of the brave; a land of unlimited
opportunity for every citizen.

As Americans, we treasure the symbols of our nation because they represent our
hard fought steps along the road to liberty and democracy. They remind us of the
men and women who sacrificed their lives so we can live in freedom, and all those
who have served and continue to serve our country, upholding the values we hold
dear as a nation.  

Now, America Remembers is proud to issue a Tribute, honoring the spirit of
American freedom and every brave American who has fought to preserve it: The
Colt® Proud To Be An American Tribute Pistol. This historic issue captures the spirit
of America on a truly classic American firearm:  the Colt® Government Model® .45
Pistol. The Tribute is a working, officially licensed Colt .45 that is also the first
stainless steel pistol ever issued by America Remembers! Craftsmen commissioned
specifically by America Remembers have decorated the Tribute in handsome 
24-karat gold artwork with a unique combination of engraving, a matte finish steel
background and a magnificent multi-finish 24-karat gold and copper design to 
create an overall stunning effect.

A Classic American Firearm
Each Tribute is a fully functional Colt® Government Model® .45 Pistol, an

American icon that many of its owners consider one of the best pistols ever made.
Firearms produced by Colt have played a prominent role in American history, and
the classic firearms produced by Colt have been a favorite of firearms enthusiasts
and collectors for generations. More fighting men have carried the Model .45 than
any other pistol in history. It defended our freedom – and the world’s – throughout
World War I and World War II, Korea and Vietnam. We at America Remembers
considered the Colt .45 pistol a natural choice for our tribute to American
patriotism.

Display Case Available
An optional custom-built, wooden display case is
available for purchase.

� The stainless steel slide has a tactical bead blasted frame to give it a handsome matte finish, which perfectly
complements the artwork featured in stunning 24-karat gold. At barrel’s end on both sides the rays of the sun are
featured, representing the strength of the American way of life and the pride that every American feels who truly
loves their country.  

� Three treasured symbols dear to the heart of every American citizen are featured on each side of the slide. 
The Statute of Liberty is magnificently featured as a welcoming symbol to every immigrant, visitor and citizen of
our country who returns home. The “lady with the lamp” has stood as a symbol of our national freedom for over 
a century. The majestic American bald eagle is featured, symbolizing our nation’s boundless, soaring spirit and 
its staunch determination to defend liberty against all oppressors. The Stars and Stripes is also featured as both 
a foundation that all other American symbols rest upon and a spanning representation of our country’s enduring
spirit of freedom and unity.

Model: Colt® Government Model® Stainless Steel Pistol • Caliber: .45 ACP • Barrel length: 5”

An Exclusive 
Limited
Edition

Only 500
Americans will have
the opportunity to own
this magnificent Tribute
issued exclusively
through America
Remembers. We will
arrange delivery of your
working Colt .45 pistol
through a licensed firearms
dealer of your choice.  And, as
always, your Tribute will come
with our 30-day guarantee of satisfaction. If you are not fully satisfied with your
purchase, you may return it in original, unfired condition within thirty days for a
complete and courteous refund.

Now is your opportunity to own a truly magnificent Tribute that encompasses
all that it means to be an American and to show your pride in the American way of
life. This Colt® Proud To Be An American Tribute Pistol is dedicated to the
American spirit and is a tribute to the patriotic spirit of those who fought for our
freedom and liberty, along with those who continue to stand ready to defend our
great nation and the values we hold dear. As you hold this Tribute in your own
hands, you will experience that special feeling, which says, “I’m proud to be an
American – the greatest nation in the world!” 

http://www.americaremembers.com


Mexican Standoff

“In Mexico, where crimi-
nals are armed to the 
teeth… the country 
has some of the most 

restrictive gun laws in the world,” 
NPR reports. “Law-abiding Mexi-
cans who want a gun to defend 
themselves have no good options. 
Either they fight government red 
tape to get a legal permit, or they 
buy one on the black market.”

This is illustrated with deadly 
seriousness in the story of Colo-
nia LeBaron, a community in 
Chihuahua founded by a sect of 
“breakaway” Mormons. Follow-
ing kidnappings and murders of 
their members by cartel thugs, the 
community armed itself  in order 
to provide the protection their 
government can’t and won’t.

In cases where there is no one 
to band with, individuals often just 
give up. I recently was a guest on 
Houston-based American Trigger 
Sports Network (ATSN.tv), and 
fellow panelist Barbara Crown of 
“The Hunting Report” (Huntin-
gReport.com) relayed stories of 
how some Mexican hunts must 
now be conducted under the 
protection of armed guards, and 
how some ranch owners have given 
up hunting their own lands due to 
cartels appropriating their prop-
erty for supply routes. The hapless 
ranchers must now book their own 
hunting excursions in regions with 
less conflict—assuming they don’t 
just flee their homes altogether.

Which brings us to the story of 
a man who did not surrender and 
relinquish what was his, who left us 
with an example of determination, 
courage and principle, and who 
was nonetheless doomed by his 
government’s failures and the real-
ity that there are too few like him. 

Don Alejo Garza Tamez, 77, 
was a rancher and respected busi-
nessman. A cartel wanted his 

property and gave him 24 hours 
to vacate—or else. Instead, he told 
the criminals he would be waiting 
for them, and told his workers to 
take the next day off. 

“He dedicated the rest of Satur-
day to taking stock of his weapons 
and ammunition and creating a 
military fortress-style defense strat-
egy for his home,” Borderland Beat 
reported.

A lifelong hunter, Don Alejo 
had amassed a collection of weap-
ons, something only a man of 
means could afford. When the 
thugs drove up Sunday morning in 
trucks firing guns and expecting no 
resistance, he was waiting for them 
with guns at each window, return-
ing fire with precision, forcing the 
astonished invaders to resort to 
grenades. When the smoke cleared, 
Don Alejo was dead. So were four 
of his attackers, with another two 
wounded and presumed dead by 
their fleeing associates.

That the Mexican government 
insists on maintaining its monop-
oly of violence only means they 
and the cartels will continue the 
carnage. But there are unintended 
consequences, as ordinary people, 
sick of living in fear, are beginning 
to fight back—desperately, and at 
times adopting the terror tactics of 
their persecutors.

Los Matas Zetas (“The Zeta-
Killers”) have begun killing cartel 
members, even beheading some 
on videotape. Per LiveLeak.com, 
“They claim they are civilians who 
have had family members killed in 
the drug war violence and that they 
want revenge.”

That’s what you end up with 
when a corrupt system betrays 
those like Don Alejo, who simply 
want freedom and dignity.

VNR
RIGHTS WATCH

Visit David Codrea’s online journal 
“The War on Guns” at 

waronguns.com, 
visit DavidCodrea.com to read 

his Examiner column.

Due to the importance of this 
column, GUNS will begin 
posting “Rights Watch” 

at www.gunsmagazine.com 
on the 1st of the 

month—long before it 
appears here.—Editor

Three Course 

BONUS
Includes:
Concealed

Carry Options 
Home

Defense
VVehicle
Defense

Two-disc set only $49.95 — Order Today:
(800) 628-9818 (M-F 8am-3pm PST)
www.americanhandgunner.com/TRvids

“It’s a BIG gun
when I put it on
and it’s a BIG gun
when I pull it out.”
Learn how to choose a gun, 
carry concealed and draw 
carefully. Get Clint Smith’s  
Thunder Ranch DVD course.

Clint on Concealed Carry:
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How do you make a Savage 

rifle even more accurate? Well, 

as the adage goes, you can’t 

kill what you can’t see, so you 

include a Nikon 3-9x40 BDC 

reticle scope, mounted and bore 

sighted. This unique reticle can

be ballistically matched to your 

exact cartridge using Nikon 

“Spot On” Software. Coinci-

dentally, the price of the New 

package is “Spot On” too.  

See your favorite Savage  

dealer for details.

SAVAGEARMS.COM

http://www.savagearms.com


Para USA Sold

Freedom Group Inc. announced 
it has finalized an asset purchase 

agreement to acquire certain assets 
of  handgun manufacturer Para USA. 
In a press release, Freedom Group 
Chief  Sales and Marketing Officer E. 
Scott Blackwell said, “Para USA is 
a leader in handgun technology and 
their fine products exemplify quality, 
innovation and performance. Para is 
a perfect complement to our indus-
try-leading family of  brands, and 
our success in 2011 with the Reming-
ton R1 1911. We look forward to 
deploying both human and financial 
resources to continue to develop and 
supply current and future handguns 
for consumers and our channel part-
ners. We also wish to thank all its 
employees for their continued dedi-
cation that has made Para a success.” 
Para will continue day-to-day oper-
ations at their Pineville, N.C.-based 
facility. —Courtesy NSSF

Trophy Whitetails Up 
400 Percent

Trophy whitetail entries from 
2011 hunting seasons are begin-

ning to pour into Boone and Crock-
ett Club headquarters. But while the 
sporting world waits to see which 
states are hot—or not—producers of 
giant bucks, North America’s over-
all robust trend in whitetail entries 
is a story for all conservationists to 
celebrate. B&C historical records 
show that trophy whitetails are up 
400 percent over the past 30 years. —
Courtesy NSSF

Firearms Industry Jobs

Visit www.nssf.org/jobs for current 
employment opportunities in the 

shooting, hunting and outdoor indus-
try. Employers: Log in to post a job 
opening.—Courtesy NSSF

Brain-Controlled Pros-
thetic Arm

A new prosthetic arm—operated 
by an individual’s thoughts—

was used by wounded warriors at 
the Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center (WRNMMC) for 
the first time last January 24.

With nearly as much dexterity as 
a natural limb, 22 degrees of  motion, 
and independent movement of 
fingers, the 9-pound Modular Pros-
thetic Limb (MPL) was developed 
as part of  a 4-year program by the 
Johns Hopkins University Applied 

Physics Laboratory (APL), along 
with WRNMMC and the Uniformed 
Services University of  the Health 
Sciences (USU). 

“We’ve been working with [APL] 
since the start of  this project,” said 
Col. (Dr.) Paul Pasquina, chief  of 
Orthopaedics and Prosthetics at 
WRNMMC and director for the 
Center of  Rehabilitation Sciences 
at USU. “We believe very strongly 
those who are willing to put their 
lives in harm’s way deserve the very 
best. Through this revolutionizing 
project, we’ve worked with the great-
est manufacturers across the globe 
to come up with modern solutions to 
loss of  an upper limb.”

Pasquina explained the limb is 
controlled by surface electrodes, 
which pick up electric signals gener-
ated by the muscles underneath the 
skin, then convert those patterns 
in electrical signals into a robotic 
function.

“We wanted to make [the MPL] 
as intuitive as possible. Normally, 
when you move your hand, you think 
about moving your hand, and a 
signal comes down from your brain, 
goes down through your spinal cord, 
out through your limb and activates 
muscles in your hand to open or 
close [the hand],” Pasquina said.

With an amputee, the nerves trav-
eling down the spinal cord are still 
intact, and they’re still connected 
to some of  the muscles in the arm, 
Pasquina said. “What we try to do 
is pick up the electrical signals of 
the muscles that still exist in the arm 
and interpret those, convert them 
to a computer signal to then drive 
a robotic limb,” he said. “When an 
individual is thinking about clos-
ing their hand, muscles will activate 
and the prosthetic limb will respond 
accordingly.”

“There are folks working very 
hard on electrical sensors that can 
go directly on nerves, and electri-
cal sensors that can be embedded in 
the brain,” Pasquina said, adding, “I 
think there’s still a lot to be learned 

“What we try to do is 
pick up the electrical 

signals of the muscles 
that still exist in the 

arm and interpret those, 
convert them to a com-

puter signal to then 
drive a robotic limb,”

Three Course 

BONUS
Includes:
Concealed

Carry Options 
Home

Defense
VVehicle
Defense

Two-disc set only $49.95 — Order Today:
(800) 628-9818 (M-F 8am-3pm PST)
www.americanhandgunner.com/TRvids

Home defense tools come in 
many forms. Learn to be 
prepared for fire or home 
invasion with help from Clint 
Smith’s Thunder Ranch DVD 
training course.

“Then hit ’em
with the red can.”

“Squirt ’em with
  the white foam.”

Clint on Home Defense:
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on how the human body can inte-
grate with computers and computer 
interface, and I think the sky’s the 
limit in terms of  what we will do over 
the next 5 to 10 years.”

The next logical phase in the 
MPL’s development is to incorpo-
rate sense of  touch, and apply this 
technology to prosthetic legs in the 
future, said Cmdr. Jack Tsao, direc-
tor of  the Traumatic Brain Injury 
Programs for Navy Medicine’s 
Bureau of  Medicine and Surgery. 
A neurologist who also assisted in 
the project, Tsao explained ampu-
tees must first go through “train-
ing,” using the Virtual Integrated 
Environment (VIE), which records 
an individual’s muscle movements. 
By collecting their muscle data, the 
MPL is then suited for the individ-
ual. This gives the amputee time to 
learn how to use the device, fit them 
for it, then see how they work with 
it, he said.

Air Force Tech Sgt. Joe Delauri-
ers, the first patient to begin using 
the MPL, described the device as 
“pretty comfortable.” “It’s really fun 
working with the hand and [exciting] 
to see what’s going to be coming in 
the future,” said Delauriers. 

Four months ago, Delauriers lost 
both legs and part of his left arm 

after an IED blast in Afghanistan. He 
said it’s an indescribable feeling to be 
where he is today. “I’m living off base, 
I’m driving, [and] I’m living with my 
[infant] son. I’m able to hold him with-
out any open wounds, infections,” he 
said. “They do such a great job here 
with therapy.” The Airman said he can 
only imagine what these advancements 
will lead to in another decade.

“It’s something I still find amaz-
ing,” Pasquina said. “Time after time, 
you see people not only recover, but 
thrive after severe injuries, and they’re 
inspirational to all of us, to us as medi-
cal staff who have the honor of taking 
care of them. It’s humbling to be a part 
of that,” he added. —Sarah Fortney, 
Walter Reed National Military Medical 
Center Public Affairs

The Modular Prosthetic Limb (MPL) was developed as part of a 4-year program. The brain-controlled 
prosthetic has nearly as much dexterity as a natural limb, and allows independent movement of 
fingers. The MPL was used for the first time on Jan. 24, 2012. USN photo: Sarah Fortney
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Originally, these B-5 scopes show 
up in all kinds of unlikely places such 
as US Marine-issue M1903 rifles used 
during the last days of WWI (and 
pressed back into service early in 
WWII), as well as a variety of sport-
ing rifles from single shot to bolt ac-
tions of many calibers.

MVA offers two versionS of the 
B-5 scope and the one reviewed here 
does not offer the wider range of ad-
justments of its more expensive broth-
er. Yet it offers everything I need for 
my Ballard .22 LR project including 
parallax adjustment from 50' to 200 
yards. Another great application for 
this scope would be on one of the Sav-
age M30 Favorites—and I might just 
do that.

The 1-piece tube is beautifully 
blued, the bases are nicely color case 
hardened and the adjustments work 

smoothly. It offers decent eye relief, 
and would be suitable for harder kick-
ing guns than a .22. The scope slides 
in its mounts under recoil along a 
fixed track and must be pulled back 
into position. The “battery stop” can 
be set by the shooter for the proper 
field of view. The adjustment hashes 
on this simpler version move the ret-
icle 1.5 MOA at 100 yards (the more 
expensive version offers 1/2-MOA ad-
justments). The reticle can be rotated 
to center it 

I chose to add the optional leath-
er sight covers, to enhance its period 
look. While I have yet to finish my 
Ballard, and haven’t field tested the 
scope, I expect no disappointment. 
After all, this isn’t 15X Tactical Spe-
cial with ranging windgauge reticle, it 
is meant to replicate a period scope. 
This B-5 does so with much better 

achromatic-type lenses, coatings and 
construction than the originals.

b-5
Maker: MonTana vinTage arMs

61 andrea dr.
Belgrade, MT 59714

(406) 388-4027
w w w.gUnsMagazine.coM/MonTana-vinTage

magnifiCatiOn:  5X,  OBjeCtive diameter: 
3/4",  eye relief:  3",  internal adj. range: 
12.5 MOA elevation and windage at 100 yards, 

CliCk value:  1 .5 MOA, Weight:  13-1/2 ounces, 
tuBe diameter:   3/4",  Overall length:  15-1/2", 
retiCles:  Plain crosshair,  PriCe:$575 (shown), 

$650 (target knobs),  $40 (leather scope covers)

black MZ—alliant’s black 
Powder replacement

holT bodinson
If  you’re a black-powder shooter, 

you’re probably familiar with mod-
ern black-powder substitutes like 
Pyrodex, Triple 7, American Pioneer 
Powder, and others. Now, one of the 
world’s largest propellant manufac-
turers, Alliant Powder, is introducing 
Black MZ formula as a volume-for-
volume replacement to black powder 
in muzzleloaders and cartridges. Hav-
ing burned through 1-1/2 pounds of 
the stuff, I can report Black MZ is an 
exceptionally fine product.

On the plus side, it’s virtually non-
corrosive, according to its maker, and 
highly resistant to moisture and hu-

MVa winchesTer 
b-5 scoPe

Featuring: JeFF JOHn

The Montana Vintage Arms reproduction of the 
Winchester B-5 scope brings quality optics and fills 

the missing link in a variety of restorations or as an 
upgrade to a modern reproduction of vintage arm from the 
pre-WWI era. Even better, the optics are much, much better 
than any original, yet it still offers the old world charm of 
the straight tube scope with external adjustments.

The MVA copy of the Winchester B-5 scope will be right at home on Jeff’s Ballard .22 project (top), 
but may wind up also on the Stevens Model 30 .22 WMR. The optional leather scope covers are a 
nice addition. The paper wrapper will be left on the tube until it is mounted.

The scope offers parallax adjustment from 50' 
to 200 yards (above)—perfect for a rimfire. 
Each hashmark moves point of impact 1.5 MOA 
at 100 yards. Note the “pressure screw” (below) 
at the upper corner of the mount. This allows 
you to adjust the amount of tension needed to 
move the adjustments.
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HIGH DEFINITION OPTICS
• Premium Hunting Scopes
• Long Range Scopes
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• Handgun Scopes
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• Electronic Sights
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• Sling Swivels
• Shooters Tools

Zero In 
On Quality

(817) 783-6001 • www.sunopticsusa.com 

Sun-GUNS-Q-BW2011_Rev.indd   2 11/23/11   2:12 PM

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM 71

midity. It comes in only one, unspeci-
fied granulation. It leaves so little 
fouling in the bore it’s unnecessary 
to clean between shots, and it cleans 
up at the end of  a shooting session 
with only four patches of  any bore 
solvent handy. It ignites perfectly 
with normal percussion caps, and in 
flintlocks. It generates beautiful bil-
lows of  white smoke with little vis-
ible muzzle flash. What I appreciate 
most about Black MZ is that it deliv-
ers outstanding accuracy in all of  my 
muzzleloading rifles. 

A new cleaner burning black-powder 
substitute is now available from Alliant 
Powder. Black MZ is measured volume-for-
volume with black powder.

On the minus side, it’s dusty. 
When I pour the grey powder gran-
ules in-and-out of  the container, 
there’s an irritating puff  of  powder 
dust left suspended in the air. Also, 
the dust tends to accumulate and 
grate on the working parts of  pow-
der measures. Charge-for-charge it 
delivers less velocity than black pow-
der and greater extreme spreads. In 
my .50-caliber roundball gun with 
a 32" Green Mountain barrel, 80.0 
grains of  Goex FFFg generates an 
average velocity of  1,702 fps with an 
extreme spread of  20 fps. Shooting 
the same charge of  Black MZ pro-
duces an average 1,399 fps and an ex-
treme spread of  98 fps. Yet, accuracy 
with both propellants is equal—one 
ragged, 3-shot hole at 50 yards.

AlliAnt Powder
P.o. Box 6 

rAdford, VA 24141
(800) 276-9337

www.gunsmAgAzine.com/AlliAnt-Powder

http://www.sunopticsusa.com
http://www.epsaddlery.com
http://www.facebook.com/americanhandgunner
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accessories free cAtAlog! make your own kydex 
gun holster or knife sheath. over 1200 
items. Visit www.knifekits.com or call 
1-877-255-6433 today.

aMMuniTion

Quinetics Corporation! reloading 
supplies. Made in USA.  
www.quineticscorp.com

aPParel

www.ABETTERBELTUSA.com 
top Quality ~ Better Prices 
dress Belts, casual Belts 

concealed carry, competition 
Handcrafted in texas 

281-703-7533 / 281-414-1110

aucTions/shows

booKs

new Book-the reality of Armed 
self-defense (surviving the Attack 
And the Aftermath) easy read-
ing, 115 pages, $20 Postpaid  
www.bobirwinbooks.com

business  
oPPorTuniTies

collecTors

eMbleMs & insiGnia

FireworKs

For sale

maxarmory.com movie revolvers, 
autos, machine guns, stunguns, 
blank ammo, id’s, bodyarmor, cwP 
badges, spy cameras. catalog $3 Po 
970057 coconut creek, fl 33097 
1-877-332-2343

Gun ParTs

No Drilling or Tapping!
The absolute best scope mount made for the Chil-

ean 1895.  Easy installation without modifica-
tions to your gun. Machined from solid bar stock 

& made in the USA.  See
www.scopemounts.com 

for a list of our other mounts & scopes.

Chilean 1895 Scope Mount
S&K

Scope Mounts

800-578-9862
www.scopemounts.com

70 Swede Hollow Rd
Sugar Grove, PA 16350

S&K SCOUT-MOUNT

www.riograndecustomgrips.com
QUALITY MADE IN THE U.S.A.

303-330-2812

NEW! NOW YOU CAN ADD
PIZZAZZ TO YOUR RUGER

BLACKHAWK, SUPER BLACK 
HAWK, OLD VAQUERO and

SINGLE SIX REVOLVERS!
NEW IMAGES FOR YOUR 1911 AND TAURUS.

D.O Reichard S&W Armorer
Trained Exclusively by S&W with 30 years skilled 

experience in the art of the S&W Revolver.
Actions Tuned, Cylinder work, sight systems

& much more.
We back our work!

Reasonable Prices and Turn around time.
Priority Service Available

Call or Drop a line to Sand Burr Gun Ranch
sandburrgunranch@gmail.com

Or
574-223-3316

2111 E 350 N Rochester IN 46975
www.sandburrgunranch.com

“For Revolvers that Work!”

Sand_Burr_ad.indd   1 7/29/10   3:03:46 PM

Guns For sale

GunsMiThinG

GUNSMITHING AT PIEDMONT COM-
MUNITY COLLEGE. two-year, hands-
on program; financial aid available; 
approved for gi Bill benefits; P.o. Box 
1197, roxboro, nc 27573; (336)599-
1181; www.piedmontcc.edu

insTrucTion

KniVes & swords

FREE POCKET KNIVES. collect-
ibles, Bowies, swords, tacticals, 
And much more. for more informa-
tion Visit our web site And click on 
the featured Product for the week.  
www.dovadistributors.com
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ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION ONLY $24.95!

Subscribe Now to enjoy last year’s fun and this year’s “WOW!”Subscribe NowSubscribe Now to enjoy last year’s fun and this year’s “ to enjoy last year’s fun and this year’s “ to enjoy last year’s fun and this year’s “WOW!WOW!””Subscribe Now to enjoy last year’s fun and this year’s “WOW!”

If you’ve experienced the “cool” 
factor of GUNS Magazine and want 
to see what you missed last year, 
you’re in luck.

Get all twelve 2011 issues in 
digital format on one easy-to-use 
CD-ROM when you subscribe to 
GUNS Magazine through this offer.

Catch up on a year’s worth of 
Clint Smith, John Connor, Massad 
Ayoob, John Taffi n, Dave Anderson, 
“Duke” Venturino and others. And 
with a subscription you can count 
on even more in the months ahead.

Call (888) 732-2299
www.gunsmagazine.com

M-F 8am-3pm PST ($59.95 outside U.S.)
P.O. Box 509094. San Diego, CA 92150

Plus FREE 
2011 Digital 
Edition CD with 
your paid order

FREE
2011 Digital 
Edition CD with 
2011 Digital 

GUNS Subscription Ad11.indd   58 2/14/12   9:02 AM
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A-TH STOCK
MCMILLAN GROUP INTERNATIONAL

the A-tH stock was created after numerous 
customer requests for a thumbhole stock in 

mcmillan’s tactical line. it uses a flat, square-type 
forearm comparable to the popular A-3, but with 
textured grooves on the sides for a superb grip when 
shooting off-hand. the butthook also has 
texture and a thumb groove for enhanced 
grip and control when shooting off a bench or 
prone. the ergonomics of the pistol grip are 
designed to put the shooter’s hand in the most 

natural and comfortable position. the A-tH must be 
ordered with one of the integral cheekpiece options, 
and is available for the right hand only. it can be inletted 
for most remington-type actions, and for barrel 
contours up to a 1.35" straight blank. mcmillan group 
international, (623) 582-9635, www.gunsmagazine.
com/mcmillan-group-international

CONQUEST HD BINOCULARS
CARL ZEISS OPTICAL

carl zeiss introduces 
the all-new conquest 

Hd 8x42 and 10x42 
binoculars. the advanced 
carl zeiss Hd lens system 
provides exceptional value 
and performance. colors are neutral and clear 
with extra low chromatic dispersion, while 
the zeiss t multi-coatings, dielectric mirror 
coatings and lotutec protective coating 
ensure a bright, vivid, sharp image any time 
of the day, in any weather. these premium 
binoculars are compact, lightweight and 
feature an ergonomic, modern design and 
traditional german quality. carl zeiss optical, 
(804) 343-3608, www.gunsmagazine.com/
carlzeissoptical

CM4043
KAHR ARMS

the cm4043 is 
chambered in a 

.40 s&w caliber, 
has a 3" barrel, 
an overall length of 5.47" and a height of 4". 
the pistol weighs in at 15.8 ounces, plus 
1.9 ounces for the stainless steel magazine. 
the cm4043 has a conventional rifled barrel, 
the slide stop lever is mim (metal-injection-
molded), the slide has fewer machining 
operations and uses simple engraved 
markings. the cm series are shipped with one 
magazine. Kahr Arms, (845) 652-8535, www.
gunsmagazine.com/kahr-arms

DELTA BATTLERAIL
TROY INDUSTRIES

troy’s revolutionary new free-floating, 
2-piece modular and drop-in quad-rail 

system requires no gunsmithing to install, 
no modification to the firearm, has two 
built-in Qd swivel mounts and free floats the 
barrel for improved accuracy. this 2-piece 
rail system installs in minutes and offers an 
extended forearm, while allowing the user to 
keep the existing fixed front sight post. the 
delta modular rail system also allows the user 
to add the smaller rail segments included to 

the rail where needed, 
without having the added 
weight of a full-length 
quad system. troy’s new 
delta Battlerails are built 
off a rock-solid rotary 
clamping system; they 
do not require removal 
of the delta ring, barrel nut or fixed front sight. troy’s new 
drop-in, free-floating rails are the easiest to install, and 
most versatile free-floating system available on the market. 
troy industries, (866) 788-6412, www.gunsmagazine.com/
troy-industries

IR COMPACT ILLUMINATOR
SIGHTMARK

combined with any night 
vision riflescope or 

monocular, the sightmark 
infrared illuminator acts as 
an invisible flashlight during 
night use. great for indoor and 
outdoor use where there is low 
ambient light, such as during a 
swAt raid in a dark warehouse or varmint hunting out 
on a moonless night, the ir illuminator can illuminate 
the target without detection. sightmark, (817) 225-
1625, www.gunsmagazine.com/sightmark

TACTICAL BRASS CATCHER
CATCH YOUR BRASS

the tactical 
Brass catcher 

is constructed of 
high-quality billet 
aluminum that 
is lightweight, 
compact and 
tough. the bag 
tray is made of 
100-percent cotton, 
which will not burn 
or melt from hot brass. it easily attaches to the quad-
rail or delta ring of most Ar platform rifles from 
calibers 5.56/.223, up to .50 Beowulf. emptying can 
be accomplished with one hand. models are available 
for right-handed or left-handed rifles. catch Your 
Brass, (520) 505-1802, www.gunsmagazine.com/
catch-your-brass
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If you would like your product featured in 
GUNS Magazine’s New Products, Contact: 

Jason Moreau (866) 903-1199. 

For more New Products visit us online at 
www.gunsmagazine.com

FAIL-SAFE M700 REPLACEMENT 
TRIGGER
X-TREME SHOOTING PRODUCTS

the x-treme shooting Products 
fail-safe replacement trigger 

for m700-series actions, is 
considered to be the finest bolt-
action trigger available. offered 
in single- and 2-stage options, 
the trigger utilizes a revolutionary 
dual safety. the fail-safe recently 
passed a 100,000-cycle function 
test, and the military-standard 
1.5-meter drop test. x-treme shooting Products, (513) 
313-3464, www.gunsmagazine.com/x-treme-shooting

125-GRAIN HP MATCHKING
SIERRA BULLETS

sierra Bullets is 
pleased to introduce 

the newest member of 
their matchKing line; the 
30-caliber 125-grain HP 
matchKing. this unique, 
flat-based bullet was 
designed in conjunction with Advanced Armament 
corporation and remington Arms for the new .300 
AAc Blackout cartridge designed for the Ar platform. 
this bullet has also proven to be exceptionally 
accurate in bolt-action rifles and other 30-caliber Ar 
chamberings. sierra Bullets, (800) 223-8799, www.
gunsmagazine.com/sierra-bullets

EXECUTIVE PRECISION LIGHTING 
INSTRUMENT
BRITE-STRIKE

Brite-strike 
announces their 

slim and sleek ePli 
(executive Precision 
lighting instrument) 
light for everyday use. this waterproof tactical light 
is made from high-grade aircraft aluminum with 
a graphite-anodized finish. it uses the latest cree 
high-power led light with a high efficiency dc/dc 
boost electronic circuit for regulated light output and 
maximum power delivery. the ePli comes with high, 
low and strobe modes. the highest setting can produce 
up to 160 lumens of brilliant, flawless white light. Brite-
strike, (508) 746-8701, www.gunsmagazine.com/
brite-strike

TED NUGENT HUNTING AMMUNITION
PIERCE MUNITIONS

Pierce munitions, llc has entered an 
exclusive agreement to manufacture 

high-performance hunting ammunition 
for the legendary ted nugent. 
under the nugent Brand, Pierce will 
manufacture the most popular calibers 
of hunting ammunition. they plan to produce handgun 
hunting ammunition in .357 magnum, 10mm, .44 magnum 
and 45 long colt as well as various hunting rifle ammunition 
from the .223, .308, .30-30, .243, .30-06, .270, .300 win mag 
and the 50-caliber Bmg. each caliber will be available with 
various projectile options. Pierce munitions, (716) 822-0617, 
www.gunsmagazine.com/pierce-munitions

ACS-L CARBINE STOCK
MAGPUL INDUSTRIES

the magpul Acs-l (Adaptable carbine 
stock-light) is a drop-in replacement 

buttstock for Ar-15/m16 carbines. A 
streamlined version of the Acs, the Acs-l 
utilizes the same center storage compartment 
and cheekweld, but removes the battery 
tubes for a slimmer, lighter-weight package. the sloping 
cheekweld provides a wide contact surface for user comfort. 
the shielded release latch prevents snagging and accidental 
operation, and a supplemental friction lock minimizes 
excessive stock movement. magpul industries, (877) 462-
4785, www.gunsmagazine.com/magpul-industries

1911 BLACK OPS LIMITED
PARA USA, INC.

the Black ops pistols feature Para’s 
new, all-black bonded PK2 finish. 

this tough finish is non-reflective and 
extremely durable. even the match-
grade barrel sports the new finish. for 
the tactical operator, these pistols are 
built on frames with integral light rails. in 
addition to providing the flexibility of adding a variety of lights, 
lasers and light-laser combinations, the Black ops pistols also 
feature the ultimate in gripping control. no expense has been 
spared to give them the best control possible with .45 AcP 
pistols under all conditions. Para usA, inc., (704) 930-7600, 
www.gunsmagazine.com/parausa

OVERMOLDING GUNSTOCKS
POLYMER INJECTION MOLDING

overmolded gunstocks are a staple of the higher-end, 
value-added, synthetic gunstock market. they add value 

in both form and function. typically, overmolding material is 
applied directly to a synthetic stock 
surface. Applying overmolding to a 
gunstock decorated in either camo, 
wood grain, etc. has proven to be 

extremely difficult and costly, and has not been practiced 
widely. with Polymer injection molding’s new technology, 
overmolding can be applied readily over camo-dipped stocks 
to produce the ultimate value-added synthetic stock. they 
can now overmold over camo day in and day out without 
any problem. it looks great and holds up as well as direct 

overmolding applications. Polymer 
injection molding, (413) 267-5524, 
www.gunsmagazine.com/polymer-
injection-molding
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ENTER TO WIN!
GUNS MAGAZINE’S GUN OF THE MONTH GIVEAWAY

For web links, go to www.gunsmagazine.com/product-index

Pc-95K
Maker: sTack-on

P.o. Box 489, 1360 n. old rand rd.
waUconda, il 60084

(800) 323-9601
w w w.gUnsMagazine.coM/sTack-on

exteriOr dimensiOns:  9-1/2" W x 6-1/2" D x 
1-3/4" H,  shiPPing Weight:  4 pounds, COlOr: 

Black, PriCe:$29.99

With Case!
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This NEW Bond Arms 200th Anniver-
sary Texas Ranger Derringer, which 
has been chosen to represent the 

prestigious Texas Rangers in their histor-
ical 200th Anniversary and other good-
ies, can be all yours! The Derringer is a 
very limited edition firearm with a special 
serial number. The grips are made from 
real Texas Mesquite wood, the Texas 
Ranger Stars are hand made by Texas 
inmates in the Texas Department of Cor-
rections, and it is gold engraved with the 
Texas Rangers and their 200th Anniver-
sary on the barrel. It comes in a custom 
glass top display case so you can show 
this beauty off to your family and friends. 
Its MRSP is $1,297, but it can be all yours 
for free if you enter to win!

Along with the Texas Ranger, you 
could win the Extreme Duty Pen from 
Rick Hinderer Knives; it is no ordinary 
pen. This pen was born from the need 
to have not only a quality writing instru-
ment but also a tough, durable self-de-
fense tool that you will have with you at 
all times. 

Lastly, the Stack-On PC-95K portable 
case was designed to secure a wallet, 
credit cards, cell phone or handgun 
for concealed weapon permit holders 
in transit. The slim-line design steel 
case slips into a briefcase, under a car 
seat, or in your luggage for added se-
curity and peace of mind. Includes a 
1,500-pound-test steel cable to secure 
the case by wrapping it around any 
fixed object and through the cable slot 
in the body of the case.

Together this package totals $1,564 in 
value, and could be all yours by simply 
entering the giveaway. The easiest way is 
to go to www.gunsmagazine.com/give-
away… so go enter now!

200th Anniversary 
Texas Ranger Bond Arms



TO ENTER CONTEST: 
PLEASE USE YOUR OWN POSTCARD 
(NO ENVELOPES, PLEASE) 
follow sample card below. mail postcard to: 
guns magazine, GOM JUNE
P.o. Box 502795, san diego, cA 92150-2795. 
entries must be received before JULY 1, 2012.
limit one entry per household.
QUESTION OF THE MONTH:  do you prefer factory ammo 
or do you reload your own ammo?

(A) I only reload my own ammo.
(B) I only buy factory ammo.
(C) I buy factory ammo, using the spent brass 
 to reload my own amo.
(D) I don’t reload my own ammo as of yet, I 
 would like to learn how.

s
a

M
P

l
e

 o
n

lY

name 
Address 
city, state, zip 
email Address

CIRCLE ANSWER(S) TO QUESTION OF THE MONTH JUNE 2012:
(A)            (B)            (C)            (D)

IF I WIN, SHIP MY PRIZE THROUGH:
ffl dealer
Address
city, state, zip
Phone #   (            )
store Hours: ___________ ___a.m. thru ______________p.m.
Attention Deployed Military: USE STATESIDE ADDRESS!

this contest is open to individuals who are residents 
of the united states and its territories only. Agents 
and employees of Publishers development corpora-
tion and their families are excluded from entering. 
contest void where prohibited or restricted by law. 
winners must meet all local laws and regulations. 
taxes and compliance with firearms regulations will 
be the responsibility of the winners. winners will be 
notified by certified mAil on official letterhead. 
Attention dePloYed militArY: use stAteside 
Address! no purchase necessary to enter. firearms 
may have been used in a gun test. All firearms have 
full factory warranties. 

TO ENTER CONTEST

For web links, go to www.gunsmagazine.com/product-index

INSTANT 
ACCESS!

SCAN OuR 
QuICk 

RESpONSE COdE 
WITH yOuR 

SmARTpHONE.

INSTANT 
ACCESS!

SCAN OuR 
QuICk 

RESpONSE COdE 
WITH yOuR 

SmARTpHONE.
Texas ranger 200Th anni-
versary limiTed ediTion

Maker: Bond arMs
P.o. Box 1296, granBUry, Tx 76048

(817) 573-4445
w w w.gUnsMagazine.coM/Bond-arMs

aCtiOn tyPe:  Break open, CaliBer:  .45 LC /  .410, 
CaPaCity:  2,  Barrel length:  4 .25",  Overall length: 

6.25",  Weight:  23.5 ounces, finish:  Stainless steel, 
sights:  Fixed, PriCe:  $1,297

exTreme duTy Pen
Maker: rick hinderer knives

5373 colUMBUs rd.
shreve, oh 44676

w w w.gUnsMagazine.coM/ 
rick-hinderer

diameter:  1/2",  Overall length: 
5-7/16",  PriCe:  $237

ToTal PacKaGe Value: $1,564
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Maybe you can help. Lots of  you 
live in places that are “voter-rich” 
enough to draw candidates like flies 
to picnic chicken, and you might just 
have the opportunity to buttonhole 
one or two and pin ’em down long 
enough to get some answers—or at 
least some reactions. I know you’ve 
got questions and concerns of  your 
own, but perhaps you could 
slip a few in for me? Here 
goes:

The Warren Buffet B.S.: 
Billionaire Warren Buffet 
has become the administra-
tion’s poster child punting 
higher taxes on those who 
make a million bucks or 
more annually, whining that 
he pays a lower tax rate on 
his stupendous stipend than 
is paid by his poor executive 
secretary. What he doesn’t 
say is that he chooses to take 
his compensation from divi-
dends, which are taxed at 
a lower rate, and for most 
people, dividends derive 
from income already taxed 
at a higher rate. He could 
simply instruct that secretary to have 
his checks paid as salary, and presto!, 
he’d pay higher taxes than her. 

I’m in no danger of  becoming 
a millionaire, bein’ short by over 
$900,000 per year, but I’ve known 
people who cracked the million 
mark per annum. Most of  ’em only 
achieved that after 20 to 40 years 
of  bustin’ their butts building busi-
nesses, with their employees saying 

things like, “He’s the first one in and 
last one out; works like a slave,” and 
“No way I’d wanta work like him! 
He’s killin’ himself!” Buffet, whose 
bankroll is $50 billion, says those 
people should pay more.

Every one I’ve known has plunged 
the bulk of  those bucks back into 
their businesses, hired more people, 

supported growing families, and 
shared generously with their commu-
nities. If  those meanie millionaires 
could keep every penny they made 
and repeat that performance perpet-
ually, how long would it take them 
to rathole as much money as Warren 
Buffet? Fifty thousand years. 

The whole question of  “more” is 
a red herring; a distraction. The real 
question is “More? WHY?” 

More Tax Tidbits
There’s a lot of hot-air hoopla 

asking What is a “fair” federal tax 
rate? What’s our “fair share”? We 
hear answers proffered in percentages: 
Ten percent? Thirty percent? Forty? 
Forget about percentages. Here’s your 
answer: Federal taxes should fund the 
minimum amount necessary for the 
government to carry out its consti-
tutionally-mandated functions—and 
only those!—effectively and cost-effi-
ciently, period. Any more than that is 
just legalized looting. 

“Fair share”? How ’bout having 
the federal employees whose sala-
ries we pay, pay their own delinquent 
taxes? Government-wide, they owe 
$3.4 billion in back taxes. Thirty-six 
White House executive aides owe us 
$833,000! Cough it up! Congressio-
nal staffers—the people who write 
the legislation to plunder us peons—
owe more than $10.6 million! Pay 
up, deadbeats! At the Department of 
Justice, 2,069 employees are stiffing us 

for $17 million! Why don’t they 
spin their chairs around and 
arrest each other? Shell it out, 
scofflaws!

“Fair share”? Clean up your 
own house before pillaging ours 
any more, OK? Those who can’t 
balance a budget are unquali-
fied to say what the fair share is 
of those who can.

Is there any evidence what-
soever to assure us you might 
spend our tax money wisely? 
That you won’t spend $4 for 
every $2.50 you take from us? 
The evidence says no matter 
what we pay, you’ll spend all of 
it and more—then bill our chil-
dren for it. 

We keep hearing about 
“redistribution of wealth,” like 

it’s some new idea. You’ve been doing 
it since the inception of income tax. 
And stop using the word “wealth.” 
We don’t have wealth; we have “what’s 
left of our earnings.” So be honest and 
say, “We want to redistribute what’s 
left of your earnings.” That’ll get you 
some interesting reactions.

The tax code is 72,536 pages 
now, backed by 2.5 million pages 
of  regulatory interpretation and tax 

STORY: John ConnorSTORY: John Connor

a caMPaiGn 
QuesTionnaire 

Talking points for 
pointy-headed politicians.

National elections are coming, and I have some 
questions and comments for the candidates. The 

problem is, campaigners for national office don’t come 
out to places like mine in the High Lonely where voters 
are fewer than one per square mile. Like government 
itself, that ain’t “cost-effective.” 
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court case law. Nobody understands 
it, including IRS attorneys, who 
routinely fail quizzes on tax ques-
tions. We spend 6.1 billion hours 
per year working on tax compliance. 
That equates to 3 million full-time 
jobs. Do you have a tax reform plan? 
If  it doesn’t involve gasoline and 
matches, it ain’t gonna work—and 
we can’t afford that much gas. 

Here’s a personal safety tip: Never 
tell working Americans how many 
days of the year they labor just to 
support the cancerous growth of the 
federal bureaucracy and your defi-
cit spending. This could result in 
the panoramic view from your office 
being blocked by hordes of people 
bearing torches and pitchforks. 

random shots
Three years ago lots of “sophis-

ticated intellectuals” were gleefully 
crowing that we stood on the brink 
of becoming like a “modern Euro-
pean Socialist state.” Were you one 
of them? Oh, they were giddy with 
sophisticated programs! Now, across 
the European Union, the ratio of 
government debt to gross domestic 
product is over 80 percent, and in a 
couple of EU countries it’s over 100 
percent. Our debt is now equal to the 
27 EU countries’ economies! That 
“brink” has become the edge of an 
abyss. They’re strangling on sophisti-
cation, and dragging us with them. 

Do you understand that “freedom 
of religion” doesn’t mean “freedom 
from religion”? We do, and if  you 
don’t, you better learn. 

Do you know what the Cloward-
Piven Strategy is? It’s a game plan for 
toppling our democracy by using its 
own social welfare and entitlement 
systems to balloon its debt, inflate its 
bureaucracy, bankrupt the nation and 
collapse its economy, clearing the way 
for a Socialist takeover. It’s working. 
Do you know who’s working it? If  you 
don’t, you’re not qualified for office.

Do you agree that we need to 
secure our borders? Neither another 
massive amnesty program nor whole-
sale deportation can solve the illegal 
immigration problem unless and until 
our borders are secured. Secure them 
first, and you can debate the issues 
for a decade. Don’t tell us it’s too big 
a job. We’ve done interstate highway, 
rail and dam projects bigger than 
securing the borders. It’s only too big 
a job if  it’s a pork-loaded, corrupt and 
incompetent job—a typical federal 
government job. 

Well, dang; 12 more pages of 
notes, and no more space. Good luck 
pinning down a politician! Just be sure 
to wash thoroughly after handling 
one… Connor OUT
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the companies listed have featured 
advertisements in this issue. look 
to them first when you are ready to 

make a purchase.
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.44 Ruger. It took a lot of  learning 
for me to be able handle the then-
new Magnum cartridge with that 
grip frame.

Long before the .44 Magnum 
arrived, Elmer Keith had been using 
the bullet he designed for his .44 
Special. That bullet was the Lyman/
Ideal 429421 in use for nearly 30 years 
before the .44 Magnum arrived, and 
when the new Magnum came about 
Elmer simply switched .44s and used 
the same bullet. I just found this myth 
about the Keith bullet this month. 
“Remember, Keith was doing his work 
in .44 Special cases, so the nose length 
on his original design was meant to get 
bullet mass out of the case, up to the 
length restriction of the S&W cylin-
der. If you find an original long-nose 
mold and load those bullets in new .44 
Magnum cases you will probably have 
a combination too long for your cylin-
der. That’s why you see newer-design 

molds with shorter noses.” 
What? Keith made the switch to 

.44 Magnum cases with his original 
bullet with no problem. I have been 
casting Keith bullets from original 
molds for over 50 years. Not only do 
I have his original 429421, I also have 
examples of Keith bullets from  H&G, 
NEI, and RCBS. I have yet to find one 
single factory produced .44 Magnum 
sixgun with the cylinder too short to 
accept the original Keith bullet loaded 
properly which means crimped in the 
crimping groove. 

bullet Myths
To give the writer of  this myth 

the benefit of  the doubt I am going 
to guess he just mis-remembered. 
What he says is not true about the 
.44 Keith bullet but rather the .45 
Keith bullet which is 454424. Early 
on, I found there were some .45 Colt 
Single actions, which had cylinders 
just short enough that this bullet 
crimped in the crimping groove of 
the case protruded from the front of 
the cylinder enough to keep it from 
rotating. Years ago, Lyman dropped 
this design in favor of  452424 which 
is slightly shorter and the RCBS 

45-255KT and 45-270SAA both have 
noses slightly shorter than the orig-
inal 454424. Call his myth a brain 
fade or a mis-remembering both of 
which I have been guilty of  in the 
past, and probably will be in the 
future. It is simply a fact of  life.

Also, this month I was read-
ing an excellent article on Ameri-
can carbines and I ran across this 
misstep: “One inexplicable aspect of 
the Marauder was that it was cham-
bered in .30-30 and .35 Remington, 
at the same time as Marlin decided 
to chamber the longer-barreled 336T 
in .44 Magnum. Had the Marauder 
been offered in the shorter cartridge, 
it might have caught on—and imag-
ine the demand for it today for 
cowboy action!” The Marauder was 
the Marlin lever action, straight 
stocked, saddle carbine with a 
16-1/4" barrel, one the handiest 
leverguns ever offered. 

There are couple of  mistakes in 
this writer’s take on the situation. 

Although Marlin never offered a 
short-barreled .44 Magnum that 
was actually called the Marauder, 
they did offer two versions of  the 
16-1/4" .44 Magnum. One was called 
the Trapper and the other the Pros-
pector. I have one of  each and they 
are dandy little carbines. As far as 
demand by cowboy action shooters 
there would be absolutely none as 
the sport requires a lever gun which 
will hold 10 rounds in the magazine 
tube and for the .44 Magnum this 
requires a 20" barrel.

Perusing through two separate 
Internet forums recently, I found 
some most interesting stuff  about 
the .44 Magnum, none of  which, of 
course, is true. Here is one: “Story 
has it when the Ruger folks first 
found the .44 Magnum they made a 
.44 Magnum Blackhawk and loaded 
it up and test-fired it and every 
screw on the test gun came loose. 
These are .44 Magnum Blackhawks 
but Ruger built the Super Black-
hawk for a good reason. It was made 
to take the pounding loads.” And 
then on another site I found this: 
“If  so then those few .44 Magnums 
which escaped the factory before the 

cartridge was permanently relegated 
to the Super Blackhawk frame and 
cylinder must be dangerous?”

Even on the Internet finding 
so much misinformation in so few 
words is amazing!

Here are the facts: When Bill Ruger 
found out about the .44 Magnum he 
had three prototypes made up using 
the smaller-framed .357 Blackhawk. 
Elmer Keith told him the frame and 
cylinder were too small for the new 
Magnum, however he would like to 
have the shorter barreled version to 
use as a .44 Special. This was at an 
NRA Show and when Keith went 
to pick up his sixgun it had already 
been packed to return to the factory. 

On further testing, Keith proved 
to be right and one of the prototypes 
blew, the other two were destroyed, 
and Ruger went to a larger frame 
and cylinder which became the .44 
Magnum Blackhawk. This was 1956. 
The Blackhawk would remain in 
production until 1963 with over 25,000 

being made. None of these “escaped” 
the factory. The Super Blackhawk 
came along in 1959 for those who 
complained they needed more recoil-
reducing weight than the standard .44 
Blackhawk afforded. Both guns are 
built on the same exact sized frame 
and cylinder and the .44 Blackhawk 
was produced alongside the .44 Super 
Blackhawk for several years. 

As far as “every” screw loosen-
ing, I doubt that very much. Single 
Actions from the 1873 Colt forward 
all are prone to loosen screws. There 
are several remedies which have been 
tried including nylon washers under 
the screw heads, nylon inserts in the 
screw bodies, and the ultimate Loc-
titing the screws in place. I learned 
at least 50 years ago to always carry 
a proper fitting small screwdriver 
with me and periodically check the 
screws. Even the excellent Freedom 
Arms sixguns are prone to screws 
loosening and need to be checked 
periodically.

It pays all of  us to read with a 
discerning eye and mind and be very 
careful what we accept as gospel. 
The more we know, the harder we 
are to fool.   

continued from page 82

Although it was not officially designated a “Marauder,” Marlin 
did produce short-barreled .44 Magnum lever guns. 
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We are living in what is called 
the information age, however often 
much of  that information is actually 
misinformation. The .44 Magnum, 

both sixguns and cartridge, has been 
with us now for nearly 60 years. 
There is much good information out 
there in both the printed page and on 

the Internet, however there are also 
a lot of  mistakes and myths perpet-
uated. The wise seeker learns, or at 
least should learn which are depend-
able resources and which are not. 
Internet forums are one of  the worst 
places to find reliable information, 
however one of  the best sources of 
wrong information. It is amazing to 
me to see the stuff  that is dissemi-
nated and gains a wide audience of 
believers. After all, once something 
is printed on a page or on the screen 
for many people it becomes gospel. 
Let the reader beware! 

Way back in the dark ages, before 
gun magazines, I depended upon 
Elmer Keith in the American Rifle-
man and Pete Kuhloff  and Lucian 
Cary of  Argosy and True magazines 
respectively to provide much desired 
information. I learned very early 
even this information was not always 
totally dependable. None of  us are 
infallible and all of  us write things at 
times that don’t prove to be all that 
dependable. 

.44 Magnum
With the arrival of  the .44 

Magnum from Smith & Wesson, 
Cary spoke of  the soon-to-arrive 
Ruger .44 Magnum Blackhawk, 
which he had yet to see, with these 
words: “This gun will be consider-
ably lighter than the Smith & Wesson 
and consequently will recoil even 
more. But this revolver will have a 
grip copied from that of  the Colt 
Single Action—a grip that is easy on 
the hand.” Cary, of  course, was writ-
ing before the fact of  ever shooting a 
.44 Magnum Ruger Blackhawk and 
was he wrong about the grip being 
easy on the hand! His experience had 
been with nothing larger than a .45 
Colt, however when the Colt-style 
single-action grip frame is mated 
up with the .44 Magnum cartridge 
it is definitely not easy on the hand. 
I didn’t learn this until I bought the 

continued on page 81

MYThbusTinG  
The MaGnuM

Many “stories” abound.
John Taffin

One thing I have always collected/accumulated has been 
information. I was a teenager when most of the present 

day gun magazines arrived in the late 1950s. Suddenly there 
was information everywhere and I started clipping articles. 
When I started writing articles myself I had more information 
to add to the stockpile. It didn’t take long for a file cabinet 
to be overflowing so I switched to large 3-ring binders with 
plastic sheets to receive the pages. Currently, I have 25' 
of book shelving reserved for nothing but information of 
my own or other writers. This includes articles as well as 
thousands of personally fired reloads accumulated over the 
4-plus decades. Research is very important to me.

The Ruger .44 Blackhawk, the .44 
Bisley Model and the .44 Super 
Blackhawk were all made using the 
same size frame and cylinder.
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of personal defense.  Seven Super Carry 
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