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CROSSFIRE
LETTERS TO GUNS

To The Folks
Hello from the 6/101CAB 

combined arms room, Kandahar 
Airfield, Kandahar, Afghanistan. We 
run a 24/7 operation in the arms room 
issuing and receiving weapons and 
equipment to assorted battalions and 
companies in support of the aviation 
missions that take place here at KAF. 
We look forward to receiving GUNS 
Magazine in the mail from family 
every month. We would love it if  you 
guys could include us in your next 
issue so we might represent our unit 
and express our thanks for all the 
support we receive from all the folks 
back home. Thank you from:

6/101CAB, 101st Airborne 
Division Combined Arms Room,                                                                                                                                            

KAF, Kandahar, Afghanistan

The Pacific
In Mike Venturino’s article about 

HBO’s The Pacific, he said the only 
one mistake was Marines used 1903 
Springfields not the 1903A3s. He also 
praised the military advisors otherwise for 
putting together a great accurate story. 

Well one of my other heroes is 
Captain Dale Dye USMC (ret). His 
company takes actors prior to filming 
and run them through “boot camp” 
where they learn to be soldiers. In his 
short write up regarding The Pacific 
he directly mentioned the 1903A3 as 

one of the rifles used on Guadalcanal. 
So I’m curious since I trust both Duke 
and Captain Dye.

Terry Gardner 
via e-mail

Like you I am a great admirer 
of Dale Dye and the movies he has 
influenced. However, I’m afraid the 
facts and documentation just don’t bear 
out that M1903A3 rifles were used by 
US Marines at Guadalcanal.

Our government did not approve 
Remington’s proposed changes to the 
basic ’03 and name them the ’03A3 until 
May 21, 1942 and, according to several 
research sources including books by 
the well known author Bruce Canfield, 
the first Model 1903A3 rifles were not 
delivered to the US Government until 
December 1942.

The USMC 1st Division sailed for 
New Zealand early in June of that year 
and two of its three regiments invaded 
Guadalcanal on August 7, 1942. They 
shipped off the island in December 
1942, just as ‘03A3s were reaching 
government hands.

Furthermore in a lifetime spent avidly 
studying the firearms of WWII, I’ve 
never encountered a single photograph 
of Guadalcanal showing a Marine with 
an ’03A3 in his hands. They all had 
’03s.—Mike V.

More Pacific
In regards to the article The 

Pacific I was very surprised that no 
mention was made of the BAR, more 
commonly known as the Browning 
Automatic Rifle, Cal. .30 M1918A1. 
This auto rifle was in every battle in 
the South Pacific and played a great 
part in every battle in WWII.

Hank Berman
Sgt. USMC, WWII and Korea

No doubt about the part played by 
the BAR, but it might be better to ask 
the producers of the miniseries why its 
use was downplayed rather than Mike. 
Both Mike and I say, “Thanks for 
serving!”—Jeff John 
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Scores of rifles and handguns were 
developed and introduced by those 
firms and many others in that decade. 
A few of those guns are actually still 
with us albeit in forms altered from 
original. Very few, such as the Colt 
SAA revolver and the Remington 
Rolling Block rifle, are actually still 
offered by companies bearing those 
famous names. 

And let’s not forget the cartridge 
development happening in the 1870s. 
That decade began with rounds like .44 
Henry rimfire and .50-70 Government 
being most prominent and ended with 
ones like .45 Colt, .44 WCF (.44-40) 
and .45 Government (.45-70) as best 
sellers. At the beginning of the 1870s, 
metallic cartridge reloading was in 
its infancy but 10 years later it was a 
common practice. 

Taming The West
The 1870s was also the last great 

gasp of the “Wild West.” The first 
transcontinental railroad was finished 
in 1869. A mere 10 years later railroads 
crisscrossed the West, bison herds 
were nearly finished and so were free-
roaming Indians. It was a fascinating 
time to say the least. 

A great deal of my career has dealt 
with shooting, handloading for, and 

even hunting with 1870s firearms 
(and reproductions thereof) and their 
plethora of cartridges. I’ve come 
to hold some very definite opinions 
about what I consider the “Best of the 
Old West.” 

Best Single Shot
Let’s divide rifles into two genres: 

repeaters and single shots. There 
were a host of single shots made in 
the 1870s; Springfield “trapdoors” 
made by the US Government plus 
brand names like Sharps, Remington, 
Ballard, Maynard and Peabody. 
Sharps have been most famous but 
my vote goes to the Remington No. 
1 “rolling block” as best. Its design 
was simplicity made real. There was 
no complicated side lock with small, 
intricately fitted parts. There was just 
a breechblock that rotated rearwards 
to expose the chamber, a hammer 
and locked the breechblock when it 
fell, and an extractor to empty the 
chamber after firing. Which would 
you rather have as your rifle when 
hundreds of miles from civilization? If  
I had lived in the 1870s I likely would 
have started the decade with a rolling 
block .50-70 but probably would have 
traded it for a .45-70 one when they 
became available. 

Now to repeaters. In the 1870s you 
could buy Winchester Model 1866s, 
1873s, 1876s, Spencers and some 
lesser-known ones like the Evans. 
Mine would have been the Winchester 
Model 1873. One detriment of the 
Spencer design was it had to be 
manually cocked for each shot. Also, 
its chamberings were rimfire, hence 
not reloadable. That is also why I 
would have ignored the Model 1866 
Winchester. And, I would likewise 
have ignored the ’76 Winchester 
because it was just too dang big!

My ’73 Winchester .44 WCF 
would have been in rifle configuration 
or perhaps even in musket form. 
The difference would have been in 
how it was going to be carried. If  
on horseback it would have been 
a round-barreled rifle. An octagon 
barreled Winchester looks “cool” but 
is heavier. A carbine is lighter yet, but 
capable of less precise shooting. So I 
would have bought a round-barreled 
rifle. Let’s also not forget the .44 WCF 
was Winchester’s first reloadable 
cartridge.

It also made a fine handgun 
 cartridge and that brings us to 
sidearms. I’ve not made it a secret 
that the .45 Colt doesn’t excite me 
as a modern revolver cartridge. But, 

THE BEST OF THE Old WEST
Duke’s top 3 picks.

Duke’s	pick	for	“Best	of	Old	West”	are	the	
Remington	No.	1	rolling	block	among	single	
shots	(top),	a	Winchester	Model	1873	in	round-
barreled	rifle	version	among	repeaters	(middle),	
and	a	7-1/2"-barreled	Colt	Single	Action	Army	
.45	with	1-piece	walnut	grips	(bottom)	among	
handguns.

If ever there was a formative decade in American firearms’ history it had to be the 1870s. That was 
when percussion-type firearms firing separate powder and ball loads ignited by percussion caps 

were superseded by ones taking metallic cartridges. And brother, what a time of cartridge and firearm 
introductions it was! In the 1870s, words like Winchester, Colt, Sharps and Remington became 
household names in the United States.
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back in the Old West it was about 
the most powerful one to be had. 
The .44 WCF was second. Of course 
we’re talking of the celebrated Colt 
Single Action Army (SAA) here. It’s a 
little-known fact that no other major 
handgun manufacturer of the 1870s 
chambered their revolvers for .45 Colt. 
(Remington did make a small number 
of the Model 1875 in .45 Colt for US 
Army trials but as far as I can discern 
they were never offered commercially.) 
I favor the 7-1/2" barrel length and 
1-piece walnut grips just as were issued 
to the US Cavalry. 

The big Colt Peacemaker was not 
without faults. Its screws required 
continual tightening and its leaf 
springs were subject to breaking, 
especially the small trigger/bolt spring. 
I’ve experienced a few of those letting 
go but never a mainspring. Breakage 
was the bad news. The good news was 
that replacement springs were drop-in 
items. The only tool needed to do so 
was a screwdriver. Incidentally, when 
the US Army bought Colt SAAs for 
the cavalry service the $13.25 purchase 
price included a screwdriver for each. 

That’s my opinion on the “Best of 
the Old West.” 

the	reason	Duke	would	have	preferred	a	
rolling	block	(front)	to	a	Sharps	(rear)	is	that	
the	Sharps	lock	has	many	small	intricate	
parts	where	the	rolling	block	design	has	
only	about	four	moving	parts.

When	the	decade	of	the	1870s	began,	
the	.44	Henry	rimfire	(left)	would	have	
been	preeminent	as	a	repeating	rifle	and	
handgun	cartridge	and	the	.50-70	(near	left)	
would	have	been	tops	for	single	shot	rifles.	
By	the	end	of	the	decade	the	most	popular	
calibers	were	.45-70	(middle)	for	single	
shot	rifles,	.45	Colt	for	revolvers	and	.44	
WCF	(.44-40,	far	right)	for	repeating	rifles.

http://www.galcogunleather.com
http://www.gunsmagazine.com
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•  JOHN BARSNESS  •

In some rifles this may size the case 
too much, leaving a little slop between 
case and chamber. This results in 
erratic ignition and cases that stretch 
during firing. Instead, back the die 
off  a 1/4-turn from contacting the 
shellholder, and size a fired case. If  it 
won’t go into the chamber easily, turn 
the die in slightly more and size the 
case again. Eventually the sized case 
will just fit the chamber.

Resized cases also may or may 
not be very straight. Ammo loaded 
with crooked cases normally doesn’t 
shoot very well, because the bullet 
isn’t aligned with the bore. The big 
problem with typical sizing dies is the 
expander ball. 

Almost any sizing die, even the 
cheapest on the market, will size a 
case very straightly if  the expander 
ball/decapping rod is removed. When 
the case neck is pulled back over the 
expander ball, however, the neck is 
often pulled out of alignment with 
the case body. It’s hard to seat a bullet 
so it’s aligned with the case body 
when the neck is tilted slightly, like a 

miniature Tower of Pisa.
Unlike the tilting of the Tower of 

Pisa, however, case-neck tilting isn’t 
usually visible to the naked eye. The 
only way to tell if  the expander ball 
is pulling case necks crooked is to use 
an alignment gauge such as the RCBS 
Casemaster. Place the rod of the dial 
gauge just behind the case mouth and 
spin the case. If  there’s more than 
.002" variation as you spin the gauge, 
your case necks are being bent slightly 
by the expander ball. 

The first step in solving the problem 
is understanding the cause. Expander 
balls are used because case necks vary 
in diameter, particularly between 
manufacturers. When resized, the 
inside diameter of the case mouth 
varies slightly, creating variations in 
the neck’s tension on the bullet, usually 
called “bullet pull.” These variations 
can cause inaccuracy. The expander 
ball bumps up the inside of the case 
neck to a standard diameter, making 
bullet pull similar from case to case.

Case Necks
Now, if  the necks of each of our 

cases had the same wall diameter there 
would be no need for the expander 
ball. The case could just be pushed 
into a die that resized the entire case 
from base to neck, and the case would 
be perfectly straight. This is exactly 
how benchrest shooters resize their 
brass, because their case necks have 
been outside-turned so each has 
precisely the same wall thickness. As a 
matter of fact, the simple Lee Loader 
hand tool is very similar to the dies 
benchrest shooters use, and will size 
cases very straightly, especially with 
neck-turned brass. 

Most of us don’t neck-turn our 
brass, but there are other ways around 
the problem. One solution is bushing 
dies, with interchangeable bushings 
(small rings of steel) in the neck area 
of the die. You first measure the neck 
thickness of several cases of the same 

brand, then select a bushing that 
resizes the necks to .001" to .002" 
under bullet diameter. Redding “S” 
dies are an example. 

Lee’s collet dies perform the same 
job by pressing the case neck around 
a mandrel. The advantage of the Lee 
collet dies is the cases don’t all have to 
have the same neck thickness.

Another solution is to place the 
expander ball high in the die, just 
under the neck-sizing area, so the 
neck is still held in alignment during 
expansion. In most dies the expander 
ball is low inside the die, just above the 
decapping pin, so the neck is expanded 
when the case is almost out of the die, 
and unsupported. Forster Benchrest 
dies use a high expander ball, and also 
work quite well.

Even standard-sizing dies can 
make very straight cases, right out of 
the box. I’ve tested many that do—
but have also tested many that don’t. 
With some work, however, most can 
be modified to size cases straightly. 
Polishing the expander ball often helps. 
I do this by removing the expander/
decapper assembly and putting it in 
an electric drill’s chuck. The assembly 
can then be spun while holding some 
medium-fine emery paper around the 
expander ball.

Often the expander ball is slightly 
out of alignment with the decapping 
rod. This can be checked by placing 
the assembly on a Casemaster or other 

RESiziNG RiFlE CASES
Doing it well can boost accuracy.

understanding	how	dies	resize	cases	results	
in	more	accurate	ammunition,	particularly	
critical	for	longer-range	shooting	at	small	
targets,	whether	paper	or	prairie	dogs.

the	expander	ball	is	often	the	culprit	in	
crooked	cases,	but	there’s	a	reason	it	exists.

The directions for most rifle-sizing dies are pretty much the same: 
Screw the die into the press until it contacts the shellholder, 

then lube a case and run it into the die. This does result in a case 
that will probably (though not necessarily) fit your rifle’s chamber, 
but for really good handloads there’s a little more involved.
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Sierra MatchKing bullets
are used by more shooting
champions at more 
long-range matches than any
other rifle bullet in the world.
In fact, 48 out of 58 NRA Hi-Power 
Rifle Champions used MatchKing bullets 
in 2009 to win at Camp Perry.

MatchKing’s hollow point Boat Tail design 
provides that extra margin of ballistic 
performance match shooters need at 
long range, under adverse conditions.

Put MatchKing to work for you, but be warned. 
Winning has interesting side effects.

Contact your dealer for the complete line 
of Sierra bullets or visit www.sierrabullets.com

Want to win? Want to win? 

1400 West Henry Street
Sedalia, MO 65301

Tech support: 1-800-223-8799
Other calls: 1-888-223-3006

alignment gauge. The expander ball 
can be bent into alignment, by placing 
the ball in a vise and leaning on the 
decapping rod a little.

Do the 2-Step
I’ve also found using a 2-step 

method of resizing results in straighter 
necks.  First, all the cases are resized 
with the expander/decapper assembly 
removed from the die. Then the 
expander/decapper is replaced and the 
necks of the cases are pushed upward 
over the expander ball. This results in 
straighter necks, because the case is 
supported squarely in the shellholder.

Neck-sizing is frequently suggested 
as an aid to accuracy, but often results 
in crooked necks because the case 
isn’t supported by the die, especially 
tapered cases. A technique that can 
help is partial sizing. A full-length die 
is unscrewed about .1", and the cases 
sized as usual. This leaves the front 
end of the case unsized, so it fits the 
chamber more precisely, but most of 
the case is better supported than in a 
neck-sizing die. Cases usually come 
out straighter. 

Another benefit is that often the 
cases don’t even have to be lubed, 
especially if  they’re tapered. I never 
full-length size .22 Hornet cases, for 
example, instead partial-size them. 
This saves a lot of time when loading 
500 or 1,000 rounds.

Small Base
Another problem sometimes arising 

is resized cases that won’t function 
reliably in lever, pump or (especially) 
semi-auto rifles. The solution is small-
base dies. These size the bodies of 
cases even smaller than normal full-
length dies. In fact, many handloaders 
often automatically assume small-
base dies must be used for semi-autos. 
This isn’t always true, by a long ways. 
I’ve loaded for quite a few semi-autos 
and only one (a Browning BAR .270 
Winchester) required small-base dies 
for reliable functioning.

FORSTER PROdUCTS
310 E. lANARk AVE., lANARk, il 61046

(815) 493-6360, WWW.FORSTERPROdUCTS.COm

lEE PRECiSiON
4275 HiGHWAY U, HARdFORd, Wi 53027

(262) 673-3075, WWW.lEEPRECiSiON.COm

RCBS 
605 ORO dAm BlVd., OROVillE, CA 95965

(800) 533-5000, WWW.RCBS.COm

REddiNG RElOAdiNG 
1089 STARR Rd., CORTlANd, NY 13045

(607) 753-3331
WWW.REddiNG-RElOAdiNG.COm

http://www.sierrabullets.com
http://www.elitesportsexpress.com
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In the plastic specimen bottle I’m 
holding, I can see, through the cloudy 
Formalin, the second and third digits 
of his pinky finger. He accidentally put 
a 200-grain XTP .45 slug through the 
median joint a couple of weeks ago, 
and arrived at the hospital with only 
a shred of flesh holding the mangled 
finger to the rest of his hand. They 
couldn’t save it.

He had ridden much of the way to 
the hospital pointing the index finger 
of his other hand at himself  and saying 
aloud, “Stupid! Stupid! Stupid!” He 
asked the Emergency Room folks if  
he could keep the amputated remains, 
as a firearms safety reminder.  Perhaps 
because emergency services personnel 
develop a morbid sense of humor 
in self-defense over the years, they 
granted him his wish.

How did it happen? This guy is 
no spring chicken, and he’s been a 
shooter and hunter all his life. He 
never received formal training, and 
had developed bad habits here and 
there. Once or twice, I had watched 
him rack the slide of his favorite pistol, 
the 1911, from the front end. “Dude!” 
I remember saying to him, not in front 
of anyone else to avoid embarrassing 
him. “Look where your hand was! 
There’s a reason Mr. Browning and 
Mr. Glock and those guys put the 
grasping grooves on the back of  the 
slide!” 

A couple of weeks ago, he was 
on his back porch dry-firing his 
Taurus PT1911 to practice resetting 
the trigger. He got done, inserted a 
magazine of .45 ACP carry loads, got 
involved in something else for a little 
bit, and then decided to dry-fire some 
more. In a little blurt of the cerebral 
flatulence we humans are all prone to, 
he forgot there was a live magazine in 
the pistol. His left hand went to the 
front of the slide from habit, pushing 
the slide back just enough to glance in 
and see an empty chamber. He pointed 
in a safe direction and squeezed off  a 

dry shot, and held the trigger back 
while his left hand worked the slide 
from the front to re-cock the hammer. 
With the little finger hanging out in 
front, he let the trigger come forward 
until he felt the click of the reset. Then 
he began to pull it to the rear.

BANG!

Lessons Learned
Don’t put your fingers in the 

working parts, and keep body parts 
away from the business end. It’s right 
up there with “Don’t eat the yellow 
snow.” An in-law of mine lost a big 
toe by trying to kick something out 
from under the running blades of a 
power mower. Same thing.

In the March/April 2010 issue of 
Front Sight, the magazine of the United 
States Practical Shooting Association, 
Robin Taylor had an article on gun-
related accidents included a case where 
a man whacking the muzzle of an old 
Browning-pattern auto shotgun came 
to grief  more than 30 years ago. That 

design has a barrel that moves back 
and forth, and when he smacked his 
hand onto the muzzle while fitting a 
new barrel, the old Remington Model 
11 cycled up a live shell that had long 
been stuck unnoticed in its magazine 
tube, and slam-fired it. The muzzle-
contact blast mangled the young 
shooter’s hand permanently, though 
he went on to become a highly skilled 
shooting competitor running the guns 
with his other hand. He told his story 
to Taylor and Front Sight in hopes of 
keeping someone else from making 
the same mistake.

The gentleman added, “The night 
before I had read an article by a young 
Massad Ayoob, talking about an AD 
(accidental discharge) at an IPSC 
match with a .45 1911. Somewhere in 
there, he wrote ‘if  you shoot enough, 
you’re eventually going to have 
an accidental discharge.’ The next 
morning, I did.”

I remember that article well. It 
appeared in this space in the late 
1970s, and if  memory serves was 
titled “Anatomy of a Handgun 
Accident.” Required at a warm-up for 
an upcoming International Practical 
Shooting Confederation National 
Championship to draw weak-hand-
only from under a dinner napkin, 
and lacking an ambi safety on my 
Colt, I had lowered the hammer on 
a live round. On the signal, I grabbed 
1-handed, but as I went to cock it the 
hammer slipped out from under the 
thumb, and BANG. The bullet went 
through the bridge table in front of 
me (on which the pistol had been 
staged) and into the ground a matter 
of inches from my foot. Keeping to 
Jeff  Cooper’s Rule Two (“Don’t allow 
the muzzle to point at anything you 
are not prepared to see destroyed.”) 
had saved me from injury.

No matter how much we shoot, no 
matter how long we’ve been doing it, 
we need to be constantly vigilant as to 
safety.  It’s imperative to keep hands 
(and other body parts) away from that 
unforgiving muzzle. I thank my friend 
for sharing his experience… and no, I 
won’t share his name.

REFlECTiONS ON SAFETY
Common sense is the key.

Working	the	slide	of	a	supposedly	empty	
gun	like	this	(above)	to	re-cock	for	dry	
fire,	a	pinky	finger	was	left	in	front	of	
the	muzzle,	and…	suffice	to	say,	Mas	
recommends	working	the	slide	from	the	
rear!	A	veteran	shooter’s	left	hand	(below),	
with	the	little	finger	shorter	than	before	due	
to	a	careless	moment	with	a	1911.

So there I am, holding my 
friend’s finger. Unfortunately, 

my friend is a room away.
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There are countless varieties of 
firearms out there but most will tear 
down completely with ordinary hand 
tools, barring those where dedicated 
specialty tools are required for a 
particular operation. If  you are not 
a tool junkie or have a limited tool 
budget, you can get away with a 
surprisingly small collection, about 
a half  a shoebox worth. We’ll devote 
some future essays to specialty tools 
and custom modifications.

When confronted with the task of 
dismantling an unfamiliar firearm, 
there is little shame in consulting an 
exploded drawing (typically found 
in owner’s manual) or a disassembly 
guide such as those authored by J. B. 
Wood. Good chance these guides will 
provide a tool list. Absent such aides, 
a digital camera with a macro lens is 
handy for recording part relationships 
on unfamiliar guns. You can also 
peruse gunsmithing tool catalogs such 
as Brownells and look specifically for 
armorer’s kits for specific firearms. 

Tool sellers often batch up the 
necessary tools to service the more 
common guns such as the ubiquitous 
S&W revolver, AR-15 or M1911. 
Sometimes, you just have to dive in 
to see exactly what you need to do 
and have to have in the way of tools. 
Most guns have a pretty sensible and 
obvious course of action to follow in 
disassembly with fieldstripping a good 
place to start. Removing slides, bolts, 
cylinders and upper receivers often 
requires nothing more than both 
paws. Beyond that, you are getting 
into hammer, punch and screwdriver 
territory.

After a vise and a place to work, 
the most important hand tools you 
need are screwdrivers. Not just any 
hardware store tools will do. You need 
tough, precision-ground turnscrews 
that fit properly your particular set of 
screws. While I have dedicated wooden-
handled gunsmithing screwdrivers 
for the usual guns on my bench, the 
most flexible screwdriver I have ever 

used is the Brownells’ Mag-Na-Tip 
type. With interchangeable bits for 
about every screw under heaven, it is 
indispensible for someone who works 
on a large variety of guns and is a 
great space and money saver. Think 
about the cost and volume of 25, 50 
or 100 different screwdrivers.

Hammers and punches are probably 
next in order of importance. My most-
used hammer is a 4-ounce crosspane. 
You will need a high-quality set of 
general-purpose punches at the very 
least. Since I often work on S&W 
revolvers, I also have several cup-
point punches for the ubiquitous 
dome-headed pins featured in these 
guns. Replaceable-tip brass and nylon 
punches are also invaluable where 
marring or distorting parts is likely.  
In company of hammers and punches, 
should be a good bench block to back 
up hammer and punch work, with an 
eye in mind to minimize damage to 
pins and guns.

There are lots of small parts in 
guns that are not easily handled or 
manipulated by ham-handed, sausage-
fingered humans, so a set of generic 
industrial tweezers and needle-nose 
pliers are handy. Side-cutter pliers are 
good for cutting small round stock for 
replacement pins.

Before embarking on any simple 
repair or service procedures, you should 
also try to have at a minimum a set of 
calipers for general measuring chores. 
For more precise measurements, a 
1" micrometer is obligatory. Feeler 
gauges are handy, too.  A thread-pitch 

BASiC HANd TOOlS 
Crankin’ on guns will be measurably  

easier with the right ones.

tools	are	where	you	find	them.	the	“grease	
gun”	came	from	the	large	animal	medical	
section	of	the	local	farmer’s	co-op.	the	Ruger	
single-action	revolver	gate-spring	clamp	is	
made	from	a	$2	C-clamp.

You	can	disembowel	most	guns	with	a	screwdriver,	hammer	and	a	punch	or	two	(left).	Good	
measuring	tools	(right)	are	necessary	for	more	than	just	gun	work.	they	can	measure	reamers,	
bullets,	cases	and	countless	other	items	around	the	shop.

I teach occasionally in the NRA Summer Gunsmithing School 
program, presiding over classes in basic single-action revolver 

work. Along with a course outline for the students, I have a list of 
simple hand tools necessary to the basic work we do in class. It 
occurred to me a few observations on hand tools would be in order 
for those readers who wish to tinker some with their own guns and 
might benefit from a bit of guidance in tool selection. There is not 
room enough in this entire magazine to cover the subject in detail, 
so we’ll limit the scope of this discussion to those tools necessary 
to disassemble and reassemble most guns.
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Contact Barnes Bullets for a free product catalog.  Mention this magazine ad to get a free Barnes Bullets DVD! 

Unleaded. Unfailing. Unbeatable.™

www.barnesbullets.com • 1-800-574-9200

Deadliest choice for 
“Black Rifle” shooters 

Specifically designed for AR-Type rifles, Barnes’ 
Multi-Purpose Green bullets have a compressed 
copper-tin powder core surrounded by a guilding 
metal jacket. These highly frangible, lead-free 
bullets fragment on impact, creating massive 
wounds in thin-skinned game.

The extremely accurate MPG bullets remain 
intact under the rigors of handling, feeding 
and firing—eliminating jammed actions and 
plugged barrels other frangible bullets may 
cause in autoloading rifles. Great for bolt-
actions, too.

Available in 223/5.56mm 55-grain, 308/7.62mm 
140-grain and 7.62x39mm (.310”) 108-grain. 
NEW for 2010 – 85-grain 6.8 SPC.

gauge will make assessing screws a 
snap.

Everyone’s situation is different, 
but this brief  list will cover the 
essentials for most of us. Besides, it 
is well known that buying a new tool 
every week will prevent hair loss. I 
have even bought tools I don’t need 
or even know how to operate just 
because they were interesting. By way 
of example, there is a Cincinnati No. 
2 tool & cutter grinder sitting proudly 
in a corner of my shop, albeit covered 
with dust.

A few parting thoughts on tool 
quality. As Oscar Wilde so famously 
observed, “I have the simplest tastes. 
I am always satisfied with the best.” 
Alas, reality presses down hard on 
most of us and circumstances often 
dictate we accept the adequate. Yes, 
I would much prefer to be armed 
with a giant roll-around cabinet full 
of Snap-On tools that would do a 
NASCAR mechanic proud when 
tightening the alternator belt on my 
Ford pick-up truck but $20 worth  
of Craftsmen tools from Sears will 
serve perfectly well.  I am content with 
any tool that will do the job quickly 
and properly every time I pick it up, 
however humble its origins. A job well 
done is a job well done, regardless  
of how it was done and with what.  
Life is full of little compromises. I’d 
rather work with tools from Sears, 
so I can shoot rifles from Alexander 
Henry. 

BROWNEllS
200 S. FRONT ST., mONTEzUmA, iA  50171
(800) 741-0015, WWW.BROWNEllS.COm

midWAY USA
5875 W. VAN HORN TAVERN Rd.

COlUmBiA, mO  65203
(800) 243-3220, WWW.midWAYUSA.COm

mSC iNdUSTRiAl SUPPlY
75 mAxNESS Rd.

mElVillE, NY  11747
(800) 645-7270, WWW.mSCdiRECT.COm

ENCO TOOlS
400 NEVAdA PACiFiC HWY.

FERNlEY, NV  89408
(800) 873-3626, WWW.USE-ENCO.COm 

Some	guns	you	just	don’t	encounter	every	day.	
Recourse	to	a	disassembly	guide,	such	as	this	
one	by	J.B.	Wood,	will	not	result	in	a	loss	of	
man	points.

http://www.barnesbullets.com
http://www.oldwestreproductions.com
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I acquired two new Swarovski 
optics I have a particular interest in 
for our magazine: A new hunting 
scope and the newest evolution in their 
binocular series. I’ll get to them soon, 
but since I’ve been writing about the 
use of holdover bars, let’s explore one 
of Swarovski’s new reticle offerings; 
one I am particularly fond of first. 

Swarovski’s  
TDS Reticle

I will be the first to admit I have 
belabored the hashmark reticle 
concept in this column, and I promise 
this will be my second to last for a 
while. However, once thoroughly 
understood, hashmarks will increase 
productive hits tremendously. 

One of the first, if  not the 
first, holdover bar reticle system, 
disregarding the military’s mil dot 
reticle, was introduced by Swarovski. 
It was called the TDS Tri-Factor 
Reticle after Col. Tom Smith who 
came up with the concept. It was 
so simple and yet so complicated it 
almost defied reasonable explanation, 
but it worked! Many variations of 
holdover bars have been introduced 
by other manufacturers, and some of 
them work off  the same principle as 
Col. Smith’s. Some look-alikes do not. 
For example, some holdover bars use 
constant subtention spacing between 
the bars. However, several models of 
Swarovski, Burris, Zeiss and Leupold 
use progressive subtension. Let me 
explain.

The simplest way to design 
holdover and ranging bars is to 
space the bars so they subtend some 
constant dimension at 100 yards. For 
example, the Nightforce NP-R2 reticle 
bars are spaced at a constant 2 MOA 
at the scope’s highest power. That 
spacing changes (increases) when the 
power is reduced on a second focal 

plane variable scope. If  the first focal 
plane is used, the spacing remains the 
same, regardless of the power. If  you 
rest your rifle on bags with the reticle 
aimed at a 1-MOA grid, the first bar 
below the main horizontal crosshair 

will be on the second grid line, the 
next bar on the fourth grid line, the 
third on the sixth grid line, etc. that 
is, on a constant subtension spacing. 
Many of these holdover bars are also 
of a constant length and width.

The other type of reticle holdover 
bars (that look the same as the 
Nightforce) are a bit more complicated 
in that the spacing of the bars is 
progressive. That is, the spacing is 
increased on some predesigned 
pattern. For example, the Swarovski 
BRX holdover bars are spaced at 
1.8", 5.4", 9", 12.6", and 16.2" with a 
dot in between. The original TDS Tri-
Factor reticle had similar spacing at 
approximately 2", 4.8", 7.5" and 10.5". 
Some Leupold, Zeiss, and Burris 
models follow similar patterns. 

To understand the logic behind the 
progressive spacing, you have to think 
in terms of the ballistic trajectories 
of modern cartridges and the bullets 
used. The genius of Col. Smith was in 
recognizing these trajectories could be 
emulated by the use of drop factors 
and was determined by noting the 
bullet’s drop. The 7mm Remington 
Magnum might be a factor of six, 
while the .308 might be a factor of 
eight, or the drop at 300 yards when 
the rifle was sighted in at 200 yards. 
The subtension spacing he came up 
with after a good deal of ballistic 
research and experimentation could 
be used acceptably to emulate the 
ballistic path of almost any modern 
cartridge. 

Enter Swarovski’s  
New BRX Reticle

Working on this theme, Tom Hogan 
of Swarovski, refined and expanded 
the original TDS concept. The design 
is simple and elegant. Using modern 
ballistic software, Mr. Hogan revised 
the spacing and the length of the bars. 
He also converted all the dimensions 
from inches to metric and mils for 
those so inclined. 

The length of the bars allows the 
shooter to use them as wind bars 
as well. Each bar is subdivided by a 

GlASS WiTH ClASS
Swarovski’s new scopes feature an improved holdover 

system using the BRX Reticle.

the	original	tDS	tri-Factor	reticle	used	by	
Swarovski	(above),	is	named	after	Col.	tom	
Smith,	who	came	up	with	the	concept.	the	
new	BRX	(below)	increases	the	number	of	
holdover	bars	and	dots	as	well	as	places	
vertical	wind	bars	at	the	half	points.	the	
progressive	subtension	pattern	of	the	
holdover	bars	is	also	slightly	different	than	
the	original.

I have put some ink to paper in the last several columns about 
budget-minded optics. I thought I would change directions for a 

while and look at optics on the other end of the spectrum. From 
$300 to just short of $3,000 is a huge leap. Are they worth it?
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To learn more about our products, to contact us or ask
for a free catalogue please visit us at

www.SmartReloader-USA.com

Learn Where to Buy Online or find the nearest
dealer on our website!

Visit us at the 2011 SHOT Show booth #2718!

All of the SmartReloader  products are
covered by a 2 Years Warranty

®

Make your Loads Faster and More
Accurate! It Dispenses 50 grains in
less than 20 Seconds!*
Stores up to 50 Records
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Accuracy: 0.1 grains
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Solid 1-Piece Body
Just Few Minutes for the Warm-Up
Easy and Fast to Set-Up
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220V Power Supply
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iSD
Automatic Powder
Scale & Dispenser

MSRP $289.95MSRP $289.95

*Speed may vary depending on the powder
type you are using and other factors that might
affect the iSD functioning

vertical bar. The end of the bar might 
indicate a 10 mph wind and the half  
bar a 5 mph wind. However this 
varies for each cartridge published 
by Swarovski and is included with 
every scope. The end of the bar might 
indicate a 5 mph wind for a very slow 
cartridge but a 10 mph wind for a fast 
one, or one with a very high ballistic 
coefficient shot at moderate or high 
velocity. 

In any case, the shooter has to do 
some thinking, something required 
for any arrangement of holdover 
bars. For example, you might tweak 
the system or the power just enough 
that each bar signifies a zero at 100 
yard intervals, i.e., the main crosshair 
might be zeroed at 200 yards, the first 
holdover bar at 300, the next at 400, 
etc. And you might have accomplished 
it at standard conditions at sea level, 
78 percent humidity, 59 degrees F and 
29.53 barometric pressure. However, if  
the temperature drops to zero or rises 
to 90 degrees or you hunt at 10,000', 
the bars will not be zeroed at 100 
yards increments any longer. There is 
software available that will tell you the 
change and the new zero for each bar. 
In fact, Swarovski publishes workable 
software on their website to facilitate 
dealing with such changes. 

Each scope comes with a set of 
tables that gets you in the ballpark. 
And for shots taken inside 300 yards, 
they will probably work in any case. 
The BRX, like any other reticle with 
some type of holdover bars, can 
be used to range as well as shoot at 

incline angles. 
In the photo, I have included some 

of the small decals developed by Mr. 
Hogan you can attach to the rifle for 
many modern cartridges. Included are 
some blank decals with the reticle pre-
printed to be used with your input. 
For example, one use might be to 
attach the pre-designed decal for the 
.300 WM at sea level and another that 
you’ve calculated for 8,000' where you 
intend a hunt.

Swarovski includes a 
comprehensive manual explaining 
the use of  the BRX reticle under 
several scenarios to include incline 
shooting, ranging, using another 
cartridge decal more closely related 
to your cartridge’s ballistic path, 
etc. Fifty pre-printed decals are 
included as well as 500 table values 
for various cartridges. Each decal is 
labeled with a number that is given 
for each cartridge. For example, the 
.300 WM Federal 180-grain Swift 
Scirocco at 2,960 fps, BC of  .507 is 
decal number 31 in the chart. What 
could be easier?

Swarovski sent their Z5 3.5-18x44 
P hunting scope and their newest 
generation binoculars. I will evaluate 
these soon. If  you want to pursue 
Glass with Class, you could not start 
at a better place.

SWAROVSki
2 SlATER Rd., CRANSTON, Ri 02920

(800) 426-3089
WWW.SWAROVSkiOPTik.COm

Swarovski	supplies	approximately	50	BRX/BRH	decals	showing	the	long	range	zeros	for	the	
elevation	holdover	bars	of	many	of	today’s	popular	cartridges.	Supplied	as	well	is	a	sheet	
with	500	different	cartridges	to	which	the	decals	can	be	adapted.	Blank	decals	are	supplied	
as	well	for	making	use	of	any	other	ballistic	path	the	shooter	wishes.	For	example,	assume	
the	pre-made	decals	were	configured	at	standard	conditions.	You	might	want	to	change	that	
slightly	if	hunting	at	10,000’.	the	decals	are	shown	in	front	with	some	red	numbers.	the	
sheet	of	popular	cartridges	with	which	to	match	a	decal	number	is	shown	in	the	background.	
Note	the	decal	number	is	shown	in	the	lower	right	hand	corner	of	each	decal.	that	can	be	
matched	to	the	sheet’s	number,	regardless	of	the	cartridge	if	it	is	a	better	fit	for	your	bullet’s	
ballistic	path.

http://www.smartreloader-usa.com
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There are a tremendous variety 
of  shooting schools and clinics 
spread across this great continent. 
The last “Black’s Wing & Clay” 
directory I saw listed over 90 schools 
ranging from classy houses like 
Holland & Holland and Orvis to 
NRA’s gender specific “Women on 
Target” clinics. Some are focused on 
a specific method of  shooting like 
“E.J. Churchill’s Instinctive Style 
of  Shooting” or a specific shotgun 
sport like skeet or sporting clays. The 
courses are presented as one or more 
days of  clinic scheduled throughout 
the country and calendar year, others 
as residential resort retreats like 

programs offered by The Homestead 
in Hot Springs, Va., or The Cloister at 
Sea Island, Ga.

Choose Well
Finding an instructor whose 

chemistry and pace matches yours 
and whose style of presentation is 
clear and entertaining is the trick. 
Hanging around with a prima donna 
or a didactic pedagogue for a day or 
two is just not fun or productive. It’s 
a bloody turn-off  to the whole idea 
of personalized instruction. No, this 
type of decision warrants a personal 
recommendation from friends who 
have been there and done that.

One of the most intriguing schools 
I’ve been exposed to is the Optimum 
Shotgun Performance Shooting 
School conducted by Gil and Vicki 
Ash. Their focus is on sporting clays, 
but the fundamentals they convey 
are applicable to any of the shooting 
sports, or “life,” as they like to say.

What intrigues me about the OSP 
Shooting School and what sets it 
aside from most of the other training 
institutions is its multi-level delivery 
of instructional services. Yes, there 
are 2-day clinics offered across the 
United States and on a more often 
basis at the OSP’s home base located 
at the American Shooting Center 
in Houston, Texas, but that’s just 
the beginning of the OSP outreach 
program.

Through a blend of instructional 
books and DVDs, a monthly, dial-
in, teleconference coaching program 
and free online newsletters, articles 
and video clips, the OSP programs are 
available to shotgunners at any level 
of intensity you might wish. 

Try It Free
You can approach and begin to 

evaluate the personal relevance of 
OSP program design and delivery by 
simply tapping into some of their most 
valuable instruction freely available 
on the web and through their online 
newsletter titled “Break Point.” That’s 
free instruction, but it offers you a 

BUSTiNG ClAYS
The next best thing to being there.

Holt’s	first	choice	
of	OSp’s	book	
series is if it Ain’t 
Broke, Fix iT.

With the current crop of TV shows stressing themes like “A 100 
things I want to do before I marry,” I think as shotgunners one 

of the personal promises we should make and keep is to “Attend a 
shooting school before we’re 50.” Why 50? Well, by age 50, we’re 
honest enough to know we don’t know everything about hitting 
flying things because we’re still missing, plus we’re mature enough 
to not be so self-delusional as to deny we have probably acquired 
some bad gun handling habits along the road and finally, hopefully, 
we’re financially secure enough to have a well-fitting shotgun or 
two and the time to enjoy them. Add in a spouse who would like 
some personal space now and then and the attraction of spending 
a few days at a shooting school seems foreordained. I say, “Go for 
it” even if you’re pushing 90. OSp’s	set	of	six	DVDs	cover	the	core	

material	of	the	OSp	program.

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM • DECEMBER 201018
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very precise picture upfront of the 
personalities, curriculum and methods 
of presentation offered by OSP. It’s 
like peeking out behind the curtain 
at the Byzantine Court without the 
risk. If  we could only gain that level 
of insight into every instructor and 
shooting school operating today, we 
would be way ahead of the game by 
now.

I’ve attended OSP clinics. In every 
case, they’ve helped me overcome 
a specific mechanical or mental 
challenge—the last being making 
consistent crossing shots from left-
to-right using a flea-weight, 28-gauge 
SxS. But in the long term, I’ve actually 
benefited as much from watching the 
OSP videos, tapping into their monthly 
coaching program and reading their 
companion series of well-written, 
well-illustrated books.

OSP currently offers six DVDs 
covering every facet of shotgunning 
from mounting the gun to improving 
your eye movement for scoping out 
the speed, direction and angle of the 
target to simplify and reduce leads to 
three subconscious zones (“be sloppy 
in lead, precise in focus”). One of the 
most unique presentations of the series 
is Video 6 discussing the comparative 
vulnerability of clay targets depending 
upon type and presentation (hard 
domes vs. soft undersides), the 
comparative patterns thrown by 
different chokes (the modified choke 
proves to be a real surprise) and 
reducing choke choice to a minimum 
based on actual shot spread analysis. 
The dialogue is upbeat, well paced 
and thoroughly entertaining, and the 
camera angles have to be seen to be 
believed. When was the last time you 
saw a shooter’s movements from the 
perspective of a flying clay pigeon?      

There are three books in the OSP 
hardcover series. The earliest (©2005), 
and the first I would recommend is 
titled If It Ain’t Broke, FIX IT. Well 
illustrated and easy to read, this 
volume packs into 24 short chapters 
the essence of OSP’s instructional 
focus. The first chapter starts off  with 

Life is a Shotgun and then the read 
never slows down. One of the chapters 
is devoted to OSP’s unique flashlight 
drill which I’ve mentioned many times 
before as probably the most effective 
way to improve the movement and 
mounting of your gun in the confines 
of your own home.

The other two books titled You 
Gotta Be Out of Your Mind (©2006, 
also available as a talking book) and 
Traveling the Inner State (©2009) are 
focused on strengthening the mental 
and subconscious sides of your 
shotgunning game. It is a mental sport 
that requires a learned response to 
smile, analyze the miss and make the 
correction on the next shot. Organized 
as short anecdotal chapters, the books 
make excellent use of the observations 
and conclusions of OSP students and 
fellow professional coaches.

Finally, packed into six large 
paperbacks are the collected 
conversations from the OSP’s 
monthly coaching teleconferences.  
Reading them, it’s a game of hunting 
and picking for the gems of wisdom 
generated by Gil, Vicki, their students 
and guest coaches, but when the 
dialogues are focused and anecdotal, 
they’re very valuable indeed. It’s 
looking at the sport and essence of 
personal performance from other 
shooters’ perspectives.

Again, what makes the OSP 
standout is its multi-level delivery of 
instructional material. If  you can’t 
make a clinic, the next best thing to 
being there is the book If It Ain’t 
Broke, FIX IT supplemented by OSP’s 
outstanding videos.

OPTimUm SHOTGUN PERFORmANCE  
SHOOTiNG SCHOOl

P.O. BOx 826
29354 mCkiNNON Rd., STE. A

FUlSHEAR, Tx 77441
(800) 838-7533

WWW.OSPSCHOOl.COm

OSp’s	monthly	teleconferences	in	book	form	hold	some	gems	of	shotgunning	erudition.

http://www.benchmade.com
http://www.benchmade.com
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Plus P loads? NO Problem.

TOLL FREE : 877-268-4867 or
WWW.NIGHTHAWKCUSTOM.COM

Barrel protruding past the holster? NO Problem.
Reliability? NO Problem.

NOW THIS IS GUN CONTROL.

http://www.nighthawkcustom.com
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Ammo doesn’t load, magazines 
don’t work, sights fall off, scopes fall 
off, bases and rings are loose and bolt 
handles fall off. Ammo will not load 
into the detachable magazines of the 
rifle. The ammo chambers, but 
then no one thought to put it 
into the detachable magazine, 
insert it into the rifle to see if  
it would work before driving 
thousands of miles to take a 
class? This makes for a long 
class when a bolt-action, 
magazine-fed rifle is in reality 
a single shot, unless all the 
projectiles are reset to the 
correct overall length for the 
magazine. By now you get it.

So with all this “guns not 
working” confusion in my 
head, I wondered just how 
hard is it to get a rifle to work? 
Can a “parts” rifle be put 
together and will these pieces 
and parts work?

So, this is a story, in a 
matter of speaking, about 
traveling down a road, coming 
to a 4-way intersection, with 
the issue of having to choose 
one of the four roads to turn 
on to. Instead of picking one 
road I just decided to do them 
all! So here we go.

This all started when I got 
drawn for an elk tag for the 
state of Oregon for 2010. This 
fact made for an excellent 
excuse to get a new rifle, so 
with the help of DeWayne 
Irwin from Cheaper Than 
Dirt—(the store)—I got a 
new Remington 700 LTR 
rifle in .308. The new rifle is 
lightweight and compact, so 
much so that after I got it I 
thought to use it as a test bed 

for several other things I am working 
with like the Super Sniper scope from 
SWFA, a Manners drop-in stock Mini 
Chassis System and a test rifle load. 
Anyways, I had a bunch of pieces and 

parts to work with and it worked out 
to be a pretty slick adventure of cat 
juggling of these pieces to and from 
the base LTR rifle.

Taking the standard baseline 
out-of-the-box Remington rifle, the 
magazine was grumpy like they always 
are and the trigger was a bit rough, but 
the barrels are always good and I went 
to the range. I put the Super Sniper 
10x42 scope in place on Badger rings 
and a 20-MOA Badger base. We bore 

sighted the rifle from the bench at 
100 yards and the first round on 
paper was two mils high and one 
mil left off  of our target. 

Piece 2, Shots 2-11
After shot number one and the 

first adjustment, I placed the next 
10 rounds inside the diamond 
with the last four touching and 
centered on the target. The 
rounds strung a bit up and down 
in the beginning but stayed way 
inside the 2" marked diamond 
with the last five dropping inside 
a 1" group. 

Piece 3 & 4,  
Shots 12-22

After the first 11 shots, we 
removed the action with the 
scope intact from the standard 
Remington stock and set the 
barreled action into the Manners 
MSC stock. The Manners is a 
thumbhole type pattern with 
Badger bottom metal and the 
Accuracy International magazine. 
The AI magazine worked 
flawlessly and the rifle action fit 
the stock just as Manners said it 
would. With the action dropped 
into place, I locked it down and 
the next five rounds fired dropped 
a nominal 5" from the diamond 
target center and 1" left of center 
off  of the original zero of the 
issued stock from Remington. 
Adding 1.2 mils up and .2 mils 
left, five more rounds were fired 
with the group moving a bit up 
and down but still staying in the 

PARTS & PiECES
Putting them together to form a working rifle.

RANGING SHOTS
•  CLINT SMITH  •

I am continuously intrigued by the fact people have—and willingly 
own—guns that do not work. I watch repeatedly week after 

week as gun after gun takes a dump during a 3-day class that only 
requires a nominal 1,000 rounds to be fired through these declared 
“self-defense” guns.

Here	are	the	series	of	targets	fired	throughout	the	pieces	and	
parts	change	outs.	Group	number	2	is	10	rounds	fired	after	the	
bore	sighting.	these	are	the	first	10	rounds	fired	through	the	
new	rifle.	targets	3	and	4	after	the	stock	change	to	Manners	
and	the	adjustment	of	sight	to	impact	center	of	the	diamond.	
target	5	after	the	Manners	stock	was	removed	and	the	rifle	
placed	back	into	the	Remington	factory	stock.	the	best	groups	
came	from	the	rifle	while	mounted	in	the	Manners	stock.
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StoegerAirguns.com

Stoeger Airguns are modern high-tech air 
rifles with the quality and feel of fine sporting 
arms. The X-Series not only exhibit style, but 
also provide performance, power and safety. 
Stoeger’s high-velocity, single-shot air rifles 
are perfect for small game hunting, target 
practice and ideal for plinking.

	 •	Spring	Piston	Air	Rifle,	.177	Cal.
	 •	Fully-Adjustable	Fiber	Optic	Sights
	 •	Optional	Factory-Mounted	Scopes

	 •	Two-Stage	Adjustable	Trigger

High-Velocity Air Performance!

“It’s not your Grandpa’s BB gun!”

StoegerAir-HalfPgAd-7x5-GunsMagazine.indd   1 8/5/10   11:07:02 AM

nominal 1" mode (so much for the 
woes of having to move the rifle from 
one stock to another). 

Piece 5, Shots 23-28
OK, now we jerked the Remington 

action from the Manners MCS stock 
and placed it back into the factory 
stock and reset the dope (data of 
previous engagement) in the truest 
sense, taking out the 1.2 and .2 mil 
adjustment. Rounds 23 to 28 placed 
back into the top half  of the 2" 
diamond with a bit of stringing from 
right to left but as stated staying inside 
the diamond except for the first strike 
which was a bit high and a bit right 
impacting the border of the diamond 
edge in the 1 o’clock position. The 
first group after setting the action 
back into the original stock strung a 
bit over 1-1/2". 

Back And Forth
Back and forth through the stock 

changes the rifle shot well enough for 
any elk hunting I have ever done, and I 
need to emphasize these were the first 
28 rounds fired in the rifle. Why is that 
important? In my experience the rifle 
will shoot in and do even better, and 
I expect it will be a minute of angle 
rifle after I get the first 100 rounds or 
so down range—at least it has always 

the	bore	sighting	was	confirmed	by	the	first	round	fired	from	the	rest	and	bench.	the	SWFA	
Super	Sniper	scope	(above)	was	functional	and	yet	modestly	priced,	here	mounted	on	the	stock	
Remington	rifle.	First	rounds	fired	from	the	Remington	with	its	“new”	Manners	stock	(below).

http://www.stoegerairguns.com


Send $1 for 32-page catalog full of reloading bargains!   www.leeprecision.com
LEE PRECISION, INC.  DEPT 412  HARTFORD WI 53027

This is the press you 
have been asking for. 
Based on the proven 
design of the Classic 
Cast, the new Breech 
Lock series adds the 

quick-change die bushing.

4  Cast iron construction with all steel link-
age. Durable powder coated finish with 
largest opening and the longest stroke in the 
industry.

4  Handle is movable from right to left and 
length plus swing position is fully  
adjustable with a 48-tooth ratchet  
type handle clamp.

4  The industry’s largest 1 ⅛” diameter ram is 
guided by over twelve square inches of  
ram bearing surface.

4  lee lever prime system features bottom 
of stroke priming for unmatched sensitivity. 

Includes both large and small priming arms. 
There’s no need to fumble with tiny guides 
and springs when changing primer size.

4  Frame machined to accept Lee quick-
change Breech Lock Die bushings. Change 
dies in an instant with a quick 1/6 turn.

 You don't need a press with all these  
features to load ammunition, 

 but it sure is nice!  
Designed, cast, machined and 

assembled in the USA.

PROUDLY MADE in thE USA

thE LEE

Classic Cast  
Breech Lock Press
      

Introducing

The finest, and now the most convenient 
single stage reloading press.
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worked that way for me.
Why do this? Because I had the 

equipment and could. I think that 
much of what is done today is over 
engineered. Put a decent rifle on the 
bench or add decent stuff  to the rifle 
and it will shoot. These parts may 
not make a 1/4 MOA rifle but, after 
40 years, I have seen few people who 
have the skills to shoot a 1/4-minute 
rifle well anyways. Is a 1/4-minute 
rifle a good thing? Yes, it is, but I can 
still kill an elk with a rifle that shoots 
MOA—if I do my part by practicing 
marksmanship plus basic skills and 
hunt with good ammunition.

the	pieces	and	parts	mode	is	in	progress	
here	with	the	transfer	of	the	action	to	the	
Manners	stock.

SUPER SNiPER
mAkER: SWFA 

420 CENTURY WAY
REd OAk, Tx 75154

(972) 726-7348, WWW.SWFA.COm
 mAGNiFiCATiON: 10X
 OBjECTiVE diAmETER: 42mm
 EYE REliEF: 4" 
 CliCk VAlUE: 1/4 MOA 
 TUBE diAmETER:  30mm
 OVERAll lENGTH: 13.88"
 WEiGHT: 21 ounces
 RETiClES:  Mildot
 PRiCE: $300

RiFlE 700 lTR
mAkER: REmiNGTON ARmS

lE diViSiON
870 REmiNGTON dR.
mAdiSON, NC 27025

(336) 548-8899
WWW.REmiNGTONlE.COm

 ACTiON TYPE: Bolt Action
 CAliBER: .308
 CAPACiTY: 4
 BARREl lENGTH: 20”
 OVERAll lENGTH: 39-5/8"
 WEiGHT: 7-1/2 pounds
 FiNiSH: Flat black
 SiGHTS: Drilled & tapped  
  for scope
 STOCk: Synthetic
 PRiCE: $1,160

http://www.leeprecision.com
http://www.almarknives.com


Feel the difference of the new E2 Series.

P226 E2

P229 E2

NATURAL 
CURVES.

The E2 Series changes the rules of comfort and control with a reduced 

reach trigger and a new grip design, scaled to fit the hands of more 

shooters for unmatched ergonomics, accuracy and reliability.  

Don’t compromise — get the handgun that fits like a glove.

Try them on for size at SIGSAUER.com/E2

SIG_SAUER_FP_GUNS-MAG_DEC-2010.indd   1 8/24/10   8:38 AM

http://www.sigsauer.com
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The FNAR is a high-quality, 
accurate and reliable semi-automatic 
rifle chambered in 7.62x51, the 
cartridge commercially known as the 
.308 Winchester. Its operating system 
is based on the well-established gas-
powered piston design of the Browning 
semi-automatic sporting rifle and the 
action components are beefed up for 
heavy-duty use. For example, it uses 

twin operating bars rather than a 
single bar to connect the gas piston to 
the bolt.

The alloy FNAR receiver has a 
M1913 rail for fitting optical sights. 
I fitted the test rifle with a Leupold  
1.5-5x20 scope with 30mm main tube 
and illuminated reticle, a very sharp, 
clear and versatile scope. The rifle’s 
forearm has three rails (both sides and 
bottom) for fitting a bipod, lights, and 
laser aiming devices.

Fully Adjustable
The FNAR buttstock can be readily 

adjusted to fit the shooter. Length of 
pull is adjusted by adding or removing 
spacers. Three spacers are provided to 
adjust comb height, and stock cast-on 
or cast-off  can be adjusted with a set of 
six supplied shims. It’s a feature which 
will be especially appreciated by police 
agencies. Their SWAT rifleman can fit 
the stock to his personal dimensions 
without the need of a special custom 
stock.

The steel magazines for the FNAR 
are very well made. A 20-round 
magazine is supplied with the rifle; 5- 
and 10-round magazines are available 
as well. The magazine well is flared for 
easy magazine insertion.

Chrome-Lined Barrel
The test rifle had a 20" hammer-

forged, chrome-lined barrel with a 
1:12" twist. For accuracy testing I used 
Federal 168-grain Premium match 
ammunition. Five-shot groups at 100 
yards consistently averaged under an 
inch, this with a Leupold 1.5-5X scope 
set at 5X. Trigger pull of the FNAR 
was exceptionally nice for a semi-auto 
with some smooth takeup and a clean 
4-pound break.

The standard FNAR weighs around 
10 pounds with scope and rings. Of 
course overall weight will depend on 

the number of cartridges loaded (20 
rounds of .308 with 168-grain bullets 
weigh 17-1/4 ounces). Even a locked-
breech .308 in this weight range 
doesn’t kick much, and with its gas-
piston operation the FNAR recoil is 
pleasant indeed.

Ironically despite its light recoil this 
is the only rifle I’ve ever had give me a 
scope cut. At a 3-gun match, one stage 
required shooting from an awkward 
position, prone through a low port. 
To get a sight picture I couldn’t get the 
stock against my shoulder, and fired 
with the rifle held only by the shooting 
hand and bipod. In fact, not being a 
quick learner I fired five shots and got 
dinged every shot. Not even generous 
scope eye relief  and light recoil can 
make up for poor technique.

With one exception operating 
controls are well placed for easy access. 
The safety is a cross-bolt style at the 
rear of the triggerguard (reversible for 
left-hand shooters), and the magazine 
release is ambidextrous. The bolt 

THE FNAR 
This self-loading rifle performs.

the	FNAR	rifle	has	an	aluminum	receiver	
with	sight	rail.	Magazine	release	button	is	
ambidextrous.	the	cross-bolt	safety	behind	
the	triggerguard	shows	red	in	off	position	
(reversible	for	left-hand	shooters).

the	FNAR	has	ambidextrous	magazine	release	
and	cross-bolt	safety	behind	the	triggerguard.	
the	bolt	release	at	front	right	of	receiver	
locks	the	bolt	back	on	an	empty	chamber.	
Function	is	reliable,	though	releasing	it	
requires	removing	your	shooting	hand	from	
the	firing	position.	to	chamber	a	cartridge	
from	a	fresh	magazine,	Dave	found	it	faster	
and	easier	to	pull	the	bolt	handle	back	slightly	
and	release	it,	than	to	use	the	bolt	release.	FN	
30mm	rings	were	used	to	attach	a	leupold	 
1.5-5X	scope	to	the	receiver’s	optics	rail.

At their manufacturing facility in Columbia, S.C., FNH-USA 
produces the majority of the firearms used by America’s armed 

forces. In recent years FNH has been manufacturing American-made 
firearms for police agencies and for private citizens.

the	FNAR	rifle	proved	completely	reliable	and	
produced	sub-MOA	accuracy	with	Federal	
premium	match	ammunition	and	leupold	1.5-
5X	scope	set	at	5X.	the	trigger	had	a	small	
amount	of	smooth	takeup	and	a	clean	4-pound	
break.	the	barrel	is	cold	hammer	forged	and	
chrome	lined,	with	1:12"	right-hand	twist.



Model 10 Predator Hunter, Max-1  savagearms.com  savageaccuracy.com

ThaT’s savage accuracy.
When James Italiano of Mission Viejo, CA cuts the deck, he likes to show off a little bit. He uses his Savage

Model 12 F-Class target rifle to split them edge-to-edge at 100 yards. Of course every one of our 

hunting guns has that Savage target-gun heritage built in; like the new Model 10 Predator Hunter 

Max 1 with AccuStock. This revolutionary system gives you the same stability and bedding of a 

target gun in a lightweight field gun. Best of all, it makes coyotes fold like a bad hand.

Card courtesy of James Italiano, Mission Viejo, CA
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locks back on an empty magazine. 
The bolt release, located at the front 
of the receiver, is the one control I 
couldn’t reach with the shooting hand 
in firing position. After inserting a 
fresh magazine I found it faster and 
easier to grab the bolt handle and pull 
it back slightly, and release it to close 
the bolt.

I fired about 400 rounds through 
the test rifle, and saw several hundred 
more fired through other FNAR rifles 
at a 3-gun match. In all those rounds I 
never had or saw a single malfunction. 
Incidentally, I never cleaned the rifle 
during the shooting test indicating the 
rifle’s reliability.

Suggested retail of the FNAR is 
a bit over $1,700. Obviously this is 
not inexpensive, but for a rifle of this 
quality, it is quite reasonable. I can 
see it appealing to police agencies 
who require accuracy, reliability, and 
durability and who also appreciate the 
versatility of the adjustable stock.

It’s an excellent choice for 3-gun 
competition. Unlike many .308 
semi-autos it is light enough to be 
considered for big-game hunting (with 
5-round magazines, where semi-autos 
are permitted for hunting). A quality 
rifle in every respect, with the accuracy, 
reliability, and durability we have come 
to expect of FNH products.

FNAR STANdARd RiFlE
mAkER: FNH USA

P.O. BOx 697
mCClEAN, VA 22101

(703) 288-1292, WWW.FNHUSA.COm
 ACTiON TYPE: Gas piston, semi-auto
 CAliBER: 7.62x51
 CAPACiTY: 20
 RECEiVER: 7075 T6  
  aluminum alloy
 BARREl: 20" 
 STOCk: Synthetic, adjustable 
 SiGHTS: None, M1913 provided
 OVERAll lENGTH: 41-1/4"
 WEiGHT: 8 pounds, 13 ounces 
 RETAil: $1,734.38

mARk 4 1.5-5x20 mR/T
mAkER: lEUPOld & STEVENS

1440 NORTHWEST GREENBRiAR PkWY.
BEAVERTON, OR 97006

(503) 646-9171, WWW.lEUPOld.COm
 OBjECTiVE diAmETER: 30mm
 TUBE diAmETER: 30mm
 OVERAll lENGTH: 9.3"
 EYE REliEF: 4.4" (1.5X),  
  3.6" (5X)
 WEiGHT: 15 ounces
 CliCk VAlUE: 1/2 MOA
 iNTERNAl Adj. RANGE: 120 MOA elevation  
  & windage
 RETiClE: Illuminated Reticle
 PRiCE: $1,124.99
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http://www.desantisholster.com
http://www.swflashlights.com


The American-made Smith & Wesson M&P pistol is proving itself by winning department testing and evaluations 
across the country. Designed with the very latest in precision, accuracy and fi t – the full Military & Police series 
gives our Nation’s Finest a tactical advantage they can depend on.

TESTED. PROVEN. SELECTED.

NASDAQ: SWHC

smith-wesson.com/mp THE LINE OF DUTY MADE IN THE USA

M&P Pistols: .45 ACP, 
.40 S&W, .357 Auto, 9mm

http://www.smith-wesson.com/mp
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Introduced in 1876 at the great 
Philadelphia Centennial Exhibition, 
the Model 1876 was forever thereafter 
labeled the “Centennial” model. It 
was at the end of a long line of toggle-
link-action leverguns—the Henry, 
the Model 1866 and the Model 1873. 
Often described as just an enlarged 
version of the Model 1873, recent 
research indicates its pedigree precedes 
that of the Model 1873. 

Military Models
As early as 1866, following Nelson 

King’s invention of a hinged, side-
loading port for the Henry rifle, Oliver 
Winchester submitted an iron-framed, 
rifle musket to the Swiss for military 
trials and hopefully for adoption. 
Two aspects of the submission are 
intriguing. First, European military 
intelligence analysts were amazed 
at the number of self-contained 
cartridge and repeating firearms 
fielded during the brief  American Civil 
War. Second, recognizing the military 
effectiveness of the Henry rifle, Oliver 
Winchester in 1866 seized a business 
opportunity and forged ahead with 
the development of a large-framed, 
lever action musket chambered for 
a centerfire (!) 44-caliber cartridge 

with an overall length of 2.05", firing 
a 367-grain bullet, propelled by 50 
grains of powder. 

The Model 1866 musket was 
followed by the Model 1867/68 
musket and carbine chambered for 
large proprietary cartridges in .44, .45 
and .46. Supplied to the Swiss and the 
British for official trials which proved 
the superiority of the design, neither 
country adopted the new Winchester, 
deciding instead to stick with their 
conservative Vetterli and Martini 
models. The fact remains the Model 
1866/67/68 large-framed muskets were 
the true precursors to the much later 
Model 1875/1876.

Although Winchester would 
continue to pursue the fleeting dream 
of large military contracts with every 
model they introduced, the civilian 
market for the Models 1866 and 1873 

RiFlE OF THE SCARlET RidERS
Cimarron’s .45-75 Model 1876 NWMP Carbine.

•  Holt Bodinson  •

“Clink-Clunk, Clink-Clunk, that’s the sound of a Winchester 
Model 1876. It and other fine antique and modern guns can 

be found at Tucson’s Frontier Gun Shop.” That’s a paraphrased 
version of the radio ad of the decade produced by Charles Heller 
on his Liberty Watch Radio program in Arizona. The actual sound 
of that big old levergun being cycled over-and-over instantly 
riveted your attention when it came growling across the airwaves 
on Sunday afternoons. It was as distinctive a sound as the racking 
“clack-clack” of a pump gun, and I bet those “clink-clunks” sent 
more curious customers through the front door of the Frontier Gun 
Shop than any other promotion they could have run.

As	pictured	in	the	book	Shooting lever Guns 
of the Old West	by	Duke	Venturino,	this	
Mountie	is	armed	with	the	M1876	Winchester	
Carbine.	photo	courtesy	Herb	peck	Jr.	
collection.

At	8-1/2	pounds,	the	1876	Carbine	
handles	and	balances	extremely	well.

Nelson	King’s	invention	of	the	side-loading	
port		for	the	earlier	1866	revolutionized	the	
Winchester	lever	line.
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sustained the company. 
With the appearance of powerful, 

bigbore single shots on the domestic 
market from Sharps and Remington 
and the United State’s adoption of 
the .45-70 Government cartridge in 
1873, Winchester was on the ropes for 
a more powerful levergun 
offering. Their solution was 
the reintroduction of their 
large frame design as the 
“Centennial” Model of 1876 
in .45-75 WCF, and later in 
.45-60, .50-95 Express and 
.40-60. 

The models available 
in the 1876 series included 
sporting rifles or full-stocked 
muskets and carbines. Many 
of the sporting rifles were 
simply elegant with richly 
engraved receivers, set 
triggers and offered with a 
variety of barrel, stocking 
and sighting options. 
Theodore Roosevelt’s 
favorite Model 1876 in .45-
75, engraved with grizzly 
bear, buffalo, antelope and 
deer motifs by John Ulrich, 
is indicative of the level of 
artistry sometimes lavished 
on the large engraving 
surfaces of the 1876. Possibly 
the greatest Model 1876 
treasures are those marked 
with the “One of One 
Hundred” and “One of One 
Thousand” designations.  

Yet, the most historical 
model of the 1876 is the 
saddle ring, full-stocked 
carbine in .45-75 purchased 
and used extensively by 
the Canadian North West 
Mounted Police (NWMP) 
from 1878 to 1914 to control 
whiskey runners, Indians 
and gold diggers in the 
raw wilderness of the early 

western provinces. 
The exploits of the romantic 

Mounties pictured with their Model 
1876 carbines and spiffy uniforms 
were widely covered in the popular 
press of the era. Winchester could not 
have designed a better ad campaign 

for their 1876. Better yet, 
Cimarron Firearms of 
Fredericksburg, Texas, 
working closely with Uberti, 
has brought us an exacting 
and highest quality rendition 
of the NWMP carbine as 
well as a complete lineup of 
standard 1876 Centennial 
models in all their original 
caliber chamberings.

With its 22" barrel and a 
weight of 8-1/2 pounds, the 
NWMP carbine feels like a 
dynamic handling sporting 
arm to me. I can understand 
why it was popular with the 
troopers of the NWMP. 
When first handling it, I 
thought I could just walk out 
the front door and go hunting 
with this carbine as is. One 
of the curious features of 
the 1876 carbine is both the 
civilian and military versions 
were always full stocked.

The workmanship, 
fitting and finish of the 
Cimarron/Uberti 1876 
are simply outstanding. 
It reflects the standard of 
excellence Cimarron insists 
upon throughout its replica 
firearms lines. They’ve staked 
their reputation on it, and it’s 
a standard worth every penny 
of the price.

Cimarron’s NWMP is 
available in .45-60 as well 
as in its original .45-75 
chambering. The carbine 
I tested was chambered in 
.45-75 and a call went out to 

The bottom of the 
massive brass 
carrier	block	is	
etched	with	the	
M1876	caliber	
designation.

the	bottlenecked		
.45-75	is	quite	
unlike	its	rival,	
the	.45-70,	
with	which	it	
was	originally	
designed	to	
compete.

Both	the	Buffalo	Arms	
black	powder	load	and	the	
ten-X	777	load	averaged	
1-1/2"	to	2"	at	50	yards.

http://www.browning.com
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Buffalo Arms and Ten-X Ammunition 
for some proper fodder.  

The .45-75 WCF is a squat, 
bottlenecked cartridge loaded with a 
350-grain flatnose bullet at an original 
velocity of approximately 1,385 fps. 
While both Buffalo Arms and Ten-X 
load a smokeless as well as a black-
powder-equivalent load, I wanted the 
real deal. 

Using Jamison’s excellent .45-
75 brass, Buffalo Arms loads Swiss 
1-1/2 Fg black powder while Ten-X 
loads theirs with a proprietary lot 
of cartridge-grade, Hodgdon Triple 
Seven. Both proved to be great loads, 
averaging 1-1/2" to 2" at 50 yards with 
the coarse tangent sight. From the 
22" barrel, the Buffalo Arms BP load 

mOdEl 1876 NWmP CARBiNE
mAkER: A. UBERTi

BRESCiA, iTAlY
imPORTER: CimARRON FiREARmS

105 WiNdiNG OAk Rd. 
FREdERiCkSBURG, Tx 78624

(830) 997-9090
WWW.CimARRON-FiREARmS.COm

 ACTiON: Lever-action repeater
 CAliBER: .45-75 WCF
 CAPACiTY: 8
 BARREl lENGTH: 22"
 SiGHTS: 100- to 900-yard 
  tangent
 WEiGHT: 8.5 pounds
 FiNiSH: Blue
 STOCk: Walnut
 PRiCE: $1,780.83

lacking	sling	swivels,	the	NWMp	model	(above)	was	often	carried	in	this	fashion.	While	the	M1876	
(below,	top	gun)	appears	to	be	an	enlarged	version	of	the	M1873,	it	actually	preceded	it	in	design.

the	NWMp	carbine	was	
fitted	with	a	saddle	ring	
but	lacked	sling	swivels.
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http://www.fobusholster.com
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A Bright Idea!

To find a dealer call or log-on:
InsightTechnology.com
Toll Free: 866-509-2040

LED Flashlight

™

FEATURES:
• 150 Lumens
• 2 Hour Runtime
• Strobe Function
• Programmable
• Limited Lifetime

Warranty

Lifetime Warranty!
Try-It-FREE-Guarantee!

I got my SuperTuck holster from you for my XD 4” back in February. I use it everyday 
10 to 12 hours, sometimes tucked, sometimes not. This is the most comfortable 
holster I have ever had. Holds my XD close to my body and just makes it disappear. It 
holds the gun firmly, yet easy and fast to draw.
Who says you can’t conceal carry a full size gun? 
They never tried a SuperTuck. I love it! 
Thanks,

Tom T.

ARE YOU TIRED OF UNCOMFORTABLE HOLSTERS?
ARE YOU CARRYING A SMALLER GUN THAN YOU 

WANT TO JUST SO YOU CAN CONCEAL IT?

ARE YOU TIRED OF UNCOMFORTABLE HOLSTERS?
ARE YOU CARRYING A SMALLER GUN THAN YOU

WANT TO JUST SO YOU CAN CONCEAL IT?

Why not try a CrossBreed TODAY?

www.CrossBreedHolsters.com

CrossBreed Holsters LLC.

888.732.5011888.732.5011 Will you be ready
if he shows up?

Will you be ready
if he shows up?

averaged 1,281 fps and the Ten-X, 
1,258 fps over a PACT Professional 
chronograph. With the 350-grain 
bullet, I found recoil to be negligible.

Ah, but there’s one lovely difference 
between the loads. The Triple Seven 
goes “bang” while the black powder 
goes “boom!”

One of the advantages of the using 
a bottlenecked case like the .45-75, 
rather than a straight-walled case like 
the .45-60, is the bottleneck cases more 
fully obturate in the chamber and 
eliminates black powder fouling from 
flowing back into the action. The 1876 
is easy to clean since you can simply 
pop off  both side plates and have total 
access to the toggle-links and bolt. 
Doing so, I found virtually no black 
powder fouling in the action.

Whether it’s the “clink-clunk” or 
the big, bold lines of this massive lever 
action, the Model 1876 is a real fun gun 
and in its NWMP dress, a fine milsurp 
replica collectible. Thanks to the 
efforts of Cimarron Firearms, every 
model and caliber of the Centennial 
1876 is once again available to us to 
shoot and admire. 

If you’re a movie fan, be sure to see 
the 1876 in play in the hands of Robert 
Taylor in the The Last Hunt, Tom Selleck 
in Crossfire Trail, Steve McQueen 
in Tom Horn or Michael Biehn and 
Michael Rooker in Tombstone. Great 
booming stuff!

BUFFAlO ARmS CO.
660 VERmEER CT., PONdERAY, id 83852

(208) 263-6953, WWW.BUFFAlOARmS.COm

liBERTY WATCH RAdiO 
WWW.liBERTYWATCHRAdiO.COm

TEN-x AmmUNiTiON
8722 lANYARd CT.

RANCHO CUCAmONGA, CA 91730
(909) 946-8369, WWW.TENxAmmO.COm

FURTHER REAdiNG
ARMS	&	ACCOutREMENtS	OF	tHE	MOuNtED	
pOliCE	1873-1973 BY ROGER F. PHilliPS ANd 
dONAld j. klANCHER, ©1982, SOFTCOVER,  

212 PAGES, OUT-OF-PRiNT 
TRY: WWW.ABEBOOkS.COm

tHE	WiNCHEStER	MODEl	1876	“CENtENNiAl”	
RIfLE BY HERBERT G. HOUzE, ©2001, 

HARdCOVER, 191 PAGES, $45, mOWBRAY 
PUBliSHiNG, 54 EAST SCHOOl STREET, 

WOONSOCkET, Ri 02895, (800) 999-4697
WWW.mANATARmSBOOkS.COm

SHOOtiNG	lEVER	GuNS	OF	tHE	OlD	WESt 
BY mikE VENTURiNO, ©1999, SOFTCOVER, 

300 PAGES, A&j ARmS BOOk SEllERS, 2449 
ORCHARd dR., TUCSON, Az 85712, (520) 512-

1065, WWW.AjARmSBOOkSEllERS.COm

http://www.insighttechnology.com
http://www.crossbreedholsters.com
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Such an arm for the Dragoons was 
first created as far back as the mid 
1700s and was initially almost as large 
as the infantry arm but with more 
robust furniture. 

These muskets evolved into “Le 
Fusil de Dragoon Modèle An IX” (An 
IX translates to Year 9—named using 
the Republican calendar adopted after 
the overthrow of Louis XVI spanning 
Sept. 1800 to Aug. 1801 to us). The 
An IX has a slightly shorter barrel, 
overall length and was a little simpler 
to produce than its predecessors. 

This was a successful model with 
more than 450,000 made over its 
service life, which ended soon after the 
Restoration. The Dragoon model was 
also issued to the artillery, and other 
units needing a handier arm. 

Like its earlier brethren, to combat 
corrosion from the salt of horse sweat, 
the furniture was mostly brass rather 
than the all-iron furniture of the 

infantry musket. The center 
band, where the forward sling 
swivel is located, is a unique 
twin band of iron to better take 
the shock of mounted travel.

Davide Pedersoli has an 
impressive international 
reputation in the repro gun 
business and this musket is 
evidence why. It is very well 
made and nicely finished 

with an even polish to 
the metal parts. The 
barrel is well turned 
and as smooth inside 

as out. The polish on the 

brass is expertly done and the wood 
finish attractive. I normally feel I have 
to give something a little extra polish, 
but it’s challenge on this one. This 
musket is a fine arm as is. There are 
similar muskets for half  this price on 
the market yet this one is four times 
their quality.

Smoothbores can be accurate out 
to 50 yards with a patched roundball, 
but because this is a military musket, 
I chose to load with paper cartridges. 
With the target at 25 yards, I fired off  
a bag rest. The front sight is a simple 
round blade cast integrally with the 
nose cap. Putting my face into the 

dRAGOONEd!
Pedersoli reproduces a musket seeing  

service throughout the Napoleonic wars.

pedersoli’s	recreation	of	the	French	
69-caliber	Fusil	de	Dragoon	Modèle	An	
iX	is	excellent.	unit	flags	flown	during	
the	Napoleonic	War	were	hand	painted	
(reproduction	flag	courtesy	Evan	Emory	
collection).

Dragoons	wore	a	distinctive	crested	helmet	and	high-top	boots	over	their	
otherwise	standard	uniform.	Dragoons	could	fight	as	either	infantry	with	
musket	or	cavalry	with	saber	as	the	need	arose	and	were	a	versatile	force.	
the	hand-painted	figurine	is	2-3/4"	tall.

•  JEFF JOHN  •

Dragoon regiments trained both as medium cavalry armed with 
sabers, and at fighting dismounted using the musket. Being 

mounted, they were able to deploy on the battlefield rapidly and 
were a very versatile force. The overall length and construction 
of the standard musket made it unwieldy for use by cavalry yet 
the cavalry carbine was too short and light for dismounted use as 
infantry, so a special musket was designed for the Dragoons.

the	Dragoon	musket	was	a	shortened	
infantry	musket	with	a	heavily	reinforced	
center	band	to	take	the	rigors	of	mounted	
travel	slung.	the	sling	is	for	an	earlier	
French	Charleville	and	is	from	C	&	D	
Jarnagin.
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beginning.
I like several things about 

muzzleloaders, muskets in particular. 
One, the guns are generally across-
the-counter purchases, even here in 
California. They are easier to load, 
shoot and clean than muzzleloading 
rifles. They can also be used with 
buckshot or birdshot if  you’re so 
inclined, and fitting a conventional 
patched roundball often gives much 
better accuracy.

dished comb inlet lined the barrel 
up sufficiently well to shoot a 5-shot 
group of 3-5/8", a little left of center. 
The musket easily reloaded for each 
shot with military-style ammunition.

The trigger isn’t “good” by modern 
standards, and is heavy and creepy, 
but when it lets go, the musket goes 
off. It’s a military arm and military 
arms had heavy pulls to keep the guns 
working safely under hard conditions.

After a ceasefire, I moved the target 
to 50 yards, but the balls drifted left 
far enough to walk to the edge of 
the target frame. A flash-in-the-pan 
occurred at shot nine and ignition 
was restored after brushing and the 
poking the vent. The flintlock-armed 
soldier had much to worry about! It 
must have been fun standing in line 
trying to make your musket work with 
incoming musket balls and artillery 
shells whizzing past you.

Using pre-made paper cartridges 
sped up the loading and made for a 
quite pleasant morning of shooting 
at the range. Recoil was mild in the 
rather heavy arm. Considering I only 
fired about 15 rounds over a couple of 
hours, it wasn’t an expensive morning 
either. Despite using no lube other 
than to pre-season the bore with 
T/C Bore Butter, the musket cleaned 
up quickly with Hoppe’s 9+ Black 
Powder solvent and was no harder 
to load at round 15 than it was at the 

A handcast roundball sold by 
Track of the Wolf, listed as 
.648", is about as close as I can 

come to the 15.98mm (.629") French 
records specify. The weight of Track’s 
ball is 404 grains. The Pedersoli 
bore measured a little tighter than 
advertised at .685" at the muzzle.

I had made a template for the British 
paper cartridge based on dimensions 
given in DeWitt Bailey’s book Small Arms 
of the British Forces In America 1664-
1814. Its shape is a little different than 
the French, but it worked just as well. 
I bought 10 sheets of newsprint at the 
local art store and each sheet delivered 
24 cartridge wrappers. After laying out 
the top sheet in pencil with the template, 
all 10 sheets were cut at once using a 
box knife and a long steel rule. Now that 
I have so many, you poor readers will 
no doubt have to suffer another musket 
story down the line.

French cartridges were glued rather 
than tied and thus easier to make than 
British or American cartridges. I bought 
the cartridge from Avalon Forge and the 
instructions recommend the, Uhu, glue 
stick. Glue one edge, roll the cartridge 

AMMUNITION
paper around the former with the 
roundball at the top, fold and glue the 
top. The original charge was a nominal 
162 grains of musket powder, of which 
25 grains or so would be used to prime. 
Since I wasn’t going to prime from the 
paper cartridge, I dropped 100 grains 
of Swiss Fg powder into my cartridges. 
Dixie Gun Works recommends 85 grains 
of FFg for the Pedersoli .69 Charleville 
and I may try it. It’ll give me something 
else to play with.

Ammunition	for	French	muskets	is	rather	easy	
to	make.	Newsprint,	purchased	at	the	local	
art	store	was	glued	along	the	angled	edge	and	
rolled	around	the	former	from	Avalon	Forge	(the	
former	is	dished	at	the	top	for	a	roundball	and	
rounded	on	the	other	end	for	making	blanks).

FUSil dE dRAGOON mOdèlE AN ix 
mAkER: dAVidE PEdERSOli

ViA ARTiGiANi,
57 25063 GARdONE VAl TROmPiA

BRESCiA, iTAlY
WWW.dAVidE-PEdERSOli.COm
imPORTER: BEAUCHAmP & SON 

FliNTlOCk’S ETC 
P.O. BOx 181  

RiCHmONd, mA 01254
(413) 698-3822

WWW.FliNTlOCkSETC.COm
 ACTiON TYPE: Flintlock smoothbore
 CAliBER: .69
 CAPACiTY: 1
 BARREl lENGTH: 40"
 OVERAll lENGTH: 55-1/4"
 WEiGHT: 10 pounds
 FiNiSH: Polished bright
 SiGHTS: Blade front only
 STOCk: European walnut,  
  oil finished
 PRiCE: $1,250

http://www.fenixlight.com
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A sight for your 
Smith & Wesson

If you own a Smith & Wesson handgun, HiViz 
most likely has a sight to fit it. Whether you 
choose a durable overmolded front sight or 
partner it with a dual-LitePipe rear sight for 
the ultimate three-dot sight system,  you’ll be 
assured of the highest quality and engineering 
that goes into every HiViz sight.  

Take it from one of the leaders in the industry…
“HiViz is one of my best kept shooting secrets! If you see me in  
competition I’ll always have a HiViz sight because it gives you  
a great contrast between the target and the front sight.”
– Jerry Miculek, HiViz Pro Staff, 
Multi-time 3-Gun, IDPA, and  
Sportsman’s Team Challenge National Champion,  
17-time IRC Champion, among others.

1941 Heath Parkway, Suite 1, Fort Collins, CO 80524

www.HIVIZSIGHTS.com
800-589-4315

SW2109 and  
SW1911, both  
available in red or green.

O
U

T
 O

F
 T

H
E

 B
O

X

I said I couldn’t find anything to 
monkey with, but that’s a challenge 
to an ape like me. With a few subtle 
changes, this musket would bear a 
striking resemblance to… But you’ll 
have to wait.

AVAlON FORGE
409 GUN Rd.

BAlTimORE, md 21227 
(410) 242-8431, WWW.AVAlONFORGE.COm

C & d jARNAGiN
113 NORTH FillmORE ST.

CORiNTH, mS 38834
(662) 287-4977, WWW.jARNAGiNCO.COm

dixiE GUN WORkS
P.O. BOx 130

1412 WEST REElFOOT AVE.
UNiON CiTY, TN 38282

(731) 885-0561

TRACk OF THE WOlF, iNC.
18308 jOPliN ST. N.W.
Elk RiVER, mN 55330

(763) 633-2500, WWW.TRACkOFTHEWOlF.COm

this	25-yard	target	was	made	using	
military-style	paper	cartridges.	the	
undersized	ball	went	down	easily,	even	
after	15	shots.	Moving	the	target	out	to	
50	yards	increased	the	size	of	the	group	
substantially	and—more	importantly—
moved	the	balls	off	the	silhouette.	Firing	
into	a	massed	formation,	it	would’ve	still	
meant	a	hit.	the	lock	and	its	inlet	in	the	
wood	(below)	are	well	finished	inside	and	
out.	the	lock	snaps	and	sparks	well.	the	
detachable	flash	pan,	like	many	French	
arms,	is	of	brass.

the	sideplate	is	nicely	inlet	and	the	stock	
has	the	unusual	dished	cheekpiece	as	
per	the	originals.	it	does	make	it	easier	
to	look	down	the	barrel	correctly	and	
doesn’t	smack	your	cheekbone	as	earlier	
Charlevilles	were	known	to	do.

http://www.hivizsights.com
http://www.getgrip.com


2008 Handgun of the Year

SR9c
™

“The SR9c obstinately refused 
to malfunction.”

Patrick Sweeney, 
Guns & Ammo

THE COMPACT

WWW.RUGER.COM/SR9C

2009 Handgun of the Year

2010 Shooting Illustrated 
Handgun of the Year

2010 American Rifleman 
Handgun of the Year

LCP
™ 

“The LCP seems right on target for 
today’s personal protection needs.”

Dennis Adler,
Combat Handguns Magazine

THE ULTRALIGHT AND COMPACT

LCR
™

 

“Rewrites the small-frame 
revolver book.” 
Roy Huntington, 

American Handgunner Magazine

THE REVOLUTIONARY

WWW.RUGER.COM/LCR

2010 Handgun of the Year

Ruger® SR9c™ Pistol
9mm Luger

Ruger® LCR™

.38 SPL+P

Ruger® LCP™ Pistol
.380 Auto

©2010 Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc.

V I S I T  W W W . R U G E R . C O M / S A F E T Y  F O R  L C P ™  R E C A L L  I N F O R M A T I O N
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One company continues to produce American-Made firearms that impress 
and perform at all levels – Ruger® and the award-winning Ruger® Compacts.

WWW.RUGER.COM/LCP

http://www.ruger.com
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Femaru Safe?Q: A WWII vet gave me a .380 ACP 
Femaru Fegyvar and warned me not to 
shoot it. He said the metal “cube” was 
silver soldered to the barrel (the part fits 
a similarly shaped socket in the slide). 
What are their functions?

Since I would be hard pressed to 
afford the $145 Jimenez JA9 you 
mentioned in Q&A last July, I would 
like to carry the Femaru if I could find 
a replacement barrel for $40 or less or 
some other way to make it safe to fire. 
What do you suggest?

Roy Mariner
Shawnee on Delaware, Penn.

A: The Femaru Model 37, which I 
believe is the pistol you’re describing, 
is a simple, blowback-operated pistol 
based on a John Browning design. The 
lug on the front of the barrel serves only 
to prevent the barrel from rotating in 
the slide, since the barrel is held to the 
frame by the four small lugs underneath 
the barrel which mate to similar grooves 
in the frame. Hungarian M1937 pistols 
were very well made, so if you’ve been 
warned not to shoot it, could it have been 
poorly repaired? Since the Model 37 
was discontinued soon after WWII, any 
barrel you find will be used. Barrels are 
usually numbered to the gun, so changing 
it would decrease its collector’s value.

The M37 is collectible to WWII 
enthusiasts and I would consider selling 
or trading it for a more modern pistol. 
Personally, while I enjoy shooting old 
guns—if they are safe to shoot—I would 
only bet my life on one if circumstances 
were dire. I would eliminate the Model 37 
as a carry gun because it has no manual 
safety (although the .32 ACP Femaru 
pistols made for the German Luftwaffe 
in WWII do have manual safeties). The 
only safe way to carry the M37 is with 
the hammer down on an empty chamber 
and the only way to render it safe after 
firing is by dropping the magazine and 
emptying the chamber—not something 
you want to fool with in a self-defense 
scenario.

Since you have a budget of $40 for 
a barrel, and the value of a M37 with 

60-percent original finish is about $175 
retail (according the 31st Edition of 
the Blue Book of Gun Values by S.P. 
Fjestad), you only have to sell your 
Femaru for $100 to be in the ballpark of a 
Jimenez JA380 or Hi-Point CF-380, both 
of which are less expensive than the JA9. 
If your Femaru is in better condition, you 
may be able to trade up to an even nicer 
gun like a Kel-Tec or a Ruger LCP.
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the	Ruger	lCp	would	be	a	much	better	option	
for	self-defense	than	a	WWii-issue	Hungarian	
Femaru	Mod	37	.380	if	only	because	the	Femaru	
is	a	single-action	semi-auto	with	no	manual	
safety.	photo:	Chuck	pittman
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Due to the volume of mail received, 
GUNS cannot offer a personal reply. 
Please e-mail your question to ed@
gunsmagazine.com or snail mail to: 

GUNS Q&A, 12345 World Trade Drive, 
San Diego, CA 92128
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To that group, the .270 was useful 
only as a “pest” cartridge. I can 
distinctly recall Keith using those 
exact words while condemning the 
cartridge. But, O’Connor held true to 
his beliefs, and backed up by his solid 
experiences with the cartridge, he 
continued to use and write about the 
.270 in favorable terms.  

Some 18 years after its introduction, 
O’Connor summed up his thoughts 

on the .270 WCF in his “Arms & 
Ammunition” column, published in 
the December, 1943 issue of Outdoor 
Life. He began the column by writing: 
“Assuming that a cartridge can make 
its way on merit alone, that cartridge is 
the . 270 WCF. In its early years it sat 
in the corner, dressed in sackcloth and 
covered with ashes, while few riflemen 
suspected that underneath it had a 
figger like Miss America, a disposition 

like an angel, and that it could bake 
pies like Mother used to make.”

It is doubtful if  anyone knows 
precisely how many .270-chambered 
rifles O’Connor owned during his 
long career. There were several to be 
sure. He purchased his first one the 
same year Winchester introduced the 
cartridge in 1925. It was a Winchester 
Model 54. He later had the rifle custom 
stocked and fitted with a Lyman 
receiver sight. Needing money to 
pay off  some medical bills, he parted 
company with it, and most of the rest 
of his firearms, during the Depression 
in 1931. 

O’Connor claimed to have shot 
more game with his 2nd .270 than 
any other he owned. Starting with a 
Mauser action, the team of Bill Sukalle 
doing the barrel and other metalwork, 
and Al Linden whittling out the stock, 
completed the rifle in 1937. O’Connor 
went through at least two barrels on 
that rifle and maybe more. He kept the 
old Mauser until 1966, when he gave it 
to a friend.

His 3rd .270 is one I’ve played with 
quite a bit. He bought a new Model 70 
in 1943 in Tucson, Az.. He sent it to Al 
Linden for a custom stock, and he also 
had a Weaver 330 scope mounted on 
the rifle in Stith mounts. He then took 
the rifle on his first Canadian pack 
trip to Alberta and British Columbia 
that same year. Custom makers must 
have worked faster in those days 
than they do today. He took his first 
Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep 
with it, as well as his first mountain 
goat, caribou and moose. O’Connor 
eventually sold the rifle to a friend, 
the late Jim Wilkinson of Rifle Ranch 
fame. Wilkinson was a good friend of 
mine, and he allowed me access to the 
rifle whenever the urge hit me.

O’Connor’s 4th .270 was another 
Mauser Bill Sukalle metalsmithed. Bob 
Owen crafted the stock for the rifle. It 
was finished in 1946, just in time for a 

Tom Turpin

The reason “.270” and “Jack O’Conner” are inextricably linked 
is simple—the cartridge worked exceptionally well for him and 

he used it extensively with great success. From his bully pulpit 
at Outdoor Life magazine, he reported what he had learned. Lots 
of folks fussed and fumed, not the least of which was the bigbore 
school of shooters led by Elmer Keith, continually dropping not so 
subtle hints suggesting O’Connor was disingenuous.

Brad O’Connor, Jack’s 
son and often his hunting 
companion, holding his 
dad’s favorite rifle of all 
time—the one called No. 2. 
Brad now owns the rifle, but 
has it on loan to the Jack 
O’Connor Hunting Heritage 
and Education Center located 
in Lewiston, Idaho. Photo 
Courtesy Bradford O’Connor.
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pack trip to British Columbia. He used 
it on three Stone sheep, as well as a big 
moose and some other critters, during 
that trip. Some years later, O’Connor 
had Biesen restock the rifle, and after 
that, gave it to his son Brad. About 
20 years after receiving it, someone 
managed to steal the rifle from Brad’s 
luggage while enroute to Africa.

The next .270 I’m aware of, I 
believe he bought at Lolo Sporting 
Goods store in Lewiston, Idaho, in 
1953 or thereabouts. It was a standard 
Winchester Model 70. He delivered 
it to Al Biesen who turned the barrel 
down to featherweight dimensions and 

shortened it to 22". He stocked it in a 
very good, but not overly fancy stick 
of French walnut. He scoped it with a 
Stith Kollmorgen 4X scope in Tilden 
mounts. O’Connor was enamored 
with this rifle. With it, he shot all 
sorts of game. He took it to India, 
Iran, Canada, and Africa, as well as 
throughout the western United States. 

O’Connor thought so much of 
this rifle he feared he would shoot the 
barrel out, or some other calamity 
would do it in. He decided to have a 
duplicate made to use for “ordinary” 
applications, reserving this rifle for 
“special” occasions. With this goal in 

Much of O’Connor’s early hunting took place across the Arizona border in the Mexican state of 
Sonora, although, by the time he had this rifle built, he no longer hunted there. Henry Kaufman 
(above, left) took this Coues whitetail with O’Connor’s No. 1 .270 on a hunt in Sonora, Mexico. The 
old rifle performed superbly in Kaufman’s hands as witnessed by Tom. The two favorite rifles ever 
owned by Jack O’Connor were the No. 1 rifle (below, bottom rifle) a standard Winchester Model 70 
O’Connor bought in Idaho. He gave it to Al Biesen who turned the barrel to featherweight contour 
and shortened it to 22". Biesen worked over all the metal, tweaked the feeding, and stocked the 
rifle in a stick of French walnut. It quickly became O’Connor’s favorite rifle. Fearing something 
might happen to it, a few years later, he bought another Model 70 .270 (below, top rifle), this 
time a Featherweight model. He gave this rifle to Biesen for the same treatment as the first. He 
intended it as a backup rifle, but as fate would have it, he liked the second rifle even better than 
the first. O’Connor liked things pretty simple, and his scopes were no exception. Biesen mounted 
a Leupold Mountaineer 4X scope on the No. 2 rifle and the original scope is still on the rifle.
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mind, he purchased a new Winchester 
Model 70 Featherweight model at Erb 
Hardware in Lewiston in 1959. 

He sent it to Al Biesen with 
instructions to basically replicate the 
first rifle. Biesen stocked the Model 
70 in a nice stick of French walnut 
and slicked up the metal. He fitted 
an engraved trap buttplate as well 
as an engraved grip cap. He further 
mounted a Leupold 4X Mountaineer 
scope in Buehler mounts. The finished 
rifle weighed exactly 8 pounds.

Jack was so pleased with this rifle 
that he reversed his original objective, 
and the substitute took over as his 
favorite rifle. These two rifles became 
his esteemed Number 1 and Number 
2 Model 70s. The first rifle, the No. 
1 .270, he sold to his friend Henry 
Kaufman in the 1970s. The No. 2 rifle 
is still in the O’Connor family and is 
presently on loan to the Jack O’Connor 
Hunting Heritage and Education 
Center in Lewiston, Idaho, where it is 
on display. It was his Number 2 rifle 
he took on his last hunt, to Wyoming 
and Montana, in 1977. Jack didn’t fire 
a shot, but had a great time according 
to the other participants. As best I 
can determine, the Number 2 Model 
70 was his final .270, but not his final 
custom rifle.

I’ve not been able to find it, but I 
can vividly recall reading somewhere 
that O’Connor intended to have 
the number 2 rifle buried with him. 
Apparently Al Biesen knew of his 
intent as well, as he told me that he 
took a few .270 cartridges to the 
funeral, intending to drop them in 
the casket to provide the necessary 
ammo for the rifle. When he got to 
the services, however, he found out 
O’Connor was to be cremated, and, as 
he stated, “not wanting to send the old 
boy out with a bang, I kept the rounds 
in my pocket.”

Jack may very well have owned 

other rifles chambered for the .270 
WCF cartridge, and I wouldn’t be 
at all surprised if  he did. The ones 
reported on here are the only ones I 
am aware of. There is no doubt that 
“Mr. 270” was a big admirer and user 
of the cartridge. Truth be known, I 
think he probably thought of the old 
.30-06 as a more versatile cartridge. 
He is reported to have said so privately 
numerous times. He loved the 7x57 
and .375 H&H as well.

But, the renowned number 1 and 
number 2 Model 70s, chambered 
for the .270 and done up right by Al 
Biesen, will forever remain his favorite 
rifles of all time. 

Jack O’cOnnOr Hunting Heritage & 
educatiOn center
5600 Hellsgate rd.

Hellsgate state Park, lewistOn, id 83501
(208) 743-5043, www.Jack-OcOnnOr.Org

While chasing Coues whitetail deer in 
Sonora, Mexico, Henry Kaufman filled his tag 
on Javelina with the old No. 1 rifle as well.

When O’Connor sent in the second Model 
70 for a work over, Al Biesen had a few 
sets of engraved trap buttplates and grip 
caps acquired from Germany. He fitted one 
set to the No. 2 rifle. O’Connor liked steel 
buttplates on his rifles and most standard 
caliber rifles were so equipped.
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REAR SIGHT ASSEMBLIES

*All tactical rifl es come with chromed bolt carrier group, two (2) 30-round magazines and choice of one rear 
sight from those pictured (rear sight availability subject to change without notice). No substitutions or upgrades 
available as part of this promotion.
Shipping is within the contiguous United States. Additional shipping charges apply to shipments outside the 
contiguous U.S. For those in states which may restrict the possession of Modern Sporting Rifl es based on certain 
features, compliant models may be available (dependent on applicable laws and RRA policies/practices). COD fees 
are not covered under free shipping offer. No other offers apply. Not valid with any coupons, specials or discounts. 
Offers good while supplies last.

A2 Carry Handle
#AR0052CASY
A2 Carry HandleTactical Carry Handle

#AR0125ASSY
Dominator2 EOTech Mount 

#AR0125FASSY
Stand Alone Rear Sight

#AR3305ASY

VISIT  US  AT  www.rockriverarms.com   FOR  MORE  INFORMATION,  OR  
CONTACT  YOUR  LOCAL  ROCK  RIVER  ARMS  DEALER  TO  PLACE  AN  ORDER!

featurING  a  SPECIALLY-MADE  
RRA  Half  Quad  Handguard  

WITH  FULL-LENGTH  TOP  RAIL

featurING  a  SPECIALLY-MADE  
RRA  WRAP-AROUND  

Half  Quad  Handguard

featurING  a  SPECIALLY-MADE  
CAR  Quad  RAIL  Handguard

ELITE  OPERATOR  2 / 5.56 MM  (.223)
#BB2522 / 16  IN  Barrel

$1515 retail / $1000$1000

ENTRY  OPERATOR  2 / 5.56 MM  (.223)
#BB2502 / 16  IN  Barrel

$1535 retail / $1000

TACTICAL  
OPERATOR  2 / 5.56 MM  (.223)
#BB2512 / 16  IN  Barrel

$1520 retail / $1000$1520 retail / $1000

TACTICAL  
OPERATOR  2 / 5.56 MM  (.223)
#BB2512 / 16  IN  Barrel

$1520 retail / $1000$1520 retail / 

TACTICAL  PACKAGES  INCLUDE  ONE  OF  THE  
FOLLOWING  REAR  SIGHT  ASSEMBLIES

http://www.rockriverarms.com


Although it comes standard with 
a 10-round magazine which fits flush 
with the bottom of the grip frame, a 
second magazine holding 17 rounds 
is also provided. This latter magazine 
may be used as is or a magazine 
adapter slides over the magazine 

covering the exposed part below 
the grip frame and basically giving 
the same feel as the SR9 grip frame. 
Ruger also provides a finger extension 
magazine floorplate to replace the one 
on the 10-round magazine to provide 
a rest for the little finger. Combined 

John Taffin     Photos: Joseph R. Novelozo

To come up with the SR9c, Ruger basically shortened the barrel 
of the SR9 to 3.5" and also shortened the grip frame itself by at 

least one finger, so the smallest finger on the shooting hand now 
rides under the grip instead of in front of it. I always found the 
SR9 to be fairly comfortable to shoot and I expected some of that 
comfort to be lost with the smaller grip frame, but it wasn’t and this 
little compact 9mm is both easy and comfortable to shoot. 
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The sights are designed for a smooth draw 
and easy reholster. Of the 3-dot variety, the 
rear is adjustable for windage and elevation 
and the front can be drifted to adjust 
windage. The knife (below) is a Benchmade 
Bone Collector.
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HANDGUN Of tHe YEAR: 
THE RUGER 

SR9c

THE SHOOTING INDUSTRY 
ACADEMY Of ExCEllENCE 
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with these magazines Ruger also provides an ambidextrous 
magazine release which works easily and positively.

The frame of the SR9c is flat black glass-filled nylon 
with checkering and a slight thumbrest molded into both 
panels and, to further enhance a secure hold, molded in 
stippling is found on the frontstrap. The backstrap is also 
stippled (actually instead of the backstrap it is a backstrap 
insert, which can be easily reversed to change the contour 

to please the individual shooter). For use of a light there is 
an abbreviated Picatinny rail in front of the triggerguard 
with one slot. 

The frame also contains an ambidextrous small thumb 
safety. Other external safety features include a cocking 
indicator at the back of the slide, a loaded chamber 
indicator on top of the slide, a trigger safety in the center 
of the trigger which prevents firing unless it is pressed, and 
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Ruger’s Compact 9mm is one of the neatest little pistols 
you can find, so what can we possibly do to improve 
it? It can’t be fitted with ivory grips and I doubt anyone 

would want to engrave one, but there is one very worthwhile 
accessory which will definitely add to its usefulness: the Insight 
Technology X2 Sub-Compact Laser. 

There are many lasers on the market. Some replace the factory 
grip, others snap on behind the grip frame, some even replace 
the guide rod on self-loading pistols. At the same time there are 
several brands of flashlights which attach to a rail. What is unique 
about the X2 is the fact it is both a laser and a flashlight together 

in a very small package weighing just over 1-1/2 ounces with 
battery installed. It is housed in a 2.4"x1.4"x1.9" polymer housing 
which is both water and chemical resistant. 

The Ruger SR9c has a compact accessory rail underneath 
the slide to accept the X2 which mates up perfectly and the X2 
is exceptionally easy to both install and remove. To me, this 
makes it extremely useful as it can be carried in a pocket and 
installed in less time than it takes to tell about it. Even though 
it goes on so naturally as it slides on the rail the spring-loaded 
latch bar locks it solidly into place. The reverse is also true as it 
is just as easily removed so the weapon can be re-holstered. I 
have seen some units which locked into place but were a bear 
to install and remove while others which operated easily did 
not lock up solidly; the Insight Technology X2 performed both 
tasks perfectly.

The X2 has a peak output of 40+ lumens from its Xenon bulb 
and, powered by a 3V CR2 battery, has a continuous running 
time of 30 minutes. To operate the X2 there is an ambidextrous 
switch easily reached by the trigger finger or finger on the 
offhand. Pressing up on the right side or down on the left side 
results in a Momentary On mode which is both a light and a red 
laser; reversing the operation results in a Constant On mode. 
Sighting in the red laser is easily accomplished using the tiny 
Allen wrench provided. With a retail price of $299.99, call it 
$300 even, the X2 is an exceptionally practical accessory for 
the Ruger SR9c.

The Insight X2 light/laser combo 
is just the right size for compact 
pistols such as the Ruger SR9c.

insigHt tecHnOlOgy
9 akira way, lOndOnderry, nH 03053

(877) 744-4802, www.insigHttecHnOlOgy.cOm

INSIGHT TECHNOLOGy X2 LASER

The slide holds open after the 
last shot and barrel lockup is 
provided by a lug on the chamber 
end of the barrel, which tilts 
down dramatically as the barrel 
is pulled out of battery.



there is also a magazine disconnect 
which prevents the SR9c from firing 
without the magazine inserted. 
Shooters have been discussing and 
cussing this feature for decades and I 
don’t imagine that is about to change 
in the near future.

The model tested is actually a 
KSR9c with the “K” designating a 
stainless steel slide. It is also offered 
with a black steel slide called a BSR9c. 
The stainless steel slide features slanted 
grooves on both sides in front of the 
rear sight and behind the front sight to 
aid in easy working of the slide. Some 
pistols have slides which are relatively 
difficult to work, however I find the 
SR9c easily operated. When the slide 
is retracted you find the barrel angled 
slightly up with a built-in collar 

around the barrel which assists in a 
positive lock up in the firing position. 

Ruger describes the SR9c as “…
of the improved striker-fired type 
that utilizes a tilting barrel design in 
which the barrel and slide are locked 
together at the moment of firing. The 
internal striker is partially cocked by 
the closing action of the slide. Pulling 
the trigger fully to the rear completes 
the cocking of the striker, releases the 
internal striker block and disengages 
the internal trigger safety. The last bit 

of trigger pull fires the pistol. After 
firing, the barrel and slide recoil to the 
rear a short distance while still locked 
together. After this initial movement, 
the barrel is cammed downward from 
its locked position, permitting full 
recoil of the slide and extraction and 
ejection of the spent cartridge case. 
Upon return of the slide to its forward 
position by the recoil spring the barrel 
is cammed back upward into its locked 
position in the slide.” 

Sights on the SR9c are absolutely 
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BEAuTy IS…
Fully realizing beauty is in the eye of the beholder I have to 

say when Ruger set about to design their first 9mm semi-
automatic pistol function definitely pushed form out of 

the picture. The P85 Ruger 9mm, to my eye at least, has no 
aesthetically pleasing qualities whatsoever. However, the beauty 
is definitely found in the function. It didn’t take me long to realize 
the P85 not only shot well it fed absolutely everything flawlessly. 
I never tried it but I wouldn’t be surprised to find it would feed 
empty cases. Some early writers complained it wasn’t all that 
accurate, however I shot a perfect score in a local combat match 
with targets from 3 yards out to 50 yards. What else could I want 
as far as accuracy in a defensive pistol? I carried mine for 10 
years in my Bronco.

Not only does the P85 have the look of an ugly stepsister, it 
is also an overly large pistol. Ruger used the basic platform of 
the P85 to build later models in .40 S&W and .45 ACP, with the 
latter large enough to be the most comfortable shooting .45 at 
the time. All through the 1990s Ruger worked on downsizing the 
“P” pistols. Then after the turn of the century Ruger designers 
took a different track and the result was the totally new Model 
345 chambered in .45 ACP. Gone was the width and girth of the 
“P” pistols with the result being a very comfortable to carry .45. 
Mine is above my pillow in the headboard as I sleep each night. 
The next step for Ruger was the SR9 9mm, also very comfortable 
to carry, with no excess girth and a magazine capacity of 17 
rounds. 

However, Ruger did not stop there and the latest is the SR9c, 
the compact version of the SR9. All the time Ruger has been 
working on this new lineup of centerfire semi-automatic pistols 
they have managed to maintain the same utter reliability of that 
early P85 while at the same time producing a very attractive 
pistol.

Ruger’s latest 9mm Model SR9c (left) compared to Ruger’s first 9mm 
Ruger, the P85. John believes the older model had no aesthetically 
pleasing qualities, but was dependable and accurate, which is more 
important. The newer and more streamlined SR9c is just as reliable and 
accurate and much more pleasing to the eye.

ksr9c
maker: sturm, ruger & cO.

411 sunaPee st.
newPOrt, nH 03773

(603) 865-2442, www.ruger.cOm
 actiOn tyPe: Locked breech, 
  semi-auto
 caliber: 9mm
 caPacity: 10+1
 barrel lengtH: 3-1/2"
 Overall lengtH: 6-3/4"
 weigHt: 23-1/2 ounces
 finisH: Stainless steel slide
 sigHts: Melted 3-dot 
  combat style
 griPs: Integral molded 
 Price: $525

The SR9c is a very reliable, 
lightweight, compact 9mm 
pistol with ambidextrous 
safety and mag release.



superb. Both the front and rear sight 
are set in a dovetail allowing windage 
correction while the rear sight is screw 
adjustable for elevation. The front side 
is a forward tapered post with a white 
dot, while the rear sight has a white 
dot on each side of a square notch. 
This all combines to give an excellent, 
easy to see sight picture. The rear sight 
assembly itself  is tapered and rounded 
on both sides to the center eliminating 
all sharp edges. Trigger pull on my test 
gun measures right at 7-1/2 pounds 
but feels lighter to me. 

The Ruger SR9c was test-fired 
with 11 different types of factory 
9mm ammunition in both jacketed 
hollowpoint and full metal jacket 
versions and weights from 90 grains 
to 147 grains. Everything tried fed 
flawlessly with no stoppages or hiccups. 
Test-firing was done indoors at an 
across the room distance of 7 yards, 
and of the 11 loads tested with 5-shot 
groups, six groups measured 1", three 
groups less, and only two groups were 
larger than 1". Complete test results 
are in the accompanying chart. 

Over the past 25 years we have seen 
tremendous development in semi-
automatic pistols and especially so in 
the double action polymer style. There 
are many excellent models available 
and I would rank the Ruger SR9c 
right at the top. I would not hesitate 
to use it as a carry pistol. 

Editor’s note: The Ruger SR9c has 
been named the Shooting Industry 
Academy of Excellence “Handgun of 
the Year.” The award is voted on by the 
Academy’s 500 dealers, distributors and 
manufacturers to honor outstanding 
achievements in product design and 
service to the industry.
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9mm factOry ammO PerfOrmance
 lOad  velOcity  grOuP size
 (brand, bullet weigHt, tyPe) (fPs) (incHes)
 black Hills 115 JHP  1,142    1 
 black Hills 147 JHP  908    1 
 cci blazer 124 JsP 999    5/8 
 cci blazer 124 tmJ 1,013    2 
 federal 115 Hi-sHOk JHP  1,095    1 
 federal 124 fmJ  1,015    1 
 HOrnady 90 XtP-JHP 1,293    1 
 HOrnady 115 XtP-JHP 1,105   1-1/2 
 HOrnady 124 XtP-JHP 1,044   3/4 
 remingtOn 147 JHP  912    7/8 
 sPeer 147 gOld dOt JHP 840   1 

Notes: Groups the product of 5 shots at 7 yards. 
Chronograph screens set at 10' from muzzle.

These are typical targets shot at 7 yards with 
the Ruger SR9c (above). It proved utterly 
reliable with all loads tried. The Ruger SR9c 
(below, top gun) is much smaller than its big 
brother the SR9.

http://www.scopemounts.com
http://www.sinclairintl.com
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Whatever you want to do, it’s 
definitely scary spending serious 
money on an activity that, by its very 
definition, is an uncertain search. The 
natural tendency is to spend as little as 
possible, but in hunting you really do 
get what you pay for. 

Let’s say you decide to hunt elk, a 
common dream among deer hunters 
east of the Mississippi. Like almost 
every elk-dreamer, you want a big bull, 
with at least six tines on each antler. 
So you start reading advertisements in 
hunting magazines and Googling the 
Internet, and find elk hunts can run 
from $3,500 up to more than $10,000. 
The photos in every ad and website 
show happy hunters with 6-point 
bulls. Why the difference in price?

Most of the difference lies in how 
many 6-point bulls the outfitter finds 

a $3,500 Forest Service hunt, but the 
odds are better of getting a weeklong 
horseback ride. There’s nothing wrong 
with that; in fact many aspiring elk 
hunters want a wilderness horseback 
ride, along with sleeping in a wall tent. 
But you can go on several $3,500 elk 
hunts without ever seeing a 6-point 
bull.

The odds of a 6-point are a lot 
better on a $6,000 elk hunt, and for 
$10,000 you’ll be able to pick and 
choose among 6-point bulls. Most 
higher-priced elk hunts are on private 
land. You’ll stay in a nice lodge rather 
than a tent, and ride in pickups rather 
than on horses.

For that kind of money, Africa is 
a really good deal. For $6,000 you’ll 
be able to hunt four to six animals 
on the same hunt, including kudu, 
the African equivalent of elk. All will 
be mature to exceptional trophies, 
because there are a lot more animals 
in Africa than the Rocky Mountains. 
You’ll also stay in a nice lodge and 
ride around in pickups, because labor 
is a lot cheaper in Africa.

So why do more hunters want to 
hunt elk than kudu? Africa is foreign, 
and a really long plane ride away. Also, 
as a friend of mine admitted, “I don’t 

for his clients. Each year only about 
250,000 elk are taken in all of North 
America, half the number of whitetails 
taken yearly in Pennsylvania. In any 
elk population, less than 5 percent 
are mature bulls, so only about 10,000 
6-point bulls are taken each year. About 
1 million hunters go after elk each year, 
so obviously the odds are against any 
single hunter taking a 6-point.

The cheapest guided elk hunts take 
place on Forest Service land open 
to public hunting, so the outfitter’s 
clients are competing against dozens 
of unguided hunters. Six-point bulls 
are at least 4 years old, and a really 
big one 6 to 10 years old. Few bull elk 
grow old on public land, because the 
average hunter is after the first legal 
bull they can find. 

You might get a 6-point bull elk on 

John Barsness

Usually you hunt around home, but a few years ago decided 
to start saving money for a guided hunt somewhere. Maybe 

you’ve always wanted to hunt elk or kudu. You might even dream 
of hunting several animals on the same trip, whether in Alaska or 
Africa. Or perhaps your dreams (and means) are more modest. 
You’d be satisfied with a Wyoming pronghorn hunt, or you just 
want to hunt the same whitetail deer you hunt around home, but 
want a really big buck. 

Even if a wilderness hunt starts at a 
lodge, you’ll often end up hunting out 
of a spike camp, with few amenities. 
This is a bear camp in Alaska.
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know what those animals are.” 
It’s also impossible to bring the 

meat back home from an African 
hunt. Elk meat is generally very good, 
and a couple hundred pounds is a nice 
bonus to a hunt—even though today’s 
airlines do their darnedest to make 
bringing elk meat back from Colorado 
almost as impossible as bringing kudu 
meat back from Africa.

So after deciding what you want 
to hunt, the first step in booking a 
guided hunt is deciding how much 
you can spend. If  you’re absolutely 
set on hunting elk, then you may want 
to save more money. If  not, there 
are cheaper animals. Many Eastern 
hunters who’ve longed for the wide-
spaces of the West go after pronghorn. 
A good pronghorn hunt in Montana 
or Wyoming usually costs less than 
$1,500, and while it won’t involve a 
wilderness horseback ride, it will be 
very different than hunting whitetails 
in Pennsylvania. You can also hunt 
mule deer for $3,500 and have a good 
chance at taking a nice buck, or even 
combine pronghorn and mule deer. 

Hogs
Wild pigs are the best deal going 

right now. Texas is full of ranches that 
want to trim their pork populations, 
offering hunts for even less than 
a pronghorn in Wyoming. They’ll 
put you up, with that famous Texas 
hospitality, and you can shoot several 
pigs. One can be a trophy boar, but 
after that it makes more sense to 
shoot eating-size pigs. Many people 
think wild pigs taste even better than 
domestic pigs.

How to find a good outfitter? The 
very best way is by word of mouth. 
If  a friend has hunted mule deer in 
Wyoming, ask him for the name of 
his outfitter, especially of he’s hunted 
with the same outfitter more than 
once. You should still ask the outfitter 
for references from other clients. The 
folks who got nice deer will naturally 
be happy, so also ask for references 
from clients who didn’t get anything. 
If  they still had a good time and saw 
plenty of game, then the outfitter is a 
good one.

The second best way is to use a 
booking agent, though here you must 
still be careful. I know a guy who 
woke up one day and decided to start 
booking African safaris, even though 
he’d never been to Africa. Really good 
booking agents either have hunted 
with their outfitters themselves, 
or know several people who have. 
(Like many hunting writers, I have 
sometimes served as an experimental 
hunter for booking agents.)

Booking agents can also help with 
your travel to and from the hunt. There 

are even travel agents who specialize 
in hunting travel. They not only 
book your plane ticket, hotels, etc., 
but provide specialized knowledge 
for traveling in certain areas, and 
help if  something goes wrong. For 
instance, my wife and I hunted in 
Namibia for kudu and other African 
“plains game” a decade ago. On our 
way back our plane was delayed in 

Johannesburg, South Africa, throwing 
all our connections out of whack. 
We called our agent, Gracy Travel 
International, a company specializing 
in foreign hunting travel. It was the 
4th of July, yet a Gracy agent fixed 
everything within half  an hour. Gracy 
can also arrange to have somebody 
meet you at a foreign airport, such as 
Johannesburg, and walk you through 

A) If you’re not up for horseback riding and wall tents, a ranch hunt in the West will be a good 
choice. you’ll sleep in a real bed, and get around in pickup trucks.  B1 & B2) Most South African 
hunts are from fairly luxurious lodges, and the lodge may even overlook the country you’ll be 
hunting. C) Part of what you pay for in a guided hunt is care of your game. This includes getting it 
out of the woods, and any skinning including caping for taxidermy.

A

C

B1 B2
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not, because something else could 
also come up in your life. I’ve insured 
$10,000 hunts for $300, with highly 
reputable firms. Buy the insurance 
when you make the down payment.

Probably the worst way to book a 
hunt is at a big sporting goods show. 
There will be lines of booths full of 
outfitters and booking agents, all 
with many photos of happy clients, 
but without time to check out their 
references you shouldn’t be placing a 
down payment. 

Shows are, however, a good place 
to actually meet outfitters and, 
often, their top guides. Much of the 
enjoyment of a hunt is social, so it 

the sometimes nightmarish South 
African gun registration process.

You might also subscribe to The 
Hunting Report, a newsletter for 
hunters who travel. It includes reports 
from people who’ve hunted with 
different outfitters, plus helpful hints 
on everything from airline problems 
to license applications.  

The normal procedure on any 
outfitted hunt is to make a down 
payment, with the rest of the money 
due when you show up for the hunt, or 
shortly before. This is a business deal, 
and business deals sometimes go sour. 
Occasionally a hunter has shown up 
for his long-awaited adventure to find 

the outfitter has absconded with his 
money.

Outfitters who’ve been in the 
business for a long time probably 
won’t do this, though I do know of 
one veteran Montana outfitter who, 
halfway through deer season, suddenly 
decided to take off  for Nashville to 
become a country-western star. He 
was 42 and obviously the victim of 
a mid-life crisis. He didn’t inform his 
clients of his crisis, so they flew to 
Montana anyway—and never saw 
their money again. 

The solution is to buy trip insurance. 
This is relatively cheap, and a good 
idea for any trip, whether hunting or 

I’ve used all of these companies 
for various hunting trips. Gracy 
Travel doesn’t book hunts, instead 

specializing in travel for hunters, 
especially in Africa. Along with travel 
arrangements, they’ll also send you a 
packet of suggestions for international 
travel, including immunization shots. 
This is useful because most American 
physicians insist you need anti-malaria 
medicine wherever you hunt in Africa. 

This isn’t necessarily true, partly because 
most African hunting takes place during 
their winter when mosquitoes aren’t 
around, and partly because not all of 
Africa is malarial.

Atcheson and Ameri-Cana are 
family companies, with more than one 
generation in the business. They are 
also hunting families, whose members 
have traveled all over North America and 
the world. They know their stuff.

BOOKING AGENTS ameri-cana eXPeditiOns inc.
6007-104 street nw

edmOntOn, alberta, canada
t6H 2k6

(780) 469-0579, www.ameri-cana.cOm

gracy travel internatiOnal, inc.
6865 camP bullis rd.
san antOniO, tX 78256

(800) 299-8558, www.graytravel.cOm

Jack atcHesOn & sOns, inc.
3210 Ottawa st., butte, mt 59701

(406) 782-2382, www.atcHesOn.cOm

www.norma.cc
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helps if  your guide isn’t just competent 
but sociable. I was once stuck in a tent 
in Alaska for several rainy days with 
a guide whose conversational skills 
were limited to, “Want another cup of 
coffee?” 

Shows are also a good place to 
compare several outfitters, though 
this can have its pitfalls. Prospective 
clients often ask about an outfitter’s 
“success rate,” the percentage of 
his customers who get the animal 
they’re after. An elk outfitter I know 
says this often turns in to a game of 
liar’s poker. If  one outfitter claims 65 
percent, the next outfitter will say 70 
percent. Neither number has any basis 
in reality, since it varies from year 
to year depending on weather, that 
year’s clients and pure hunting luck. 
If  you go to a show, talk to outfitters 
and bring home their brochures, but 
don’t book until you’ve done more 
research.

Most outfitters will provide a list of 
what to bring on the hunt. It’s a 
good idea to follow this, though 

if you bring everything a typical Alaskan 
outfitter suggests, they’ll still complain 
that you brought too much. Space is 
at a premium on any wilderness hunt, 
because the travel often involves small 
planes or horse-packing. 

Most people bring way too much on 
an African hunt. It’s a tradition in Africa 
for the lodge or camp staff to wash your 
clothes every day, so you only need 
two to three changes. You’ll need more 
clothes for the travel to and from Africa 
than when actually hunting, but at most 
four changes will do. 

Most wilderness lodges and even 
many tent camps have electrical 
generators, so you can recharge camera 
batteries. In Africa, Europe or other 
destinations such as New Zealand, you’ll 
probably need an outlet adapter.

Many people suggest bringing a rifle 
in a fairly standard chambering, so you 
can buy ammo if yours is somehow 
lost during travel. Some outfitters even 
have extra ammo in camp. However, 
I’ve traveled all over the world with 
rifles chambered for some uncommon 
cartridges (occasionally even wildcats) 
and never had a problem. Also, in a 
few places you may not be able to buy 
ammo of any kind, but if you don’t 
have a yearning to hunt with a .270 
Weatherby Magnum or  9.3x62 Mauser, 
ammunition for the .270 Winchester, 
.30-06, .300 Winchester Magnum and 

.375 H&H is indeed available almost 
anywhere, along with 12-gauge shells.

I prefer to travel with a take-down 
gun case, even if my rifle or shotgun 
isn’t a take-down. It’s easy to take the 
stock off a bolt-action rifle and put it 
back on again. The smaller case saves 
space, and hassle in airports, taxis and 
small planes. One feature just about 
essential in a firearms case is wheels on 
one end. 

What to 
Bring

Most traveling hunters take too much stuff, 
especially to Africa. This is all the luggage 
Barsness took for a 3-week hunt in South 
Africa: a take-down rifle case, a small duffle 
bag with four changes of clothes, and a 
carry-on daypack with cameras, binocular 
and other small items.

One way to save money is with 
cancellation hunts. Every year some 
hunting clients cancel trips. You can go 
on these hunts for as little as half-price, 
because the outfitter must still pay his 
guides and cook even during an empty 
week. I’ve made cancellation hunts for 
mule deer and moose with an outfitter 
in Alberta, and saved thousands of 
dollars. 

The big problem with cancellation 
hunts is, of course, being able to go 
on short notice. As a freelance writer 
my schedule is often flexible, and I 
only live a long day’s drive from that 
Alberta outfitter, but making last-
minute airline arrangements can negate 
some of the savings of a cancellation 
hunt. Plus, most people aren’t willing 
to take a chance on such a hunt unless 
they already know the outfitter or 
booking agent. The last couple of 
years, however, have been a good time 
for cancellation hunts.

Wild pigs are about the cheapest outfitted hunt 
going now. They’re both abundant and tasty. Some 
hunters just want to book a hunt where they can 
take a really nice whitetail. Florida hunter Jim 
Conley took this good buck on a guided hunt in 
eastern Montana.

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM 55



http://www.mauser.net


The other part of the equation is 
you. The two complaints most guides 
have about their hunters are that they 
can’t shoot, and they’re not in shape. 
Even if  you can’t get to the range very 
often, practice with an air rifle. Even 
dry-firing helps a lot. Stay away from 
benchrests, and instead practice from 
hunting positions, whether offhand, 
shooting off  sticks, or lying down 
shooting over a pack.

Being in suitable shape is partly 
a matter of age. Some hunts are far 
more physical than others. Last fall 
I went grizzly hunting in Alaska. 
This isn’t as tough as a typical Dall 
sheep hunt, but it still involved a lot 
of hiking with 35 pounds of rifle and 
pack on my back.  I was just short of 
my 57th birthday, but I stay active 
year-round and am used to hiking 
rough country, so survived hunting 
with a 22-year-old guide. I also camp 
a lot, so had no problem staying in a 
tiny unheated tent, eating freeze-dried 
food, and going without a shower for 
a week or more.

Some people aren’t up for all 
that, and even a horseback elk hunt 
will eventually involve some hiking, 
usually at high elevations. Riding a 
horse also isn’t like riding in a pickup. 
If  you haven’t been on a horse before, 

of South Africa it will be fairly level 
walking. I’ve been on back-country 
hunts with people who shouldn’t have 
been there, and they were miserable. 
Some even got injured, so be honest 
with yourself, because the entire point 
of a guided hunt is to have a good 
time. If you choose the right hunt and 
the right outfitter, you will. 

riding involves muscles you’ve rarely 
used. And horses don’t have heaters.

If you’re not up for tents, horses 
or creek-water sponge baths, think 
about a ranch hunt, whether in North 
America or Africa. You’ll sleep in a 
real bed instead of a sleeping bag, and 
while there will be some walking, on 
the plains of Wyoming or the bushveld 

Caribou provide a real wilderness 
experience, combined with great fishing, 
at a price about like a really good elk 
hunt. In much of Canada you can also 
take two caribou, along with other 
species such as black bear and wolves.
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However, there is a paradox to my 
shooting with these handguns. Their 
wartime ammunition carried full metal-
jacketed (FMJ) bullets as decreed by 
the Geneva Convention. The paradox 
arises because I am almost exclusively 
a cast bullet shooter in regards to all 
handguns. I can’t see any sense in firing 
away expensive jacketed bullets when 
lead alloy ones can serve the same 
purpose at a fraction of the cost—
especially if the shooter is willing to 
pour them himself. 

So over these past few years I’ve 
devoted time and energy to working 
up accurate shooting and perfect 
functioning cast bullet handloads 
for the following WWII handgun 
cartridges: Soviet 7.62x25mm Tokarev, 
French 7.65mm Long, Japanese 
8mm Nambu, British .380 Revolver, 
German 9mm Parabellum, American 
.45 Auto, and British .455 Webley. Of 
no less than 17 handguns chambered 
for these cartridges I’ve only failed 

The seven cartridges for World War II handguns Duke loads with cast bullets include (from left) 
the Soviet 7.62x25mm, French 7.65mm Long, Japanese 8mm Nambu, 9mm Luger (many nations), 
British .380 Revolver, uS .45 ACP and British .455 Webley. 

The six cast bullet designs allowing Duke to handload 17 World War II handguns include (from 
left) RCBS 32-84RN, RCBS 08-110RN, Lyman 356242, Lyman 358430, Lyman 452374 and Redding/
SAECO 955. 
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Mike “Duke” Venturino
Photos: Yvonne Venturino

In building my shooting 
collection of World War II 

firearms I’ve accumulated most 
of the handguns considered 
“standard issue” by the major 
combatant nations. They range 
from a rather small and graceful 
French Model 1935A 7.65mm 
Long semi-auto to the huge and 
ungainly British .455 Webley 
Mark VI revolver. 

The seven military cartridges for WWII handguns were all originally loaded with FMJ bullets, 
including (from left) the Soviet 7.62x25mm, French 7.65mm Long, Japanese 8mm Nambu, 9mm 
Luger, British .380 Revolver, uS .45 ACP and British .455 Webley. 
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to come up with a good cast bullet 
load for one—and surprisingly it is a 
revolver. More on that shortly.  

If  military bullet weights and 
ballistics are approximated odds are 
better that the handloads’ points 
of impact will coincide with the 
handguns’ points of aim. You see, 
without permanent alteration to these 
collectible handguns their sights’ 
adjustability range from zero with the 
Smith & Wesson revolvers to good 
with a few of the semi-autos. Here’s 
an example of the differences. My 
Canadian Inglis/Browning P35 has 
a dovetailed front sight so different 
blade heights can be installed to adjust 
elevation and the blade can be drifted 

laterally for windage adjustment. 
Conversely, my FN/Browning P35 
has a staked in front sight that is not 
adjustable at all.

World War II military handgun 
cartridges vary considerably. The 
Brits bought into the heavy bullet at 
very low velocity concept. Their .455 
Webley load used a 265-grain bullet 
at 620 fps and their Enfield No. 2 
.380 Revolver load had a 178-grain 
bullet at 600 fps. Conversely the 
Soviets thought lightweight, speedy 
handgun bullets were better. They 
loaded their 7.62x25mm Tokarev 
ammo with 86-grain bullets at 1,500 
fps. In diameter, World War II 
handgun bullets ranged from .307" 

for the 7.62x25mm to .455" for the big 
Webley. 

In regards to picking cast bullet 
alloys the nominal velocities of these 
cartridges have much bearing. For my 
shooting, if  the cartridge’s velocity 
falls under about 1,000 fps, then I 
use 1-20 tin-to-lead alloy which has a 
Brinell Hardness Number (BHN) of 
10. Over 1,000 fps then I use linotype 
with a BHN of about 22. Please 
note, however, I’m not saying these 
are necessarily the optimum choices. 
For me they are the most convenient 
because I always keep a large supply of 
both those blends on hand. Likewise 
I only use one lube—the SPG brand 
because it also works great for black 

The 17 World War II handguns for which Duke 
has been developing cast bullet handloads 
include (from left, top to bottom) Soviet TT33 
7.62x25mm, French Model 1935A 7.65mm 
Long, Japanese Type 14 8mm Nambu, German 
P08 (Luger) 9mm; (2nd row, top to bottom) 

German P38 9mm, FN/Browning P35 9mm, 
Canadian Inglis/Browning P35 9mm, Canadian 
Inglis/Browning P35 9mm with shoulder stock 
(Chinese contract); (3rd row, top to bottom) 
British Enfield No. 2 .380 Revolver, S&W Victory 
Model .380 Revolver (British issue), uS Colt 

1917 .45 ACP, uS S&W Model 1917 .45 ACP; 
(4th row, from top to bottom) uS Colt 1911 .45 
ACP, uS Colt 1911A1 .45 ACP, S&W (Canadian) 
2nd Model Hand Ejector .455 Webley, British 
Webley Mk VI .455, uS Model 1911A1 (new 
manufacture).



powder loading. And my choices of 
cast bullet sizing diameter are likewise 
narrow—from barrel groove diameter 
to .001" over that. 

World War II handgun case shapes 
and styles were also all over the map 
and these factors affect how the 
handloading must be done. The Soviets 
and Japanese liked rimless bottleneck 
cases. The Soviet Tokarev case 
dimensionally was merely a copy of the 
old 7.63 Mauser case design and can 
actually be handloaded with dies and 
brass for the Mauser round. Conversely 
the Japanese 8mm Nambu doesn’t 
match any other case before or since. In 
fact the proper RCBS shell holder for 
it fits no other cartridge. Naturally the 
British revolver cases are rimmed but 
the American’s adapted their rimless 
.45 Auto case to also fit revolvers by 
means of 3-round “half-moon” clips 
stamped of spring steel. The 9mm 
Parabellum is a straight, rimless case 
but the French 7.65mm Long case is 
straight and semi-rimmed. 

Case shapes are also important 
factors because of  the type of  crimp 
that must be applied—and surely a 
crimp of  some sort is necessary with 
all these cartridges. With the semi-
auto pistol rounds the bullet must 
be locked in place, otherwise it could 
be pushed back into the case as the 
cartridge is fed from magazine, up the 
feed ramp and into the chamber. 

When that happens pressures 
skyrocket. That I found out over 30 
years back when a 9mm case wall 
blew out for just that reason. With 
the revolvers an uncrimped bullet 
will move in the opposite direction 
during recoil, which I discovered 
over 40 years ago when a 225-grain 

Cartridge: 7.62x25mm 
Tokarev

Gun: Russian TT33, 4.63" barrel
This is the only one of the 17 WWII 

handguns shown I don’t actually own. 
It belongs to my friend and gunsmith 
Tom Sargis. With 1986-dated Romanian 
military surplus ammo this pistol gave an 
honest 1,501 fps. I load it with 84-grain 
RCBS 32-085RN bullets sized to .311" 
over 6.0 grains of Unique in Starline 
brass. Functioning is perfect and velocity 
is 1,452 fps. Close enough!

Cartridge: 7.65mm long 
Gun: French 1935A, 4.33" barrel

This is my most recent WWII handgun 
purchase, bought more because one just 
like it was my very first handgun than 
because of its historical significance. A 
32-round box of French military surplus 
ammo dated 1953 was purchased also 
so it could be checked for velocity. That’s 
a joke: not one single round of it would 
fire.  Only Bertram of Australia makes 
ready-to-load brass for this caliber. The 
same RCBS 84-grain, .311" roundnose 
used with the Tokarev is loaded over 
3.0 grains of Titegroup. Functioning is 
perfect and velocity is 890 fps. 

Cartridge: 8mm Nambu
Gun: Japanese Type 14, 4.61" barrel
In the past I swore I would never 

spend my hard-earned gun’riter bucks on 
such an odd looking pistol but now I’m 
glad I did. It functions perfectly, shoots 
accurately, and always gets me some 
attention when I unholster it in front of 
other shooters. Unfortunately, since Japan 
was the only nation to use this cartridge 
I can’t find any military surplus ammo 
to test-fire to set a standard. Nor are 
factory loads available. Various sources 
say military loads were rated at “about” 
1,000 fps with 110-grain bullets. To my 
great joy RCBS makes a special order, 
double-cavity mould 8mm-110-NAMBU. 
Bullets from mine drop at 106 grains of 
linotype and measure .324". I size them to 
.323" and load them in HDS headstamped 
brass (made by Starline) over 3.5 grains 
of Titegroup. The chronograph said my 
load hits 999 fps. 

Cartridge: .380 Revolver
Guns: British Enfield No. 2, 5" barrel; S&W 

Victory Model, 5" barrel
This is one WWII handgun cartridge 

for which I have not been able to find a 
bullet close to the original military one 
in weight. Also, both my revolvers so 
chambered shoot to the sights with a 
200-grain bullet. So my load uses Lyman 
358430 over 1.7 grains of Titegroup, 
again in Starline brass. That bullet falls 
from the mould at .359", so all that 
running it through a .360" sizing die does 
is put lube on it. From the little Enfield 
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Duke’s cast bullet load for the British .380 
Revolver cartridge as fired in a Smith & 
Wesson K-frame Victory Model groups like 
this at 25 yards. 

Duke feels if his cast bullet handloads for 
WWII cartridges and handguns group about 
like this at 25 yards they are perfectly 
suitable for his purposes. 

Duke’s set up for casting handgun bullets 
includes the RCBS Pro-Melt furnace. Note the 
multiple cavity moulds at right.
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No. 2 velocity is about 610 fps and from 
the S&W it is 15 fps more. Both of those 
revolvers are delightful plinkers with such 
mild loads but this sure seems like a silly 
excuse for a military handgun cartridge. 

Cartridge: 9mm 
Parabellum

Guns: Inglis/Browning P35, 4.72" barrel; 
FN/Browning P35 4.72" barrel; P08 Luger 

(Mauser), 4" Barrel; P38 (Mauser)  
5" barrel

Of all my WWII handguns these 
9mms most rival the big 1911 autos in 
my heart’s affections and the Browning-
designed P35s are my favorites. The 
German P08 and P38 occasionally 
fail to feed or eject with my cast bullet 
handloads. The P35s have never once 
failed to function. My bullet for them is 
Lyman 356242, a 120-grain roundnose 
that comes from the mould at .357" and 
run through a sizing die of the same 
diameter. Lyman only makes this design 
available in a 2-cavity version but if they 
ever offer it in a 4-cavity mould I want 
the first one. The ammo I used to set a 
standard is headstamped FC88, which is 
Federal and made for NATO. From these 
five handguns it chronographed from 
a low of 1,120 fps (Luger) to a high of 
1,190 fps (P38). With the 120-grain cast 
bullet a charge of 4.4 grains of W231 hits 
from 1,120 to 1,160 fps—again close 
enough! I don’t bother segregating my 
9mm brass by headstamp. 

Cartridge: .45 ACP
Guns: Colt 1911, 5" barrel (made: 1918); 
Colt 1911A1, 5" barrel (made: 1944); Colt 

1911A1, 5" barrel (early 20th century 
mfg.); Colt Model 1917, 5-1/2" barrel; S&W 

Model 1917, 5-1/2" barrel
If I could only pick one of my WWII 

handguns it would be one of the 1911s. 
I also shoot the Colt 1917 well in single 
action mode. In double action I would have 
trouble hitting a barn with it. The S&W 
Model 1917 has been my single failure 
to date to get adequate performance with 
cast bullet handloads. It merely tumbles 
every cast bullet I’ve fired through it—
and believe me I know lots of tricks and 
techniques to make cast bullets shoot 
well. I started handloading the .45 ACP 
in 1968 with a 1-cavity Lyman mould 
for bullet 452374, dropping 225-grain 
roundnoses. That mould has now been 
replaced with a 4-cavity one of the same 
number but its bullets only weigh 220 
grains. They are sized .452". At a gun 
show I picked up some US military 
surplus .45 Auto headstamped WCC66. 
It chronographs 825 to 850 fps from all 
the above handguns except the S&W 
1917. For some reason probably related 
to why it won’t shoot cast bullets it 
clocks about 100 fps less than the other 
.45s. Regardless, a charge of 5.4 grains 
of W231 essentially duplicates military 

cast roundnose fell out the front of 
my S&W Model 1917’s cylinder and 
bounced off  my toe. 

The British revolver rounds can 
receive a standard roll crimp. The 
same is true with the bottlenecked 
semi-auto Soviet and Japanese cases. 
Actually a roll crimp could also be 
used with the French semi-rimmed 
case without impairing functioning. 
Rimless 9mm Parabellum and .45 
Auto rounds should be taper-crimped, 
although in the case of  the latter 
caliber a roll crimp could be used if 
the rounds were only going to be fired 
in a revolver.  Because I use a set of 
.32 Auto dies for reloading the French 
7.65mm Long and they contain a 
taper-crimp seating die, that’s how 
bullets are secured in that caliber. 

One factor all WWII handgun 
cartridges have in common is they 
are of modest capacity, essentially 
meaning they are short. The Soviet/
Tokarev case is only .97" in length and 
it’s about the longest. At the other 
end are the British revolver cartridges 
at .75" and .76" for the .455 Webley 
and .380 Revolver respectively. This 
factor is important in regards to 
powders used. Because of the limited 
capacity only the faster burning pistol 
propellants have application. Such 
range from Bullseye to Unique. Those 
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HOrnady
P.O. bOX 1848

grand island, ne 68802
(308) 382-1390, www.HOrnady.cOm

HuntingtOn die sPecialties
601 OrO dam blvd
OrOville, ca 95965

(530) 534-1210, www.HuntingtOns.cOm

lyman
475 smitH st.

middletOwn, ct 06457
(860) 632-2020, www.lymanPrOducts.cOm

rcbs
605 OrO dam blvd, OrOville, ca 95965

(800) 553-5000, www.rcbs.cOm

redding relOading equiPment
1089 starr rd.

cOrtland, ny 13045
(607) 753-3331

www.redding-relOading.cOm
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sedalia, mO 65301
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two plus Titegroup and W231 are 
what I use. 

For this article I’m going to limit 
myself  only to bullets cast by myself  
using Lyman, Redding-SAECO and 
RCBS moulds. (For the non-caster 
various commercial bullet makers can 
supply similar ones that will work just 
as well.) For an accuracy standard I 
feel if  all of these 17 handguns will 
group bullets into about 3" at 25 yards 
then they are suitable. They may have 
been very serious handguns in their day 
but for me they are only recreational 
shooters. When time allows and I 
head down to my steel target range for 
some fun shooting, a variety of the 
above handguns are likely to be with 
me. Usually the ammo for them carry 
cast bullet as described herein.

ballistics. As with 9mm I don’t segregate 
my .45 Auto brass.

Cartridge: .455 Webley
Guns: Webley Mk VI, 6" Barrel; S&W Hand 

Ejector No. 2, 6-1/2" barrel
Along the lines of the Brits’ .380 

Revolver round, the .455 Webley pretty 
much follows down the “pitiful excuse for 
a military revolver cartridge” path. Why 
they figured such a big caliber needed 
such a small case is a mystery. Anyway, 
Hornady now makes brand new brass for 
it and even a factory load. From my two 
.455s that load gives right at 600 fps, give 
or take a few fps. RCBS makes a special 
order mould 455-265 Webley that is even 
hollowbase as were original bullets. It 
drops a 260-grain conical shaped bullet, 
but as with all hollowbase or hollowpoint 
designs it is very slow to cast. To fill 
the gap, I’ve turned to Redding-Saeco’s 
mould 955, nominally for a 255-grain 
roundnose/flatpoint (RN/FP) intended 
for the .45 Colt. From my 1-20 tin-to-
lead alloy it drops from the mould at 454" 
and is sized the same.  Weighing 264 
grains, it prints to the sights in both my 
.455s. Because this bullet seats deeper 
than the RCBS one the powder charge 
is reduced to 3.0 grains of Bullseye. The 
chronograph says it is moving at 620 to 
630 fps from both my .455s. 
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If a WWII handgun has a dovetailed front sight 
such as the Inglis/Browning P35 at left it is 
much easier to sight in than the staked front 
sight on the FN/Browning P35 at right. 

http://www.mtmcase-gard.com


Originally developed by Bill Alexander of Alexander Arms, 

the 6.5 Grendel® is an extremely effi cient cartridge that 

takes full advantage of the AR-15 platform. An outstanding 

mid to long range performer, the 6.5 Grendel® is excellent 

for long range competition, and is equally suited for 

hunting thin skinned game such as deer, coyotes and 

other varmints.

 

The NEW Hornady® 123 gr A-MAX® bullet was purpose 

built to provide the best possible performance from the 

6.5 Grendel® chamber. Featuring a sleek ogive and ultra-

effi cient boattail design, this new bullet delivers a wind 

defying .510 BC that provides fl at trajectories and match 

winning accuracy. 

 

Carefully developed in the Hornady Ballistic Laboratory 

to maximize performance in the gas operated AR-15 plat-

form, the Hornady® 6.5 Grendel® load provides accuracy, 

and consistent and reliable functioning at normal pressure 

levels already established for common AR confi gurations.

 

A phenomenally accurate cartridge that extends the reach 

of the AR-15 – the 6.5 Grendel® from Hornady.

THE PERFECT COMPLEMENT TO 
THE MODERN SPORTING RIFLE.

from Hornady®®

®

hornady.comACCURATE. DEADLY. DEPENDABLE.®

24” Test BBL MUZZLE 100 yds 200 yds 300 yds 400 yds 500 yds

Velocity 2580 2410 2246 2089 1938 1795

Trajectory -1.5 2.2 0.0 -9.1 -26.3 -52.7

http://www.hornady.com
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Boyt Harness
Fine, well-tanned leather has unique 

appeal, and Boyt Harness has 100 years of 
experience making great sporting leather 
goods. From cartridge holders to gun 
cases, they’ve got something for every 
budget. Boyt Harness, 220 S. Main St., 
Osceola, IA 50213 (800) 550-2698.

www.boytharness.com

SHE Safari
For her: The outdoor ladies in your 

life will love this fitted, stylish SHE Safari 
Zip Jacket featuring warm, breathable 
Wind Armor fleece. Available in khaki, 
light olive and dark olive, it’s fashionable, 
functional and toasty. SHE Outdoor 
Apparel, 15535 W. Hardy Ste #102, 
Houston, TX 77060, (281) 448-4860.

www.shesafari.com

Ranger UP
For him: Our pals at Ranger UP had GUNS readers in mind when 

they designed this Second Amendment T with full wrap-around front and 
back graphics—and a message we like to share. Since it’s winter, you 
could also get him a warm Unapologetically American hoodie too! Use 
Promo Code gunsxmas2010 and get free USPS Priority Mail shipping. 
Ranger UP, (919) 682-1475.

www.rangerup.com

sOmetHing fOr every sHOOting sPOrtsman.
•  John Connor  •

Still got some gaping holes in your 
Christmas gift list? Not to worry; we’ve 

got you covered. Here’s a buncha slick 
selections for all your friends and loved 
ones—that is, as long as they love guns 

and the outdoors like we do. If they don’t, 
maybe the right gift will get ’em headed 
down the right path! Otherwise, give the 
guys ugly, skinny ties and the ladies get 
fuzzy purple slippers, all size XL, OK?

http://www.rangerup.com
http://www.shesafari.com
http://www.boytharness.com
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NovaTac’s
Built of the same tough materials and to the same military 

standards as their tactical lights, NovaTac’s compact Classic 
is a general-duty flashlight with three brightness levels 
and a disorienting or rescue strobe feature, which runs on 
economical AA batteries. It’ll brighten your giftee’s smile. 
NovaTac, Inc., 300 Carlsbad Village Dr. Suite 108A-100, 
Carlsbad, CA 92008, (760) 431-7370.

www.novatac.com

Spyderco
Spyderco’s fixed-blade Temperance 2 and 

folding lock-blade Sage are destined to be classics, 
featuring fine full-flat grinds and premium steels. The 
Temperance’s handle scales are bead-blasted canvas 
Micarta, and the Sage’s are twill-woven carbon fiber. 
They’ve got the strength and elegance to be “working 
heirlooms”—and fantastic gifts. Spyderco, P.O. Box 
800, Golden, CO 80402, (800) 525-7770.

www.spyderco.com

Crooked Horn Outfitters
Every hunter and hiker needs a set of these innovative 

BackPack Trail Lights from Crooked Horn Outfitters. They 
clip to suspenders, vests and packstraps, and the bright, 
adjustable-angle LED’s can be aimed to light ahead of you 
and the ground just in front of you or (tree-stand users 
take note) one lighting your hands, and the other lighting 
your feet! They even come with two extra slide-in battery 
trays, so change-outs are quick and easy. A pair and two 
battery trays come in each pack. Crooked Horn Outfitters, 
26315 Trotter Dr., Tehachapi, CA 93561, (661) 822-3635.

www.crookedhorn.com

Butler Creek
This one’s for your pistol-collectin’ pal with 

the permanently lacerated thumbs: the UpLULA 
Universal Pistol Magazine Loader stuffs single-
stack and double-stack mags in most pistol 
calibers from virtually all pistol models—and 
does it without clumsy inserts, spacers, or teensy 
parts to bounce away and lose. A great piece of 
gear! Butler Creek, (800) 423-3537.

www.butlercreek.com

Bushnell
The award-winning original 

BackTrack made GPS easy; the new 
BackTrack Point Five makes it even 
easier, allowing you to designate five 
location points, push a button and get 
your compass direction back, distance, 
and North bearing. Plus, it adds several 
features including time, temperature, 
altitude, longitude and latitude and 
more, all on a bright, backlit LED 
screen. Bushnell, 9200 Cody, Overland 
Park, KS 66214, (800) 423-3537.

www.bushnell.com

Brownells
Brownells Leather Gun Mat is kinda like you: it just gets 

better-lookin’ with age and use—right? And nothing makes a 
better work surface than full-grain cowhide, glazed on the top 
surface to resist oils and solvents, and left rough on the bottom 
for traction. Give just one per pal per lifetime, ’cause that’s how 
long it will last. Brownells, 200 S. Front St., Montezuma, IA 
50171, (800) 741-0015.

www.brownells.com

http://www.spyderco.com
http://www.brownells.com
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http://www.novatac.com
http://www.bushnell.com
http://www.butlercreek.com


The extreme-duty, extended-range LRS tactical rifl escope, by Millett. Massively built 
with a one-piece 35mm tube and 56mm objective, the LRS delivers superior brightness 
and outstanding repeatable accuracy with the largest long-range weapons, including those 
chambered for the 50 BMG and 338 Lapua. Precision controls with 140 MOA adjustment.

•  Huge 56mm objective for a wider 
fi eld of view and brighter image. 

•  Massive, super-strong 35mm tube 
improves reliability and resolution.

 FOR MARKSMEN CALLED TO  

SOMETHING 
BIGGER. 

L O N G  R A N G E  S C O P E

Magnifi cation: 6-25x
Objective Diameter.: 56mm
Eye Relief: 3”+
Tube Diameter: 35mm
Optics: Fully Multi-Coated
Reticle: Glass-Etched Mil-DotBar www.millettsights.com
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Brownells
This recommendation was so easy—all I had to do 

was ask myself what I’d like for Christmas: a Magna-Tip 
Super Set of gunsmithing-quality screwdrivers from 
Brownells. Sets come in three ascending sizes—shown 
is the do-it-all 58-bit Master Super Set Plus, a truly 
great gift for any gunner! Brownells, 200 S. Front St., 
Montezuma, IA 50171, (800) 741-0015.

www.brownells.com

SOG Knives
Here are some sure his-and-hers winners: SOG Knives’ new 

compact Micro ToolClip, featuring a blade, two screwdrivers, a file, 
and spring-loaded pliers that will cleanly cut paper and wire, and grip 
nuts and screws. Just 3 ounces and 3.75" long, it clips on a pocket 
or sits inside. SOG Specialty Knives & Tools LLC, 6521 212th St. 
Southwest, Lynnwood, WA 98036, (888) 405-6433.

www.sogknives.com

WrenTech Industries LLC
For your smoothbore-shootin’ buddy who complains his bead 

sight has gotten smaller, fuzzier and further away over the years: the 
ATS Universal Shotgun Sight fits most 12-gauge shotguns with non-
ribbed barrels between .840" and .890", provides a bright, easy-
focus pyramid image, and even comes with five different color insert 
choices for both front and rear sights. Three-gun match shooters use 
’em and win with ’em too. WrenTech Industries LLC, P.O. Box 510, 7 
Avenida Vista Grande B-7, Santa Fe, NM 87508, (310) 316-6413.

www.advantagetactical.com

http://www.sogknives.com
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www.TaurusUSA.com

FREE one-year NRA membership with 
the purchase of any new Taurus fi rearm.

Shotguns aren’t supposed to be small.  And small revolvers aren’t supposed to 

deliver devastating firepower. The new Taurus Judge Public Defender combines 

the best of both worlds with .410 GA 2.5” shotshells or .45 Colt ammunition in 

a scaled down version of the popular Taurus Judge that can travel with you.

5 Rounds. Your Choice.
Load any combination 

of .410 GA 2.5” shotshells 

or .45 Colt for versatile 

personal protection. 

http://www.taurususa.com


•  DAVID CODREA  •
RIGHTS WATCH

GoinG to the DoGs in Bali

“Rabid dogs roam holiday 
hotspot, kill at least 78,” the 
Associated Press headline 

reads. 
We’re told “the government [is] 

overwhelmed,” that there are “more 
than 30,000 dog bites reported in just 
the first half  of this year across Bali.” 

We’re told “rabies kills some 55,000 
people annually—mostly children—
with nearly 60 percent of those deaths 
from dog bites in Asia.”

We’re told there’s an additional 
cultural complication, that “in the 
traditional Balinese faith people believe 
that dogs will take them to heaven.”

Or, judging by the agonizing 
symptoms of death from rabies, to 
hell. So what about people who don’t 
share in the superstitions? We know 
the government can do nothing to 
protect them. Are there no citizen 
counterparts to emulate Atticus Finch 
(the protagonist lawyer who shot the 
rabid dog in To Kill a Mockingbird) or 
Travis Coates (the boy who put down 
“Old Yeller”)?

Not in Bali. Gun Owners of 
America’s John Velleco recounts the 
story of Australian businessman Chris 
Packer, whose friend “former America’s 
Cup winner, Sir Peter Blake, was shot 
and killed by pirates who boarded his 
vessel at the mouth of the Amazon 
River in 2001,” and who wanted to be 
able to protect himself from a similar 
fate aboard his own boat:

“In 2004, Packer was in the midst 
of an around-the-world tour when 
his yacht was boarded by government 
officials at a port in Bali, Indonesia. 
On board were two pump-action 
shotguns, a rifle, two pistols and an 
inoperable antique firearm.

“Indonesian authorities 
contemplated the charge of ‘gun 
running,’ a capital offense.”

And in Gun Ownership and Human 
Rights, authors David B. Kopel, Paul 

Gallant and Joanne D. Eisen tell us of 
a much larger threat to human life and 
liberty than rabid dogs and pirates:

“[I]n East Timor, it was the 
Indonesian military’s state-owned 
arms that were used for ethnic 
cleansing. As Charles Scheiner, 
National Coordinator for the East 
Timor Action Network, pointed out: 
‘The guns used by the Indonesian 
military to kill 200,000 East Timorese 
civilians were almost all “legal” … [but] 
the line between legality and illegality 
is irrelevant to the victims….’”

Even the globalist “gun control” 
advocacy website GunPolicy.org 
admits Indonesian gun laws are 
“restrictive,” that “licences are 
granted for private possession only to 
individuals who have reached a high-
level position within their occupation, 
whether civilian, civil servants, or those 
serving in the military or police,” and 
that “the maximum penalty for illicit 
possession of firearms is 20 years to life 
imprisonment or the death penalty.”

Yet in spite of this, “the prevalence 
of illicit craft, or ‘home-made’ 
firearm manufacture is reported to 
be moderate” and “reports suggest 
the level of firearm and ammunition 
smuggling in Indonesia is high.”

So what more do the anti-gun 
advocates demand?

“In 2009, Indonesia voted to begin 
negotiations towards a legally binding 
[United Nations] Arms Trade Treaty.”

That won’t, of course, stop the 
killing. But if  it’s ultimately enacted, 
it should make an easier time of it for 
rabid dogs, pirates and agents of state 
repression and brutality.

Visit David Codrea’s online journal 
“The War on Guns” at 

waronguns.blogspot.com 
or visit DavidCodrea.com to read 

his Examiner column.
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see it all

The GUNS Magazine Product 
Index links you automatically 

to every company advertising or 
written about in GUNS, American 
Handgunner, American COP and 
Shooting Industry. It’s a simple, 
convenient way to find the goodies 
even if  it was in an older issue! Go 
to www.gunsmagazine.com and 
click on Product Index.

WheRetoshoot.oRG 
listinGs  

oveRhaUleD

NSSF recently completed a 
6-month project to expand 

and update the database that fuels 
the website www.wheretoshoot.
org. Hundreds of new places 
to shoot have been added and 
thousands of listing updates have 
been made. WhereToShoot.org, a 
free service, has seen more than 
375,000 unique visitors during 

the first half  of 2010. The site 
is particularly helpful to new 
participants to the shooting sports 
as well as active participants who 
have moved to a new location. 
Visitors simply enter their state, 
area code or zip code and a list 
of places to shoot is created. 
Searches can be further narrowed 
by selecting which shooting 
discipline you are interested in. 
If  you own a shooting range or if  
you’ve recently changed locations, 
NSSF encourages you to enter or 
update your range information 
free of charge.—Courtesy NSSF

WinChesteR’s  
2nD-Best  

QUaRteR eveR

Olin Corp. (NYSE:OLN), maker 
of Winchester ammunition, 

reported its Winchester division 
achieved the highest 2nd-quarter 
segment earnings in its history and 
the 2nd-best quarterly earnings 
ever. The quarter was driven by 
strong sales to commercial, military 

and law enforcement customers. 
Winchester’s 2nd-quarter segment 
earnings were $21.1 million, up 
from $19.1 million in the 2nd 
quarter of 2009.—Courtesy NSSF

1st QUaRteR  
exCise tax 

The latest report of Firearms 
and Ammunition Excise 

Tax Collections released by the 
Department of the Treasury 
indicates firearm and ammunition 
manufacturers paid $101.7 million 
in excise taxes in the first calendar 
quarter of 2010, down 7.38 percent 
over the same time period reported 
in 2009. The report, which covers 
the time period of Jan. 1 through 
March 31, shows $31.3 million 
was collected in taxes for pistols 
and revolvers, $31.4 million for 
firearms (other) long guns and 
$38.9 million for ammunition 
(shells and cartridges). Compared 
to the same time period in 2009, 
collections were down 5.19 
percent for pistols and revolvers, 
down 19.32 percent for firearms 
(other) long guns and up 3 percent 
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The Bidding Starts Now.® GunBroker.com® is the world’s largest, most popular online 
firearms auction, with hundreds of thousands of firearms and accessories up for auction every 
day, with more added all the time. Looking for a rifle? You’ll find hunting rifles, tactical 
rifles, target rifles, plinkers, all calibers, all styles, wood stocks, synthetics...your dream rifle 
is here, at www.GunBroker.com.
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for ammunition (shells and 
cartridges).—Courtesy NSSF

tRUCkeRs, GUn 
oWneRs Unite

The Owner Operator 
Independent Drivers 

Association reports it has joined 
with the Calguns Foundation, 
the NRA, the Folsom Shooting 
Club and two individual truckers 
to challenge California’s soon-
to-be-implemented ban on the 
interstate shipment of  handgun 
ammunition to California. 
The law will criminalize the 

delivery and transfer of  handgun 
ammunition not done in face-to-
face transactions. A lawsuit, filed 
in Sacramento’s Eastern District 
Federal Court, alleges these 
provisions of  the law violate the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Authorization Act, which 
prohibits states and local 
municipalities from interfering 
with carriers’ rates, routes or 
services.—Courtesy NSSF

GoveRnoR Fails

Law-abiding gun owners 
throughout Massachusetts 

scored a major victory as 
Gov. Deval Patrick’s 1-gun-a-
month bill failed to pass as the 
Massachusetts Legislature ended 
formal sessions for the year under 
the watchful eye of  the Gun 
Owners Action League (GOAL). 
The Governor’s Lawful Citizens 
Imprisonment Act (H.4102) never 
came out of  the House Ways and 
Means Committee for a vote 
due to the hard work of  firearms 
retailers, law-abiding gun owners 
and GOAL. The lawful gun 
owners of  Massachusetts should 
be very proud of  a job well done, 
especially considering H.4102 was 
a top priority of  their governor. 
—Courtesy NSSF
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valoR in 
aFGhanistan 

When duty calls, Cpl. Rory 
MacEachern fires back with 

precision, and for his efforts in  
support of International Security 
Assistance Force operations he was 
awarded for valor in a ceremony at 
Camp Leatherneck, Afghanistan, 
last July 30.

MacEachern, a military 
policeman with Combat Logistics 
Battalion 6, 1st Marine Logistics 
Group (Forward), was presented 
with the Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal with Combat 
Distinguishing Device by his 
commanding officer, Maj. William 
Stophel.

During combat logistics patrols 
ranging from March through 
May, the North Attleboro, Mass., 
native, distinguished himself  
through superior performance as 
a machine gunner.

On one occasion while serving as 
a Mark II .50 BMG machine gun 
operator, MacEachern’s convoy 
came under heavy small arms 
and rocket propelled grenade fire. 
Due to his vigilance, he was able 
to identify the enemy fighter and 
after engaging with his crew-served 
weapon, the threat was eliminated.

On yet another instance, 
MacEachern proved himself  just 
as effective when equipped with a 
MK-19 Grenade Launcher. 

While providing security during 
the evacuation of a wounded 
comrade, the convoy came under 
indirect fire. Amid the chaos of 
sustained enemy fire, the calm and 
collected MacEachern was able to 
eliminate two enemy grenadiers 
and a mortar team while displaying 
expert precision with his designated 
weapon, actions which allowed the 
convoy to safely exit the danger 
area and continue with its mission.

Though he may have been the 
one pulling the trigger, the humble 
Marine made it clear the actions 
for which he was awarded for were 
the result of nothing more than 
team effort. 

“At one point, Lance Cpl. 
[Anthony] Johnson was actually 
pointing out the threats for  
me, directing my fire,” said 
MacEachern. “We worked together 
to move our truck into position, 
and once I was able to positively 
identify the enemy, I engaged.”

MacEachern noted that one of 
the logistics patrols was moving a 
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Spyderco consistently delivers safe, 
reliable high-performance. 
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bit slower than usual, but enemy 
threat was low and little more than 
an improvised explosive devise or 
two were expected. 

Regardless, the gunner and 
his team remained aware of 
their surroundings and acted 
appropriately. 

Alpha Company’s First Sgt. 
James Gillespie would have 
expected nothing less from a 
Marine of MacEachern’s stature. 

Corporal Rory MacEachern, a military 
policeman with Combat Logistics Battalion 
6, 1st Marine Logistics Group (Forward), is 
congratulated by his commanding officer, 
Maj. William Stophel, upon being awarded 
the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement 
Medal with Combat Distinguishing Device 
last July 30. During combat logistics 
patrols ranging from March through 
May, the North Attleboro, Mass., native, 
distinguished himself through superior 
performance as a machine gunner. Photo: 
Sgt. Justin J. Shemanski

“He’s an outstanding young 
Marine and was our choice for being 
combat meritoriously promoted to 
his current rank,” said Gillespie, a 
native of Stafford, Virginia. 

“Being able to make those 
kinds of decisions; the correct 
decisions, in this environment says 
a lot about him,” said Gillespie. 
“Someone else in his position 
could have hesitated for too long 
or just opened fire without taking 
everything into consideration first, 
but being the experienced gunner 
he is, he did an outstanding job.”

While MacEachern realizes the 
meaning behind receiving the small 
bronze “V” pinned to the orange 
and green ribbon of his new medal, 
he said he and his fellow Marines 
did exactly what others would have 
done in their shoes.

“It’s just one of those, ‘right place, 
at the right time’ kind of things,” he 
said. “For me, today is just another 
day in Afghanistan.”—Sgt. Justin 
J. Shemanski , 1st Marine Logistics 
Group (FWD) 
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CW9093
The Kahr CW series (available in 9mm,
.40 S&W and .45 ACP) has the combina-
tion of features that makes it the best
Concealed Carry Pistol in the market. 
It has the ideal combination of stopping
power and shooting comfort, and is smaller,
slimmer and lighter than competitive brands.
Its smooth double-action trigger reduces
flinch, improving shot placement, and is safer.
In stressful situations, fine motor control is
impaired contributing to the possibility of acci-
dental discharge with traditional single-action
triggers found on many semi-autos and
revolvers. The CW Series’ natural point of aim and low-felt recoil
make them the ideal guns to shoot and carry.

With the introduction of new manufacturing processes in the production of the
CW series, the Kahr pistol represents an unrivaled value.

® KAHR ARMS: 130 Goddard Memorial Drive, Worcester, MA 01603
Sales Support & Service: 508-795-3919 Websites: www.kahr.com / www.kahrshop.com

Made with Pride
in the U.S.A.

CW4043

CW4543

http://www.kahr.com
http://www.lasermax.com


FiRst shots at Boy 
sCoUts JaMBoRee

The Boy Scouts are celebrating 
their 100th anniversary this 

year and are currently hosting a 
record-breaking Jamboree at Fort 
AP Hill in Virginia. Thousands 
of scouts are learning about 
firearm safety and taking their 
first shots at the event, which has 
drawn huge crowds with more 
than 38,000 scouts in attendance 
along with thousands of volunteer 
adult leaders It has also attracted 
a new shooting range called 
Camp Thunder, sponsored by the 
National Rifle Association and 
the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, where more than 
700 scouts are given a chance 
to try sporting clays each day. 
—Courtesy NSSF

MoRe than 1,500 
yoUths CoMPete

The Scholastic Clay Target 
Program’s 2010 National 

Championships attracted more 
than 1,500 young shooters to the 
World Shooting and Recreation 
Complex in Sparta, Ill., last July 
21-24. Overall, 28 states were 
represented with Illinois leading 
with 317 shooters, followed by 
Tennessee with 289 shooters. “I 
have never seen so many wonderful 
young ladies and gentlemen 
gather together in one place. The 
sportsmanship displayed by the 
shooters and coaches is an example 
of what the SCTP Program has 
always been about,” said Interim 
Executive Director Russ Arnold. 
—Courtesy NSSF

no RiGht to 
Ban hanDGUns

According to a Rasmussen 
Reports poll last July 1 

national telephone survey, 67 
percent of Americans say city 
governments do not have the right 
to prevent citizens from owning 
handguns. Support for stricter 
gun-control laws also has fallen 
to its lowest level in several years 
(www.rasmussenreports.com). 
—Courtesy NSSF
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Thermold
Design & Development

Quality Polymer Rifle Magazines and Accessories

Time-Tested Quality and Reliability

• AR-15 Platform Rifles                        • AK-47 Platform Rifles
• Ruger Mini 14, Mini 30 Rifles                    • FN-FAL .308 Rifles
• M-14 Rifles              (Both Metric and Standard)
• H&K 91 Rifles                         • Glock Pistol Magazines 

Contact us at 678-353-3292
www.thermoldmagazines.com

Thermold.indd   1 6/17/10   3:51:57 PM

catalog #32

Mail: PO Box 299 West Hurley Ny 12491 — or — 226 Williams Lane, Kingston Ny 12401
Order Toll-Free: 866-686-7424 • Toll-Free Fax: 877-GUNPART • Web: GunPartsCorp.com

The only source that you’ll ever need for current, 
obsolete and military gun parts, gunsmith supplies, 
military surplus and shooting accessories.

Our new, two-volume Catalog #32 features our 
1,180 page Reference Guide and our 352 
page Accessory Catalog.
Order your catalog NOW!
Our latest edition features more than 180,000 
individual items, over 650 schematic drawings  
and parts lists, and a store brand name to  
original manufacturer cross-reference.
We carry products for hundreds of  
manufacturers including:
•  Heckler & Koch • Colt • High Standard 
• Ruger • Marlin • Mauser • Mossberg 
• Remington • Savage • SigArms • Glock 
• Uberti • AMT • Benelli  

U.S. Orders: Shipped bulk mail. Shipping charges included. Foreign Orders: Shipped air 
mail (30 day delivery) or surface (90 day delivery). Shipping charges additional.

ITEM#TP-32  
ONLY $22.95!  

(for the set)

Order @www.GunPartsCorp.com to receive a 
$5.00 rebate on your 1st web order!

http://www.thermoldmagazines.com
http://www.gunpartscorp.com
http://www.tichbourneknives.com
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ThE GuN RiGhTS WAR
David Codrea

Anyone who has been a long-term 
advocate for the right to keep and 

bear arms knows the name of the late 
Neal Knox, described alternatively as 
“a dark force within NRA” (The New 
York Times) and “the evil genius at 
NRA” (Ted Kennedy), or, if  you’re 
like me and give honor and credit 
where due, “the conscience of the gun 
rights movement” (Gun Week) and 
“a hero—no, the hero—of the 20th 
century gun-rights movement” (Tanya 
Metaksa, former Executive Director, 
NRA-ILA).

Widely recognized as “the architect 
of the modern NRA,” Knox was a 
prolific writer for newspapers and 
periodicals, including GUNS Magazine 
and its competitors, and a savvy 
strategist and organizer, heading both 
NRA’s lobbying arm, the Institute for 
Legislative Action and The Firearms 
Coalition.

The Gun Rights War is a compilation 
of key essays written by Knox 
throughout his long career. The book 
is divided into seven sections, covering 
his credentials as a gun authority, his 
principles-based political strategy, the 
culture war divide between those who 
demand control and those who trust, 
how the gun issue works at the political 
level (no one understood this better), 
why the “Gun Lobby” is not any 
one organization but the grassroots 
citizen activist, “Dark Passages,” 
including Waco and Ruby Ridge, and 
culminating in “An 
Uncertain Trumpet,” 
detailing the need for 
gun owners to monitor 
and input NRA’s 
internal politics, again, 
something Knox knew 
from  experience better 
than anyone.

Compiled and 
annotated by his son 
Chris, The Gun Rights 
War is as much a 
labor of love as it is a 
collection of wisdom, 
wit, encyclopedic 
knowledge, bare-
knuckles realities and a 
template for achieving 
political and cultural 
success.

I don’t believe it’s hyperbole to 
say any gun owner, especially one 
who became involved in the issue 
after Knox’s passing in 2005, is 
inadequately prepared for the fight if  
he has not studied the lessons from 
the master contained in this invaluable 
collection.

ThE GuN RiGhTS WAR By neal knox 
eDiteD By ChRis knox

©2009, isBn-10: 0976863308,
isBn-13: 978-0976863304

MaCFaRlane PRess
P.o. Box 84015

Phoenix, aZ  85071
WWW.theGUnRiGhtsWaR.CoM

the BonD aRMs  
taCtiCal kniFe

Sam Fadala

Unless you’ve been dozing in the 
cabbage patch the last decade 

or so, you know that everything 
from Aunt Clara’s bloomers to your 
wristwatch has turned tactical. 

Tactical means military, or in many 
cases, pseudo-military along with self-
defense. Tactical/self-defense holds 
up well as an idea because it involves 
“heady on-the-spot thinking” plus 
adroit planning in any theater of 
operation from a long hike to a fishing 
hole to 10 days in the wilderness with 
a .30-30. Tactical/self-defense stuff  
is tough. It has to be because it’s 
designed to take hard knocks without 
failure. 

Bond Arms teamed up with Buck 
Knives to produce the Signature 
handheld tactical/self-defense blade 
of pocket size dimension. Made in 
the USA, the Bond Signature knife 
features a very sharp 1-hand opening 
blade. Simply stick your thumb in 

the oval-shaped hole 
residing high on 
the upper back of 
the blade and flick. 
Pack the knife it in 
your back pocket 
with integral clip so 
it won’t get buried 
deep, thwarting 
quick deployment. 
Or if  you prefer, take 
a tiny Allen wrench 
and remove the 
clip for a more flat-
sided profile. Handle 
choices include black 
ash or rosewood, 
both checkered 
for a sure grip and 
embossed with the 
Bond Arms logo.

Gordon Bond came up with the 
idea. “We’ve been searching for a long 
time for the perfect knife that would 
match the quality and craftsmanship 
of  our Bond Arms double barrel 
handguns,” said Bond. So that was 
the push. Small self-defense handgun 
paired with a small self-defense 
folding knife, a knife retailing for 
around 60 Bucks.

What makes this knife legitimately 
tactical is its strength. It’s not going to 
fail when the chips are down, whatever 
chips they may be. This knife will 
take it. I know because I felt it was 
only right to torture it a little before 
penning a glowing report that might 
end in the dying embers of real life 
function.

So I slammed the blade into a 
nearby pine tree several times for 
starters. Pine is pretty soft. So I went 
to the woodpile and selected a nice 
chunk of mesquite cut down south of 
our mountain. No problem gouging 
a gash in that tough wood. Mr. Bond 
promises a stainless steel blade, so I 
put the one with black ash handle (I 
have a fondness for rosewood) in a 
puddle just off  the porch caused by 
snow runoff. Two days later I pulled it 
out of what was now a mud hole and 
washed it off  under the sink. Nothing 
wrong with the knife. 

Weight came in at 4.5 ounces for 
the black ash handle, a negligible 
cat whisker less for the rosewood 
grip. Length went 4.5" closed, width 
1.25". Open, the Bond Signature ran 
7.5". It’s slim at well under a 1/2". 
Linerlock design retains the blade 
open by a ball set into the lock arm 
via an indentation in the blade. The 
Bond knife will find its greatest use 
as an everyday cutting instrument 
due to its compact dimensions. These 
knives are ideally sized to go wherever 
we go daily. The Bond Signature is an 
unobtrusive hardworking knife and 

The thrust behind the Bond Arms joint 
venture with Buck Knives was the creation 
of a tactical self-defense knife of small 
dimension to match the successful self-
defense derringer by Bond Arms. The end 
result is the heavy-duty stainless steel 
Signature with rosewood or black ash 
scales.



its cutting edge will find a place in 
the everyday pocket. And that’s what 
makes it so desirable.  

BonD aRMs
P.o. Box 1296

GRanBURy, tx 76048
(817) 573-4445, WWW.BonDaRMs.CoM

DiaMonDheaD siGht
Clint Smith

As inferred, the DiamondHead 
sight is diamond shaped both 

on the inside apertures and on the 
outside sight shape. The sight itself  
has two aperture sizes and these sight 
openings duplicate the height of the 
original factory sight height that 
would be helpful should these sights 
be mounted as a replacement or an 
additional back-up iron sight (BUIS). 

It is stated in the brochure that 
the shape allows for quicker access 
and greater precision and this 
appears to be true. Personally the 
quicker eye access part I’m not sure 
of, but the consistent alignment has 
very interesting potential. I think 
with exposure and practice, it could 
allow for consistent front / rear sight 

placement especially for an older set 
of  eyes. 

It is also stated the eye finds the 
exact center of a diamond easier 
than a circle. I’m not sure if  these 
are scientific statements of fact or 
opinions. Personally, I found the 
extension tabs around the sight edges 
to be helpful in low light environments 
especially if  only iron sights were in 
place on the rifle or it was being used 
at modest ranges.

The DiamondHead features two 
same-plane apertures with optional 
size openings. The sight is well 
protected and well placed when folded 
in the down and locked position as 
it is attached to a 1913 rail system. 
A very strong point is the sight is 
locked in place while in the upright 
mode preventing the sight from being 
knocked down during use.

I think this sight merits attention 
and has excellent potential if  applied 
correctly (like all sight systems). If  
you need a BUIS system this would be 
one you might consider.

tMs
701 BRaZos ste 900

aUstin, tx 78701
(866) 431-1700

WWW.MiRRoRsiGht.CoM

The Diamondhead sight system may prove 
faster to use in dim light than traditional round 
aperture systems. The sight folds and locks 
both up or down, as befits a BuiS system.

http://www.issc-austria.com
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ACCESSORIES

FREE CATALOG! Make your own 
kydex gun holster or knife sheath. 
Over 1200 items. Visit www.
knifekits.com or call 1-877-255-
6433 today.

APPAREL

THE BELTMAN makes sturdy, top 
quality, DUAL LAYER, Bull Hide 
belts for dress wear, concealed car-
ry, or competition. Options include: 

Horse, Shark, Elephant, Velcro, ta-
pering, stiffeners, etc. Handmade in 
three widths, and five colors from 
$69.95, any length! Catalogue - 
$3.00 (refundable) PO Box 1302, 
Apex, NC 27502. 919-387-1997. 
www.thebeltman.net.

GUNSMITHING

GUNSMITHING INSTRUCTION AT 
PCC. Two-year hands-on program; 
excellent facilities; financial aid 
available; VA approved. Piedmont 
Community College, P.O. Box 1197, 
Roxboro, NC 27573 (336)599-
1181; www.piedmontcc.edu

KNIVES & SWORDS

FREE POCKET KNIVES. Collect-
ibles, Bowies, Swords, Tacticals, 
And Much More. For More Informa-
tion Visit Our Web Site And Click 
On The Featured Product For The 
Week. www.dovadistributors.com

LEATHERCRAFT

MILITARIA

MILITARY SURPLUS

MISCELLANEOUS

OPTICS

POLICE EQUIPMENT

CUSTOM
CORNER

WWW.DLSPORTS.COM

Extreme Duty
AR15 Magazines
Now Available!

D&L Sports, Inc.
PO Box 651

Gillette, WY 82717

307.686.4008

Custom AR15’s, 1911’s,
Precision Rifles,

Accessories, Training,
ITRC Competition

MAUSER 98
SAFETY

Classic 
Design 

• Three Position Safety • Right or Left Hand 
Stainless Steel or Blue • Installation available

Gentry Custom, L.L .C.
- Custom Gunmaker -

314 N. Hoffman, Belgrade, MT 59714
(406) 388-GUNS

www.gentrycustom.com
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For more information on seeing your product featured in New Products, Contact: Andrew Oram (866) 903-1199.

1911 EAGLE WITH LIGHTRAIL 45 AUTO
FROM IVER JOHNSON ARMS

The new 1911 Eagle comes with 
a variety of features: Picatinny 3-slot 
rail for light attachment; deluxe 
matte blue finish; fully adjustable 
rear sight; dovetail front sight; front- 
and rear-angled serrations; 3-hole 
trigger; extended slide stop and 
thumb safety; skeleton hammer with 
beavertail grip safety; and 8-round 
magazine. Retail: $720. Guns 
available through RSR or contact 
company/dealer direct. Iver Johnson, 
1840 Baldwin St. #7, Rockledge, FL 
32955, (321) 636-3376,  
www.iverjohnsonarms.com.

MIL LOC
FROM DEMON TACTICAL

The Demon Tactical Mil Loc 
replaces the rear take-down pin 
in AR-15 style firearms and is 
engineered to completely eliminate 
all movement between receivers 
while also aligning the BCG with 
the buffer tube. Using only an 
empty brass case to operate, this 
patent-pending technology not 
only improves accuracy, but also 
improves the reliability and function 
of the firearm. Demon Tactical, 5801 
Curlew Dr., Norfolk, VA 23502,  
www.demontactical.com.

PT FAMILY OF FLASHLIGHTS
FROM STREAMLIGHT

Streamlight’s PT series of 
flashlights were designed to give 
users ultra-compact, lightweight 
tactical personal-lighting tools with 
up to 180 lumens measured system 
output and 50 hours of runtime 
over 125-plus meters.   Each of 
the new lights feature a strobe 
setting, providing first responders, 
occupational users and consumers 
with even greater versatility. 
Streamlight, Inc., 30 Eagleville Rd., 
Eagleville, PA 19403, (800) 523-
7488, www.streamlight.com.

FENRIR
FROM LOKI WEAPON SYSTEMS

With the mission of improving the AR-
15 platform through ergonomics, improved 
materials and craftsmanship, comes the Loki 
Tactical AR-15 Rifle, “Fenrir.” The “Fenrir” rifle 
is well balanced with mild recoil. The upper 
and lower receivers are billet 7075T6, with a 
machined Close Quarter Battle Magwell Grip, M4 
ramps and extension, with full-length picatinny 
rail on top, an Ergo F93 8-position stock and 
more. LOKI Weapon Systems, P.O. Box 383, 
Coalgate, OK 74538, (580) 927-9070,  
www.lokiweaponsystems.com.

KENETREK HARD TACTICAL
FROM KENETREK BOOTS

These new boots provide support 
and durability for any duty application 
requiring a black boot and offer extra-
padded collars along with a flex-notch 
upper design. The uppers are made 
with 2.6mm full-grain leather, utilizing 
a 1-piece vamp design–meaning no 
stitching at the tongue. Waterproof, 
breathable Wind-Tex membranes 
promise to keep feet completely dry, in 
any weather.  Retail: $275. Kenetrek Boots, 237 
Quail Run Rd. Unit A, Bozeman, MT 59718, (800) 
232-6064, www.kenetrek.com.

1-4X CMR SCOPE
FROM HI-LUX

The 1-4X Close-Medium 
Range scope is designed for 
shooting situations, whether 
tactical or hunting, that get up close and personal. This 
relatively short (10.2") 30mm tube scope doesn’t add a lot 
of weight (16.5 ounces), and thanks to the large diameter 
of the scope tube, it lets in a lot of light for a bright target 
image. The fully multi-coated lenses ensure the image is also 
clear and sharp. Hi-Lux Inc., 3135 Kashiwa St., Torrance, CA 
90505, (888) 445-8912, www.hi-luxoptics.com.

VOR-TX AMMUNITION
FROM BARNES BULLETS

 Offering double-diameter expansion, 
maximum weight retention and excellent 
accuracy, the TSX, Tipped TSX and TSX FN 
provide maximum tissue and bone destruction, pass-through 
penetration and devastating energy transfer. Multiple grooves 
in the bullet’s shank reduce pressure and improve accuracy. 
Nose peels back into four, sharp-edged copper petals destroying 
tissue, bone and vital organs for a quick, humane kill. Barnes 
Bullets, Inc. 38 N Frontage Rd., Mona, UT 84645, (435) 856-
1000,  www.barnesbullets.com. 
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VISRAELI SPECIAL FORCES SHOOTING 
COURSES 

FROM MAKO DEFENSE
Mako Defense now offers Israeli 

Special Forces Tactical and Self-
Defense Shooting Courses in the 
US. Mako Defense 
teaches the Israeli 
Method of 
fighting exactly 
as it is taught 
to the Israeli 
Special Forces. 
Mako Defense instructors have 
extensive experience as operators 
and instructors in the most elite 
Israeli Special Forces units. Pricing 
is $300 per day, per course, plus 
200 rounds of ammunition per day. 
The Mako Group, 1 Lenox Ave., 
Farmingdale, NY 11735, (631) 
880 3396, www.makodefense.
wordpress.com.

BED BUNKER SAFE
FROM HERACLES RESEARCH CORPORATION

Storing valuables under your 
mattress just got safer. The 
BedBunker safe replaces a traditional 
box spring and is compatible with 
most standard twin, queen and king 
bed frames. Two safe sections bolt 
together from the inside; making 
it virtually impossible to move. 
The safe can hold 35 rifles and 70 
handguns and nearly double the 
number of rifles double stacked. 
Heracles Research Corporation, P.O. 
Box 346, Spokane, WA  99210, (509) 
624-2555, www.bedgunsafe.com.

VALUE PACK FOR RIFLES
FROM LASERMAX

This Value Pack brings together 
everything a rifle 
owner would need 
to fully equip his or 
her rifle, complete 
with a state-of-the-
art laser sighting 
system. The bundle 
includes the popular Uni-Max Rail 
Mount Laser, a Momentary Activation 
Switch (MAS) for remote activation, 
and the newly released MantaRail 
Momentary Cord Control System 
that securely attaches the MAS to 
the Picatinny rail while managing the 
cord with supplied clips. LaserMax, 
3495 Winton Place, Building B, 
Rochester, NY 14623, (800) 527-
3703, www.lasermax.com.

SAMSON FIELD SURVIVOR FS-002
FROM SAMSON MANUFACTURING

Imagine having every tool you 
need to get your AR back in 
service, right from 
your pistol grip. 
The Samson Field 
Survivor is a multi-
tool system that 
stores inside the 
AR Magpul Miad and 
MOE pistol grip. (Note: Magpul 
grip and base not included with tool.) 
The Samson Field Survivor contains: 
a broken shell extractor, a carbon 
cleaning tool, a cable to pull the 
brush through the bore and much, 
much more. Samson Manufacturing 
Corp., 110 Christian Lane, Whately, 
MA 01373, (888) 665-4370,  
www.samson-mfg.com.

EXTENDED BOLT RELEASE V2
FROM PHASE 5 TACTICAL
Made to fit 

high-performance 
upper receivers 
from a variety of 
manufacturers, 
including the DPMS 
LoPro upper receiver, 
the EBRv2 has no 
backing plates or screws 
to obstruct its ability to fit just 
about any AR-15 combination 
of lower and upper receivers. 
The EBRv2 gives the operator 
the advantageous ability to 
reload quicker, clear jams in a 
more efficient way and eliminate 
unnecessary hand movements 
during various operations. 
Phase 5 Tactical, 4960 Alamden 
Expy, Suite 271, San Jose, CA 
95118, sales@Phase5Tactical.
com, www.phase5tactical.com.

AMBIDEXTROUS SAFETY SELECTOR
FROM BATTLE ARMS DEVELOPMENT

Often, AR ambidextrous safety 
selector levers are symmetrical; for 
right-handed shooters, the right lever 
gets in the way, for left-handed shooters, 
the left side gets in the way. Battle Arms 
Development doesn’t like the “one-size-
fits-all” notion. In tests, some testers 
like the thin, some like the short. The 
company provides all three levers in the 
B.A.D.A.S.S. kit with “user configurable” 
in mind. Battle Arms Development, P.O. 
Box 92742, Henderson, NV 89009, (702) 
508-8625, www.battlearmsdevelopment.
com.

JOHN BIANCHI BIOGRAPHY
FROM BLUE BOOK PUBLICATIONS

Blue Book Publications, Inc. is proud to announce the 
release of its first biography, John Bianchi – An American 
Legend – 50 Years of Gunleather by Dennis Adler. This 
just released biography tells the story of the man who 
founded Bianchi International–manufacturer of gunleather for police, military 
and sportsmen. Blue Book Publications, Inc., 8009 34th Ave. South, Suite 175, 
Minneapolis, MN 55425, (800) 877-4867, www.bluebookinc.com.
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yoU Can Win all this 
DynaMite stUFF FoR FRee!

A very Merry Christmas to just one of you lucky 
readers will include a Lewis Machine AR in 
.308 Winchester topped with a Pride/Fowler 

1-4X scope with illuminated Rapid Reticle in Warne 
RAMP mounts that include an optional mount 
for an oblique red dot sight. Also included are a 
fixed Benchmade Bone Collector knife, a folding 

Puma pocket knife, an electronic Wind Detector, a 
hard side gun case and one thing we hope you’ll 
never have to use: a ResQ-Pak 1st aid kit capable 
of stopping life-threatening bleeding until you can 
get medical assistance. You can’t win if you don’t 
enter, so send those postcards in pronto or take the 
survey and enter online at www.gunsmagazine.com.

PHOTOS: JOSEPH R. NOVELOZO
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This contest is open to individuals who are residents of the United States and its territories only. Agents and employees of Publishers Development 
Corporation and their families are excluded from entering. Contest void where prohibited or restricted by law. Winners must meet all local laws and 
regulations. Taxes and compliance with firearms regulations will be the responsibility of the winners. Winners will be notified by CERTIFIED MAIL on official 
letterhead. ATTENTION DEPLOYED MILITARY: USE STATESIDE ADDRESS! No purchase necessary to enter.

Name 
Address 
City, State, Zip 
Email Address
CiRCle ansWeR(s) to QUestion oF the Month DeCeMBeR 2010:

(a)            (B)            (C)
iF i Win, shiP My PRiZe thRoUGh:
FFL Dealer
Address
City, State, Zip
Phone #   (            )
Store Hours: ___________ ___a.m. thru ______________p.m.
Attention Deployed Military: USE STATESIDE ADDRESS!

to enteR Contest: 
Use yoUR oWn postcard (no envelopes, please) 
Follow sample card to right. Mail postcard to: 
GUNS Magazine, GoM DeCeMBeR
P.O. BOX 502795, San Diego, CA 92150-2795. 
Entries must be received before JanUaRy 1, 2011.
Limit one entry per household.
QUestion oF the Month:  Do you have a 
concealed carry permit?
(a) yes
(B) no
(C) i don’t need a permit to carry in my state.
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MakeR: leWis MaChine & tool CoMPany
1305 11th st West, Milan, il 61264

(309) 787-7151, WWW.leWisMaChine.net
 aCtion tyPe: Gas operated, semi-auto
 CaliBeR: .308 Winchester
 CaPaCity: 20
 BaRRel lenGth: 16"
 Finish: Matte black
 siGhts: Detachable rear, 
  post front
 stoCk: SOPMOD Collapsible
 valUe: $3,333.33
 valUe oF PaCkaGe: $5,252.24

RR-CQlR-1 1-4x24MM 
MakeR: PRiDe/FoWleR inD.

P.o. Box 4301, san DiMas, Ca 91773
(909) 599-0928, WWW.RaPiDRetiCle.CoM

 MaGniFiCation: 1X-4X
 oBJeCtive 
 DiaMeteR: 30mm
 eye RelieF: 4" (1X), 2.5" (4X)
 CliCk valUe: 1/4" 
 tUBe DiaMeteR:  30mm
 WeiGht: 14 ounces
 oveRall lenGth: 11.5"
 RetiCle:  Illuminated ballistic 
 valUe: $1,299.99

RaMP RinG MoUnt
MakeR: WaRne MFG.

9500 sW tUalatin RD.
tUlatin, oR 97062

(503) 657-5590
WWW.WaRnesCoPeMoUnts.CoM

 valUe: $234.99

extRas!
BiG GaMe eleCtRoniC

WinD DeteCtoR
MakeR: FiReFly eleCtRoniC 

WinD DeteCtoR
3662 n. PeRRy PaRk RD.

seDalia, Co 80135
(303) 408-0250

WWW.hUntFiReFly.CoM
 valUe: $59.95

eMeRGenCy WoUnD 1st aiD
MakeR: ResQ-Pak

(888) 949-7377
WWW.ResQ-Pak.CoM

 valUe: $39.99
sinGle RiFle Case
PolyCaRBonate 

WeatheR Resistant, 
aiRline aPPRoveD FoaM-

lineD GUn Case
MakeR: sPoRtloCk llC
6100 DonGes Bay RD.

MeQUon, Wi 53092
(262) 242-1630

WWW.sPoRtloCkllC.CoM
 valUe: $129.99

Bone ColleCtoR
MakeR: BenChMaDe knives

300 BeaveRCReek RD.
oReGon City, oR 97045

(800) 800-7427
WWW.BenChMaDe.CoM

 BlaDe MateRial: D2
 BlaDe lenGth: 4"
 oveRall lenGth: 8"
 WeiGht: 3.46 ounces
 sCales: G10
 sheath: Leather
 valUe: $100

4-staR WooDs
MakeR: PUMa kniFe CoMPany Usa

13934 West 108th st.
lenexa, ks 66215

(913) 888-5524
WWW.PUMakniFeCoMPanyUsa.CoM
 BlaDe MateRial: 440A Stainless
 BlaDe lenGth: 2.6"
 oveRall lenGth 
 (CloseD): 4"
 WeiGht: 4.1 ounces
 sCales: Cocobolo
 valUe: $54



They weren’t just any socks. They 
were new, never worn, clean, dry 
military-issue boot socks, and they 
were perhaps the only such pair within 
100 miles. They were a gift from my 
best friend and “roommate” in our 
2-man fighting hole on Christmas Eve. 
He had bartered who-knows-what for 
them over a month before, and kept 
them secretly hidden away in a plastic 
bag. 

It was hardly possible for us to 
hide anything from each other. We 
were closer than brothers, and lived 
out of each other’s rucksacks. I knew 
how difficult hiding things could be, 
because I had done the same with 
something he highly prized: a can of 
fruit cocktail, almost as rare as clean 
dry socks. 

We decided to exchange gifts on 
Christmas Eve, because the odds 
were against us seeing another dawn. 
He opened the fruit cocktail and 
offered me a spoonful. Grinning, he 
announced he wasn’t going to die and 
leave an unopened can for someone 
else to enjoy. I put on the socks right 
away, reveling in their luxury, and he 
smiled like the proud poppa he would 
never get the chance to be. He was 
killed in action the following July. 
One lone surviving photo of him, 
smiling in the sun on a shell-cratered 
hilltop is a cherished memento. Does 
anyone wonder why that pair of socks 
has always been my “best Christmas 
gift”?

Giving IS Getting
I suspect a lot of you folks are like 

me; uncomfortable receiving gifts, but 
really tickled with giving appreciated 
gifts. One of the most rewarding things 
I’ve ever done is giving Christmas gifts 
the recipients named as their “best 

ever.” I’ll tell you about just one—and 
admit I have an ulterior motive. 

Years ago I knew a kid in his 
early 20s who had never held a 
firearm, much less shot one—but 
he was interested in a girl who was 
an avid rifle shooter, and he wanted 
to learn gun handling. I taught him 
the basics—safety, nomenclature, 
shooting and maintenance, slipping 
in mini-lectures about the history of 
free, armed Americans and the rights 
and responsibilities of armed citizens. 
It was all new to him, but he hungrily 
devoured it.

I had him shooting a variety of 
rifles and carbines, but there was one 
he truly loved: a Swedish Mauser 
Model 96, in 6.5x55mm, made in 
1916. Adding to the appeal of that 
long, exceptionally accurate rifle 
was the date on its receiver—to him, 
ancient history. I told him about the 
cataclysmic events of that momentous 

year, including the 11-month battle of 
Verdun. I told him to save his money, 
and I could find him one like it. Then I 
gave it to him for Christmas, with 400 
rounds of ammo. He was stunned.

It made him a rifleman. I watched 
as he became an informed, confident, 
proud, armed citizen—a fully-realized 
American. Possession of a rifle, some 
skills, and a sense of history gave 
him identity; for the first time, a 
worthwhile self-image. The gift of that 
gun changed his life—and enriched 
mine. 

I know lots of you have more old 
but serviceable shooters than you’ll 
ever have real need for again. You’re 
experienced hunters, trap and skeet 
shooters and competitive marksmen. 
You have both things and skills. Maybe 
this isn’t something you could do this 
Christmas, but perhaps a project you 
could fulfill over 2011, culminating in 
the same kind of Christmas surprise. 
There are worthy candidates out there 
waiting for a mentor. It would be good 
for you, for them, for the nation—and 
for me too. Sneaky of me, huh? Think 
about it, OK?

The Gift Of Trenton
This Christmas, if  you can capture 

some grandkids or miscellaneous 
munchkins, I urge you to give them 
Trenton. It’s highly unlikely they’ll 
ever hear of it in school. Get a book or 
two with colorful illustrations; maybe 
make a crude map yourself. Kids need 
visual aids to capture their attention. 
Keep it brief  or you’ll lose ’em. But 
tell it with humor and passion, and 
you might just change a world-view, 
and a life. 

You remember the story: In 
November of 1776, the Continental 
Army numbered 30,000 men. After 
the disastrous battles for New York 
and New Jersey, only about 2,500 
remained strong enough to fight. 
Washington’s army barely escaped 
across the freezing Delaware into 
Pennsylvania. They were so short of 
supplies that only 1/3 had shoes or 
boots; the rest wrapped their feet in 

GiFts
Just a few.

A clean, dry pair of socks—the best Christmas 
gift ever?

Over the years I’ve often heard the question asked, “What 
was the best Christmas gift you ever received?” Usually this 

is qualified by “Maybe not the most expensive, or the biggest 
surprise, but the most memorable; the one you’ll always remember 
as the best.” For me, the answer is easy. I’ve known exactly what it 
was since I was 19-years old. It was a pair of socks.
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rags and burlap. 
The British-led Hessian troops 

decided to wait in Trenton until the 
river froze over, then march across 
and wipe out the ragged band of 
Americans. Washington’s men were 
hungry, exhausted and demoralized.

But on December 19, something 
extraordinary happened. Thomas 
Paine, the author of Common Sense, 
which inspired so many colonials 
to revolt against the English crown, 
published another pamphlet titled 
The American Crisis. It began with the 
once-famous words, “These are the 
times that try men’s souls.” Paine spoke 
of the “summer soldiers and sunshine 
patriots” who would fold when times 
got tough, but for the true patriots, 
“the harder the conflict, the more 
glorious the triumph.” Washington 
read it to his men. It wasn’t food or 
medicine, but it filled and invigorated 
them. They were ready to fight again.

In the teeth of a storm on Christmas 
night, against all odds, they crossed 
the ice-filled Delaware to Trenton, 
where they surprised and defeated the 
Hessians. More victories followed, 
and with them, freedom.

There are so many stories within 
the saga. A spy came to the Hessians’ 
headquarters to warn them of 
Washington’s attack. Why did their 
commander, Colonel Johan Rall,  
refuse to admit him—and shove 
the note in his pocket? Who was 
“Fat Henry Knox,” the 26-year-
old bookworm, and why might the 
operation have failed without him? 
Emanuel Leutze’s 1851 painting 
“Washington Crossing the Delaware” 
contains several silly inaccuracies—
what are they? Point ’em out, tell the 
true tale; breathe life into it. 

The story is waiting, online and in 
libraries, almost forgotten. It needs 
telling; it needs giving on Christmas. If  
one kid in a thousand is inspired, will 
your efforts be rewarded? It could be 
your best Christmas gift ever. Merry 
Christmas, friends.—Connor OUT.

The 1999-issue New Jersey statehood 25¢ piece 
shows Washington crossing the Delaware on 
Christmas night, 1776—but how many people 
know the story?
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PFI has designed a line of ballistic optics that is revolutionary in the field of shooting.  The 
Rapid Reticle scope and reflex sight line allows a shooter to zero-in at a certain distance, then 
acquire targets at specific distances, and shoot without maual adjustments.  The Rapid Reticle 

line of optics is accurate, fast, state of the art, and designed by shooters, for shooters.

877-817-6019    www.rapidreticle.com    sales@rapidreticle.com

RR-900-4SOPS-33MM RR-CQLR-1 RR-800-1SOPS-COMPACT

Demanded By Professionals.  Now Available For You.

PrideFowler10.indd   1 6/25/10   10:02:49 AM

ONLINE!
WWW.GUNSMAGAZ INE .COM

http://www.airforceairguns.com
http://www.rapidreticle.com
http://www.gunsmagazine.com
http://www.tacticalrifles.net
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The companies listed have featured 
advertisements in this issue. Look to 

them first when you are ready to make a 
purchase.
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Wolf was only 8-years old when 
I noticed he wasn’t eating much. I 
called the mobile vet who came out, 
examined him and gave me the terrible 
news he had stomach cancer. The doc 
said he’s not in pain and he would 
just eventually stop eating altogether. 
When Wolf laid down in the backyard 
on that Halloween night I knew he 
would not get up again. By midnight 
he was gone and I called my son-in-law 
to come over and we gently wrapped 
him in a sleeping bag for transporting 
to the vet in the morning so he could 
be cremated and placed in a special 
wooden box which is now above my 
desk. 

Meanwhile I had also noticed Red 
was starting to bump into things; he 
was going blind. He lived in darkness 
for two more years without his buddy 
Wolf. He functioned well in our large 
fenced-in backyard as he knew where 
everything was and we were careful 
not to move things in the house to aid 
him in getting around, however he was 
starting to have trouble getting up on 
his feet. Just as Wolf before him Red 
finally laid down one day and I knew 
he would not ever get up again. His 
box resides beside that of his brother.

For at least three years after they 
were both gone I would still find 
myself  going to the back door to 
let them back into the house in the 
morning and also looking for them 
at the gate whenever I drove in to the 
driveway. They were in my mind but 
they were never there. I will never be 
able to forget them nor do I want to.

Anyone who has had great dogs 
can understand how I felt about Red 
and Wolf; they were friends and part 
of  the family. Their cremated remains 
are right here with me now as I type 
but I wanted something more. I 
found that something at Handmade 
Grips. Cenk Gultekin is headman at 
Handmade Grips which is located in 

Istanbul, Turkey. Cenk spent nearly 
2 years living in the Tri-State area of 
Washington to improve his English. 
He says he noticed at the time how 
devoted Americans were to their guns 
so he decided to expand his traditional 
family art which his ancestors had 
practiced by inlaying the swords of 
nobles and warriors. Cenk extended 
this to knives, pistol boxes, and now 
grips. 

Twenty-years ago Cenk’s company 
was inlaying mother of pearl pieces 
as well as wire of bronze, brass, silver, 
and gold to make ancient ancestral 
designs. Along the way they learned 
to use metal sheets and to cut and 
engrave the sheets which were then 
inlaid on a wooden base. Cenk also 
learned to gold plate other metal 
sheets making it less expensive. Now 
using modern CNC machinery to 
make pistol grips, they experimented 
with both hard aluminum and 
wooden grips as well as engraving. In 
late 2009 they began to do something 
really special; something that caught 
my eye as I was thinking about Red 
and Wolf. This latest innovation was 
inlaying real photos in the wood 
base. To ensure long life a special 
chemical is applied and then covered 
with a protective layer of enamel. The 
“picture frame” is made of bronze. By 
now they may even be using the entire 
grip to showcase a photo.

When I told Cenk what I had in 
mind he caught the excitement I felt 
doing a superb job of building this 
memorial to Red and Wolf. I went 
with 1911 grips and e-mailed a picture 
of each of my dogs to him to be 
used in the picture frames.  Starting 
with a base of Turkish walnut Cenk 
inlaid a metal border with scrolls at 
each corner and the classic looking 
picture frames with engraving both 
top and bottom in the center of each 
grip; Wolf is on the left and Red is on 
the right. The grip panels have been 
installed on a favorite pistol, a Colt 
.38 Super; I will think of Red and 
Wolf every time I shoot it. The young 
boy, Brian, who named Red and Wolf 
is now a senior in high school. My real 
bucket list these days is a list of which 
of my firearms I want to go to which 
kids and grandkids. You can bet this 
Red and Wolf Colt .38 Super is on his 
list. Handmade Grips has provided 
me with a fitting tribute and memorial 
to my two special friends. 

continued from page 90
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John installed his handmade Red and Wolf 
Grips on a 1911 Colt .38 Super.
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My ever-changing list has not been 
a bucket list but rather a someday 
list. All the things I would someday 
accomplish or acquire. As I look back 
upon my childhood some of them were, 
as expected, rather childish. I wanted 
to be a Western cowboy star, however 
is I grew up I realized my physique was 
more like Andy Devine’s and less like 
Audie Murphy’s, so that went off  my 
someday list pretty quickly. At various 

stages of my life I wanted to be a 
Canadian trapper, a world-renowned 
taxidermist, and to hunt in Africa, 
which I accomplished with handguns. 
Long before I ever owned or even shot 
a gun I designed my trophy room, 
over and over again. While the room 
I now have doesn’t look anything like 
my youthful designs, I managed to 
successfully cross trophy room off my 
someday list.

High on my list for many 
years was to have a matched 
pair of beautiful large dogs. 
We always had a dog around 
as I was growing up and we 
also had various wonderful 
dogs as our own kids were 
growing up; but I never got 
that matched pair. It looked 
like it would simply be on 
my someday list forever. 
Then in the early ’90s I got 
two beautiful pedigreed 
6-week-old malamute pups. 
My daughter, her husband, 
and my three grandkids had 
just moved to Idaho from 
New York and were living 
with us so my youngest 
grandson who was about 2 
years old at the time named 

those little pups which seemed to be 
all fur and sharp teeth. One was Wolf 
and the other was Red and I have no 
idea how he came up with the second 
name.

Red and Wolf grew to be large, 
beautiful, lovable, dogs. They were 
excellent with kids and totally 
protective of Diamond Dot. As we 
ate supper each evening one would 
be under the table at her feet and 
the other behind her chair. They 
sometimes thought they were lapdogs 
and I would wind up with 150 pounds 
of dog joining me in my easy chair 
while the other one was trying to get 
up there too. Nothing was safe on the 
kitchen counter as they could stand 
up their hind legs and reach their long 
tongue out and clean the icing off  of 
a cake. They never barked but instead 
howled like wolves especially when 
they heard a siren or accompanied 
my late friend the Kilted Preacher 
as he practiced the bagpipes. They 
were such a wonderful part of our 
life I simply could not think of being 
without them.

ReD anD WolF
Memories saved by Handmade Grips.

These exquisite grips for a 1911 from 
handmade Grips feature pictures of John’s 
favorite dogs, Red and Wolf.

continued on page 89

Although I have never seen the movie The Bucket List, I 
understand it is about two terminally ill men who make a list 

of things they wish to do before they literally kick the bucket. 
Most of us have a bucket list of sorts and hopefully we don’t wait 
until we’re ready to kick the bucket before we pay attention to the 
list. Anyone able to dream began compiling such a list as soon 
as they were old enough to look to the future. Many years ago I 
met a man who had made a list of 100 things to do, some of them 
quite difficult, during his life and at that time he had counted more 
than 90 items off his list. I never saw him again, however, I would 
certainly guess he made it.

Red and Wolf in 
their prime of life.
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NEVER HAVE 12 OUNCES
TIPPED THE SCALES MORE
HEAVILY IN YOUR FAVOR.

See the video at: www.surefi re.com/ReinventingtheSuppressor

Muzzle blast impairs or destroys hearing and mission-critical communications. Flash 
and dust signature can give away your position, drawing enemy fi re. With a SureFire 
suppressor all these factors are minimized—signifi cantly—to increase operator lethality. 
And at only 4 inches—adding just 1.75 inches to your weapon—and 12 ounces, the new 

SureFire MICRO won’t bog down your weapon. It also offers negligible shift in point 
of impact from unsuppressed zero, attaches/detaches in seconds, and with its 
high-temp alloys and redundant welds, it will typically outlast the barrel it’s attached to.

Suppressor Micro-Guns.indd   1 8/23/10   11:30 AM

http://www.surefire.com


Kimber® designed the Super Carry series with singular purpose – to be the fi nest concealed carry 
pistols available today. Special frame and slide serrations engage directionally, locking the grip 
and ensuring fl awless slide operation. A round heel frame provides snag-free comfort. Stainless 
steel slides and light weight aluminum frames wear KimPro II,™ a proprietary high-tech fi nish that is 
self-lubricating and extremely durable. Night sights, ambidextrous thumb safety and match grade 
barrel, chamber and trigger are included. Super Carry – the new standard of personal defense.

©2010 Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Kimber names, logos and other trademarks may not be 

used without permission. Names of  other companies, products and services may be the property of  

their respective owners. Kimber firearms are shipped with an instruction manual and California-approved 

cable lock. Copy of  instruction manual available by request.

Kimber, One Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY 10705 (800) 880-2418

Super Carry .45 ACP pistols from the 
Kimber Custom Shop™ are an extraordinary 
blend of function, power & elegance. The 
Super Carry Pro™ has a 4-inch barrel.

T H E  C H O I C E  O F  A M E R I C A ’ S  B E S T

kimberamerica.com

Unequaled performance.
 Uncompromising quality.

Super Carry Ultra™ .45 ACP weighs 
just 25 ounces, and a 3-inch barrel 
makes it easy to conceal. Magazine 
capacity is 7 rounds.

Super Carry Ultra™ .45 ACP weighs 
just 25 ounces, and a 3-inch barrel 
makes it easy to conceal. Magazine 
capacity is 7 rounds.

Super Carry pistols have specialized 
features like night sights with cocking 
shoulder, round heel frame and 
unidirectional serrations.

Super Carry Custom™ .45 ACP 
has a 5-inch barrel but weighs 
just 31 ounces. As a full-size 
carry pistol, it has no peer.

http://www.kimberamerica.com
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